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INTRODUCTION. 


SECTION  I. 

The  History  of  Romantic  Fablmg  it  enye- 
loped  in  much  perplexity ;  nor  is  it  dimi- 
nished by  the  various  coiijectureB  which  hare 
been  started  and  uphel().  The  labours  oE  in- 
genuity are  not  always  conyineing ;  ai|d  per- 
haps the  very  fact  of  their  plausibility  leads 
us  to  mistrust.  Discussion  upon  remote  his- 
tory is  ever  attended  with  difficulty ;  and  ar- 
guments that  test  upon  the  basis  of  refined 
deduction— that  are  artfully  designed  to  pull 
down  one  system  while  they  support  another 
'equally  imaginative,  may  haveawell-feunded 
VOL.  !•  a  - 
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VI  INTEOBUCTION, 

claim  to  admiration,  but  not  upon  the  score 
of  truth.  It  is  singular  how  the  mind  lores 
to  grasp  fit  mystery,  and  to  disport  itself  in 
the  chaos  of  departed  time.  It  springs  un- 
dauntedly forward,  unappalled  by  the  num- 
berless shadows  which  flit  in  ''.dim  perspec- 
tive" before  it,  and  undeterr^  by  the  intri- 
cacies of  the  way.  It  would  seem  like  a  cap- 
tive esclBiped  firom  confinemei^t,  wwtomng  in 
the  excess  of  unaccustomed  liberty*  And 
tite  miore  boundless  the  subject,  the  less  timid 
we  find  thetidvetxturer;  the  more  pmlousth^ 
journey,  the  less  wary  are  his  movements. 
Boldness  appj^rs  to  ^onstituite  s^uccess;  sa 
if,  because  t^e  faint  heart  never  atteined  the 
fair  kdyi  modest  pretenMsions^  and  unassuming 
merit,  never  secured  t}^  lady  TRiftH.  It  is  a 
libd  upon  the  head  and  the^  heart;  and  can- 
not be  too  speedily  ^batidoned* 
Qf  the  theories  already  advanced^  none,  it 
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seems  to  me^  ia  perfisct ;  ioA  ncM,  witkout 
scone  portioa  of  accinacy.  Tfa^  eacb  gapait 
of  the  wi^,  but  stop  befoce  tbey  toiieli  the 
mark.  Bishop  Percy,  aftec  Mallet^attrUbutes 
the  inrentioii  of  ]X>iiiaoce  io  the  and^it  Scalds 
or  Banfo  of  the  North.  '^  They  befiftred  the 
existence  of  giants  and  dwarfa;  they  enter-^ 
tained  opinions  not  unlike  the  m(H»  modem 
notion'  of  fisdries ;  they  were  strongly  poft* 
sessed  wiih  the  belief  of  spells  and  enchant^ 
mentS)  andirere  fond  of  indenting  combats 
wkh  dragons  and  monsters  '."  Nqw  this  is 
unequiTOcally  nothing  less  than  the  entire 
machinery  employed-  in  all  the  Arabian  Tales^ 
and  in  every  other  oriental  fiction.  Such  a 
eoineidence  no  one  will,  suppose  the  result  of 
accident ;  nor  cim  it  for  a  moment  be  believed^' 
that  the  warm  imaginations  of  the  East-i-wherei 

1  Reliqiies  of  Ancient  £og.  Poetiy,  Vol.  3.  p.  xiii. 
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vin  iNTRomrcnoKf 

Nature  brigliteiia  ihe  fancy,  equally  widi  the 
fiowei^B -^borrowed  it  from  the  xdder  concep- 
tions of  the  Northern  bards.  M^y  parts  of 
the  Old  Testament, .  demonstrate  familiarity 
with  spells ;  and  Soloq^on  (which  proves  a 
traditional  intercourse, .  at  least,  between  the 
Jews  and  other  people.of  theEast)^by;ttntTer- 
sal  consent,  has  been  enthroned  soTereigu.of 
the  Genii,  and  lord  of  the  powerful  Talisman. 
In  David  and  Goliah,  we  trace  the  contests  of 
knights  with  giants.:  in  the. adventures  of 
Sampson,  {>erhaps,  the  miraculous  feats  attri- 
buted to  the  heroes  of  chivalry.  In.  the  app- 
cryphal  book  of  Tobit,  we  have  an  angel  in 
the  room,  of  a  Sa.int  ;  enchantments,. anti- 
dotes, distressed  damsels,  demons,  and  most 
of  the  other  machinery. of  the  occid,ental  ro- 
mance '•    Parts  of  the  Pentatieuch ;  of  Kings, 

r  In  the  tj)pKcaikm  of  the  lOth  T«le,VoL  1,  Uie  book  of  ToVit,  io 
referred  to. 
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&c.  &CC.  appear  to  have  been  amplified^  and 
rendered  wild  and  fabulous;  and  were  the 
comparison  carried  minutely  forward,  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  analogy  would  be  found 
as  striking  as  distinct.  I  mean  not  that  this 
has  always  been  the  immecUate  source :  I  am 
ra&er  inclined  to  suppose,  that  certain  rami- 
fications, dUrect  from  the  East,  already  dilated 
and  improved,  were  more  generally  the  origin. 
But  Scripture,  in  many  cases,  furnished  a  su- 
pernatural agency  without  pursuing  this  cir- 
cuitous route ;  as  well  as  heroes  with  all  the 
attributes  of  ancient  romance*  In  the  old 
French  prose  of  Sir  Otuel,  Chap.  XXIV/we 
have  the  following  exclamations  on  the  death 
of  the  knight  Roland,  which  partly  confirm 
my  observation.  **  Compart  k  Judas  Macha* 
beus  par  ta  valeur  et  prouesse ;  ressembltat 
h  Samon,  et  pareil  k  JonatasfiU  de  Saul  par  la 

fortune  de  sa  triste  morte !"    The  Jewish  Tal- 
a3 
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X  IKTRODITCTION. 

mud,  and  especially  the  commentary  upon  it, 
abound  with  fables,  composed  in  some  re- 
spects of  the  materials  worked  up  by  the 
Scalds,  but  long  anterior  in  date  to  their  com- 
positions, so  far  ais  they  are  known. 

Dr.  Percy  contends,  that  '^  old  writers  <^ 
chivalry  appear  utterly  unacquainted  with 
whatever  relates  to  the  Mahometan  nations, 
and  represent  them  as  worshipping  idols,  or 
adoring  a  golden  image  of  Mahomet '/'  This, 
I  should  conceive,  would  naturally  be  the 
case,  It  was  the  aim  of  Christian  writers  to 
represent  the  infidels  in  the  worst  light  pos- 
sible. They  thought  them  the  most  wretched 
beings  in  creation ;  and  they  might,  therefore, 
artfully  pervert  their  creed,  and  exaggerate 
their  vices*  Most  frequently,  such  would  be 
the  genuine  result  of  their  abhorrence  z^ust 

1  Rd.  df  A.  B.  Poetry,  AmT. 
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as  popular  superstition  pictures  the  **  font 
fiend/'  with  homs^  and  cloren  feet^  and  a  hi* 
deously  distorted  countenance — not  because 
it  is  really  accredited,  but  because  nothing  is 
thought  too  vile  or  too  fearful  for  the  Evil 
One.  The  hostility  which  the  crusades  ex- 
cited and  nourished;  nay,  the  rery  difference 
of  religious  feeling,  would  necessarily  call  out 
the  whole  virulence  of  loi  i^,  not  remarkable 
for  its  forbearance ;  and  it  is  absurd  to  sup* 
pose,  that  the  intercourse  so  long  maintained 
between  the  two  continents  (both  previous  to 
these  expeditions,  and  subsequent),  should 
not  have  given  them  a  sufficient  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  Saracen  belief,  and  mode  of 
worship.  If  the  great  Saladin  required  and 
received  knight-hood  from  the  hands  of  the 
Christians ',  it  argued  a  degree  of  intimacy 

1  See  **  Gesta  Dei  per  Francos/'  page  115S.     JoiofiUe  (p.  42> 
is  cited  bj  Gibbon  for  a  iiinilar  instance.- 
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with  Eiuropean  customs  on  the  one  side,  which 
it  would  be  unfair  and  arbitrary  to  deny  the 
other.  . 

That  the  Scalds  added  some  circumstance& 
to  the  original  matter,  and  rejected  others,  is 
extremely  probable.  The  traditions  which 
conveyed  the  feble,  would,  of  course,  be  cor- 
rupted ;  not  only  from  the  mode  of  conveying 
it,  but  from  the  dissimilarity  of  customs  and 
ideas  among  those  by  whom  it  was  received. 
All  I  contend  for,  is  the  original  ground,  upmi 
which  they,  and  other  nations  have  built; 
and  this,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  demon- 
strate, purely  oriental.  But  it  is  objected, 
that  if  the  northern  bards  had  derived  their 
systems  from  the  East,  they  would  have  na- 
turalised them  as  the  Romans  did  the  stories 
of  Greece.  It  is  thought  that  they  must  have 
adopted  into  their  religious  rites  the  same  my- 
thology, and  have  evinced  as  strong  a  simili^ 
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tade,  as  the  nations  of  classical  celebrity. 
There  is/ in  trath>no  basis  for  such  an  asser*- 
tion  to  stand  upon.  The  long  intercourse  be-^ 
tween  these  nations^  their  vicinity  to  each 
other^  and  more  than  all,  the  original  simila- 
rity of  their  woTsMf,  prepared  the  Romans  to 
receive  the  devotional  system  of  a  conquered 
countiy,  without  hesitation.  They  understood, 
and  valued  Grrecian  literature,  and  conse- 
quently found  an  additional  motive  for  the  re- 
c^tion  of  Grecian  theology.  It  accorded  with 
preconceived  notions  ;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  part 
of  their  own.  Besides;  the  Romans  were 
rising  in  civilization,  and  caught  at  every 
shadow  of  improvement.  The  pe<^le.  of  the 
North  were  totally  the  reverse.  They  were  the 
children  of  Nature— *of  Nature  yet  unbetrothed 
to  Art.  They  were  not,  therefore,  preparedby 
any  tfamg  analogous  to  produce  a  similar 
effect :  and  could  but  seize  the  most  premi- 
a5 
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nent  faatnres  that  were  presented  to  them^ 
upon  which  to  ^agiaft  their  own  wiU  and  ter* 
rible  stori^. 

Warton  has  written  a  long  dissertation  to 
prove  that  the  Arabians,  in^o  had  been  for 
some  time  seated  <m  the  northern  coasts  of 
Africa^  and  who  entered  Spain  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighth  centory, ''  disseminated 
thotfte  extravagant  myentions  which  were  so 
peculiar  to  their  romantic  and  creative  ge-* 
niua*."  This  hypothesis  Bishop  Percy  has 
endeavoured  to  refute;  and/ according  to«Mr, 
Ellis  ^,  he  has  entirely  succeeded.  The  argu- 
ment advanced  on  this  occasion  is^  that  were 
it  true,  ***  th^  first  French  romances  of  chi- 
valry would  have  been  on  Moorish,  or  at 
least  Spanish  Mbjects^  whereas  Ute  mo8% 
ancimt  stpries  of  this  kind,  whether  in 
prose  or  verse,  whether  in  Italian,  French, 

1  B!M*  of  Xttgi  PMpy,  Dim.  1. 

S  Speciment  of  Ano.  Met  Ronaooes,  Vol.  i*  p.  Sl^ 
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M^ish,  Sic.  are  chiefly  on  the  s«bjeets  of 
Charlemagne  and  the  Pahidkra,  or  of  our  Bri« 
tish  Arthur^  and  hia  Knights  of  the  Round 
Table,  &c.  being^vidently  borrowed  from  the 
Caibalous  chronicles  of  the  supposed  Arch* 
bishop  Turpin,  and  of  Jeffery  of  Monnumth '.'' 
Something  in  this  there  may  be  ^  but  it  is^ 
still  clear,  that  intercourse,  of  whatever  kind, 
existing  between  two  nations,  must,  to  a  cer*'^ 
tain  degree,  supply  information  relative  to 
their  peculiar  habits  and  belief.  That  each 
side  would  hold  communication  with  their 
captives,  either  from  political  motives,  or 
otherwise,  is  consistent  with  the  experience  of 
all  s^es ;  and,  surely,  not  every  individual 
would  be  so  fastidious  as  to  repel  a  closer  in- 
timacy. Courtesy,  humanity,  intrigue,  ftc 
would,.in  some  few  at  least,  open  a  door  to  an 

1  Rd.  cf 4iie.  E*  PMfry,  Vol.  S.  pfXiL    NoU^ 

aS 
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unfettered  interchange  of  thought;,  while  gra- 
titude for  certain  benefits  might  open^e  on 
others.  In  the  course  of  a  mult^arious  war- 
fare>  such  things  must  occur ;  the  line  of  se- 
paration mmt  occasionally  l>e  remoTed,  and 
youthful  hearts  and  minds,  piMst,  now^  and 
then,  however  sundered  by  iiuman  prejudices, 
break  down  the  strongest  barrier  that  inter- 
poses between  them.  If  this  be  granted^  when 
the  history  of  such  times  and  such  circum- 
stances was.  forgotten,  the  literature  which 
they  had  helped  to  dissenqnate,  would  re^ 
main.  The  legendary  tale  of  the  sire  ^espendii^. 
unmutilated  to  the  son;  and  the  fact  is  on  re- 
cord, though  the  occaBion  be  ol^litersited.  The 
fiEtbnlous  chronicle  of  Turpin  might  Men  b^ 
drawn  up ;  having  its  superstructure  on  French 
manners,  but  its  basis  on  oriental  leamii^ 
Much  time  must  inevitably  elapse  before  new 
systems  can  take  root ;  and  when  they  do,  it 
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is  imperceptibly  and  silently.  Hence,  may 
the  hostile  incursions  of  the  Saracens  hare 
introdaced  same  portion  of  Eastern  fiction  : 
but  not  all ;  for  it  is  the  common  tendency  of 
a  conquered  country  to  engraft  its  own  cha* 
raeter  and  customs  upon  those  of  the  stronger 
power.    . 

It  has  been  observed  by  Ritson  (whose  viru- 
lent and  ungentlemanly  abuse  of  his  oppo- 
nentlb  is  disgusting  in  the  extreme  !)  that  nei- 
ther tihe  Spaniards,  nor  any  other  nations  of 
Europe,  had  an  opportunity  of  adopting  lite- 
rary information  **  from  a  people  with  whom 
they  had  no  connection,  but  as  enemies, 
whose  language  they  never  understood,  and  whose 
manners  they  detested;  nor  would  even  have 
condescended  or  permitted  themselves,  to 
make  such  an  adoption  from  a  set  of  infidel 
barbarians  who  had  invaded,  ravaged,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  some  of  the  best  and 
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richest  provinces  of  Spain  '•*'  Much  of  this  is. 
in  substance  what  has  been  contended  against 
above ;  and  that  a  very  short  period  of  servi* 
tude  -mil  not  open  the  sources  of  a  more 
friendly  ccHnmunication— in  appearance  at 
teast^-between  nations  under  such  circuin* 
stanceSy  is  contrary  to  historical  faet^  and  to 
human  nature*  The  enslaved  mjist  look  up 
to  the  enslaver  for  protection— for  suppdrt ; 
and  the  latter  in  return  would  enforce^  under 
the  penalty  of  extermination>  the  aid  which 
was  considered  requisite.  Thus,  however  in>- 
voluntary  and  hateful^  intercourse  must  be 
under  all  situations.  But  here,  the  fact  is,  as 
Mr.  Warton  remarks,  (though  Ritson  pleases 
to  overlook  k)  that  after  the  irruption  of  the 
Saracens,  the  Spaniards  neglected  even  the 
study  of  the  Sacred  Writings,  for  the  express 

1  WiuetU  on  RomoiM,  aod  Minttrebj,  Vol,  i.  p.  xx..  xxL-  . , 
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purpose  of  acquiring  Ae  Arabic.  Tbiscvrioiifl 
passage  is  cited  by  DuCange^  whose  words 
I  shall  quote  at  length. 

''  Qud^d  vero  suprd,  laudatus  Scriptor  ano-* 
nymus  de  Galliee  nostree  in  Lingua  Latina  bar- 
barie  ante  Caroli  M.  tempora,  idem  de  His- 
pania  post  Saracenontm  im^ptionem  testatur 
Alvarus :  ubi  neglectis  et  posthabitis  Scrip* 
turis  Sanctis,  et^umque  sacris  interpretibus, 
quotquot  supererant  Christiani,  Arabum  Chal^ 
dseorumque  Kbris  erolvendis  incumbebont^ 
gentiUtia  eruditiane  prachri,  Arabico  ehquio 
subUmati,  Eedesmsticam  pukhritudinem  igm^ 
rantes,  et  Eceksim  flvmina  de  Pataduo  numtm^ 
iia,  quasi  vilisrim^  cotUemnerdeSg .  legem  strnm 
nescieboMi,  et  Unguam  propriam  non  advertebmU 
Latini,  it  a  ut  ex  amni  ChrisH  C^ttegio  vix  in^ 
veniretur  unus  in  milleM  hominum  geaere,  qmi 
saltUatorias  Jratri  posset  rationaliter  dirigere 
literas,  cum  repbrirentur  absque  ku- 
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MEBO  MULTIPLICE6   TURBJB>  QVl   ERUDITB 
ChALDA1€A8       VERBORUM       BXPLICARENT 

POMPAs*.  Quod  quidem  abunde  firmat;  que 
de  Elepuito  Toletano  supril  diximus.     Sed 
et  ihde  satis  ai^imus  unde  tot  voces  Ara* 
bicae  in  Hispanam,  subinde  sese  intuleront*.*' 
We  have  then  a  complete  refutation  of  Bit- 
son^s  strongest  objection;  and  perhaps  had 
not  the  spleen  of  the  writer  been  more  power- 
ful than  the  good  sense  and  feeling  of  the 
man,  he  never  would  have  hazarded  the  re- 
mark.   And  if  judicial  astrology,  medicine, 
and  chemistry,  were  of  Arabian  origin,  and 
introduced  into  Europe  a  century  at  least 
before  the  crusades :  if  Pope  Gerbert,  or  Syl- 
vester 11.  who  died  A.D.  1003,  brought  the 
Arabic  numerals  into  France,  it  is  surely 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  these  sciences,  so 


1  Pa  CtKft;    GloiK  Med.  lof.  litt.  Ton.  I.  Prvfatio,  p. 
axxib  {SI. 
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intimately  connected  with  magical  operations 
(and  witii  fictions  diveiging  from*  them)  as  to 
confer  upon  the  possessor  a  title  to  supema* 
taral  agency,  would  extend  their  influence  to 
the  legendary  stories,  jas  well  as  to  the  man- 
ners of  tiie  west,  which  these  very  storieaare 
admitted  to  describe!  Yet,  after  all,  it  is 
not  to  be  imagined  tiiat  tiie  introduction  of 
eastern  inrention  happened  at  one  time,  or  in 
one  age ;  it  was  rather  the  growth  of  many 
times,  and  of  many  ages— continually^  though 
gradually  augmenting,  till  it  attained  ma- 
turity. 

•  The  next  hypothesis  gives  Armorica,  or 
Bretany,  as  the  source  of  romantic  fiction. 
But  to  this,  the  swie  objections  arise  that 
hare  been  started  with  respect  to  the  rest. 
Mr.  Ettis,  in  the  introduction  to  his  /^  Spe- 
cimens of  Early  English  Romances,'^  plausi* 
bly  suggests  that  all  are  compatible.     He 
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iasiagines  ''  that  the  scenes  and  oharacteri  of 
our  romantic  histories  were  very  gtsnerally, 
though  not  exclusiyely,  derived  from  the  Bre- 
tons^ or  from  the  Welsh  of  this  island ;  that 
much  of  the  colourings  and  perhaps  some  par- 
ticular adventures^  may  be  of  Scandinavian 
origin,  and  that  occasional  episodes,  together 
with  part  of  the  machinery,  may  have  been 
borrowed  from  the  Arabians  */'  Which  is  as 
much  as  to  say,  that  each  nation  contributed 
$<m^Mng,  and  very  likely  they  did ;  but  which 
flemished  the  greater  part,  or  which  origi- 
nated the  whole,  is  just  as  obscure  as  }>efore 
a  ''reconciliation"  of  opinions  was  projected. 
This  conciliatory  system  will  remind  the 
reader  of  Boccacio's  tale  of  Z%e  Three  Rifigs, 
**  the  question  o^  which  is  yet  remaining/' 

Another  supposition  attributes  th^  cMef 
source  of  romantic  fiction  to  classical  and 

1  Vol.  I.  p.  36. 
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mythologi^  authots ;  thai  ib,  to  the  stories 
of  Greece  and  Rome«  somewhat  altered  by 
modem  usages.  To  this  belief  Mr.  Southey  * 
and  Mr.  Dunlop  seem  to  incline.  The  latter 
adds^  that  ''  after  all>  a  great  proportion  of 
the  wonders  of  ronmnce  must  be  attributed  to 
the  imagination  of  the  authors."  But  when 
tiiese  wonders^  similarly  constructed,  per- 
yade  tl^e  most  remote  countries,  there  must 
be  something  more  than  an  author's  imagina- 
tion brought  into  the  account.  Consideration, 
however,  is  due  to  the  idea  of  a  classical 
origin ;  and  this,  blended  with  the  rest,  may 
help  to  make  up  a  perfect  system.  Before  I 
proceed  to  the  attempt,  I  would  advert  to 
eertain  observations  which  Mr.. Dunlop  has 
promulgated  in  his  ''  History  of  Fiction.'* 
He  says^  ''  It  cannot  be  denied,  and  indeed 
has  been  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Warton,  tluU 

1  Introdactioii  to  Amtdis-  of  Ginl.  ^ 
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theficHcm  of  the  Arabians  and  Scalds  are  t(h- 
tally  different  i."  Mach  misunderBtandiiig 
would  doubtless  be  ayoided  by  accumte  re- 
ferences :  and  if  Mr.  Dunlop  be  correct  i^ 
what  he  asserts^  it  would  be  a  pleasant  thing 
to  know  the  edition  and  page  to  which  he  al- 
ludes. In  contradiction  to  the  insinuation 
here  thrown  out,  Warton  says,  **  But  as  the 
resemblance  which  the  pagan  Scandinavians  bore 
to  the  eastern  nations  in  manners,  monuments, 
opinions,  and  practices,  is  so  very  percep- 
tiBLE  AND  APPARENT,  an  inference  arises, 
that  their  migration  from  the  east,  must  have 
happened  at  a  period  by  many  ages  more  re- 
cent, and  therefore,  most  probably  about  the 
time  specified  by  historians  '•"  And  again» 
''These  practices  and  opinions  co-operated 
with  kiildred  superstitions  of  dragons,  dwarfs, 
fairies,  giants,  and  enchanters,  which  the  tradi* 

I  Page  ISt.  2  Disfertation  L  p.  zxTiii. 
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Horn  of  the  gothic  Scalders  had  already  planted: 
and  produced  that  extraordinary  species  of 
composition  which  has  been  called  Ro- 
mance'." In  another  place^  indeed,  he  ad- 
mits that  there  were  "  but  few**  of  these 
monsters  in  the  poetry  of  the  most  anciedt 
Scalds ;  but  that  few  is  quite  sufficient  for 
the  argument. 

So  that,  one  would  think,  Warton  supplies 
no  testimony  in  support  of  a  doctrine,  which 
I  cannot  help  fancying  may  be  proved  alto- 
gether groundless.  **  Allowing  the  early 
Scaldic  odes  to  be  genuine,'*  says  Mr.  Dun- 
lop,  ''  we  find  in  them  no  dragons,  giants, 
magic  rings f  or  enchanted  castles.  These  are 
only  to  be  met  with  in  the  compositions  of 
the  bards  who  flourished  after  the  native  vein 
of  Runic  fabling  had  been  enriched  by  the 
tales  of  the  Arabians  \**  This  is  an  extremity. 

1  Hist  of  Eng.  Poetiy,  Vol.  I.  p.  110.  3  Yd.  I  p.  164. 
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cautioos  method  of  writing ;  for  wfafle  we.eon- 
tend  Uiat  the  easterns  fonuabed  the  ground- 
work, and  fix  the  dat^  Mn  Dnnlop  may  tell 
us^  be  it  when  it  may,  that  It  was  subsequent 
to  the  period  in  ^ich  the  Runic  fable  flou- 
rished in  its  native  purity.  Let  us  examine, 
however,  how  far  his  bold  assertion  may  be 
maintained,  respecting  the  poetical  machi- 
trery  adopted  by  the  ancient  Scalds.  Let  us 
revert  to  the  Edi>a  V  a  monument  "  tout-i- 
fait  unique  en  senespece,"  as  Mon»eur  Mal- 
let assures  us%  and  try  whether  there  be  not, 
in  fact,  almost  the  whole  of  what  he  has  re- 
jected# 

1  *<  The^dda  was  compiled,  undoubtedly  with  maay  addhioii^ 
tfild  iolwpolaUoiu,  from  fiotions  and  tniditioM  in  the  old  Rniiic 
poemt,  by  Socniind  SigftuMoo,  sQiDamed  the  Leaned,  aboat  the 
year  106T."— WAtBTON.  But  Wartoa  hai  not  profitd  hia  mm* 
dMAUdfg}  aad  though  I  do  not  deny  the  prob«biii^  of  inteipoUi-^ 
ttoaa,  I  thall  not  relinqnith  the  OitmU,  &c.  withont  farther 

ptrfc 

S  "MonuAenedela  Mythol.  et  do  la  Poeeie  dea  C^tea,"  &c  ' 
P.1S.  Fraf. 
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Gylfe  va»  kiag  of  S^^efieBif  fLa4  a  c^lurat^ 
ed  magioiaii.  Wfaea  a  colony  of  Afljotics  ar^ 
riired  in  Us  country  (a  trndirtion  wlu^h  a^a 
strength  to  niy  hypotbsis)  he  a^un^  the 
form  of  an  cid  man,  and  journeyecl  to  the  city 
of  Asgard.  '^  Sed  Assa  etant  perfi^picw^iores, 
(imo  ut)  praevLdejoent  iter  ^jas,  ev^mcfiejimi' 
natione  ocolonun  eicciperent.  Tunc  cemfib^. 
ilk  aUum  palatium:  Tecta  ^us  evatit  tectar 
anreisclypeis,  ut  teotumnovuio.  I4a loquitar 
Oiodolfios :  '  Tectum  ex  auro  mioante*  Par 
rietes  ex  lapide^  Fundamina  aute  ex  ismt^Vuii 
fecere  As®  sagaelores  '•' " 

Here,  beyond  dispute,  is  an  enctumted  cMkn 
And  not  only  so,  but  the^  cconmon  oriental 


1  "  Bat  the  Asiatics  were  more  <|iiick-aigbted  ;  iia/»  tbej.fort- 
stw  hU  joimey,  and  deceived  him  with  their  enchantments.  Then 
he  hdtMeL  kftyftim»;  its  mofr  nen  ooured  «iUi  g»Mrn jUMs^ 
like  anew  roof.  Tbos  Diodolfins  speak%  of  it.  <  The  Asif^ics,  diore 
skilfol,  ma^  the  roof  of  shi&ing  gold,  and  its  walls  of  stone ;  the 
foDodatioBs  of  the  hdl  wtno  moontains*' "— (Tonmjofi  V  Xof .  3V.  qf 
iheSdda. 
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practice  of  pnttiBg  a  number  of  qoestioiii  as 
the  test  of  a  peraon's  wisdom,  occurs  in  this 
▼ery  fable.  '^  Qui  est  le  plus  anden  on  le 
premier  des  Dieax  ?**  is  first  asked,  and  other 
interrogatories  follow,  of  a  similar  character. 
Then  for  the  Giants — ^in  the  Runic  mytho* 
logy  nothing  is  more  common.  Speaking  of 
the  formation  of  man,  the  Edda  obsenres,  (I 
follow  the  French  translation  of  M.  Mallet.) 
**  Get  homme  fut  appell^  Yme;  les  G^ans  le 
nomment  Oergelmer,  et  c'est  de  lui  que  toutes 
leurs  fanulles  descendent,  coiQme  cela  est  di^ 
dans  la  Voluspa.  *  Toutes  les  Prophetesses 
yiennent  de  Vittolfe ;  les  sages  de  Vilm6de, 
LES  Gbans  de  Yme,'  et  dans  un  autre  en- 
droit :  '  Des  fleuves  Elivages  ont  coul6  des 
goutes  de  venim,  et  il  souffla  un  v.ent  d^oii  un 
Giant  Alt  formi.  De  lui  wrment  touUs  les 
races  Gigantesques*  K""     In  this  place  we  have 

1  M^Mogie  Cdtiqm.  p.  U.     . 
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not  merely,  an  accidentalnotice  of  giants,  but 
their  full  genealogy,  and  a  quotation  from  a 
poem  still,  more  ancient  than  the  Edda,  in- 
troduced in  support  of  it.  Afterwards  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  Dtoarfs;  '^Alors  les 
Dieux  s'etant  assis  sur  leurs  thrdnes  rendirent 
la  justice  et  delibererent  sur  ce  qui  concer- 
noit  les  Nains.  Cette  esp6ce  de  creatures 
s'etoit  form^e  dans  la  poudre  de  la  terre, 
comme  les  vers  natssent  dans  un  cadavre  ." 
And  again  of  the  Fairies  and  Genii,  or  beings 
answering  to  them.  "Xes  unes  sont  d'origine 
divine,  d'autres  descendent  des  Genies,  d'au- 
tres  des  Nains,  comme  il  est  dit  dans  ses 
vers :  II  y  a  des  Fees  de  diverse  origine,  queU 
^tes  unes  viennent  des  Dieux,  et  (fautres  des 
Gbnies,  d^ttutres  des  Nains  V  This  fable 
gives  a  very  curious  account  of  the  fairies  : 
'*  Voici,"    says  M*  Mallet,   "  une   Theorie 

1  M^hohgk CsUiqm,  p.30.  2  iM(f.p.3G. 

VOL,  I.  b 
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complette  de  la  F4erie ;''  but  they  are  perhaps, 
as  Bishop  Percy  has  remarked,  more  analogoim 
to  the  Weird  Sisters  than  to  the  popular  notion 
of  fairyism  in  the  present  day.  The  ninth  hhle 
of  the  Edda,  alludes  to  "  Les  Genies  lumi< 
neux/'  who  are  said  to  be  ^'  plus  brillans  que 
que  le  soleil ;  mais  les  noirs  sont  plus  noir» 
que  la  poix^"  And  what  is  this  but  the  good 
and  bad  genii  of  eastern  romance  ?  Thor*3 
^  vaillante  ceinture,  qui  a  le  pouroir  d'ac*- 
croitre  ses  forces/'  and  the  **  chaine  magi* 
que  •/'  are  equivalent  to  the  enchanted  ring^ 
nor  are  "  le  grand  serpent  de  Midgard/'  with 
other  monsters,  so  unlike  the  oriental  Dra* 
gonS  as  to  preclude  any  comparison. 

In  short,  the  reader  clearly  distinguishes 
the  accordance  of  the  northern  mythology 

i  MffthologU  CeliiquB,  p,  4(K  2  Ibid,  p.  84  and  00. 

S  The  ApocTfpbal  oontiBQation  of  the  book  of  Esther,  and  Bei 
and  the  Dragon,  seem  to  bespeak  the  preyaleoce  of  this  fiotioa  in 
the  East  at  a  wtry  earl/  period. 
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with  that  of  the  East.  I  coaM  cite  many 
more  examples^  but  they  are  unneceBsary; 
and  tf^  as  Mr,  Bunlop  imagines^  '^  in  the 
Eastern  Peris  we  may  trace  the  origin  of 
European  Fairies  V*  by  what  possible  con- 
trivance, if  he  will  be  consistent,  can  he  deny 
to  the  fairies  of  the  North,  that  claim  which 
he  grants  to  the  whole  q/* Europe  ? 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  account  for  the  in- 
troduction of  romantic  fiction,  by  a  channel 
which  appears  to  me  the  most  natural,  and 
therefore,  the  most  likely  to  be  true.  I  would 
begin  with  that  period  in  which  the  persecu- 
tion9  of  the  pagan  rulers,  drove  the  primitive 
Christians  into  the  East.  Full  of  the  myste- 
rious wonders  of  the  Apocalypse,  not  less 
than  of  the  miraculous  records  of  the  Holy 
Ck>spels ;  imbued  with  all  that  the  Old  Tes- 
tament narrates,  and  probably  anticipating 

1  Hist  of  Fiction,  Vol.  I.  p.  165. 

bg 
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similar  iaterposition  from  Heaven  in  their 
own  persons ; .  their  minds  wrought  up  by- 
many  causes  to  the  highest  pitch  of  enthu- 
siasm, and  their  hearts  glowing  with  a  fervour 
that  no  other  ages  can  boast — they  were  well 
prepared  to  receive  the  impressions  naturally- 
made  upon  a  heated  fancy  ;  and  to  put  credit 
in  tales  which  the  distress  of  their  situation 
prevented  them  from  investigating,  and  their 
ignorance  or  credulity  debarred -from,  doubt. 
Hence,  with  the  lives  of  the  Fathers  of  the 
Church,  they  interwove  prodigies  of  another 
land ;  and  being  further  willing  to  address  the 
prejudices  of  those  they  might  hope  to  con- 
vert, adorned  their  martyrologies  with  ficti- 
tious incidents  of  oriental  structure — even  as, 
to  conciliate  the  heathen,  they  introduced 
into  their  religious  buildings,  the  statues  of 
pagan  wprship,  dignifying  them  with  novel 
names,   and  serving  tliem  with  novel  cere- 
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monies.  Not  always  indeed  was  this  the 
process ;  nor  the  apotheosis  always  .inten- 
tional. Succeeding '  times  exhibited  another 
mode  of  realizing  fables^  if  I  may  so  speak; 
and  discovered  another  path  to  falsehood 
under  the  garb  of  truth.  The  monks  ^were 
accustomed  to  exercise  •  themselves  with  de- 
claiming upoathe  iflerits  of  their  patron  saint. 
To  give  a  new  varnish  to  his  fame^  to  excite 
y£t  more. powerfully. either  the  inteUect-s-or 
the  devotion  of  the  drowsy  brotherhood,  they 
added  romantic  fictions  of  their  own ;  and  in-^ 
vented  familiar  stories,  derived  from  an  infi- 
i)ite  variety  of  sources.  .'But  because  eastern 
imaginations. were  more  splendid  and  capti- 
vating— because  Jerusalem,  and  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre were  in  the  East — because  '*  an  idle 
and  lying  horde  of  pilgrims  and  palmers,"  (as 
Mr.  Dunlop  expresses,  it)  annually  brought, 
thither  fresh  subjects  for  credulity  to  feed 
b3 


d  by  Google 


Toaay  ixtboductiok. 

upon^  they  were  the  most  pmrtial  to  (m^^al 
conceptions.  The  fables  which  they  thnt 
constructed  were  laid  by»  fidrly  tnuiscribed, 
andbeautifally  illuminated ;  until,  in  due  time, 
the  monastery  coffers  were  ransacked,  and 
the  gross  and  acknowledged  inventions  of 
earlier  asc^cs  were  imposed  upon  their  late? 
brethren,  as  the  undoubt^  and  TeritaMe  his- 
tory of  teal  fathers  and  real  saints. 
.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the  earlier  ages  of 
Christianity  forged  gospels  were  put  finrth  in 
imitationof  the  true:  while  the  tenets  c^  the 
Persian  magi  were  united  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Son  of  God^  If  this  prove  nothing 
farther,  it  proves  the  facility  with  winch  ou^ 
ental  dogmas  were  interwoven  with  those  of 
the  west.  At  a  more  advanced  period,  other 
legends  written  in  Latin^  and  professing  to 
be  nanratives  of  what  actually  occurred,  were 
again  transcribed,  vrith  manifold  amplifica- 

i  See  Motheim't  Sedet.  Hitt  Cent.  I.  and  III. 
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HooB  by  those  into  wkose  hands  the  manu* 
scripts  m^ht  happen  to  £el1L    Metrical  Teiw 
siottft  wese  then  given ;  and  their  popularity 
soon  indnoed  the  nan*ators  to  step  out  of 
their  iimnediatewa&of  martyrdomytomisetbe 
standard  of  ehivahry  in  the  persons  of  ftmte^ 
Alexander^  Chailemi^e^  and  the  rest.    Let 
it  be  observed,  that  all  these  stories  are  of  a 
similar  cast;  the  Lives  of  the  SmntM,  some 
bow  ot  other>  are  always  connected  with'  the 
fictions  of  every  hero  of  chivalry.    They  in^^ 
variably  work  marvels  in  bdalf  of  their  votar 
ries;  theybeqneathrelicsofsurprizingpower'-^ 
or  tbey  af^ar  in  dreams ;  or  the  utterance  of 
their  mighty  tkames  counteracts  the  potency 
of  magical  delusions,  tec*  &e«  whil»  the  hero 
faimsdf,  treadittgin  the  steps  of  his  canonized 
precnrsor,  becomes  a  distinguished  reSgieux; 
and  at  last  takes  his  place  in  the  calendar-^ 
'•  a  v^^,  very  S  ai  nt.*' 
b4 
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If  my  hypothesis,  therefore;  be  just,  with 
the  return  of  the  exiled  Christiiahs  from  the 
East',  originated  romantic  fiction'  in' Europe. 
But  this,  of  course,  must  be'  taken  with  mo- 
difications.   Time  alone  could  mature,  what 
in  its  progress  acquired  such  extensive  popu- 
larity ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  one  of  the  glaring 
defects  of  other  systems,  that  they  would  re- 
present the  rise  of  that  particular  kind  of 
fable  in  question  to  have  been  almost  instan- 
taneous :  to  have  followed  swift  upon  tlje  in- 
cursions of  the  Saracens— to  have  spriihg  up 
mysteriously  among  the  Scandinavians/  or 
equally,  if  not  more  so,  among  the  Armori- 
cans.    Whereas,  that  which  was  so  wide  in  its 
extent-^so  singular  in  its  efiects— so  deeply 
impressed  on  a  large  portion  of  the  globe, 
must  inevitably  have  had  a  beginning,  and  a 
middle:  it  must  have  been  long  crescent,  be- 
fore it  was  at  the  full.  It  is  true,  the  classical 
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y  stem  lias  not  all  the  objections  wl^ch  meet 
the  other,  on  the  score  of  precipitancy ;  but 
still  it  account^  only  for  that  part  of  romance 
which  is  evidently  built  upon  classic  ground* 
Much  of  the  machinery  is  wholly  different; 
and  from  the  comparatively  few  allusions— 
Crom  the  indistinct  and  monstrous  perversion 
of  Grecian  or  Roman  fable,  we  are  sure  that 
their  knowledge  was  very  limited.  But,  in 
fact,  a  union  of  classic  traditions  with  oriental 
fiction  is  not  only  probable  but  certain;  yet 
my  hypothesis  still  traces  it  to  the  East'. 


1  The  process  bj  which  Uljsses  preserved  himself  from  the 
charms  of  Circe,  is  vexy  similar  to  that  whidi  oocors  in  the  story 
of  **  Beder  Prince  of  Persia,  and  Giahaore  Princess  of  Samandal/' 
in  the  Arabian  Tales  ;  and  the  fable  of  the  Cjclops  is  found  in  the 
third  voyage  of  Sinbad  the  Sailor.  Bat  Homer  is  known  to  hare 
been  a  great  wanderer,  and  to  have  picked  np  mnoh  traditionary 
matter  in  the  East  and  elsewhere.  Speaking  of  the  fable  of  Ata« 
lanta,  Wartonhas  observed,  (Diss,  on  the  Gest  Rom.  r.  3.)  that 
"  It  is  not  impossible  that  an  oriental  apologue  might  have  given 
rise  to  the  Grecian  fable."  This,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  has  often 
been  the  case. 

b5 
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For  it  wiU  be  noticed^  AatEattem  conceptions 
inrariably  predominate,  even  where  the  sub- 
ject 18  confessedly  classic ;  as  in  the  stories 
of  Alexander,  Cee&ar,  and  olhers.  Besides 
the  incursions  of  these  leaders  into  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  might,  as  it  has  happened  int 
similar  cases,  leave  certain  traditionary  monu- 
ments of  their  own  belief*.  This,  however,  I 
by  no  means  intend  to  urge« 

When  instances  of  those  who  fled,  or  were 
exiled  to  the  East,  or  voluntarily  settled  there, 
are  so  numerous,  it  would  be  idle  to  weary 
the  reader's  attention,  by  entering  into  any 
lengthened  detail.  The  names  of  Clemens  of 
Alexandria,  of  Ignatius,  Tertullian  and  Ori- 
gen,  are  conspicuous  in  the  second  and  third 
centuries,  with  many  others,  who  were  in 


1  Theie  is  in  the  British  Museum,  I  understand,  a  TURKISH 
MS.  Poem,  of  which  Alexander  the  Chreat  is  the  hero.  It  is  said 
to  bare  been  written  in  the  14tb  centary',if  not  earlier. 
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eonstant  intercourse  wkk  the  West ;  and  die 
soft  and  jrteldmg  <duuractet  of  these  timai 
pteseiited  a  plastic  suvfitce,  to  every^  eyen  the 
slightest  tottcfa*  In  the  early  part  of  the 
foiurth  century  the  foandation  of  Constanti* 
nople^  which  drew  from  Italy  such  a  large  po* 
pulattOB^  would  fadlitate  the  interchange  of 
literature ;  for  it  is  not  improbable,  that  many 
of  the  Afioatics  ^  driven  from  their  settlements 
by  the  influx  of  the  foreigners,  would  hasten 
to  occupy  the  homes  which  the  others  had  va« 
cated.  At  all  erents,  the  new  settlers  in  the 
East  had  friends  and  connections  in  their 
father-land,  with  whom  it  was  natural,  and 
eren  necessary,  that  tiiere  should  be  a  certain 

1  I  use  this  term,  and  one  or  two  following,  with  some  latitude. 
Gibbon  calls  tiie  little  town  of  Chrysopolis,  or  Scutati,  "  tJU  AH" 
tOic  mdwrb  of  Cotutauimcpk :"  and  the  extreme  approxiBMtbn  of 
the  two  shores ;  the  constant  and  easy  intercoarse  from,  and  before 
the  time  of  Xoxes,  &c.  downward,  not  omitting  the  Atiatiepopu- 
kakm  which  has  been  so  long  naturalized  there,  sufficiently  autho- 
rize the  expression. 

b6 
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intercourse.  Towards  the  concliiaion  of  the 
third  century,  when  monachism  was  so  vehe^ 
mently  propagated,  and  -  th^  East  inundated 
with  a  restless  class  of  men,  who  strolled  about 
in  pursuit  of  proiselytes  (not  much  unlike  the 
errant-knights  of  a  subsequent  age)  the  por- 
tion I  have  laid  down  is  more  clearly  evinced. 
It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  my  subject,  if, 
in  speaking  of  this  singular  fabt,  I  used  other 
language  than  that  of  the  historian  of  the  Ro* 
man  empire.  "  The  progress  of  the  monks," 
says  this  philosophic  writer,  *'  was  not  less 
rapid,  or  universal,  than  that  of  Christianity 
itself.  Every  province,  and  at  last,  every 
city  of  the  empire,  was  filled  with  their  in- 
creasing multitudes ;  and  the  bleak  and  bar- 
ren isles^  from  Lerins  to  Lipari,  that  arise  out 
of  the  Tuscan  sea,  were  chosen  by  the  Ana- 
chorets,  for  the  place  of  their  voluntary  exile. 
An  easy  and  perpetual  intercourse  by  sea  and 
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land  connected  the  provinces  of  the  Roman 
world ;  and  the  life  of  Hilarion  displays  the 
facility  with  which  an  indigent  hermit  of  Pa- 
lestine, might  traverse  Egypt,  embark  for  Sici^ 
lify  escape  to  Epirtis,  and  finally  settle  in  the 
island  *of  Cyprus.  The  Latin  Christians  em- 
braced the  religious  institutions  of  Rome. 
The  pilgrims,  who  visited  Jerusalem,  eagerly 
copied,  in  the  most  distant  cUmes  of  the  earth, 
the  faithful  model  of  monastic  life.  The  dis- 
ciples of  Antony  spread  themselves  beyond  the 
tropic,  over  the  Christian  empire  of  CEthiopia  *. 
The  monastery  of  Banchor',  in  Flintshire, 
which  contained  above  two  thousand  brethren, 
dispersed  a  numerous  colony  among  the  bar- 
barians of  Ireland  ;  and  lona,  one  of  the  He- 
brides, which  was  planted  by  the  Irish  monks, 

1  See  Jerom.  (torn.  i.  p.  126);  Assemai^m,  (Bibliot.  OrieDt. 
torn.  iv.  p.  92.  p.  S57— 919)  and  Geddes's  Church  Hist,  of  <£tbi- 
opia,  p.  29,  30,  31. 

2  Camden's  BritaDoia,  Vol.  i.  p.  666,  667. 


d  by  Google 


riii  IKTttOWICTION. 

diffused  over  the  northern  regions  a  doubtful 
ray  of  science  and  superstition^" 

The  roving  character  of  the  monks^  there- 
fore, is  another  link  of  the  chain  by  which  I 
introduce  oriental  fiction  into  the  West  5  and 
it  is  utterly  impossible,  (maturely  weighing 
the  habits  and  propensities  of  this  class  of 
people),  that   they  should  not  have  picked 
up  and  retained  the  floating  traditions  of  the 
countries  through  which  they  passed.  "  Some 
of  the  early  romances,"  says  Mr.Walker  %  "  as 
well  as  the  legends  of  saints,  were  undoubt- 
edly fabricated  in  the  deep  silence  of  the  clois- 
ter. Both  frequently  sprung  from  the  warmth 
of  fancy,  which  religious  seclusion  is  so  well 
calculated  to  nourish ;  but  the  former  were 
adorned  vriih  foreign  embellishments.^*  It  is  ex- 


1  Gibbon's  DM^Ufieofuf  Fa//,  Vol.  6.  p.  245, 6,  Ed.  1811. 

9  <*  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Romantic  Fabling  in  Ireland/* 
p.  4« — 4to. 
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actly  ontlds  footings  (though  I  certainly  in-* 
elude  the  /ii#fer*r-that  is,  the  legends  of  the 
saints,  in  the  idea  of  foreign  embellishment!) 
that  I  would,  place  the  hypothesis  I  have  ad- 
ranced ;  and  here  Mr.  Walker's  opinion,  that 
Ireland  is  indebted  to  Italy  for  some  of  her 
fictions,  derived  originally  from  the  East,  will 
find  ccmfirmation.  They  might,  at  the  same 
time^havebeen  received, by  way  of  Enolanb, 
and  as  history  testifies  the  fact  of  a  colony  of 
monks  from  thence,  taking  root  in  Ireland, 
the  notion  is  more  than  probable.  But  in 
either  case,  the  original  is  the  same*  As  fur* 
ther  corroborative  I  may  add,  that  in  the  ninth 
century,  Crdie  and  Sicily  were  invaded  and 
conquered  by  the  Arabs ;  who  iikewise  en- 
tered Italy,  and  almost  approached  Rome. 

I  need  scarcely  allude  to  the  crusades  as 
sources  of  romipiiic  fabling.  They  are  undis*- 
puted  parts  of  the  system  -,  and  probably,  at 
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the  termination  of  the  third  expedition,  toward 
the  close  of  the  twelfth  century,  this  kind  of 
writing  was  at  its  height.  Chivalry  was  then 
followed  with  a  steady  devotion,  which  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  soon  afterwards  abated; 
and  was  rather  the  undulation  of  the  water, 
succeeding  the  tempest,  than  the  tempest  it4 
self.  The  fourth  and  fifth  crusade  followed 
at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  years;  but 
upwards  of  thirty  elapsed  before  the  sixth  and 
last.  The  blood  and  coin  that  had  been  so 
uselessly  lavished,  might  well  conduce  to  sa-: 
tisfy  the  most  enthusiastic  crusader,  and  stem 
the  torrent  of  popular  superstition :  while  the 
surprizing  frenzy  that  had  so  long  desolated 
both  hemispheres,  from  its  very  intensity,  was 
calculated  to  subside,  and  introduce  a  juster 
mode  of  thinking,  and  more  rational  ideas* 
Time,  which  allays  all  other  passioijie^  could 
not  but  temper  this  ;  and  the  last  of  these 
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frantic  expeditions  appears^  to  my  imagination^ 
the  desperate  effort  of  expiring  fanaticism-^ 
the  last  violent  straggle  of  religious  persecu- 
tion in  the  East.  With  the.  decline  of  chi- 
valry; the  fictions^  which  principally  attained 
their  celebrity  during  its  zenith^  (because 
they  had  become  incorporated  with  it ;  though 
originally  independent  and  extraneous;)  would 
naturally  cease  to  be  regarded;  and  the  ex- 
travagant conception's  which  this  institution 
cheri6hed>  would^  when  good  sense  resumed, 
0^  assumed  her  proper  place,  necessarily  fall 
into'.decay. 


SECTION  II. 

I  now  hasten  to  the  Gesta  Romanorum  ; 
and  purpose  giving  a  brief  outline  of  its  his- 
tory, with  a  notic6  of  certain  stories,  which. 
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without  reference  to  their  own  indiTidoal 
merit,  have  been  raised  into  higher  impoEU 
ance  by  furnishing  the  groundwork  of  many 
popular  dramas.  I  shall  also  take  occasion 
to  o£Per  a  few  remarks  upon  the  translation 
now  before  the  public,  elucidatory  of  certain 
points  which  seem  to  require  explanation* 

The  Gbsta  Romanokum  was  one  of  the 
most  applauded  compilations  (^  the  nuddle 
ages.  The  method  of  instructing  by  fiMea, 
is  a  practice  of  remote  antiquity ;  and  baa 
always  been  attended  with  very  considerable 
benefit  Its  grefit  popularity  encouraged  the 
monks  to  adopt  this  medium,  not  only  for  the 
sake  of  illustrating  their  discourses,  but  of 
making  a  more  durable  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  their  illiterate  auditors.  An  abstract 
argument,  or  logical  deduction,  (had  they  been 
capable  of  supplying  it,)  would  operate  but 
faintly  upon  intellects,  rendered  even  more 
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obtuse  by  the  rude  nature  of  their  customary 
occupations;  while^  on  the  other  hand,  an 
apposite  story,  would  arouse  attention,  and 
stimuhite  the  blind  and  unenquiring  devotion, 
which  is  80  remarkably  chai'acteristtc  of  the 
middle  ages. 

The  work  under  consideration  is  compiled 
bom  old  I^n  chronicles  of  Roman,  or  ra- 
ther, as  Mr.  Warton  and  Mr.  Douce  think, 
of  Gbbmak  invention.  But  this  idea*  with 
ail  sulnnission,  derives  little  corroborative 
evidence  from  fact.  There  is  one  story,  and 
I  believe,  but  one,  which  gives  any  counte- 
nance to  it.  That  a  few  are  extracted  from 
German  authors,  (who  may  not,  after  all,  be 
the  mveniors}  is  no  more  pro<^  that  the  com- 
piler was  a  Giennan,  than4bat,  because  some 
stories  are  fbund  in  the  Roman  annals,  the 
irfiole  book  was  the  production  of  a  lAtin 
writer. 
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Oriental,  legendary,  and  classical  fables; 
heightened  by  circumstances  of  a  strong  ro- 
mantic cast,  form  the  basis  of  ;this  sin- 
gular composition.  But  the  authorities 
cited  for  classical  allusions  are  of  the  lower 
order.  Valerius  Maximus,  Macrobius,  Aulus 
Gellius,  Pliny,  Seneca,  Boethius,  and  occa- 
sionally Ovid,  are  introduced ;  but  they 
do  not  ^ways  Contain  the  relation  which  they 
are  intended  to  substantiate ;  and  it  is  in- 
variably much  disguised  and  altered.  The 
oriental  apologues  are  sometimes  from  the 
romance  of  "  Baarlam  and  Josaphat,"  and  in 
several  instances  from  a  Latin  work  entitled, 
"  DeClericali  Disci  plina,"  attributed  toPetrus 
Alphonsus,  a  converted  Jew,  godson  to  AI- 
phonsus  I.  of  Arragon,  after  whom  he  was 
named.  There  is  an  analysis  of  it  by  Mr.  Douce 
inserted  in  Mr.  Ellis*s  Specimens  of  Early 
English  Romances.  According  to  the  former  of 
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these  gentlemen,  two  productions  bearing  the 
title  of  Gesta  RoMANORUM,,and  totally  dis- 
tinct from  each  other,  exist.  I  confess,  I  see  no 
good  reason  for  the  assertion.  I  take  it  to  be 
the  same  work,  with  a  few  additions,  not  so 
considerable  by.  any  means  as  Mr.  Douce 
imaginles^  This  I  shall  shew,  by  and  by. 
Of  the  present  performance,  though  it  pur- 
ports to  relate  the  Gests  of  the  Romans, 
there  is  little  that  corresponds  with  the  title. 
On  the  contrary,  it  comprehends  "  a  multi- 
tude of  narratives,  either  not  historical ;  or 
in  another  respect,  such  as  are  totally  uncon- 
nected with  the  Roman  people,  or  perhaps 

1  "  In  hci,  the  two  Gestas  may  just  as  well  be  eonsidefed  the 
same  work,  as  the  different  rersions  of  the  Wise  Masters,  or  of 
Kalilah  a  Damnah.  The  term  Gesta  Romanomm  implies  nothing 
more  than  a  collection  of  ancient  stories,  many  of  which  might 
be  the  same,  but  which  wonld  natorally  rary  in  various  countries 
according  to  the  taste  of  the  collector,  in  the  same  manner,  as 
different  stories  are  introdaced  in  the  Greek  Syntipas,  the  Italian 
Erastns,  and  English  Wise  Masters/'— DUN LOP.  Hist,  of  Fie- 
fwi,Vol.n.p.l70. 
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the  most  preposterous  misrepresentationfi  of 
their  history.  To  cover  this  deviation  from 
the  promised  plan,  which,  by  introducing  a 
more  ample  variety  of  matter,  has  contributed 
to  increase  the  reader's  entertainment,  our 
collector  has  taken  care  to  preface  almost 
every  story  with  the  name  or  reign  of  a  Roman 
emperor;  who,  at  the  same  time,  is  often  a 
monarch  that  never  existed,  and  who  seldom, 
whether  real  or  supposititious,  has  any  con-* 
cem  with  the  circumstances  of  the  narra* 
tive\" 

The  influence  which  this  work  has  had  on 
English  poetry,  is  not  the  least  surprizing 
fact  connected  with  it.  Not  only  the  earlier 
writers  of  our  country— Gower,  Chaucer,  Lyd- 
gate,  Occleve,  &c.  have  been  indebted  to  it, 
but  also,  as  the  reader  will  perceive  in  the 
notes,  the  poets  of  modern  times*    Its  popu« 

1  WaktoH.    ViBstri.  on  Q,  B,  p.  lU* 
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lacity  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  is 
proved  by  many  allusions  in  the  works  of  that 
period*  An  anonymous  comedy,  published 
early  in  the  following  reign,  and  entitled 
"  Sir  Giles  Goosecap^  observes, — *'  Then  for 
your  lordship's  quips  and  quick  jests,  why 
Gesta  Romanorum  were  nothing  to  them  V 
In  Chapman's  "  May-Day  *,"  a  person  speak* 
ing  of  the  literary  information  of  another  cha- 
racter, styles  liim — "  One  that  has  read  Mar- 
cus  Aurelius,  Gesta  Romanorum,  the  Mir- 

rour  of  Magistrates,  8cc to  be  led  by  the 

nose  like  a  blind  beare  that  has  read  no- 
thing*!" 

The  author  of  this  popular  work,  has  been 
often  guessed  at,  but  nothing  certain  is  known. 
Warton  believes  him  to  be  Petrus  Berchorius, 
or  Pietre  Bercheur,  a  native  of  Poitou  ;  and 

1  London.    Printed  for  J.  Windet,  1606. 

S  Act  UI.  p.  S9.    leil.  3  Wartotc. 
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prior  of  the  Benedictine  convent  of  Saint  EIoJ, 
at  Paris,  in  the  year  1362,  Mr.  Douce,  on 
the  other  hand,  contends  that  he  is  a  German, 
because  "  in  the  Moralization  to  chapter  144/' 
[Tale  Lxrv.  of  the  second  volume  of  the 
translated  Gesta,]  **  there  is,  in  most  of  the 
early  editions,  a.  German  proverb;  and  in 
chapter  142,"  [Tale  lxii.  Ibid.']  "  several 
German  names  of  dogs,"  I  apprehend,  how- 
ever, that  these  names  may  be  found  more 
analogous  to  the  Saxon;  and,  at  all  events, 
Warton's  idea  of  an  interpolation,  is  far  from 
improbable.  ;  Mr,  Douce  adds,  that  the  ear- 
liest editions  of  the  Gesta  were  printed  in 
Germany  ;  and  certainly,  they  often  bear  the 
name  of  some  place  in  this  country.  But  in 
the  first  ages  of  the  art  of  printing,  such 
might  be  the  case,  without  actually  itdenti- 
fying  the  point  where  the  impression  was 
struck  off.     It  is  a  fact,  sufficiently  well 
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known,  that  copies  of  certain  books,  printed 
in  Italy,  appeared,  in  every  respect  similar, 
aad  at  the  same  time,  in  many  parts  of  Grer- 
many,  the  Netherlands,  &c.    The  only  ob- 
servable difference  was  in  the  alteri^on  of 
lunses  in  the  title-page.    Now,  if  this  be  true, 
the  Gesta  Ramanorum,  printed  in  Italy,  and 
thence  sent  for  sale  to  some  factor  in  distant 
parts,  might  have  this  person's  name  and  resr- 
dence  affixed,  not  from  any  dishonest  motive, 
bnt  merely  to  announce  the  place  in  which 
diey  were  to  be  sold.     Such  a  supposition  is 
not  beyond  the  bounds  of  probability,  and 
may  be   worth  considering.      Many  copits 
will  be  found  without  date  or  place ;  and  per- 
haps the  inconvenience  and  difficulty  which  a 
new  title-page  created,  mi^t  on  some  occa- 
sions induce  the  booksellers  to  omit  it  alto- 
gether. 
English  idioms  and  proverbial  expressions 

VOL.  I.  c 
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are  «o  frtKfatmt  in  die  GtsU  Ranumenm,  dutt 
th^  might  lead  to  a  supposition  qake  the 
-reverse  of  Mr.  Douee's  idea;  bat,  I  laflier 
eonoei^e  tiiem  the  necessary  conseqmeiK®  of 
transGiiption ;  and  that  Ae  manuscript  was 
thought  to  reqmre  verbal  flcmrishes,  as  well 
as  gUded  maorgins  and  iUaninated  initials. 
In  like  manner,  I  account  ^  the  Saxon 
names  of  dogs  [Tale  lxii.  VoL  ii.]  whixdi  are 
quite  unnecessary,  and  seem  introduced  in 
the  most  arbitrary  manner.  The  incidents  of 
one  story  [Tale  lxxv.  Vol.  ii.  pi^e  306 J  are^ 
said  to  occur  in  the  bishopric  of  Ely.  ''  This 
fact,"  says  the  writer  of  the  Gest,  "  related 
iippn  the  feith  of  many  to  whom  it  was  well 
known,  Z  have  myself  heard,  both  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  and  others."  The 
inference,  therefore  is,  that  the  narrator  was 
either  an  Englishman,  or  one  well  acquainted 
with  the  localities  of  the  place  he  describes. 
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If  the  origin  of  ii»  oth^r  ttomi  he  d^moihl^ 
from  the  po»li<m  laid  ihwn  by  }h^  PlofU^> 
then,  by  parity  of  Te%$f^m^g,  t]|^  iwriter  pf  ilf^ 
tale  in  question  was  the  p9in|Hl^  of  ttie  «ejries 
«— and  nK)at  fnohah^  ei]i  S;;ig}ii^hinf^B  :  ^t  fi^I 
eveotsy  hk  yworik  mig^t  be  f^'epare^  ^i  :¥ng- 
land.     But  this  would  Jk9^  be  .eoneed^ ;  f^pd 
it  is  only  by  auppeiiog  im  liaterp^Utiop  of 
the  story,  ox  of  part  of  the  story,  tl^  tb^ 
dlQculty  is  to  be  obviated.    M  9»y  rat^^  ^h^ 
jcircnm^tance  itself  oaw:iot  j«iaj;ly  be  adduced 
in  proof  eiUier  one  way  or  the  othier.    B^ 
whoearer  was  the  autbor,  or  avihon,  (iffhi^b  ia 
more  probable),  and  wherefver  they  weie  prp- 
dBeed,  it  is  for  the  most  part  agreed  that  these 
•tales  were  colleeted  as  early  as  the  commenoe- 
ment  o£  the  fourteenth  centuiy^r-if  not  long 
before.    Through  a  period  of  five  hundred 
years,  they  have  afforded  a  popular  entertain- 
ment :  the  uncultivated  minds  of  tbf^  middle 
c2 
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ages  valued  them  as  a  repertory  of  theologi^ 
oal  information,  and  later  times  as  an  inex- 
haustible fund  of  dramatic  incident. 

Of  that  which  is  called  by  Mr,  Douce  the 
English  Gesta,  it  now  remains  to 'speak. 
**  This  work  was  undoubtedly  composed  in 
England  in  imitation  of  the  other ;  and  there- 
fore, it  will  be  necessary  for  the  future  to 
distinguish  the  two  works  by  the  respective 
appellations  of  the  originttl,,  and  the  English 
Gesta  *."  "  It  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  a 
work  like  the  original  Gesta  would  stimulate 
some  person  to  the  compilation  of  one  that 
should  emulate,  if  not  altogether  supersede 
it;  and  accordingly  this  design  was  accom- 
plished at  a  very  early  period  by  some 
Englishman,  in  all  probability,  a  monk*." 
The  feeling  on  my  mind  with  regard  to  this 

1  DouoE.    liLtir*  of  Shdk^^ean,  Vol.  II.  p«  862« 
S/Mp.SM. 
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Gesta  certainly  is,  that  it  was  intended  for  the 
the  same  work  as  the  original;  but  that,  in 
4he  transcription,  with  the  latitude  which  the 
"  Adam  scriveners"  of  old  invariably  allowed 
themselves,  many  alterations,  (miscalled  im- 
provements,) were  made,  together  with  some 
additions.  The  English  translations  of  this 
last  compilation  vary  frequently  from  their 
original.  For  instance,  in  the  eighteenth 
chapter  of  the  MS.  ["  English'"]  Gesta,  fol. 
1^.  a  knight  falls  in  love  with  Aglaes,  daugh- 
ter 6f  the  emperor  Polentius;  but  in  the 
Engli^  translation  of  the  story  (in  1648,  a 
thin  l%Qio.  containing  forty-^four  stories)  this 
same  person  is  styled  Phtlomin  us.  It  forms 
"  The  fourteenth  History/'  Now  the  fact, 
that  no  manuscript  of  this  Gesta,  exists 
in  any  of  th^  catalogues  of  continental  libra- 
lies,  is  easily  accounted  for,  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  its  being  transcribed  in  England,  and 
c3 
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consequently  confiaed  to  tbfi«  c^rafttry.  For 
othet  nations,  Ueing  in  po<ill;e««idit  6f ai^ftlltii^n*- 
tteated  originaly  would  bav^  Uttte  iiiditfoetnent 
to  seek  after  a  newly  fabricated  copy.  English 
verses  found  therein^  with  Englisb  proper 
names,  and  English  law  terms,  and  ihodes  of 
speech^  (argiimetite  oil  which  Mr.  Douce  lays 
much  stressi)  no  tnore  oonstitute  another 
work  than  Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  translated 
by  Roscommon ;  or  than  JDonne's  Satires, 
modernized  hy  Pope. 

As  the  ahnexed  tales  gkve  ocoasion  to  some 
of  Shakspefarigf's  ptiefs,  hvA  moreover  €rei  B6t 
defective  in  that  kind  of  interest  Which  is  the 
jleotiliar  merit  of  i»ucfa  things,  I  shall  tran- 
scribe as  ibany  as  appear  in  the  English 
tfatii^ktidn  ^  following  Mr.  Dduce'^  arrange- 


ford,  O.  Conyen,  at  the  Ring  b  Little  Britain^  and  J.  W."    It  ia 
a'  t^piuA  i)t  the  edmoA  6f  16^,  oontainidg  (bny-firaf  stoitei  i  and 
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maiEkU  tn  ord^  to  shew  that  the  di£B3£eiice 
betweto  the  two  Gestas  is  not  so  wide  as  this 
gentleman  appears  to  imagine.  Such  as  are 
of  no  interest,  I  shall  omit. 

CHAPTER  I. 

There  reigned  some  time  in  Rome  a  tvise  and 
mighty  emperor,  named  Anselm,  who  did  bear  in 
bis  arms  a  shield  of  silver  with  five  red  roses ;  tliis 
emperor  had  three  sons  whom  he  loved  much ;  he 
had  also  continual  war  with  the  king  of  Egypt,  in 
which  war  he  lost  all  his  temporal  goods  except  a 
precious  tree.  It  fortuned  after  on  a  day  that  he 
gave  battel  to  the  same  king  of  Egypt,  wherein  he 
was  grievously  wounded,  nevertheless  he  obtained 
the  victory,  notwithstanding  he  had  his  deadly  wound : 
wherefore  while  he  lay  at  point  of  death,  he  called 

is  rather  •oap'ce.  Tbo  title-page  aasurei  lu  that  it  i«  "  Yeiy  plea- 
sant in  reading,  and  profitable  in  practice."  I  hope  it  may  he 
fimnd  so.  Amongst  the  late  Sir  M.  M.  Sjkes's  books,  was  A 
Bkik  Ijstler  eopy  of  tlto  same  wmk,  printed  in  1M>  **  h(j 
Edward  Crowch  for  A.  Crook."  It  is  in  excellent  eooditioii,  wfakh 
■Mt  other  eopief  are  n^t. 

c4 
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.jmto  hit  eldest smiy  and  leid:  My  denriAd  well-bfi* 
loved  soDi  all  my  temporal  rtehea  are  spaot,  and 
almost  nothing  is  left  me,  but  a  precious  tree,  -die 
which  stands  in  the  midst  of  my. empire;  I  £[ive  to 
thee  all  that  is  undar  the  earth,  and  dbove  At  earth 
of  the  same  tree.  O  my  reverend  fiither  (quoth  he) 
I  thank  you  much. 

Then  said  the  emperor,  call  to  me  my  second  son. 
Aoon  the  eldest  son  greatly  joying  of  his  fiither's 
gift,  called  in  his  brother ;  and  when  he  came,  the 
emperor  said,  my  dear  son,  I  may  not  mnike  my 
testament,  forasmuch  as  I  have  spent  all  my  goods, 
except  a  tree  which  stands  in  the  midst  of  mine 
empire,  of  the  which  tree,  I  bequeath  to  <thee  $3i 
that  is  great  and  small.  Then  answered  he  and 
said,  My  reverend  father,  I  thank  you  much. 

Then  said  the  emperor,  call  to  me  my  third  son, 
and  so  it  was  done.  And  when  he  was  come,  the 
emperor  said,  My  dear  son,  I  must  die  of  these 
wounds,  and  I  have  only  a  precious  tree,  of  which 
I  have  given  thy  brethren  their  portion,  andio  thee 
I  bequeath  thy  portwn :  for  I  will  that  thou  liave  of 
tkewd  tree  all  that  is  wet  and  dry.  Then  said  his; 
SOU!  'Fadiery  I  thank  youu  .£oon  after  tbe^essiNnKar. 
had  made  his  bequest,  he  died.  And  shortly  after 
the  eldest  son  took  possession  of  the  tree.     Now 
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wbeti  die  second  son  heard  this,  he  came  to  hm,  say- 
iagt  My  brother,  by  what  law  or  tide  occupy  you 
das  tree  ?  Dear  brother,  quoth  he,  I  occupy  it  by 
^8  title,  my  Cither  gave  me  all  that  is  under  die 
earth,  and  above  of  the  said  tree,  by  reason  there^tf 
the  tsne  is  mine.  Unknowing  to  thee,  quoth  the 
seocmd  Inrodiar,  he  gave  unto  me  all  that  is  great 
and  small  of  the  said  tree,  and  therefore  I  have  as 
great  right  in  the  tree  as  you.  This  hearing  the 
third  SOB,  he  came  to  them  and  said.  My  well-be- 
loved Inethren  itbehoveth  you  not  to  strive  for  this 
tree,  for  I  have  as  much  right  in  the  tree  as  ye,  f<He 
t>y  the  law  ye  wot,  that  the  last  will  and  testament 
ought  to  stand,  for  of  truth  he  gave  me  of  the  said 
tree  aU  that  is  wet  and  dry,  and  therefore  the  tree 
by  rigbt  is  mine :  but  forasmuch  as  your  words  are 
of  great  foorce  and  mine  also,  my  counsel  is,  that  we 
be  judged  by  reason:  for  it  is  not  good  nor  com- 
mendaUe  that  strife  or  dissension  should  be  among 
us.  Here  beside  dwelleth  a  king  full  of  reapon^ 
therefore  to  avoid  strife  let  us  go  to  him,  and  each 
of  US  lay  his  right  before  him ;  and  as  he  diall 
judg^  kins  stand  to  his  judgoKnt :  dien  said  his 
bisdaes  thy  counsel  is  good,  wherefore  diey  went 
all  AeBeuntatheJdngofrtasontand  each  of  dian 
c5 
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g^ird'alfy  the#ed^  tbrth  his  lAght  unto  hhA,  ttfc  ft  !r 
Mi  before. 

When  the  kin^  had  hdkrd  the  titles,  he  reheurd^ 
dketn  all  again  severally :  First,  saying  to  the  eldest 
son  thtis :  You  say  (quoth  the  king)  thdt  yout  flrtliffir 
gave  you  all  that  is  undet  the  earth  and^libifVtf  di^ 
earA  of  the  said  tree.  And  toi  the  ^e<<ond  b^hetr 
he  bequeltthed  all  that  is  gt^td  ahd  fci^ll  df  ^  tiM« 
And  to  the  third  brother  he  gdf e  ^  thiH  b  Wet  ftfiid 
dry. 

Arid  with  that  he  kid  the  kW  t^  them,  dftd  said 
thut  this  will  ought  tb  stand. 

Vow  my  dear  friends,  briefly  I  shall  satitiHe  iSi 
your  requests,  and  wheik  he  had  thtis  said,  hii  tiilii^ 
ftiin  unto  the  eldest  brother,  saying.  My  dear  (Hend, 
if  you  list  to  abide  the  judgment  of  right,  it  be* 
hdVeth  you  to  be  letten  blood  of  the  right  arm. 
My  lord,  (quoth  he)  your  will  shall  be  done.  Then 
die  king  called  for  a  diiltreet  )phyridian,  t;dnmiand«^ 
ing  hiitl  to  let  him  blodd;- 

When  the  eldest  ioh  wte  tetten  blood,  Ae  king 
Hii  unto  them  all  three :  My  dear  friends.  Where  is 
yobr  ftther  buried?  then  ahswered  they  and  'liaid : 
forsooth  my  lord  inrsuch  a  place.  Anon  Ak  king 
fitoitnimded  todrg  ht  th^  grbund  fdf  the  Body,  kml 
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to  take  a  bone  out  of  his  breast,  and  to  bury  the  body 
again :  and  so  it  was  done.  And  when  the  bone  was 
taken  out,  the  king  commanded  that  it  should  be 
laid  in  tbe  blood  of  the  dider  brother,  and  it  iho^ 
lie  till  it  had  received  kindly  the  blood,  and  th^i^  p(k 
be  laid  in  the  sun  and  driedt  ajtid  ^fter  that  it  should 
be  WBsht  with  clear  water;  bis  servants  Mfilied  all 
that  he  had  c<Hiimahded :  and  when  they  be^n  to 
wa^,.die  blood  vanished  clean  away,  when  the  hiag 
saw  UiiB,  Ik  said  to  the  second  son.  It  behoveth  thai 
thoit  be  letten  blood,  as  thy  brother  was.  Then  said 
he,  My  lords  will  shall  be  fulfilled^  and  anon  he  Wat 
doae  waito  like  a*  he  broker  was  in  all  things^  a^ 
when  they  began  to  wa^  the  bonet  the  blood  yanish^ 
away*  Then  s^id  the  king  to  the  third  son,  It.be* 
iioTeth  thee  to  be  letten  blood  likewise.  Heanawcred 
and  snid,  My  lord  it  ^ineth  me  wdi  so  to  be.  Whcfa 
tbe  youngest  biodier  was  letten  blood,  and  done  unto 
in  aS  things  aft  the  two  brethred  were  beforii^  the« 
the  kkii^'s  servients  beg»i  to  wash  the  bone,  but  nei*- 
dier  fot  mrashing  nor  rubbing  might  they  do  away 
the  blood  of  ^e  bbne,  but  it  evar  afifiaarefi  Uooiiy : 
when  the  king  tiaw  this^  he  said  it  appeaieth  openly 
now  that  thk  blood  is  of  ^  natiii^  of  the  bone, 
thott  art  bis  tnie  son,  and  tii<|  other  Wo  ftr«  bastfxds, 
I  judge  thee  the  tree  for  evermore. 
c6 
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CHAPTER  II. 

In  Rome  there  dwek  sometimes  a  noUe  enqpe* 
for,  named  Diodesian,  who  loved  exceedingly  the 
ingftne  of  charity,  wherefore  he  desired  greatly  lo 
know  what  fowl  loved  her  youQg  best,  to  the  intent 
that  he  might  thereby  grow  to  more  perfect  char, 
rity ;  it  fortuned  upon  a  day,  that  the  emperor  rode 
to  a  forrast  to  take  his  disport,  whereas  he  fi>und 
the  nest  of  a  great  Urd,  (called  in  Latin  strvciio 
eakpdf  in  English  an  ostridge)  with  her  youngs  the 
whJdi  yoimg  bird  the  emperor  took  with  hin,  and 
cloeed  her  in  a  vessel  of  glass,  the  dam  of  diis  little 
bird  followed  unto  the  emperor's  palaee,  and  flew 
into  the  hall  where  her  yonng  one  was*  But  wheft 
sbe  saw  her  young  one,  and  could  not  come  te^Iw/ 
nor  get  her  out,  she  returned  again  to  the  foitMrS^ 
and  abode  there  three  days,  and  at  the  last  die  ' 
•came  i^ia  to  the  palace,  bearing  in  her  moudi  a 
wopB  called  thmaref  and  when  she  c«ne  where 
her  young  one  was,  she  let  the  worm  ftll  ufonAe 
glas^  by  vhrtne  of  whidi  worm  the  glass  brak%aad 
the  young  one  flew  forth  with  her  dam.  When  the  - 
empttor  saw  tliis»  he  pcamd  mujeh  the^dam  of  the 
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Urd,  which  laboured  to  diKgendy  (o  dditer  her 
young  one. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

^  The    emperor  Gauterus,**  &c. — This    is  the 
XXIst  Tale,  Vol.  II.  of  the  original  Oesto ;  and,  as  ' 
the  reader  wBI  see,  not  related  with  much  variety. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

In  Rome  some  time  dwelt  a  mig^  trnpetOTf 
naa^ed  Philominusi  who  had  one  oidy  daughta*^ 
wha  waa&ir  and  gracious  in  the  sight  of  every  mani 
who  had  to  name  Aglaes.  There  was  also  in  the 
en^elroK^s  palace  a  gentle  kni^t  that  loved  dewly 
this  lady.  It  befel  after  on  a  day,  that  ^m  knighl 
ta&ed  mth  this  lady,  and  secretly  uttered  his  de^ 
sice  to  her.  Then  she  said  courteously,  seeing  you 
haivft  uttered  to  me  the  secrets  of  your  honrt,  I  ffiiH 
likelriae  fi>r  your  love  utter  to  you  the  secretsof 
my  liefurt»  «id  truly  I  say,  that  ahove  aU  odier  I 
lovo  you  best.  Then  said  the  kni^  I  purpose  to 
yiiil  tbo  Hdy  Land,  and  tbeielbre  give  ne  your 
troth,  that  this  seven  years  you  shall  take  no  olb^ 
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nan,  btkt  only  for  my  love  U>  tarry  (sHt  me'  60  1<H^ 
and  if  I  come  not  again  by  this  day  seven  yeata^ 
then  take  what  man  you  like  best  And  likewise  I 
promise  you  that  within  this  seven  years  I  will  take 
no  wife.  Then  said  she,  this  covenant  pleaseth  me 
well.  When  this  was  said,  each  of  them  was  be- 
trothed to  other,  and  then  this  knight  took  his  leave 
of  the  lady,  and  went  to  the  Holy  Land.  Shortly 
after  the  emperor  treated  with  the  king  of  Hunga- 
ria  for  the  marriage  of  his  daughter.  Then  came 
the  king  of  Hungary  to  the  emperor's  palace,  to  see 
his  daughter,  and  when  he  had  seen  her,  he  liked 
iKiarvdknis  we^  h«r  beauty  and  her  behaviour,  so 
that  the  emperor  and  the  king  were  accorded  in  aU 
tlikigs  as  touching  the  marriage,  upon  the  condi* 
tion  thtit  the  damsel  would  consent.  Then  called 
the  emperor  the  young  lady  to  him,  and  said,  O 
my  fkir  daughter,  I  ha^^e  provided  for  thee,  that  a 
king  shall  be  thy  husband,  if  diou  list  consent,  there*- 
fore  tell  me  what  ansvv«r  thou  wilt  give  td  this. 
I'heii  s^  she  to  her  fiither,  it  pleaseth  me  weU : 
but  oiie  thing,  dear  father,  I  intreat  of  you,  if  it 
might  i^ease  ydu  to  gratit  me  t  I  have  vowed  to 
ibe^  wy  virginity,  atid  not  to  marry  these  seven 
years?  fhere&re,  dear  father,  I  beseech  you  for  aU 
tins  love  that  is  bet#een  yoiyr  graeioos  ftthetbood 
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mA  Mf^  flint  yen  name  no  nan  to  be  tdy  httsbwid 
tffl  tJbese  seyen  years  be  ended,  and  tbcn  I  aliall  be 
teiAy  in  all  thingfs  to  fiilfil  your  will.  Then  aaid 
the  etnpeifor,  sith  it  is  so  that  thou  bast  thus  vowedy 
I  will  not  break  diy  tow,  but  when  these  seven  year* 
be  expired,  thou  sbalt  haVe  the  king  of  Hungaty  to 
thy  httBbknd. 

Then  die  emperor  sent  fbriA  his  letters  td  the 
fefilg  df  Hungary,  praying  him  if  it  migbt  pleiise 
hifli  to  ittay  seven  3re&r8  for  the  love  of  his  daughter^ 
and  then  he  should  speed  without  filfl.  Herewilfe 
the  king  was  pleased  and  content  to  stay  the  prefixed 
day. 

Afid  when  the  seven  yeaafs  were  ended,  lav^e  a 
ds^,  €tk6  youtig  lady  stood  in  her  chamber  windemr* 
and  vrept  sore,  saying,  Woe  and  alas^  as  u>^manam 
waf  love  promised  to  be  wiUi  me  again  from  the 
Holy  Ladd:  and  also  the  king  of  Hungary  to^nior«< 
tfow  will  be  here  to  marry  ine,  according  to  my  fin 
-  ihe^n  promise :  and  if  nay  love  comes  not  at  a  cor^ 
tm  hour,  then  am  I  utterly  deceived  of  the  inward 
love  Ibear  to  him. 

When  ^^  day  eaine,  the  king  hasted  toward  tb6 
emperbfi  ti»  marry  his  daughter,  and  waa  royally 
utaykl  ift  purple.  And  ^^tMk  the  king  was  riding 
Ml  hie  waff  thMxtk  came  a  kmght  riding  oja  Us  way, 
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who  said,  I  am  of  the  empire  of  Rome,  and  now  am 
lately  come  from  the  Holy  Land,  and  I  am  ready  ta 
do  you  the  best  service  I  can.    And  as  diey  rode 
talking  by  the  way,  it  began  to  rain  so  ftst,  that  all 
the  lung's  apparel  was  sore  wet :   then   said  the 
knight,  my  lord  ye  have  done  foolishly,  for  as  milch 
as  ye  brought  not  with  you  your  house :  then  said 
the  king,  Why  speakest  thou  so  ?  My  house  is  large 
and  broad,  and  made  of  stones,  and  mortar,  how 
ahould  I  bring  then  with  me,  my  house  ?  thou  speakest 
like  a  fool.    When  this  was  said,  they  rode  on  till 
Aey  came  to  a  great  deep  water,  and  the  king  smote 
his  horse  with  his  spurs,  and  leapt  into  the  wateci  so 
that  he  was  almost  drowned.     When  the  knight 
saw  this,  and  was  over  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water  without  peril,  he  said  to  the  king.  Ye  were 
in  peril,  and  therefoto  ye  did  foolishly,  because 
you  brought  not  with  you  your  bridge.      Tlien 
said  the  king,  thou  speakest  strangely,  my  bridge  is 
made  of  lime  and  stone,  and  containeth  in  qualily 
more  than  half  a  mile ':  how  should  I  then  bear  with 
me  my  bridge?  therefore  thou  speakest  foolishly. 
Well,  said  the  knight,  tfiy  foolishness  may  turn  thee 
to  wisdom.     When  the  kiftg  had  ridden  a  little  iur* 
tber,  he  asked  the  kn^t  vtrhat  time  of  day  it  was.^ 
Then  said  the  knighf,  if  Imy  man  hath  list  to  eat»  it* 
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18  time  of  the  day  to  eat.  Wberelbre  my  lord,  pray 
take  a  modieum  with  me,  for  that  is  no  dishpnour  to 
you,  but  great  honour  to  me  before  the  states  of 
this  empire :  Then  said  the  king,  I  will  gladly  eat 
with  thee.  They  sat  both  down  in  a  fair  Tine  gar- 
den, and  there  dined  together,  both  the  king  and 
the  knight  And  when  dinner  was  done,  and  that 
the  king  had  washed,  the  knight  said  unto  the  king, 
My  hnrd  ye  have  done  foolishly,  for  that  ye  brought 
not  with  you  your  father  and  mother.  Then,  said 
the  king,  what  sayest  thou  ?  My  father  is  dead, 
and  my  mother  is  old,  and  may  not  travel,  how 
slunild  I  then  bring  them  with  me  ?  therefore  to  say 
the  truth,  a  foolisher  man  than  thou  art  did  I  never 
hear.  Then  said  the  knight,  every  work  is  praised 
at  the  end. 

When  the  knight  had  ridden  a  little  further,  and 
nigh,  to  the  emperor's  palace,  he  asked  leave  to  go 
from  him,  for  he  knew  a  nearer  way  to  the  palace, 
to  the  young  lady,  that  he  might  come  first,  and 
carry  her  away,  with  him.  Then  said  the  king,  I 
pray  thee  tell  me  by  what  place  thou  purposest  to 
ride  ?  then  said  the  knight,  I  shall  tell  you  the  truth  ; 
this  day  seven  years  I  left  a  net  in  a  place,  and 
BOW  I  purpoc^  to  visit  it,  and  draw  it  to  me,  and  if 
it  be  whole,  then  will  I  take  it  to  me,  and  keep  it 
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m  n  pre^om  jewel ;  if  it  He  biokia»  tken  wifl  I 
Jeftve  k :  and  when  he  had  thus  sftid,  he  took  hit. 
leuve  of  the  king,  And  r^Kle  foitbi  buf  die  king  ke^ 
^  broad  highway* 

When  the  emperor  heard  of  the  king's  comuig^ 
^  went  towards  him  with  a  great  company^  and 
i^oyally  received  him,  causing  htfn  to  shift  his  wet 
ddaths,  and  to  put  on  fresh  apparel.  And  whioi 
the  emperor  and  the  kii^  were  set  at  mtat^  the 
empefor  welcomed  faim  wi^  all  the  cbear  and  So* 
laee  that  he  could.  And  when  he  had  escteo,  the 
emperor  asked  tydings  of  the  king ;  My  lord,  said 
hej  I  shall  tell  you  what  I  hav^  heard  thk  di^  by: 
die  way :  there  came  a  knight  to  me,  said,  reve- 
rently saluted  me ;  and  anon  ieiller  there  fell  a  great 
rain,  and  greatly  spoiled  my  apparel.  And  ailois 
the  knight  said,  Sir^  ye  have  done  foolishly,  for 
that  ye  brought  not  with  you  your  house.  Then 
said  the  emperor,  what  eloat^ag  had  the  knight 
on  ?  A  cloak,  quoth  the  king.  Then  said  the  enw 
peror,  sure  that  was  a  wise  man,  ibr  the  house 
whereof  he  spake  was  a  cloak,  and  therefore  be  said 
to  you,  that  you  did  foolishly,  because  you  came 
without  your  cloak,  then  your  ^loaths  had  not  he&a, 
spoiled  with  rain.  Then  said  the  king,  whoi  be 
bad  ridden  a  little  furtherj    we  came  to  a  deep 
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watfir,  And  I  8MM«  my  hor&e  wi^  ny  ap^inrsy  ftfkd  I 
was  akdoost  drovmed,  but  he  tid  ^M>U]g^  Itie  wa^v 
widi«o»  any  peril :  tben  said  lie  to  me,  yOu  dM 
fooHsMy,  for  that  yon  brongit  not  widi  yon  yoinr 
bridge.  Verily  said  the  emperor,  he  tmdi  tm^, 
for  he  called  the  squires  the  bridge,  that  should  have 
ridden  before  you,  and  assayed  the  deepness  of  the 
water.  Then  said  the  klag,  we  rodte  further,  and 
at  the  last  he  prayed  me  to  dine  with  him.  And 
i^^ien  he  hid  dined,  he  said,  I  did  iMiwkely,  beeause 
I  brought  not  widi  me  my  fath^  and  mother. 
tnij  Uad  the  emperor,  h6  was  a  wisd  nido,  aftd  saidl 
[wictdy] :  for  he  called  your  fkther  and  mother,  bread 
mid  Wi^,  and  othel^  vi^fdal.  Then  said  the  kin^i 
111%  tode  further,  and  anon  ofler  he  asked  me  kave 
to  go  firom  mcf  and  I  asked  earnestly  whether  he 
w^t :  fmd  he  answered  again,  and  said,  this  -day 
seren  years,  I  left  a  net  in  a  private  place,  atid 
liow  I  Will  ride  to  see  it ;  and  if  it  be  broken  a»l 
torn,  then  will  I  leave  k,  but  if  it  be  as  I  left  tt» 
dien  afaall  it  be  unto  me  right  preeiaias.  When  tba 
emperor  heard  this,  he  cryed  with  a  loud  voice*  and^ 
said,  O  ye  my  knights  and  servants,  come  ye  with 
liie  speedily  unto  my  daughter's  chamber,  for  surely 
dmt  is  Che  net  of  whidi  he  spake ;  and  forthwith  his 
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Imights  and  servants  went  unto  his  daughter's  cham- 
ber, and  found  her  not,  for  the  aforesaid  knight  had 
taken  her  with  him.     And  thus  the  king  was  de^  - 
ceired  of  the  damsel,  and  he  went  home  again  to 
hit  own  country  ashamed. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

Theodosius  reigned,  a  wise  emperour,  in  the 
citj  of  Rome,  and  mighty  he  was  of  power;  die, 
which  emperour  had  three  daughters.  So  it  liked 
to  this  emp^our  to  know  which  of  his  daught^v 
loved  him  l>est.  And  then  he  said  to  the  eldest 
daughter,  how  much  lovest  thou  me?  forsooth, 
quoth  she,  more  than  I  do  myself  therefore,  quoth 
he,  thou  shalt  he  highly  advanced,  and  mamed  her 
to  a  rich  and  mighty  king.  Then  he  came  to  the 
second,  and  said  to  her,  daughter,  how  much  lovest 
thou  me?  As  much,  forsooth,  said  she,  as  I  do 
myself.  So  the  emperour  married  her  to  a  duke. 
And  then  he  said  to  the  third  daughter,  how  much 
lovest  thou  me  ?  forsooth,  quoth  she,  as  much  as 
ye  be  worthy,  and  no  more.  Then  said  the  empe- 
jeour,  daui^ter,  sith  thou  lovest  me  no  more,  thou 
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Atlt  not  be  married  bo  richly  as  thy  sisters  be.  And 
then  be  married  her  to  an  earl.  After  this  it  hi^ 
peaed  that  the  emperour  held  battle  against  the 
king  of  £g3rpt.  And  the  king  drove  the  emperottr 
out  of  the  empire^  in  so  much  that  the  emperour 
had  no  place  to  abide  in.  So  he  wrote  letters,  en* 
sealed  with  his  ring,  to  his  first  daughter,  that  said 
diat  she  loved  him  more  than  herself,  for  to  pray 
her  of  succouring  in  that  great  need,  because  he  was 
put  out  of  his  empire.  And  when  the  daughter  had 
read  these  letters,  she  told  it  to  the  king,  her  hus- 
band. Then,  quoth  the  king,  it  is  good  tibat  we 
succour  him  in  this  need.  I  shall,  quoth  he,  ga« 
theren  an  host  and  help  him  in  all  that  I  can  or  may, 
and  that  will  not  be  done  wifhout  great  costage. 
Yea,  quoth  she,  it  were  suifficient  if  that  we  would 
grant  hiin  five  knights  to  be  in  fellowship  with  him, 
while  be  is  out  of  his  empire.  And  so  it  was  ydone 
indeed.  And  the  daughter  wrote  again  to  the  fa- 
ther, that  other  help  might  he  not  have  but  five 
knights  of  the  king  to  be  in  his  fellowship,  at  the 
coat  of  the  king  her  husband.  And  when  the  em- 
perour heard  this,  he  was  heavy  in  his  heart,  and 
said,  idas !  alas !  all  my  trust  was  in  her,  for  she 
said  she  loved  me  more  than  herself,  and  thertlbre  I 
advanced  her  so  high. 
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Then   lie  wMe  to  the  second  4lat  mad  she 
loved  him  as  much  as  herself,  and  witea  ahe  had 
read  his  letters,  she  shewed  his  orand  to  her  hum- 
band,  and  gave  him  in  counsel  4hat  be  should  &ad 
liim  meat  and  drink  and  dothiiig  henestly,  as  for 
the  state  of  such  a  lord  during  tine  of  his  need. 
And  when  this  was  granted,  she  wvote  letters  agam 
to  her  father.     The  emperor  was  heavy  widi  tbia 
answer,  and  said,  "  Sith  my  two  dauf^tars  have 
thus  treated  me,  soothljr  I  shall  prove  the  third. 
And  so  he  wrote  to  the  third,  that  said  the  loved 
him  as  much  as  be  was  worthy,  aQd  prayed  her  of 
succour  in  his  need,  and  told  her  the  answer  of  her 
two  sisters.    So  die  third  dfiughter,  when  she  had 
considered  the  mischief  of  h^  father,  she  told  her 
husband  in  this  form :   *  My  worshipful  lord,  do 
succour  me  now  in  this  great  need,  my  father  ia 
put  out  of  his  empire  and  his  heritage.'    Then  spake 
he,  *  What  were  thy  wlU,  I  do  thereto  V    '  That  ye 
gather  a  great  host,'  quolh  she,  *  and  help  him  to 
fight  against  his  enemies.'     *  I  shall  ^Ifil  thy  will,' 
said  the  earl,  and  gathered  a  great  host,  and  went 
with  the  emperour  at  his  own  oostage  to  the  battle, 
and  had  the  victory,  and  set  the  emperour  again  in 
his  heritage.  And  then  said  the  emperour,  *  blessed 
be  the  hour  I  gat  my  youngest  daughter :  I  loved 
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her  less  than  any  of  tbe  other,  and  now  in  my  need 
jihe  hath  succoured  me,  and  the  other  have  jrfailed 
me ;  and  therefore  after  my  death  she  shall  have 
mine  empire.  And  so  it  was  done  indeed ;  for  after 
the  death  of  the  emperour,  the  youngest  daughter 
reigned  in  his  stead,  and  ended  peaceably.  Harl. 
MS.  No.  7888. 

This,  as  the  reader  \nll  be  aware,  is  the  story  of 
Lear  in  Shakspeare ;  but  there  were  many  popular 
tales  built  upon  the  same  story. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

There  was  a  powerful  emperor  cidled  Andro- 
'  nicus,  before  whom  a  knight  was  wrongfiolly  ac« 
cused.  When  the  diacge  could  not  be  substantia 
ated,  his  majesty  proposed  to  him  certain  puzzling 
questions,  which  were  to  be  accurately  answered^ 
under  pain  of  death.  The  knight  expressed  himr 
self  ready  to  do  his  best.  Then  said  the  emperOr, 
*  How  far  is  heaven  distant  from  hell  ?  That  is  the 
first  question.*  *  As  far,'  replied  he,  *  as  a  sigh  is 
from  the  heart.' 

Emperor,  And  how  deep  is  the  sea  ? 

Knight,  A  stone's  throw. 
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timperor.  How  many  flaggons  of  salt  water  are 
there  in  the  sea  ? 

KnigfU.  Give  me  the  number  of  flaggons  o( fresh 
water,  and  I  will  tell  you. 

•  •  •  0  •  ♦•  ♦ 

Emperor.  To  the  first  question  you  answered, 
that  the  distance  between  heaven  and  hell,  was  ^ 
great  as  between  a  sigh  and  the  heart.  How  can 
this  bet  \ 

Knight.  A  sigh  passes  from  the  heart  with  th^ 
rapidity  of  a  glance ;  and  in  like  manner  the  soiu 
goes  from  the  body  into  a  state  of  punishment  or 
happiness. 

Emperor,  How  is  the  depth  of  the  sea  a.  stone's 
throw? 

Knight.  All  weight  descends;  and  because  a 
stone  is  heavy  it  drops  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  at 
once.     Its  depth  is  therefore  a  stone's  throw.     - 

Emperor.  And  how,  if  you  knew  the  number  of 
flaggons  of  fresh  water,  could  you  estimate  the 
number  of  salt  ?  This  seems  impossible. 

Knight.  Be  good  enough  to  try  it.  Begin  the 
reckoning  yoursdf. 

The  emperor,  pleased  with  the  knight's  shrewd* 
ness,  bids  him  *  Go  in  peace/ — MS.  Copy  of  the 
Gest.  Rom. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Booonius  was  emperor  of  Rome,  &c.  &c. 
This  is  the 'same  story  as  the  LII  Tale  of  the 
original  Gesta,  Vol.  2.    Overpassed  hy  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAPTER  XXVir. 

ABtonius  governed  the  tnty  of  Rome  with  great 
wisdom.  He  was  exceedingly  fond  of  the  game  of 
chess ;  and  observing,  on  one  occasion,  that  when, 
the  men  were  replaced  in  the  bag  as  usnal,  the  king 
was  confounded  widi  the  inferior  pieces,  it  led  him 
to- reflections  upon  the  vanity  of  human  greatness. 
He  thereupon  determines  to  make  a  triple  division 
of  his  kingdom,  and  hasten  to  the  Holy  Land.  He 
did  so,  and  died  in  peace. 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

The  emperor  Averrhoes,  &c.  &c« 
This  is  the  story  of  the  knight  Pladdus,  in  the 
XXX  Tale  of  the  original  Gestai  with  some  varia- 

VOL.1.  d 
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tions*  Vol.  f.    This  also  Mr.  Douce  lias  omitted 
to  observe* 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

The  following  talei  together  with  Mr.  Douce's 
remarks,  I  extract,  verbaHnh  from  the  second  vo<* 
lume  of  the  JllustratioQS  of  Shakspeare.  It  hap- 
pened in  Rome,  under  the  reign  of  one  Plebens, 
according  to  the  MS.  It  should  be  premised  that 
the  first  part  of  the  story  resembles  Tale  LXIX. 
Vol.  I. 

*^  A  law  was  made  at  Rome  that  the  sentinds  of 
the  city  should  each  night  examine  what  was  passr 
ing  in  all  the  houses,  so  that  no  private  murd^s 
should  be  committed,  nor  any  thing  done  where)^ 
the  city  shoidd  be  endangered.  It  h^ppejiied  dia^ 
an  old  knight  named  Josias  hadmarried  a  young 
and  beautiful  woman  who,  by  the  sweetness  of  her 
singing,  attracted  many  persons  to  his  house,  seve- 
ral of  whom  came  for  the  purpose  of  making  love 
to  her.  Among  these  were  three  young  men  who 
were  high  in  the  emperor's  favour.  They  respec- 
tively  agreed  with  the  woman  for  a  private  assig- 
nation, for  which  she  was  to  receive  twenty  marks; 
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Sie  discloses;  the  master  lo  hef  bmdbaody  but  not 

choosing  to  giv^  up  th^  iw^^  pretaik  on  him  to 

consent  to^tbe  miird^  qf  tbe  gaUsnts,  and  thejoob^ 

bing  of  th^  persqos*    Th&  is  i^comj^iriidd^  and 

the  bodies  deposited  in   a  cellar.    Hie  womiitti 

mindfiil  o|^  di$  oew  law  that  bad  been  made,  sends 

{or  one  of  ^  the  s^tineU,  Who  was  bcfr  brother,  pre* 

tends  that  her  husband  bad  kiUed  it  man  in  a  quaf* 

rel,  and  prevails,  on  l^m^  ^r  a  reward^-to  dupose  of 

the  dead  body.    She  then  deUvers  to  htm  the  first 

of  the  young  xa$n,  whom  he  puts  u^tofa  sadc;:  and 

throws  into  the  sea.    0^  his  return  to  the.silrteri 

she  pretends  to  go  in^  the  ceHar  todrawwiaei 

'  and  cries  put  for  help.    When  the  saatind. comes  to 

her,  sbe  tells  him  that  the  dead  man  is  returned. 

At  this,  he  of  course  exprjssses  much  surprise^  but 

putting  the  second  body  mto  his  sack,  ties  a  stone 

round  its  neck  and  plifnges  it  into  the  sea*    Re« 

turning  once  more,  the  woman,  with  additional  acts 

pkys  the  same  part  again.    Again  he  is  deceired, 

and  taking  away  the  third  body*,  carries  it  into  a 

forest,  makes  a  fire,  and  consumes  it.    During  dus 

operation  he  has  occasion  to  retire,  and  in  the  mean 

time  a  knight  on  horseback,  who  was  going  to  a 

tournament,  passes  by,  and  alights  to  warm  himself 

i2 
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Ht  ithe  .'fire.  On  the  other's  return,  the  knight  is 
mistaken  for  the  dead  man,  and  with  many  bitter 
words -thrown  into  the  fire,  horse  and  aliS  The? 
sentiQbl  goes  back  to  his  sister,  and  receives^  the 
stipulated  reward.  A  hue  and  cry  had  now  been 
made  afler  the  young  men  who  were  missing.  The 
husband  and  wife  engage  in  a  quarrel,  and  the  mur- 
der  is  of  course  discoyered. 

**  This  story  has  been  immediately  taken  from 
The  seven  wise  Masters^  where  it  forms  the  example 
of  the  sixth  master.  The  ground^work -is,  no 
doubt,  oriental,  and  may  be  found,  perhaps  in  its 
most  ancient  form,  in  The  UUle  hunchbacked  tayhr^ 
of  The  Arabian  Nights*  It  was  imported  into  £u« 
rope  very  early,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  \WAy 
and  entertaining  French  minstrels,  who  hare  treated 
it  in  various  ways,  as  may  be  seen  in  Le  Grand  ^ 
Fableaux  et  Contes^  torn,  iv.,  where  it  is  related  five 
times.  The  several  imitations  of  it  fi*om  The  seven 
wise  masters^  may  be  found  in  all  the  editions  of 
Prince  Erastus,  an  Italian  mddificadon'  of  the  Wise 
masters.    It  forms  the  substance  of  a  well-con« 

1  Setting  aside  the  iragkal  part  of  this  storjr,  it  wovld.be  wuk- 
oeptible  of  mnch  comic  effect* 

2  It  is  corions  that  the  differeooe  in  the  editions  of  the 
Wise  wtoiUfM,  Mr.  Doooe  calls  a  MomriCAtlON  ;  but  the  samo 
kind  o^  thing  in  the  Chtia,  is  «  distrnd  wmri. 
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stnicted  and  entertaining  story  of  two  friars,  John 
and  Richard,  who  are  said  to  hav^  resided  at  Nor- 
wich, in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fifth.  This  is  re- 
lated in  Jley wood's  History  of  wrnien,  under  the 
title  of  The  faxre  ladie  of  Norwich  ^  and  has  crept 
into :  Slomefield's  History  of  Norfolk  in  a  very  ex- 
uaordinary  manner,  unaccompanied  with  any  com- 
ment, but  with  the  addition  of  the  murderer's  name, 
who  is  unaccountably  stated  to  be  Sir  Thomas  £r- 
pii^ham,  a  well-known  character  \  In  ^he  Bod- 
leian library  there  is  an- old  En^sh  poem  entitled, 
A  merry  jest  of  Dane  HerUf  munch  of  Leicestrcy  and 
how.  he  was  fowre  times  ilain^  and  once  hanged. 
PrintedatLondon,by  J.  Aide,  in:4to.  without  date. 
This  is  probably  th6  same  story,  which  has  certainly 
been  lx>nrowed  from  one  of  those  related  by  the 
Horman  minstrels." 

1  P.  253,  folio  edit 

2  <*  Vol.  iii.p.  647.  Mr.  6oa^  speaks  of  it  as  separately  printed. 
IBrit.  f\)pogr,n.^.  It  is  also  copied  in  Barton's  UnparaUekd 
VmritSkgy^,  ISa  edit.  1090,  12bio.  and  Th*  OmUeman^s  Maga- 
»me,  V^L  i*  p^  310.  It  has  twice  beenrersified  ;  1st  anonymously 
imder  the  title  of  A  hue  and  ay  after  the  Priest,  or,  the  C<mv0tt, 
a  TaU,  1749,  8to;  and  2dl7h7  Mr.  Jodrell,  nnder  that  of  Tha 
Kmght  and  the  Priors,  1765,  ^o.*'  DouCE.  It  should  be  added, 
th«t  it  hat  been  m  ^lird  time  rersified  by  Mr.  Colmani  in  Broad 
Grins f  &c. 

dS 


d  by  Google 


hoxii  IKTKODUCflWK. 


CHAP.  XXXII. 

For  this  eh«ptet  I  am  also  indeUed  to  tJai^IUui^ 
iratUmSi  &c.  .  t( 

"  Follicultt8»  a  knight,  wis  fond  of  >  hnntk^  and 
tounuuinento*  He  had  an  only  son,  fovwhom  tfai^e 
purses  were  provided.  Next  to  this  ehild  he  Ibved 
his  &Icon  and  his  greyhound.  It  hatqpenad  one  day 
that  he  was  called  to  atounuynent,  whither  his  wifb 
and  domestics  went  also,  lesring  the  dnU  in -die 
cradle,  the  gre3^ound  lying  by  him,  and  Hiieftlcon 
on  his  perch.  A  seifiemt  that  inhabited  a  hok  near 
the  castle,  taking  advantage  of  the  profound  silence 
that  reigned,  crept  from  his  habitation  andradvanced 
towards  the  cradle  to  devour  the  child.  The  falcon, 
perceiving  the  danger,  fluttered  with  his  wings  till 
he  awoke  the  dog,  who  instantly  attacked  the  invader, 
and  after  a  fierce  conflict,  in  which  he  was  sorely 
wounded,  killed  him.  He  then  lay  down  on  the 
ground  to  lick  and  heal  his  wounds.  When  tl|e 
nurses  returned  diey  found  the  cradle  overturned, 
the  child  thrown  out,  and  the  ground  covered  with 
blood,  as  well  as  the  dog,  who,  they  immediately 
concluded,  had  killed  the  child.  Terrified  at.  the 
idea  of  meeting  the  anger  of  the  parents,  they  deter- 
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iniiied  to  eseape,  ba^  in  thai  flight  ftU  m  with  their 
ittiBtreiss,  tb  whdim  they  were  eompdkd  to  relate  the 
trtqnposed  rniirder  of  the  child  by  the  greyhound. 
The  kiifglvt  8(oon  wrrived  to  hear  the  sad  story,  and, 
maddened  with  jury^nuhedlbrwmrd  to  the  spot* 
Tbxs^p(H>t  wounded  and  faitfafid  anknal  made  an  effort 
to  rise,  and  wJetcome  ls»  mast^witli  ys^  aeeustomed 
Ibadness ;  l>nt  ^e  enraged  knight  received  him  on 
the  point  of  his  dword)  and  he  fell  lifidess  to  the 
gronnd.  On  eatatn^uMion  of  the  mMBe  the  infant 
was  Ibmid  alive  ana  ni^urt,  asid  the  dead  Ber{»ent 
lyi^byhimi  The  knight  now  peireiii?ed  what  had 
iiaqppened,  lamented  bitterly  ot^  his  faiAJIul  dog» 
aad  blamed  hknsdf  for  having  depended  too  hastily 
on  the  words  of  his  wife.  Abandoning  the  ptofeth 
i^n  of  arms,  he  br<Ae  his  lance  in  three  pieces,  and 
vowed  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  where  he  spent 
Ae  rest  of  his  days  in  peace* 

'*  This  tale  is  likewise  borrowed  by  the  compiler 
of  the  Gesta,  &om  the  Seven  Wise  Masters,  and  of 
oriental  construction.  It  is  originally  in  Pilpay's 
Fables,  being  that  of  The  SarUon  and  the  broken 
FUeher. 

*'  There  is  a  very  extraordinary  tradition  in  North 
Wales,  of  an  incident  resembling  that  in  our  story 
having  happened  to  Prince  Llewellyn  about  the  year 
d.4 
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12054  He  is  said  to  hai^ erect^a  tomb  otet bis 
faithful  4og,  still  known  in  Camarrobsliire  by  Ae 
pame  of  Ctlhart's  GnweK  This  tradition  is  the  sttli- 
ject  of  an  elegant  ballad  by  the  honourable  Mr. 
jSpencer^  privately  printed,  in  p,  single  sheet,  undar 
the  title  pf  Beth  GSlert,  or  the  Grave  of  the  Orey- 
hound.  At  Abergavenny  Priory  Chuiteh  there  is  said 
^o  be  the  figure  of  an  armed  knight  with  a  dog  at 
his  feet;  and  with  thiii  person,  whoever  he  was,  the 
story  of  Celhart  has  also  been  ccMUiected.  JBut  the 
dog,  as  wen  as  other  animals,  is  firequeiitly  found  at 
the  feet  of  figures  on  old  monuments.  On  die  vrfiole, 
^he*  subject  appear)}  not  undeserving  of  the  consideT 
ration  of  Welsh  Antiquaries.  It  would  be  pfopex, 
however,  on  any  such  occasion,  to.  bear  in  mind,  the 
liumerous  applications  of  circiUQStances  altogether 
fabulous  to  red  persons ;  one  example  of  whichlws 
occurred  in  the  story  from  the  Gesta  that  immedi* 
atdy  precedes  the  present. 

"  It  may  be  thought  worth  adding,  that  Virgil's 
original  Gnat  resembled  in  its  outline,  as  given  by 
JDonatus,  the  story  in  the  Gesta*  A  shepherd  there 
falls  asleep  in  a  mafshy  spot  of  ground;  a  serpoit 

1  *'  Jonet'i  Reliquet  of  tk§  Welsh Bardt,  p.  75,  wliere  th^re  i&  «b 
old  Welsh  iong,  or  Englyu  on  the  sabjeot."<^DonC6. 
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^pproadMtt  and  is-about  to  kill  him.  At  this  mo* 
mentagaat  settles. on  the  shepherd's  face,  stings, 
and  awakens  him.  -  He  instinctively  applies  his  hand 
to  the  wounded  part,  and  crushes  the  gnat*  He 
soon  percaves  that  he  had  destroyed  his  benefactor, 
and,  as  the  only  recompense  in  his  power,  erects  a 
jtotoh  to  his  memory/' 

CHAP.  XLVI. 

"  Some  time  ago  in  Rome  there  dwelt  a  noble  em- 
peror, of  great  livelihood,  named  Alexander,  which, 
above  all  yertues  loved  the  vertue  of  bounty ;  where- 
ibre  he  ordained  a  law  for  great  charity,  that  no  man 
under  pain  of  death  should  turn  a  plaice  in  his  dish 
at  his  meat,  but  only  eat  the  whiteside,  and  not  the 
Uack ;  and  if  any  man  would  attempt  to  do  the  con- 
trary, he  should  suffer  death  without  any  pardon : 
but  yet  ere  he  dyed,  he  should  ask  three  petitions 
of  the  emperor  what  him  list  (except  his  life)  which 
should  be  granted  to  him* 

,  "It  befel  after,  upon  a  day,  that  there  became  an 
earl  and  his  son,  of  a  strange  country,  to  speak  with 
the  emperor ;  and  when  the  earl  was  set  at  meat,  he 
was  served  with  a  plaice,  and  he  which  was  an  hun- 
gry and  had  an  appetite  to  his  meat,  after  he  had 
d5 
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eaten  the  white  side,  he  turned  tiie  black  side,  and 
began  to  eat  theredf:  wherefore,  straightway  he  was 
accused  to  the  emperor,  because  he  had  o£fen^d 
against  the  kw.  Then  said  the  emperor,  Let  him 
dye  according  to  the  law  without  any  deky. 

*'  When  the  earFs  son  heard  that  his  father  shoiM 
die,  inunediately  he  fell  down  on  both  his  knees  be-> 
fore  the  emperor,  and  said,  O  my  reverend  lord,  I 
most  humbly  intreat  you,  that  I  may  dye  for  my 
father.  Then  said  the  emperor.  It  pleaseth  me  well 
so  that  one  dye  for  the  oflfence.  Then  said  the  earl's 
son,  Sith  it  is  so  that  I  must  dye,  I  ask  the  benefit  of 
the  law,  that  is,  that  I  may  have  three  petitions 
granted  ere  I  dye.  The  emperor  answered  and 
said.  Ask  what  thou  wilt,  theroshallnoman  say  thee 
nay. 

"  Then  said  this  young  knight.  My  lord,  you  have 
but  one  daughter,  the  which  I  desire  of  your  high* 
ness  *  *  *.  The  enqperor  granted  for  fulfilling 
of  the  laws,  though  it  were  against  his  will  *  *  *.^ 

"  The  second  petition  is  this^  I  ask  all  thy  trea^ 
sure;  and  immediately  the  emperor  granted,  because 
be  would  not  be  called  a  breaker  of  the  law.  And 
when  the  earl's  son  had  received  the  emperor's  trea* 
sure,  he  imparted  it  both  to  poor  and  to  rlch|  by 
meaos  whereof  he  obtained  their  good  wills. 
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**  My  third  petition  is  this,  I  a8k»  my  lord,  that  oil 
their  eyes  may  be  put  out  incontinent  that  saw  my 
ftdier  eat  the  Vi|i(Ck  nde  of  ihe  plaice*  And  they 
that  saw  hhn  turn  the  plaice^  bethought  them,  ^d 
said  within  themselves :  If  we  acknowledge  that  we 
saw  him  do  this  trespass,  then  diall  our  eyes  be  put 
<mjt :  uid  therefore  it  is  better  that  we  hcdd  us  stilt ; 
And  so  diere  was  none  found  that  would  accuse  him« 

"  When  the  Earl's  son  heard  this,  he  said  to  the 
eflq^^eror,  My  lord  (quoth  he)  ye  see  there  is  no  man 
accusedi  my  father^  therefore  give  me  rightful  judg« 
meat.  Then  said  the  emperor,  Forasmuch  as  no 
man  will  acknowledge  that  they  saw  him  turn  the 
plaice,  therefore  I  will  not  that  thy  father  shall  die. 
So  thus  the  son  saved  his  &ther's  life,  and  after  the 
decease  of  the  emperor  married  his  daughter,''  . 

CHAP.  XLVIL 

This  Chapter,  but  with  less  incident,  is  the  twenty* 
fifth  history  of  the  old  English  translation,  which  to- 
lerably well  exemplifies  the  usual  arbitrary  method 
of  departing  from  the  original  text.  As  there  is  little 
interest  in  the  story,  I  pass  it. 
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CHAP.  XLVni. 

"  Selestinus  reigned,  'm  wise  emperor,  in  Rome; 
and  he  had  a  fair  daughter." 

♦  ♦  *  »  *  -• 

[It  is  needless  to  transcribe  this  tale  (which  is  the 
origin  of  the  bond  story  in  Shakspeare's  *'  Merchant 
of  Venice,")  because  it  is  to  be  found  prefixed  to  M 
the  editions  of  the  drama  itself,  from  the  Pecorone 
of  Ser  Giovanni  Fiorentino,  an  Italian  Novelist,  who 
wrote  in  1378.  It  occurs  also  in  an  (dd  EngUab 
MS.  preserved  in  the  Harl.  Collection,  No.  7dd3» 
evidently  translated  from  the  Gesta  Ewumorvm, 
[Temp.  Hen.  VI.]  which  Mr.  Douce  has  given  m 
the  Ist  volume  of  his  very  entertaining  "  Illnstira-. 
tions  of  Shaksp^ure,"  p.  281.  But  as  the  Tak  of  ike 
Three  Caskets  has  not  been  made  so  public,  I  insert 
it  in  this  place,  although  it  fonns  the  XCIX  Chapter 
of  the  MS.  Gesta.    See  also  Note  16.  Vol.  «.] 

'*  Some  time  dwelt  in  Roine  a  mighty  emperor, 
named  Anselm,  who  had  married  the  king's  daugh- 
ter of  Jerusalem,  a  fair  lady,  and  gracious  in  the 
sight  of  every  man,  but  she  was  long  time  with  the 
emperor  ere  she  bare  him  any  child ;  wheirefore  the 
nobles  of  the  empire  were  very  sorrowful,  because 
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ikebt  lord  had  bo  heir  of.  his  owa  body  begotten^ 
till  at  last  it  befell,  that  this  Anselm  walked  after 
jTOiqpier,  in  an  evening,  into  his  garden,  and  belhought 
himself  that  he  had  no  heir,  and  how  the  king  of 
Ampluy  warred  on  him  continually,  for  so  much  as 
he  had  no  son  to  make  defence  in  his  absence . 
therefore  he  was  swrowful,  and  went  to  his  cham- 
ber fmd  slept.  -  Then  he  thought  he  saw  a  vision  in 
hU  sleep,  that  the  morning  was  more  clear  than  it 
vras  wont  to  be,  and  ^at  the  moon  was  much  paler 
on  the  one  side  than  on  the  other.  And  after  he 
saw  a  bird  of  two  colours,  and  by  that  bird  stood 
two  beasts,  which  fed  that  little  bird  with  their  heat. 
And  lifter  that  canie  more  beasts,  and  bowing  their 
breasts  toward  the hird,  went  their  way:  then  came 
there  divers  birds  that  sung  sweetly  and  pleasantly, 
with  that  the  emperor  awaked. 

'*  In  the  morning  early  this  Anselm  remembred 
his  vision,  and  wondred  much  what  it  might  signifie ; 
wherefore  he  called  to  him  his  philosophers,  and  all 
the  states  of  the  empire,  and  told  them  his  dream ; 
charging  them  to  tell  him  the  signification  thereof 
on  pain  of  death,  and  if  they  told  him  the  true  inter- 
pretation thereof,  he  promised  them  good  reward* 
Then  said  they.  Dear  lord,  tell  us  your  dream,  and . 
we  dbdl  declare  to  you  what  it  betokens.  Then  the 
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emperor  told  them  firom  the  begmning  to  the  en&igf, 
ai  if  aforesaid.  When  the  philosophers  heard  diis, 
with  glad  chear  they  answered  and  said,  Sir,  the  vi- 
sioa  tlttit  yon  saw  betokeneth  good,  for  the  empire 
shall  be  clearer  than  it  is. 

**  The  moon  that  is  more  pale  on  the  one  side  than 
on  the  other,  betokeneth  the  empress,  that  hath  lest 
part  of  her  colour,  through  the  conception  of  a  son 
that  ^e  hath  conceived.  The  little  bird  betokened 
the  son  that  she  shall  bear.  The  two  beasts  that  fed 
thiabird,  betokeneth  the  ^ise  and  rich  men  of  iibt 
empire  whidi  shall  obey  the  son.  These  other  beasts 
that  bowed  their  breasts  to  the  bird,  betoken  many 
other  nations  that  shall  do  him  homage.  The  bird 
that  san^  so  sweetly  to  iAn^  little  bird,  betokenelli 
the  Romans,  who  shiA  jrejx^oe  and  sing  beoause>€if 
his  birth.  This  is  the  v&ey  interpretation  of  your 
dream. 

<*  Wh^  the  emperor  heard  this,  he  wausr^t  joy- 
ful. Soon  aftar  that,  the  empress  teavailed  in  child- 
birdn  ^oad  was  delivered  of  a  fair  son»  at  whose  birtk 
^ere  was  great  and  wonderful  joy  made. 

"  When  the  king  of  Ampluy  heard  this,  he  thought 
in  himself  thus:  Lo,  I  have  warred  against  the  <em« 
peror  all  the  days  of  my  life,  and  now  he  hath  ason, 
who  when  be  cometh  to  fUll  age»  will  revenge  the 
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wrong  I  have  doaeagakist  Bb  fkdier^  tUerefinre  it  it 
beUer  tbat  I  s&oA  to  the  empesor,  and  beseedi  hte 
oi  truee  and  peace,  diat  tlie  son  may  have  notfaiag 
agamst  me,  wh^  he  cotneth  tamanhood :  ydkea  he 
had  thus  said  to  himself,  he  wrote  to  the  emperor, 
beseeching  him  to  have  peace*  When  ^  emperor 
ttw  diat  the  king  ofAmj^uy  wrote  to  him  m<»re  for 
fear  tlian  for  love,  he  wrote  again  to  him,  that  if  he 
w6uld  find  good  and  sufficient  anreties  to  keep  the 
peace,  and  bind  himself  aH  the  days  of  his  life  to  do 
him  service  and  homage,  he  w<ndd  receive  him  ts 


"  When  the  king  had  read  the  tenor  of  Aeempe* 
ror's  letter,  he  call'd  his  council,  praying  them  to 
give  him  counsel  how  he  best  might  do>  as  tooefamg 
this  matter.  Then  said  they,  It  is  go6d  that  ye  dbey 
ihe  emperor's  will  and  comanaadment  in  all  things* 
For  first,  in  that  he  desired  of  you  surety  for  the 
peace;  to  this  we  answ^  thus.  Ye  have  but  one 
daughter,  and  the  emperor  one  son,  whcnrdbre  let  a 
marris^e  be  made  between  them,  and  that  may  be  a 
perpetual  covenant  of  peace.  Als^  he  asioeth  Imh 
mage  and  tribute,  whidi  it  is  good  to  £alfil»  Then 
the  king  sent  Ina  messengers  to  the  ^peror,  sayings 
that  he  would  fidfil  his  desire  in  afi  things^  if  it  mi^t 
(dease  his  highness^  that  hSs  son  and  th«  king** 
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dangliter  Qiiglit  b6  married  cogetber.  AH  this  weU 
l^eased  the  emperor,  yet  he  sent  agnin,  saying.  If 
ids  daugfatar  were  a  cleaa  virgin  from  her  binb 
unto  that  day,  he  would  consent  to  that  marriage. 
Then  was  the  king  right  gkd,  for  his  daughter  was 
«  dean  virgin. 

**  Therefore,  when  the  letters  of  covenant  and 
compact  were  sealed,  the  king  furnished  a  fair  i^ip, 
wherein  he  might  send  hb  daughter,  with  many  no- 
Ue  knights,  ladies,  and  great  riches,  upto  the  enqpe- 
for,  for  to  have  his  son  in  marriage. 

''  And  when  they  were  sailing  in  the  sea,  towards  ^ 
Rome,  a  storm  arose  so  extreamly  and  so  horribly 
that  the  ship  brake  against  a  rock,  and  they  were  all 
drowned  save  only  the  young  lady,  which  fixed  hex 
hope  and  heart  so  gres^y  on  God,  that  she  was 
saved,  and  about  three  of  the  clock  the  tempest 
ceased,  and  the  lady  drove  forth  over  the  waves  in 
that  l»6ken  ship  which  was  cast  up  again :  But  a 
huge  whale  followed  after,  ready  to  devour  both  th^ 
^p  and  her*  Wherefore  this  young  lady,  when 
night  came,  smote  fire  with  a  stone  wherewith  the 
ship  wfis  greatly  lightned,  and  then  the  whale  ^urst 
not  adventure  toward  the  ship  for  fear  of  that  light* 
At  the  cock  crowing,  this  young  lady  was  so  weary 
jpfthe  great  ten^st  and  trouble  of  sea,  that  she 
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dept,  and  within  a  Htde  whil^  after  tlie  fire  ceased* 
and  die  whale  came  and  devoured  the  virgin.  And 
jvhen  8fae  awaked  and  found  herself  swallowed  up  in 
4he  whale's  belly,  she  smote  fire,  and  with  a  knife 
wounded  the  whale  in  many  places,  and  when  th^ 
.whale  felt  himself  wounded,  according  to  his  nature 
lie  began  to  swim  to  land. 

"  There  was  dwelling  at  that  time  in  a  country 
near  by,  a  noble  earl  named  Pirris,  who  for  his  re- 
creation walking  on  the  sea  shore,  saw  the  whale 
coming  towards  the  land,  wherefore  he  turned  home 
agun,  and  gathered  a  great  many  of  men  and  wo- 
mai,  and  came  thither  again,  and  fought  with  the 
whak,  and  wounded  him  very  sore,  and  as  they 
smote^  the  maiden  that  was  in  his  belly  cryed  with  an 
high  voice,  and  said,  O  gentle  friends,  have  mercy 
and  compassion  on  me,  for  I  am  a  king's  daughter, 
and  a  true  virgin  firom  the  hour  of  my  birdi  unto  thif 
day.'  Whoi  the  earl  heard  this,  he  wondered  greatly, 
and  opened  the  side  bf  the  whale,  and  found  the 
young  lady,  and  took  her  out :  and  when  she  was 
thus  ddivered,  she  told  him  forthwith  whose  daugl^r 
ter  she  was,  and  how  she  had  lost  all  her  goods  in 
the  sea,  and  how  she  should  have  been  married  unto 
^  ^nperor's  son.    And  when  the  earl  heard  this, 
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1^  waft  t«ry  gliad,  and  comtofted  her  the  inore;  and 
k«pt  her  with  him  till  she  was  well  refreshed.  And 
hi  the  mean  time  he  sent  messengers  to  the  em- 
per^i  letting  him  to  know  how  the  king's  daughter 
was  saved. 

'  ^^  Then  was  the  emt)eror  right  glad  of  her  safety^ 
and  coming,  had  great  compassion  on  her^  say* 
iiig,  Ah  good  maid^,  fot  the  love  of  my  son  thoa 
hast  suffered  much  woe :  nevertheless,  if  <hou  h^ 
worthy  to  be  his  wife,  sooh  shall  I  prove*  And 
when  he  had  thus  said,  he  caused  three  vessds  to  be 
brought  forth :  the  first  was  made  6fp*ure  gold,  well 
beset  with  precious  stones  without;  and  vwtlun  full 
of  dead  men's  bones^  and  thereupon  was  engraven 
this  posie :  Whoso  chuseth  me,  shall  fnto  thai^  nt 
DESERVETH,  The  sccoud  vesselwas  made  of  fme  silo 
ver,  filled  iinth.eatth  and  worms,  the  superscdplion 
was  thus,  Whoso  chuseth  me,  shall  find  that  his 
KATUBE  DEsiRETH.  The  tWrd  vcsscl  was  madeof  l^d» 
fuH  withinof  precious  stones,  and  thereupon  was  in* 
sculpt  thi^  posie.  Whoso  chuseth  me,  shall  fikd  Tri At 
God  hath  disposed  for  him.  These  three  vessels  the 
emperor  shewed  the  maiden,  and  said;  Lo,  here 
daughter,  these  be  rich  vessels,  if  thou  chuse  one  of 
these,  wherein  is  profit  to  thee  and  to  others,  then 
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sHaltthoii  faayemy  cfdA.  And  if  thou  diuse  that 
whereta  is  w  profit  to  thee,  nor  to  any  other,  sootUy 
thou  shalt.not  maenry  him»         ' 

*'  When  the  niaiden  heard  this,  she  lift  up  her 
hands  to  God,  and  said,  Thou  Lord,  that  knowestall 
things,  grant  me  grace  this  hour  so  to  diuse,  that  I 
may  receive  the  ^peror's  son.  And  with  that  she 
beheld  the- first  vessel  of  gold,  whieh  was  engraven 
royaDy,  and  read  the  superscription :  FFhoso  chuseth 
mCf  shall  find  ^uU  he  deserveth ;  saying  thus, 
Though  this  ve$sel  be  full  precious^  and  made  of 
pure  gold,  nevertheless  I  know  not  what  is  within^ 
therefore,  my  dear  lord,  this  vessel  will  I  not  chuse. 

**  And  then  she  beheld  the  second  vessel,  that  was 
of  pure  silver,  and  read  the  superscription.  Whoso 
chuseth  mCf  shall  find  that  his  nature  desireth : 
Thinking  thus  within  herself  if  I  chuse  this  vessel, 
what  is  within  I  know  not,  but  well  I  know,  there 
shall  I  fii^d  that  nature  desireth,  and  my  nature  de- 
sireth the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  therefore  this  vessel 
will  I  not  chuse. 

'^  When  she  had  seen  th^e  two  vessek,  and  had 
given  an  answer  as  touching  them,  she  beheld  the 
third  vessel  of  lead,  and  read  the  superscription. 
Whoso  chuseth  tne,  shall  find  that  God  hath  disposed : 
Thinking  within  herself,  this  vessel  is  not  very  rich. 
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nor  outwardly  precious^  yet  die  superscription  saith, 
Whoio  chuseth  me,  shaUJind  that  God  hath  disposed ; 
and  without  doubt  God  n^ver  disposeth  any  barmy 
therefore,  by  the  leave  of  God,  this  vessel  will  1 
chuse. 

**  When  the  emperor  heard  this,  he  said,  O  &ir 
maiden,  open  thy  vessel,  for  it  is  full  of  precious 
stones,  and  s€e  if  thou  hast  well  chosen  or  no.  And 
when  this  young  lady  had  opened  it,  she  found  it  full 
of  fine  gold  and  precious  stones,  as  the.emperor  I^mI 
told  her  before.  Then  said  the  emperor,  daughter, 
because  thou  bast  well  chosen,  thou  shalt  marry  my 
son.  And  then  he  appointed  the  wedding  day ;  and 
they  were  married  with  great  solemnity,  and  with 
much  honour  continued  to  their  lives  end." 

CHAP.  XUX. 

This  story  is  wholly  in  the  original  Gesta ;  Tale  L. 
Vol.  1.    Not  observed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAP.^L. 

This  apologue  is  also  in  the  origmal  Gesta,  with 
slight  variations.  See  Tale  XLV.  Vol.  1.  It  is 
noticed  in  the  Illustrations,  &c. 
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CHAP.  LI. 


Is  also  in  the  original  Gesta ;  Tale  LXIV.  Vol,  1. 
Not  observed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAP.LIV. 

In  the  original  Gesta ;  Tale  XL.  Vol.  2.  p.  148. 
Noticed  in  the  Illustrations^ 

CHAP.  LVL 

In  the  original  Gesta;  Tale  XX.  Vol.  1.  Ofcr- 
lodced  by  Mr.  Douce* 

CHAP,  Lxn. 

This  story,  though  not  exactly  the  same,  resem- 
ble Tale  L  Vol.  1.  Tale  XXVII.  and  part  of 
Tale  LV.  Ibid.  But  it  is  reaUy  the  LXVI.  Tide  of 
Vol.  1.    Not  noticed  by  Mr,  Douce. 

CHAP.  Lxvm. 

This  is  the  <<  Twenty-thhrd  History"  of  the  English 
Translation ;:  but  being  of  little  interest,  I  omi^it.  ' 
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CHAP.  LXX. 

U  the  story  of  6uido»  (and  of  Sir  Guy,  Ellis's 
Spedmenst&c.)  Tale  XCI.  Vol.  2.  Not  observed 
by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAP.  LXXII. 

F<mns  the  latter  part  of  Tale  XXI.  VoL  2.  Not 
observed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAP.  Lxxvn. 

Is  the  Twenty-eighth  History  of  the  En(^h 
Translation,  but  not  worth  transcribing.  The  latter 
part  of  this  story  is  the  same  with  Tale  II.  and 
the  last  Tale  of  Vol.  2.  Mr.  Douce  notices  the 
latter^  but  it  is  not  so  similar  by  any  means  as  the 
former. 

CHAPTER  LXXVIII. 

*<  A  law  was  made  at  Rome,  that  no  man  should 
marry  for  beautyi  but  for  riches  only ;  and  that  no 
woman  should  be  united  to  a  poor  man,  unless  he 
riumld^by  some  meattS  ti0qmte  wealth  eq^  to  her 
ovm*   A  cerimn  poor  knight  solicited  the  hand  of  a 
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ricb  lady,  but  she  renutd^dliinbof  llie  hw,  and  de» 

Bured  him  to  use  the  btet  mekoA.o{cotiKp\ymg  wkk 

it,  in  order  to  effect  their  pinion.    Heidqfmrted  in 

great  aonrow,:  and  after  nnch.  eaqoby,  :ntas'infohned 

of  a  nch  duke,  who  had  been  blind  fiam  the  day  of 

bia  Inrdu    Him  he  resolred  to  murder,,  and  obtain 

his  wealth ;  but  found,  that  he  was  .prot^i^M^in  At 

day-time  by  several  alined  domestks,.and:at,ni§^t 

by  the  vigilance  of  a  faithful  dog«    He  contrifedi 

however,  to  Ml  the  dog  with  an  arrow,  and  imme* 

diately  afte^rwards  the  ma($t^,  with  who$6  mohey, 

he  returned  to  the  lady.    He-  mf<»toed  :ker  ihat  he 

had  accomptSshed  his  purpose  f  andl>eiliginterro« 

gated'how  this  had  been  done  iii  so  short  ia  space  of 

time,  he  related  all  that  had  happened.    The  lady 

deaired,  before  ihe  marriage  should  take  place,  tlat 

he  would  go  to  the  spot  where  die  duke.i;^^  buned^ 

hy  himsdf  on  his  tomb,  listen  to  ^wfaat  he  might 

hear,   and   then  report  it    to  fa^.     The   kmght 

armed  himself,  ^oid  went  accordingly*^    In  the  mid** 

die  uf  the  night  he  heard  a  voice  sayix^y  *  O  duke^ 

that  liest  here,^  what  adcest  thou  that  I  ean  do  6n 

thee?'    The  answer  was^  '  O  Jesus^  thou  upright 

jttdge,  all  that  I  require  is  veng^mce  fbr  my  blood 

v^oflftly  qpilt.'   iThe  voice  rejoined,  *  Thirty  yem 

from.thb  time  thy  wish  shalLbe  fiilfilled.'     The 
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faught,  extremely  terriJSed»  returned  with  the  news  to 
the  lady«  She  reflected  that  thirty  years  were  .a  long 
pieriod,  and  resolved  on  the  marriage*  .During^  the 
whole  of  the  above  time  the  parties  remained  in 
perfect  happiness. 

.  **  IVhen  the  thirty  years  were  nearly  elapsed,  the 
knight  built  a  strong  castle,  and  over  one  of  the 
gates,  in  a  conspicuous  place,  caused  the  foUbwing 
verses  to  be  written : 

*  In  my  distress^  religious,  aid  I  sought : 
But  my  distress:  relieveii,  I  held  it  nought. 
The  wolf  was  sick,  a  lamb  he  seemed  to  be ; 
But  health  restored,  a  wolf  again  we  seeJ 

Interrogated  as  to  the  meaning,  of  these  enigma- 
tical  lines,  the  knight  at  once  explained  them,  by 
relating  his  own  story,  and  added,  that  ia  eight  days 
tim,e.the  thirty  years  would  expire..  He  invited  all 
his  friends  to  a  feast  at  that  period,  ,and  when  the 
day  was.  arrived,  the  guests  placed  at  table,  and  the 
minstrels  attuning  their  instrum^ts  of  music,  a 
beautiful  bird  flew  in  at  the  window,  and  began  to 
sing  with  uncommon  sweetness.  The  knight  Ks-. 
tened  attentively,  and  said,  *  I  fear  this  bird  prog-> 
nosticates  misfortune.'  He  then  iook  hb  bow,  and 
2 
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shot  an  arrow  into  it,  in  presence  of  all  the  com- 
pany. Instantly  the  castle  divided  into  twb 
part8|  and,  with  the  knight,  his  wife,  and  all  who 
were  in  it,  was  precipitated  to  the  lowest  depth  of 
the  infernal  regions.  The  story  adds,  that  on  the 
spot  where  the  castle  stood,  there  is  now  a  spacious 
lake,  on  which  no  substance  whatever  floats,  but  is 
hnmediately  plunged  to  the  bottom  ^" 

CHAPTER  LXXIX, 

"  The  dog  and  the  lamp,  in  this  story,  are  intro- 
duced  in  chap.  i.  of  the  other  Gesta,  but  the  tales 
have  nothing  else  in  common  *,** — Douce.  But  the 
pure  virgin  is  in  Tale  XXXV.  Vol.  II.,  and  the 
thorn  extracted  from  the  lion's  foot,  in  Tale  XXIV. 
Vol.  II.  The  protection  afforded  by  the  animd 
resembles  that  in  Tale  XXIX.  Vol  II — ^The  youth's 
subterranean  residence  seems  copied  from  the  story 
of  the  third  calendar  in  the  Arabian  Nights. 

1  From  Doace's  Abridgemeiit  of  the  Oesta  BomoMrum, 

2  The  dog  it  again  introdaced  in  Tale  XVII.  VoL  I. 


VOL.  I. 


d  by  Google 


cH  iKTRomjcnoK; 


CHAPTER  LXXX. 

"  The  substance  of  this  story,"  says  Mr.  Douce, 
'*  is  incorporated  with  the  old  ballad  of  '  A  warn- 
ing Piece  to  England,  or  the  Fall  of  Queen  Elea- 
nor.' "—Pott,  qfold  Balkdsl  Vol.  I.  No.  xiii. 

CHAPTER  LXXXII. 

'*  There  dwelt  some  time  ia  Rome  a  mighty  em* 
peror  and  a  merci^l,  named  Menelay,  who  or- 
dained such  a  law,  that  what  innocent  person  was 
taken  and  ^\\t  in  prison,  if  he  might  escape  and 
come  to  the  emperor's  palace,  he  shofdd  be  there 
safe  from  all  manner  of  accusations  against  him  in 
his  life  time.  It  was  not  long  after,  but  it  befd,  that 
a  knight  was  accused,  wherefore  he  was  taken  and 
put  in  a  strong  and  dark  prison,  where  he  lay  a  long 
time,  and  had  no  Hght  but  a  little  window,  where- 
at scant  light  shone  in,  that  lighted  him  to  eat  such 
simple  meat  as  the  keeper  brought  him :  wherefore 
he  mourned  gveajtly,  and  made  sorrow  that  he  was 
thus  fast  shut  up  from  the  sight  of  men.  Never- 
theless, when  the  keeper  was  gone,  there  came  daily 
a  nightingale  in  at  the  window,   and  sung  full 
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wee^jf  by  whose  soi^  thi»  vf^M  ]smghtvfm  «ftm^ 
tmes  fed  with  joy,  «iid  when  the  hitd  left  off  fl^-^ 
mgt  theft  wotdd  she  flye  iMo  the  hbigbty  hdfildM^i 
sod  there  this  l^night  led  hei^inat^y  tid&f,  of  l^e 
TMtinl  that  Ood  dent  hint.  It  befel  lifter  tifon  a 
d/f,  that  the  knight  was  greatly  did§c^d/C6  of  oom-> 
&rt.  Neverthdess,  the  l»rd  that  sate  in  Ui»  boadine 
fed  upon  kernels  of  msts,  and  thus  he  said  to  die 
bird,  sweet  bird,  I  have  sustained  thee  many  a  day, 
what  wilt  thou  give  me  now  in  my  desolation  to 
comfort  me  ?  Remember  thy  self  well,  how  that 
thou  art  the  creature  of  God|  and  so  am  I  also^  and 
therefore  help  me  now  in  this  my  great  iieed. 

"  When  the  bird  heard  this,  she  flew  forth  from 
his  bosome,  and  tarried  from  him  three  days,  but  the 
third  day  she  canie  again,  add  brought  in  her  mouth 
a  precious  stone,  and  laid  it  in  the  knight's  boscmi. 
And  mheih  Ae  had  so  done,,  she  tcwk  her  iigbt  £fnd 
ieir  ilwr»  hsm  agtun.  The  kcd^t  mamtfed  at;  the 
stemev  Und  at  the  biird,  aifd  fbrthwMr  he>  took  the 
atoAe  in  his  haBid,  and  tooehed  his  gires  and  ftl-' 
ters  herewith,  and  preeently  ^y  fett  off*  And 
tfaenrhfe  arose  and  touched  tfie  doors  of  the  p|(iaiM, 
and  diey  opened,  m^he  escaped,  and  tan  &st  to 
&e  empei^v^  ptflaee.  When  the  keejper  of  the  pri* 
aonr  pere«2ved  thi9,  he  blew  his  hoitt  t&xiee,  laid 
e2 
r 
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rtifedupall  ihefolkaf  the  city,  and  led  them  finr^^ 
crying  with  an  high  voice,  lo,  the  thief..is  gone, 
follow  we  him  all*  And  with  that  he  ran  before  all 
his  fellows  towards  the  knight.  And  when  he  came 
nigh  himi  the  knight  bent  his  bow,  and  shot  an  ar* 
row,  wherewith  he  smote  the  keeper  in  the  lungs^ 
and  slew  him,  and  then  ran  to  the  palace,  where  he 
found  succour  agamst  the  law."  .  « 

CHAPTER  XCIV. 

The  same  as  Tale  L.  Vol.  II.  and  Tale  LXlt. 
Vol*  II*    Not  observed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAPTER  XCVIII. 

*'  In  Rome  some  time  dwelt  a  mighty  emperor^ 
named  Martin,  which  for  entire  affection  kept  with 
him  his  broker's  son,  whom  men  called  Fulgen- 
tius.  With  this  Martin  dwelt  also  a  knight  that 
WM  steward  of  the  empire,  and  unkle  unto  the 
emperor,  which  envied  this  Fulgentius,  studying 
day  and  night  how  he  might  bring  the  emperor  and 
this  youdi  at  debate*  Wherefore  dae  steward  on  a 
day  went  to  the  emperor,  and  said,  My  Urd,  quotH 
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be,  1  that  am  your  true  servant,  am  bound  in  duty 
to.  wam^your  highness,  if  I  hear  any  thing  that 
toucheth  your  honour,  wherfore  I  have  such  things 
Uuit  I  must  needs  utter  it  in  secret  to  your  majesty 
between  us  twow  Then  said  the  emperor,  good 
fiteid,  say  on  what  thee  list. 

'^  My  most  dear  lord,  (quoth  the  steward)  Ful- 
^gentius  your  cousin  and  your  nigh  kinsman,  hath  de- 
fiuned  you  wonderfully  and  shameAilly  throughout 
all  your  whole  empire,  saying  that  your  breath 
atinkethy  and  that  it  is  death  to  him  to  serve  your 
enp*  Then  the  emperor  was  grievously  displeased, 
and  almost  beside  himself  for  anger,  and  said  unto 
him  thus :  I  pray  thee  good  friend  tell  me  the  very 
truth,  if  that  my  breath  stinketh  as  he  saith.  My 
lord  (quoth  the  steward)  ye  may  believe  me,  I 
never  perceived  a  sweeter  breath  in  my  days  than 
yours  is.  Then  said  the  emperor,  I  pray  thee  good 
fiiend,  tell  me  how  I  may  bring  this  thing  to  good 
proo£ 

"  The  steward  answered  and  said :  My  Lord 
(quoth  he)  ye  shall  right  well  understand  the  truth ; 
for  to-morrow  next  when  he  serveth  you  of  your 
cnpf  ye  shall  see  that  he  will  turn  away  his  face  from 
you,  because  of  your  breath,  and  this  is  the  most/ 
e3 
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QoctAin  proof  th^  may  be  bad  of  tbin-  tbing.  VerSy 
quoth  the  emperor,  a  tmer  ^pxoat  c9MfWt  be  bad  of 
this  tfaingf  Therefoice  anon  vrhm  tbe  fteward  baard 
this,  be  went  atrei^  to  Fulg^Ati^iy  aad  iook  bim 
aaide^  aayiog  tbu«,  Dear  friend,  ib<Hi  art  iieat 
kinsman  and  also  nepbew  unto  my  lord  tbe  fmp^* 
tCXf  tberefere  if  ibou  wilt  be  tbankfal  unto  tsii^  I 
y^  tell  tbee  of  a  fault  wbeveef  ik^  loirdibe  euiiMov 
complaineth  oftp  and  tbinka  to  put  tbee  from  him 
(escGgpt  it  be  the  eooner  amended)  and  that  wffl  be 
a  great  reproof  to  tbee.  Theo  said  tbia  Fulgentimb 
Ak  good  Sir,  for  bia  love  that  died  i^qb  die  cioasi 
tell  me  why  my  lord  is  «o  sove  moved  widima,  iNr 
I  am  ready  to  amend  my  fruit  in  all  tbatleauct 
may»  a^d  lor  to  be  ruled  by  your  dtpcnset  counieL 
'<  Tby  breatb  (quoth  the  atewimd)  atbketh  §6  sofe» 
that  his  drink  doth  him  no  good»  so  grievous  unto 
bim  is  tbe  stinking  breath  of  thy  mouth.  Then  aaid 
Fulgentitts  unto  tbe  steward?  Truly,  thatpereeived 
I  never  till  now ;  but  what  think  ye  of  my  brea<^  I 
pray  you  tell  me  the  very  tiv^b  ?  Truly  (quoth  Uie 
steward)  it  atinketh  greatly  and  foul.  And  thia 
Fidgentius  believed  all  that  he  bad  eaid,  and  waa 
light  Borrowfrd  in  his  mind,  and  prayed  die  steward 
ofbis  counsel  and  help  in  this  woful  ease*  Tbcnaaid 
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dm  stewatd  iinu>  him«  iftbat  thou  wikdomycoun* 
sely  I  shall  bring  this  matter  to  m  good  ooiidiitton» 
tviMrefoie  do  aa  I  ahall  tdl  diee. 

'*  I  counsel  thee  finr  the  best^  and  also  Warn  thee, 
ttmt  when  thou  «el?V«st  my  lord  the  emperor  of  his 
eap,  that  thou  turn  ihy  &»  liway  ftom  Unii  so  that 
lie  iiay  not  bsmII  thy  itinking  btettdi,  nntil  the  time 
that  thou  tMt  ptoiridtd  Uie^  of  eome  reme^  tfatre« 
ftit. 

«  Ttmtk  ^mm  Falgentias  right  g)ad^  and  iwar^  to 
hkA  tiiM  he  wodd  do  by  hit  oounid. 
.  *<  Not  long  after  it  befiall  that  this  yoong  man  FbI^ 
femtias  s^ved  his  kurd  aa  he  was  wont  to  do,  and 
Aetewitfa  suddenly  he  titoed  hia  fise  from  the  lord 
Ae  etttpeiwtt  at  th<^  steward  had  tai^t  him. 

*'  And  when  Ae  dmperor  pereeiVed  the  avoiding  of 
Ue  head,  he  Kttiote  this  yomig  Fttlgentiui  on  the  breast 
Hith  his  foot,  fuid  sfl^  to  him  thus :  O  thou  lewd 
▼«rlet ;  now  I  see  well  it  is  true  diati  have  heard 4^ 
thee,  and  ^etefore  go  thou  aaon  out  of  my  sight, 
that  I  may  see  thee  no  more  m  this  plaoe.  And  with 
diat  this  yomig Fulgentius  w^fhll  sore,  and  avoided 
the  place,  and  went  out  of  his  ni^u 

"  And  when  tins  Was  done,  the  emperor  called  unto 
him  his  steward,  and  said,  How  may  I  rid  thb  var^ 
let  from  the  world,  that  thus  hadi  defamed  me  ?  My 
e4 
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most  dear  lordy  quoth  the  steward^  right  well  yoa 
shall  have  your  intent.  ' 

**  For  here  heside,  withia  these  three  miles,  ye  have 
brick-makers^  which  daily,  make  giseat  fire,  for  to 
bum  brick,  and  also  they  make  lime,  therefore  my 
lord^  send  to  them  this  night, /cbarge.  them  upon 
pain  of  death,  that  whosoever  cometh  to  them  first 
in.  the  mornings  saying  to  them  thus,  My  lord  com- 
mandeth  them  to  fulfil  his  wiU,  that  they  take  him 
imd  cast  him  into  the  furnace,  and  bum  him :  and 
this  night  command  you  this  Fulgentius,  ih^t  he  go 
early  in  the  morning  to  your  workmen^  and  that  he 
s^tk  them  whether  they  have  fulfilled  your  wiU  whicif 
they  were  commanded,  or  not ;  and  then  shall  they* 
according  to  your  commandment,  cast  him  into^  the 
fire^  and  thus  shall  he  die  an  evil  death* 

/V  Surely  quoth  the  en^ror,  thy  counsel  is  goodt 
therefore  call  to  me  that  varlet  Fulgentius. .  AoA 
when  the  young  man  was  come  to  the  emperor's  pre* 
sence,  he  said  to  him  thus,  I  charge,  thee  upon  pain 
of  death,  that  thou  rise  early  in  the  morning,  and 
go  to  the  burners  of  lime  and  brick,  and  that  thou 
be  with  them  early  before  the  sun  rise,  three  miles 
from  this  hous^  aiid  charge  thein  in  my  behalf,  that 
they  fulfil  my  commandment,  or  else  they  shall  di^ 
a  mojst  shameful  death. 
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**  Then  spake  this  Fulgentius.  My  Lord,  if  Gbd 
send  me  my  life,  I  shall  fblfil  your  will,  were  it  that 
I  go  to  the  world^s  end. 

^  Whoi  Fulgentius  had  this  charge,  he  could  not 
sleep  for  thought,  that  he  must  rise  early  to  ful^ 
his  lead's  commandment.  .  The  emperor  about  mid-^ 
night  sent  a  messenger  on  horseback  unto  his  Inrick* 
makers,  commanding,  that  upon  pain  of  death,  that 
whosoever  came  to  them  first  in  the  morning,  sayw 
ing  unto  them  (as  is  before  rehearsed)  they  should 
take  him  and  bind  him,  and  cast  him  into  the  fire, 
and  bum  him  to  the  bare  bones. 

''The  brick«makers  answered  and  said,  it  should  j>6 
done.  Then  the  messenger  returns  home  again,  and 
told  the  emperor  that  his  commandment  should  be 
diligently  fulfilled. 

'<  Early  in  the  morning  following,  Fulgentius  arose 
and  prepared  him  towards  his  way,  and  as  he  went, 
he  heard  a  bell  ring  to  service,  wherefore  he  went 
to  hear  service,  and  after  die  end  of  service  he  fell 
asleep,  and  there  slept  along  while  so  soundly,  that 
die  priest,  nor  none  other,  might  awake  htm, 

"  The  steward  desiring  inwardly  to  hear  of  his 
death,  about  two  of  the  clock  he  went  to  the  worfc. 
men,  and  said  unto  them  thus.     Sirs  (quoth  he)  have 
ye  done  the  emperor's  commandment  or  no  t 
e5 
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^  The  brick^-maken  mum&iei  him  and  said.  No 
truly,  we  have  not  yet  d<Hie  hi8.comiiiaQdmeal,  hut 
it  shall  be  done,  and  with  that  they  laid  hands  on 
htm.  Then  cried  the  steward,  and  said*  Good  sirs 
save  my  lifis,  for  the  emperor  commanded  that  Fid- 
gtntnis  should  be  put  to  death.  Th^i  said  they,  the 
nessenger  told  us  not  so,  but  he  bad  us,  that  who** 
soever  came  first  in  die  moming,  sasring  as  you  have 
said,  that  we  riiould  take  him,  and  cast  him  ii^o  the* 
fiamaee,  and  l»im  hkn  to  ashes :  and  with  that  they 
threw  him  into  the  ixe» 

*'  And  when  he  was  fainrnt»  Fulgeatius  came  to  them 
and  said ;  Good  sirs,  have  you  done  my  lord's  com- 
mandment^ yea,  sootUy,  ssnd  th^,  and  therefore  go 
ye  again  to  the  em^peror,  and  tell  him  so.  Then 
said  Fulgentius,  for  Christ's  love  tell  me  that  com* 
OMUidment. 

**  We  had  in  c^nnmandment  said  they,  upon  pain 
of  dedth,  that  whosoever  came  to  us  first  in  the 
m«rtting,  and  said  like  as  thou  hast  said,  that  we 
should  take  him  and  cast  him  into  the  fiimace :  But 
before  thee,  came  the  steward,  and  therefore  on  him 
have  we  ftdfiUed  the  emperor^s  commandment,  now 
he  is  burnt  to  the  bare  bones. 

**  When  Fulgentius  heard  this,  he  thanked  God» 
that  he  had  so  preserved  hhn  from  dea^  therefinre  he 
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took  his  Itwe  of  the  workmen^  and  went  again  to 
thepidace. 

*'  When  the  emperor  saw  him,  he  was  ahnost  die* 
tract  of  his  wits  for  anger,  and  thus  he  said.  Hast 
thou  be^i  with  the  hrick-makers,  and  fulfilled  my 
commandment  ?  Soothly  my  gracioas  Lord  I  have 
been  there,  hut  ere  I  caifte  there,  your  command'^ 
ment  was  fblfiUed.  How  may  that  be  tni^  quoth 
the  emperor  ? 

"  Forsooth,  said  Fulgentius,  the  steward  came  to 
them  afore  me,  and  said  that  I  ^lould  have  said.  So 
they  took  him,  and  threw  him  into  the  furnace,  and 
if  I  had  come  any  earlier,  so  would  they  have  done 
to  me,  and  dierefore  I  thank  God,  that  he  hath  pre- 
served me  firom  death* 

"  Then  said  the  emperor,  tell  me  the  truth  of  such 
questions  as  I  shall  demand  of  thee.  Then  sttd  Ful* 
gentius  to  the  emperor :  You  ntbver  found  me  in  any 
falshood,  and  therefore  I  greatly  wonder  why  ye 
have  ordained  such  a  death  fi>r  me?  for  wdl  yt 
know,  that  I  am  your  own  brother's  son.  Then 
said  the  emperor  to  Fulgentius :  It  is  no  wonder,  for 
that  death  I  ordained  for  thee,  through  counsel  of 
the  steward,  because  thou  didst  deBeime  me  through'- 
out  aQ  my  empire,  saying,  that  my  breath  did  stink 
so  grierously,  that  it  was  death  to  thee,  and  in 
e6 
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token  thereof  thou  ttirnedst  away  thy  face  when  thou 
eervedst  me  of  my  cup,  and  that  I  saw  with  mine 
eyes ;  and  for  this  cause  I  ordained  for  thee  such  a 
death ;  and  yet  thou  shalt  die,  except  I  hear  a  better 
excuse. 

**  Then  answered  Fulgentius,  and  said ;  Ah  dear 
lord,  if  it  might  please  yoUr  highness  for  to  hear  me» 
I  shall  shew  you  a  subtile  and  deceitful  imagination. 
Say  on,  quoth  the  emperor. 

**  The  steward  (quoth Fulgen tins)  thatis  now  dead, 
cdme  to  me  and  said,  that  ye  told  unto,  him  that  my 
breath  did  stkik,  and  thereupon  he  counselled  me^ 
that  when  I  served  you  of  your  cup,  I  should  turn 
my  face  away,  I  take  God  to  witness,.  I  lie  not. 

**  When  the  emperor  heard  this,  he  believed  him, 
and  said.  O  my  nephew,  now  I  see,  through  the 
right  wise  judgment  of  God,  the  steward  is  burnt, 
and  his.  own  wickedness  and  envy  is  fallen  on  him* 
self,  for  he  ordained  this  malice  against  thee,  and 
therefore  thou  art  much  bound  to  Almighty  Goi, 
thut  hatji  preserved  thee  from  death  *. 

1  On  this  iiorj  Schiller  seems  to  b^ve  founded  bis  legend  o^ 
**  Fridolin,  or  the  Road  to  the  Iron  Founder^/'  lately  translated 
■by  Mr.  Collier.  In  Schiller  the  canse  of  the  youth's  purposed  de* 
ftruotion  wjeakm^  malignantly  exche^  In  th«  mind  of  bis  laaslei;^ 
by  Robert  the  Hnntsn^an*.  .   ,   . 
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**  This  story  may  have  come  from  the  East.  (See 
Scott's  Tales  Jrotn  the  Arabic  and  Persian^  p.  53, 
where  there  is  an  excellent  story,  of  similar  con- 
struction.) It  is  likewise  extremely  well  rdated  in 
the  Contes  devots,  or  Miracles  of  the  Virgin,  (Le 
Grand,  Fabliaux,  v.  74.)  and  in  other  places."— 
Douce. 

But  the  temiioation,  and  most  of  the  prineipal  mromnstaiiees  of 
the  story  are  similar.  Here  then  arises  a  pretty  strong  inference 
that  Mr.  Donee's  opinions  relative  to  what  he  terms  the  English 
Getta,  axe  not  altogether  accarate.  Whence  had  SchiHer  this 
istofj,  if  not  from  the  Gesta  ?  And  if  from  thence  a  eop  j  of  it  was 
probablj  in  his  possession.  The  resemblance  ia  too  dose  to  aapr 
pose  it  faniished  bj  tradition  when  there  were  aetqallj  seyenu 
printed  or  MS.  copies.  And  even  in  that  view,  it  opposes 
the  idea  of  an  English  origin,  which  is  the  hypotiiesis  of  Mr. 
Dooce.  Sach  are  my  sentiments ;  the  fc^owing  is  the  aeconnt 
given  bj  Mr.  Collier.  "  Not  long  subsequent  to  the  first  pvblie*- 
tion  of  '  Fridolin/  it  became  so  great  a  favourite  throughout  Ger- 
many, that  it  was  converted  into  a  five  act  play,  by  Holbein,  the 
director  of  the  theatre  at  Prague;  and  during  the  fifteen  years  that 
fqUowedjt,  it  was  repr^sdited  oa  iQpat  of  the  oontineDtal  stages^ 
with  great  success^  other  authors  making  use  of  the  siime  story. 
It  was  also  »et  to  masic  bj  C>  F.  Weber,  master  of  the  chapel  at 
Berlin,  and  in  this  shape  it  was  extremely  popular.  Mr.  Boettiger 
informs  us,  that  the  origin  of  the  story  if^wiAUaifan  trudiiion,  which 
Schiller  learnt  when  at  Manheim.  The  probable  adherence  to  this 
YoOtssage,  as  fiir  as  was  at  all  convenient,  will  account  for  the 
mode  in  which  iihe  author  has  treated  some  incidents.  We  know 
of  no  simOarnarratiyCi  or  bpllad,  in  EngUsh/Vilflnflr**  on  *  Ftir 
4olin/  p.  37. 
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CHAPTER  C. 

The  commencement  of  this  story  is  in  Tale  XXIV. 
Vol.  II.     Not  observed  by  Mr.  Douce  K 

CHAPTER  CI. 

"  In  Rome  dwelt  some  time  a  mighty  emperor, 
named  Manelay,  which  had  wedded  the  king's 
daughter  of  Hungaria,  a  fair  lady,  and  gracious  in 
all  her  worksy  especially  she  was  merci&iL  On  a 
time,  as  the  emperor  lay  in  his  bed,  he  bethought 
him,  that  he  would  go  and  visit  the  Holy  Land. 
And  on  the  morrow  he  called  to  him  the  empress  his 
wi&y  and  his  own  only  brother,  and  thus  he  said ; 
Dear  lady,  I  may  not,  nor  will  not  hide  from  you 
the  privities  of  my  heart,  I  purpose  to  visit  the  Holy 
Land,  wherefore  I  ordain  thee  principally  to  be  lady 
and  governess  over  all  my  empire,  and  all  my  peo« 
pie ;  and  under  thee  I  ordain  here  my  brother  to  be 
thy  steward,  for  to  provide  all  things  may  be  profit- 
able to  my  emfiie  and  my  people. 

1  These  mi^ioni  of  Bfr.  Donee,  it  is  presumed,  indicate  a  less 
eoosiderable  Tariation  than  he  supposed ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
ifaey  go  a  great  waj  to  prove  the  fwo  Gestastme. 
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<<  Then  said  the  empress,  sith  it  will  no  otherwise 
bet  but  that  needs  thou  wilt  go  to  visit  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  I  shall  be  in  your  absence  as  true  as  any 
turtle  that  hath  lost  her  mate  ;  for  as  I  believe,  y.e 
shaU  not  escape  thence  with  your  life. 

"  The  emperor  anon  comforts  her  with  fair  words, 
and  kissed  her,  and  ^ter  that  took  his  leave  of  her 
and  all  others,  and  went  toward  the  city  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

"  And  anon  after  the  emperor  was  gone,  his  bro- 
ther became  so  proud,  that  he  oppressed  poor  men 
and  robbed  rich  men ;  and  he  did  worse  than  this, 
for  he  ^ily  stirred  the  empress  to  commit  sin  with 
him ;  but  she  ever  answered  again  as  a  holy  and  de- 
vout woman;  nevertheless  this  knight  would  not 
leave  with  this  answer,  but  ever  when  he  found  her 
alone,  he  made  his  complaint  to  her,  and  stirred  her 
by  all  the  ways  that  he  could  to  sin. 

'*  When  this  lady  saw  that  he  would  not  cease  for 
any  answer,  nor  would  not  amend  himself;  when 
she  saw  h^  time,  she  called  to  her  three  or  four  of 
the  worthiest  men  of  the  empire,  and  said  to  them 
thitf :  It  is  not  unknown  to  you,  that  my  lord  the 
emperor  ordained  me  principal  governor  of  this  em- 
pire, and  also  he  ordained  his  brother  to  be  steward 
under  me^  and  that  he  should  do  nothing  without  my 
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counsel,  but  he  doth  all  the  contrary ;  for  he  op* 
presseth  greatly  poor  men,  and  likewise  robbeth  the 
rich  men ;  yet  he  would  do  more  than  this  if  he 
might  have  his  intent ;  wherefore  I  command  you  in 
my  lord's  name,  that  you  bind  him  fast,  and  cast 
him  into  prison. 

"  Then  said  they,  soothly  he  hath  done  many  evil 
deeds  since  our  lord  the  emperor  went,  therefore 
we  be  ready  to  obey  your  commandments,  but  in 
this  matter,  you  must  answer  for  us  to  our  lord  the 
emperor. 

"  Then  said  she,  Dread  ye  not,  if  my  lord  knew 
what  he  had  done  as  well  as  I,  he  would  put  him  to 
the  foulest  death  that  could  be  thought.  Imme- 
diately these  men  laid  hands  on  him,  and  bound  him 
fast  with  iron  chains,  and  put  him  in  prison,  where 
he  lay  long  time  after,  till  at  the  last  it  fortuned^ 
there  came  tidings  that  the  emperor  was  coming 
home,  and  had  obtained  great  renown  and  victory. 
When  his  brother  heard  of  his  coming,  he  said, 
Would  to  God  my  brother  might  not  find  me  in  pri- 
son, for  if  he  do,  he  will  enquire  the  cause  of  my 
imprisonment  of  the  empress,  and  she  will  tell  him 
all  the  truth  how  I  moved  her  to  commit  sin,  and  so 
for  her  I  shall  have  no  favour  of  my  brother,  but 
h>se  my  life  ^this  know  I  well :  therefore  it  shall  not 


d  by  Google 


INTRODUCTION.  CXVll 

be  80.  Then  sent  he  a  messenger  unto  the  enipressi 
praying  her  that  she  would  vouchsafe  to  come  to  the 
prison-doory  that  he  might  speak  a  word  or  two  with 
her. 

**  The  empress  came  to  hun,  and  enquired  of  him 
what  he  would  have*  He  answered  and  said,  O 
lady,  have  mercy  upon  rae,  for  if  the  emperor  my 
brother  find  me  in  prisbui  then  shall  I  die  without 
any  remedy. 

**  Then  said  the  empress,  if  I  might  know  that  thou 
wouldst  be  a  good  man,  and  leave  thy  folly,  thou 
shouldest  find  grace.  Then  did  he  promise  her  as- 
suredly to  be  true,  and  to  amend  all  his  trespass. 
When  he  had  thus  promised,  the  empress  delivered 
him  anon,  and  made  him  to  be  ba&ed  and  shaven, 
and  apparelled  him  worthily,  according  to  his  state, 
and  then  she  said  thus  to  him ;  Now  good  brother 
take  thy  steed,  and  come  with  me,  that  we  may  meet 
my  lord.  He  answered  and  said,  lady,  I  am  ready 
to  fulfil  your  will  and  commandment  in  all  things ; 
and  then  the  empress  took  him  with  her,  and  many 
other  Jmights,  and  so  rode  forth  to  m6et  the  empe- 
ror :  and  as  they  rode  together  by  the  way,  they  saw 
a  great  hart  run  before  them,  wherefore  every  man, 
with  such  hounds  as  they  had,  chased  him  on  horse- 
back ;  SO  that  with  the  empress  was  left  no  creature^ 
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s^ve  only  the  emperor's  brother,  who  seeing  that  no 
tnan  was  there  but  they  two*  thus  he  said  unto  the 
empress  ;  Lo,  lady,  here  is  beside  a  private  forrest, 
and  long  it  is  ago  that  I  spake  to  thee  of  love. 

"  Then  said  the  empress,  Ah  fool,  what  may  this 
be  ?  Yesterday  I  delivered  thee  out  of  prison  upon 
thy  promise,  in  hope  of  amendment,  and  now  thou 
art  returned  to  thy  folly  again ;  wherefore  I  say  unto 
thee,  as  I  have  said  before.  Then  said  he,  if  thou 
wilt  not  consent  unto  me,  I  shall  hang  thee  here 
upon  a  tree  in  this  forrest,  where  no  man  shall  find 
thee,  and  so  shalt  thou  die  an  evil  death*  The  em- 
press answered  meekly,  and  said.  Though  thou  smite 
off  my  head,  or  put  me  to  death  with  all  manner  of 
torments,  thou  shalt  never  have  my  consent  to  such 
a  sin. 

"  When  he  heard  this,  he  unclothed  her  all  sav'e  her 
smock,  and  hanged  her  up  by  the  hair  upon  a  tree, 
and  tied  her  steed  before  her,  and  so  rode  to  his 
fellows,  and  told  them  that  a  great  host  of  men  met 
faim,  and  took  the  empress  away  from  him,  and 
when  he  had  told  them  this,  they  made  all  great 
sorrow. 

"It  befell  on  the  third  day  after,  there  came  an  earl 
to  hunt  in  that  forrest,  and  as  he  rode  beating  the 
bushes,  he  unkennelled  a  fox,  whom  his  hounds  fol- 
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lowed  fast,  till  they  eame  near  the  tree  where  the 
enqprets  hanged.  And  when  the  dogs  smek  the 
savour  of  ilie  empress,  they  kft  the  fox,  and  ma 
towards  the  tree  as  &st  they  could. 

*' The  earl  seeing  diis,  wiMidredgready,  and  spur* 
tmg  his  horse,  fi^wed  them  till  he  canst  wfaese  the 
eoipieeB  haaged.  Whmi  ^e  earl  saw  her  thus  hang^ 
ing,  he  manrdled  greatly,  forasmneh  as  she  was 
x^hi  &ir  and  beavtiftd  to  behold ;  wherefore  he 
said  unto  her  la  diis  manner-wise :  O  woman,  who 
sat  tfiou?  and  of  what  ooostryt  JEod  whev^bre 
hangeet  thon  here  in  tbk  maaser  ? 

**  The  empress  that  was  not  yet  fhUydead,  but  at 
point  ready  to  die,  answered  and  said,  I  am,  quoth 
she,  a  strange  woman,  and  am  eoine  out  of  a  fkir 
country,  hut  how  I  came  hither,  <3od  know^» 
Then  answered  the  earl  and  said,  whose  horse  it 
}3m  diat  standest  hf  thee  bound  to  this  treef  Then 
answered  ti)e  lady  and  said,  that  it  was  hen*  When 
die  earl  heard  this,  he  saw  well  that  she  was  a  gen* 
dew<»nan,  and  come  of  noble  lineage,  idierefc^e  he 
was  die  rather  moved  with  pity,  and  said  unto  her : 
O  fiiir  lady,  thou  seemest  of  gentle  blood,  and 
dierefbre  I  purpose  to  deliver  thee  from  this  mis* 
idiief,  if  ihou  wilt  promise  to  go  with  me,  and  nou- 
rish my  fair  young  daughter,  and  teach  her  at  home 
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in  my  castle,  for  I  have  no  child  but  (mly  hetf.  wad 
if  thou  keep  her  well  thou  shalt  have  a  good  reward 

lor  thy  labour.  Then  said  she :  As  far  forth  as  I 
can  or  may,  I  shall  fulfil  your  intent.  And  when 
she  had  thus  promised  him,  he  took  her  down  off 
the  tree,  and  led  her  home  to  his  castle,  and  gave 
her  the  keeping  of  his  daughter  that  he  loved  so 
much,  and  she  was  cherished  so  well,  that  she  lay 
every  night  in  the  earl's  chamber,  and  his  daughter 
with  her :  and  in  the  chamber  every  night  there 
burned  a  lamp,  which  hanged  between  the  empresses 
bed  and  the  earl's  bed.  This  lady  behaved  herself 
so  gently,  that  she  was  beloved  of  every  creature. 
There  was  at  that  time  in  the  Earl's  house  a  steward} 
which  much  loved  this  empress,  and  often  spake  to 
her  of  his  love.  But  she  answered  him  again  and 
said,  Know  ye,  dear  friend,  for  a  certainty,  that  I  will 
never  love  any  man  in  such  manner-wise,  but  only 
him  whom  I  am  greatly  bound  to  love  by  God's 
commandment. 

**  Then  said  the  steward,  Then  thou  wilt  not  con- 
sent unto  me  ?  Sir,  quoth  she,  what  need  you  any 
more  to  ask  such  things  ?  The  vow  that  I  have  made, 
I  will  truly  keep,  and  hold  by  the  grace  of  God. 

"And  when  the  steward  heard  this,  he  went  his  way 
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mgreat  wrath  and  anger,  diinking  within  himsdfi  if 
I  may,  I  shall  he  revenged  on  thee. 

"  It  hefel  upon  a  night  within  a  short  time  after, 
that  the  earFs.  chamher  door  was  forgotten,  and  left 
unshut,  which  the  steward  had  anon  perceived :  and 
when  they  were  all  asleep,  he  went  and  espied  hy  the 
light  of  the  lamp  where  the  empress  and  the  young 
maiden  lay  together,  and  with  that  he  drew  out  his 
knife,  and  cut  the  throat  of  the  earFs  daughter 
and  put  the  knife  into  the  empresses  hand,  she  heing 
asleep,  and  nothing  knowing  thereof,  to  the  intent, 
that  when  the  Earl  awaked  he  should  think  that  she 
ha4  cut  his  daughter's  throat,  and  so  would  she  he 
put  to  a  shameftd  death  for  his  mischievous  deed  *. 
And  when  the  damsel  was  thus  slain,  and  the  hloody 
knife  in  the  empresses  hand,  the  countess  awaked 
out  of  her  sle^,  and  saw  hy  the  light  of  the  lamp 
the  hloody  knife  in  the  empresses  hand,  wherefore 
she  was  almost  out  of  her  wits,  and  said  to  the  earl,^ 
O  my  lord,  behold  in  yonder  lady's  hand  a  wonder- 
ful thing. 

**  The  earl  awaked,  and  looked  toward  the  empresses 
bed ;  and  saw  the  bloody  knife,  as  the  countess  had 
said :  wherefore  he  was  greatly  moved,  and  cried  to 
her,  and  said,  Awake,  woman,  out  of  thy  sleep,  what 
thing  is  this  that  I  see  in  thy  hand :  Then  the  em« 
*  This  incident  will  remind  the  reader  of  a  similar  one  in  Macbeth. 
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press  through  his  cry  awe^ed  out  of  her  sleep,  and 
in  her  waking  the  knife  fdl  out  of  her  hand,  and  with 
that  she  looked  by  her,  and  found  the  earf  s  daugh- 
ter dead  by  her  side,  and  all  the  bed  besprinkled 
with  Wood,  wherefore  with  an  high  voice  she  cried, 
and  said,  Alas!  alas!  and  wo  is  me,  my  lord's 
daughter  is  slain. 

"  Then  cried  the  countess  unto  the  earl  with  a 
piteous  Toice,  and  said,  O  my  lord,  let  this  devilish 
woman  be  put  to  the  foulest  death  that  can  be  thou^t/ 
whieh  thus  hath  slain  our  only  child. 

"  Then  when  the  countess  had  said  thus  to  the  earl, 
he  said  to  the  empress  in  this  wise ;  The  high  God 
knoweth  that  thou  mischievous  woman,  hast  slain 
my  daughter  with  thine  own  hands,  for  I  saw  the 
bloody  knife  in  thy  hand,  and  therefbre  thou  shah 
die  a  foul  death.  Then  said  the  earl  in  this  wise :  O 
thou  woman,  were  it  not  I  dread  God  greatly,  I 
should  cleave  thy  body  with  my  sword  in  two  parts, 
for  I  delivered  thee  from  hanging,  and  now  thou 
hast  slain  my  daughter;  nevertheless,  forme  thou 
shah  have  no  harm,  therefore  go  thy  way  out  of  this 
city,  without  any  delay,  for  if  I  find  thee  here  after 
this  day,  thou  shah  die  a  most  cruel  death. 

**  Then  arose  this  woful  empress,  arid  put  on  her 
cloaths,  and  afler  leap'd  on  her  palfrey,  and  rode  to- 
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ward  the  east  alone  withoot  any  Btie  cosduot ;  and 
as  she  rode  thus,  mourning  by  the  way^  she  espied  on 
the  IdEI  side  of  the  way  a  pair  of  gallows,  and  seven 
officers  leadiBg  a  meok  to  be  hanged,  wherefore  she 
was  moved  with  great  pity»  and  smote  her  horse  with 
her  stick,  and  rode  to  them,  praying  that  she  might 
redeem  that  misdoer  if  he  might  be  saved  from  death 
by  any  means. 

<^  Then  said  they,  bidy,  it  [deaseth  us  well  ^t  you 
redeem  him.  Anon  the  empress  accorded  with  them 
and  paid  his  ransom,  and  he  was  delivered. 

"  Then  said  she  to  him :  Now  my  good  friend  be 
true  unto  me  tiB  thou  die^  sith  I  have  delivered  thee 
from  death. 

**  On  my  soul  (quotb  he)  I  promise  you  ever  to  be 
true.  And  when  he  had  ^us  said,  he  fallowed  the 
lady  still,  t3I  they  came  m'gh  a  city,  and  then  said 
the  empress  to  him :  Good  friend,  quoth  she,  go 
forth  thy  way  afore  me  into  the  city,  md.  see  thou 
take  up  for  us  an  honest  lodgmg,  for  there  I  purpose 
to  rest  awhile.  Her  man  went  forth  as  she  com- 
manded, and  tock  up  her  a  good  lodging,  and  an 
honest,  where  she  abode  a  long  time.  When  the 
men  of  the  city  perceived  her  beauty,  they  wondred 
greatly ;  wherefore  many  of  them  craved  of  her  nn-* 
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lawful  love»  but  all  was  m  vain,  for  they  might  not 
speed  in  any  wise. 

**  It  fortuned  after  upon  a  day,  that  there  came  a 
ship  full  of  merchandise,  and  arrived  in  the  haven  of 
that  city.  When  the  lady  heard  this,  she  said  unto 
her  servant :  Go  to  the  ship,  and  see  if  there  be  any 
cloth  for  my  use.  ^ 

**  Her  servant  went  forth  to  the  ship  whereas  he 
found  many  very  fine  cloths :  wherefore  he  pray'd 
the  master  of  the  ship,  that  he  would  come  to  the  city 
and  speak  with  his  lady.  The  master  granted  him, 
and  so  the  servant  came  home  to  his  lady  before,  and 
warned  her  of  the  coming  of  the  master  of  the  ship. 
Soon  after  the  master  of  the  ship  came  and  saluted 
her  courteously,  and  the  lady  received  him  accord- 
ing to  his  degree,  praying  him  that  she  might  have 
for  her  money  such  doth  as  might  be  profitable  for 
her  wearing.  Then  he  granted  that  she  should  have 
any  thing  that  Hked  her,  and  soon  they  were  agreed, 
wherefore  the  servant  went  immediately  again  with 
the  mast^  of  the  ship  for  the  cloth.  And  when  they 
were  both  within  on  ship-board,  the  master  said  to 
the  lady's  servant :  My  dear  friend,  to  thee  I  would 
open  my  mind,  if  I  might  trust  to  thee,  and  if  thou 
help  me,  thou  shalt  have  of  me  a  great  reward* 
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**  Then  answered  lie  and  said :  I  shall  (quoth  he)  be 
swmm  to  thee  to  keep  thy  counsdy  and  fidfil  thine 
intent  as  far  forth  as  I  can. 

*'  Then  said  the  master  of  the  ship,  I  love  thy  lady 
more  than  I  can  tell  thee,  for  her  beauty  and  feature 
18  80  exceO^it,  that  I  would  give  for  the  loye  of  her, 
all  the  gold  that  I  have :  and  if  I  mi^  obtain  the  lore 
of  her  through  thy  help»  I  will  give  thee  whatsoever 
thou  wilt  desire  of  me. 

"  Then  said  the  lady's  servant,  tell  me  by  what 
means  I  may  best  help  thee.  Then  said  the  master 
of  the  ship,  go  home  to  thy  lady  again,  and  tell  her, 
that  I  will  not  deliver  to  thee  the  cloth  except  she 
eome  herself ;  and  do  thou  but  bring  her  to  my  ship, 
and  if  the  wind  be  good  and  fit,  then  I  purpose  to 
lead  her  away.  Thy  counsel  is  good,  qi^both  the  lady's 
servant,  therefore  give  me  some  reward,,  and  I  shall 
fulfil  thy  desire. 

'*  Now  when  he  had  reeeived  his  rewiffd,  he  went 
again  to  the  lady,  and  told  her,  that  by  no  means  the 
master  of  the  ship  would  deliver  hnn  the  doth,  ex- 
cept she  came  to  him  herself. 

^  The  lady  believed  her  servant,  and  went  to  the 
ship.  Now  wh^i  she  was  within  the  ship*board,  her 
servant  abode  without 

VOL.  I.  f 
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'  *'  When  the  master  saw  thatshe  was  wi^in  the  ship, 
aad  the  ^md  wa&good,  he  drew  op  the  sail  find  ssiled' 
forth. 

**  When  die  lady  pereeived  this,  thus  she  said  to  tlie 
master :  O  master  (quoth  «he)  what  treason  is  this^ 
thou  hast  done  to  me?  The  master  answered  and 
•aid :  certainly  it  is  so,  that  I  must  needs  ♦  »  *  * 
espouse  thee.  O  good  sir,  quoth  she,  I  have  made 
a  vow,  that  I  shall  never  do  such  a  tlnng  ♦  *  ♦  * 
Soblhly,  quoth  he,  if  you  will  not  gnmt  me  with 
your  good  wOl,  I  will  cast  you  out  into  the  midst  of 
the  sea,  and  there  shall  ye  die  an  evil  death :  If  it  be 
so,  qnpth  she,  that  I  must  needs  consent,  or  else  die, 
first  I  pra^  thee  to  prepare  a  private  place  in  the 
end  of,  the  ship,  whereas  I  may  fiilfil  thine  intent 
#re  I  die,  and  also  I  pray  thee,  that  I  may  say  my 
prayers  unto  the  lather  of  heaven,  that  he  may  have 
mercy  on  me. 

*•  The  master  believed  her,  wherefore  hedid  ordain 
her  a  eabbin  in  the  end  of  the  ship,  wherein  she 
kA€leled  down  on  both  her  knees  and  mad6  her  pray- 
ers, saying  on  this  wise :  O  thou  my  Lord '  God, 
di6u  hast  kept  me'from  my  youth  in  cleanness,  keep 
riie-now'*^  ^  *  *  *  so  diat  I  may  eveir  serve  thee 
with  a  clean  heart  and  mind,  arid  let  not  dris  wicked 
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thaa  prernfl  wkk  me,  ner  anf  other  die  like  wkkfid^ 
ness  come  nigh  me.     When  sdie  had«iid#d:ke^)>ti9r'-: 
ers,  there  Mpose  suddenly  a  great  tempfct  in  ifaejtes^ 
so  ^t  the  Mf  M  brast,  and  aH  that  were  dierein 
poi^iedi  save  the  kdy ;  and  she  caught  a  cabb 
and  saved  herself,  and  the  master  cae^  a.board.'of 
the  ship  and  saved  hhnself,  like^se ;  ncnretflidMs,- 
she  knew  not  of  him,  nor  he  of  her,  for  thmfwuie 
driven  to  divcars  coasts.    The  lady  landed  ia  hec 
owii  empire  near  to  a  rich  city^  wherein  she  was  ho-i 
nourably  received,  and  she  lived  so  holy  a  life,  lb»t, 
God  gavoher  grace  and  power  to  heal  sick  ftik  o£ 
all  manner  of  diseases ;  ^erefore  liieve.08ine  auaah 
people  to  her,  both  crooked>  blind,  and  isne,  and 
tivery  man  through  the  grace  of  God,  and  her  gOQd> 
endeavour  was  healed,  wherefore  her  name  warn, 
known  thro' diuers  regions.    Neverthdeit,dieiira8 
not  known  as  the  empress.     At  the  same  time  the 
emperor's  brother,  ^at  had  hanged  h^  beioiivby- 
the  httir,  was  smitten  with  a  ibid  leprioeie.    The 
knight  that  slew  the  end's  daughter,  and  put  flie: 
Moody  kntfe  in  her  hand,  w4S  bMnd,  deaf,  and  had 
the  palsie.      The  thief  .^t  betrayed  her  to  die 
masterof  the  ship,  was  lluine*aiid  fuV  oftbtctaiip 
andike  tt^ter  of  the  ship  ^Uitr«iq|lit  ^4is  wits. 
"  When  the  emperor  heard  ^at  so  h^y  a  woaoan- 
f« 
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was  in  the  eity»  he  called  his  hxothett  4uid  said  to 
Um  thus :  firo  we  dear  brother  unto  this  holy  wo« 
man  that  ii^welling  in  this  citjt  that  she  may  heal 
ihee  of  thy  leprosie.  Would  to  God,  O  noble  bro- 
ther (quoth  he)>  that  I  were  healed.  Anon  the  em* 
peror  with  his  Inrother  went  toward  the  city. ,  Then 
when  the  dtiaens  heard  of  his  comipg,  they  received 
him  honourably  with  procession  ^nd  all  provision 
befitting  his  estate.  And  then  the  emperor  en- 
quired of  the  citizens,  if  any  such  holy  woman 
were  amcmg  them»  that  could  heal  sick  folk  of  their 
diseases.  The  citisens  answered  and  said,  that  such 
an  one  there  was.  Now  at  the  same  time,  was  come 
to  the  same  city,  the  kni^t  that  slew  0»t  earl's 
daughter,  and  the  thief  which  she  saved  from  the 
gallows,  and  the  master  of  the  sKip,  to  be  healed  of 
their  diseases. 

**  Then  was  the  en^ess  called  forth  before  tbe.em- 
peror,  but  she  muffled  her  faqe  as  well  as  she  could« 
ihat  the  emperor  bet  husband  should  not  know  her, 
and  when  she  had  so  dooe,  she  saluted  him. with 
great  reverence,  as  appertained  to  his  state;  and 
again,  he  in  like  manner,  saying  thus :  Ogoodlady^ 
if  thou  list  of  thy  kindness  ,to  heal  my  brother  of  his 
leprosie,  ask  of  me  what  you  will,  and  I  shall  grant 
itthee  for  tiby  reward. 
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^  When  the  empress  heard  diisi  die  kxritedaboot 
ber,  and  saw  there  the  emperor's  hrother,  a  find  le* 
per;  she  saw  there  also  the  knight  that  slew  the  earPt 
daaghter.  Mind  and  deaf,  the  thief  that  she  sated 
firom  the  gallows  lame,  and  also  the  master  of  the 
ship  distraught  out  of  his  wits,  and  all  were  come  to 
her  to  he  healed  of  thrir  maladies,  and  knew  her 
not;  hut  though.they  knew  her  not,  she  loiew  them 
weD.  Then  said  she  unto  the  emperor  thus :  My 
rererend  lord,  though  you  would  give  me  all  your 
emjpire,  I  cannot  heal  your  hrotli^,  nor  none  of 
diese  other,  except  they  acknowledge  openly  what 
great  evil  they  have  done. 

*  **  When  the  emperor  heard  this,  he  turned  him  to- 
wards his  hrother,  and  said  unto  him :  brother,  ac- 
knowledge openly  thy  sin  before  all  these  men,  that 
thou  mayest  be  healed  of  thy  sickness.  Then  anon 
he  began  to  tell  how  he  had  led  his  life,  but  he  told 
not  how  he  had  hwaged  the  empress  in  the  forrest  by 
Ae  hair  of  the  head  mpst  despitefuUy. 

**  When  he  had  acknowledged  all  that  him  list,  the 
empress  replied,  and  said:  Soothly  my  Lord,  I 
would  gladly  lay  unto  him  my  medicine,  but  I  wot 
right  well  it  is  in  vain,  foir  he  hath  not  made  a  AiH 
confession. 

fS 
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brother,  a^d  said  id  t)u»  wmo;  W^bflt  e^,  aonrowi 
^  Q|ber  mi^^py  wretchednesb  iaintliee?  Seest 
th<^  m%  ho^  thai*  thoii  aift  a  f<>ul  l^t?  ilieifefeKiB 
Iif]|u3|ml9dgeth;  i$inMily>  that  tibo^  may^atbe  whd^^ 
^  dee  avoid  iHy  i^dmpai^y  fiM  ereruMnrfe. 
•.  *" Alt  my lord«  4tt^  h^,  I  majr nottdl  my h£6 
f^pcnlyr  ^CQpl  I  b«  Htfe  of  thy  grace,  Whit  faaat 
thou  tre4^^s9edagMn«€  me,  said  th^eraperoir?  Tben 
answered  his  br0tlM,«Ad  said:  Mifiecffifeiic^agussft 
thee  is  ^^vousi  add-jd^e&nre  J  h^rtily  ask  thee  for* 
giv^ess.  The  emperor  thought  not  on  the  ^mpresif, 
forasmuch  as  he  supposed  she  had  been  dead  many 
years  before ;  therefore  he  c^ommanded  1ms  br6tlier 
to  tell  forth  wherein  he  had  offended  him,  lind  he 
should  be  forgiven. 

,  "  When  the  emperor  had  thus  for^ven  his  brother, 
he  began  to  tell  openly  how:  he  bud  desired  the  im- 
press to  commit  adultery  with  him,  and  bei^ause  she 
denied,  he  had  hanged  her  by  the  h&ir,  in  tbe  for- 
rest,  on  such  a  day. 

'^  When  the  emperor  beard  this^  be  v^ss  dmost  be- 
^e  himself,  and  in  his  rage  he  said  thifi :  O  thou 
ti^etdied  creature,  (lie  Veikgeatice  .of  God  is  fallen 
upon  thee,  and  were  it  not  that  I  bave.pardolned. 
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thee,  thiw  shouUest  die  tU  m0««  sfaamtfid  de^ 
could  be  thought 

"  Then  said  the  ksight  that  dew  the  earVs  daugh- 
ter, I  wot  not  quodi  he,  what  lady  you  mean,  bat  I 
wot  that  nay  lor4  found  on  a  time  auch  a  lady  hang- 
ing in  the  forreste  and  brought  her  home  to  hifr 
castle,  and  he  took  her,  and  gave  her  his  daughter 
to  keep,  and  I  provoked  her  as  much  as  I  could  to 
sin  with  me,  but  she  would  in  na  wise  consent  to 
nie ;  where&Hpe  J  slew  the  eafFs  daughter  that  lay 
with  her,  and  wbeni  had  so  4one>  I  put  the  bloody 
knifo  in  the  lady's  hand>  that  the  e&rl  should  think 
that  she  had  slain  his  dan^ter  with  her  own  hand, 
and  then  she  -was  exiled  thence,  but  where  she  be- 
came I  wot  not. 

**  Then  said  the  thief,  I  wot  not  of  what  lady  you 
mean ;  but  well  I  wot,  that  seven  officers  were 
leading  me  to  the  gallows,  and  such  a  lady  came 
riding  by,  and  bought  me  of  them,  and  then  went  I 
with  her,  and  betrayed  her  unto  the  master  or  the 
ship. 

**  Such  a  lady,  quoth  the  master  of  the  ship,  re- 
ceived I,  and  when  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  sea, 
I  woxild  have  lain  with  her,  but  she  kneeled  down  to 
her  prayers,  and  anon  there  arose  such  a  tempests 
that  the  ship  all  to  brast,  and  all  therein  was  drowii- 
f4 
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ed,  save  the  and  I,  but  afterwsrd  vAmt  beM  of  lier 
I  wot  not 

"  Then  cried  the  emprese  with  a  loud  voicei  and 
said :  Soothly  dear  friends,  ye  do  now  truly  confess 
and  declare  the  truth,  wherefore  I  will  now  apply 
my  medidne,  and  anon  they  received  their  healths. 

**  Whai  the  lady  the  empress  had  thus  done,  she 
uncoyered  her  face  to  the  emperor,  and  he  forth- 
with knew  her,  and  ran  to  her,  and  embraced  her  in 
his  arms,  and  kissed  her  oftentimes,  and  for  joy  fae 
wept  bitterly :  saying,  Blessed  be  God,  now  I  have 
found  that  I  desired.  And  when  he  had  thus  said, 
he  led  her  home  to  the  palace  with  great  joy ;  and 
after,  when  it  pleased  Almighty  God,  they  ended 
both  thdr  lives  in  peace  and  rest." 

<<  Ocdeve  has  related  this  story  in  ve^,  from  the 
present  work,  (MS.  Reg.  17  D.  vi.)  and  it  is  also 
to  be  found  in  the  Patranas  of  Timonida.  (Patr.  21.) 
The  outline  has  been  borrowed  from  one  of  the 
Contes  devotgf  or  miracles  of  the  Virgin  Mary'. 
The  incident  of  the  bloody  knife  occurs  likewise  in 
Chaucer's  Man  of  Law's  Tak,  and  in  a  story  related 
by  Gower,  Confesm  Amantis,  fol.  32.** — Douce. 

1  See  Vinoent  of  BeauTais.  Spec.  Theol.  Let  viii.  cap.  90. 91 
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A  fern  addittonid  remarks  upon  the  stories 
to  follow,  for  which  indulgence  is  bespoke, 
shall  close,  what  I  fear  the  reader  may  be  dis- 
posed to  consider,  as  toilsome  a  march  as  the 
doughty  knights  of  old  experienced^  in  gain- 
ing access  to  some  enchanted  c»3tle.  But  let 
me  whisper  in  his  ear/ that  the  distressed 
damsek  whom  his  intrepidity  shall  relieve, 
are  most  of  them  passing  fair,  and  gentle.  He 
cannot  display  resolution  in  a  better  cause ; 
and  if  C^  gtutibm  non  est  disputandum!)  their 
beauty  sometimes  disappoint  his  expectations, 
let  him  rem^nber,  that  adoration  has  been 
ofiinred  them  by  past  ages  of  heroic  spirits : 
that  bards,  whose  names  are  familiar  in  our 
mouths,  as  household  words,  have  conde<^ 
gcended  to  adopt  than ;  and  therefore,  that 
they  possess  an  undoubted  claim  to  public 
consideration,  if  not  on  the  ground  of  their 
own  intrinsic  excellence. 
f5 
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.    M«ch  of ithe  mm6ti  ^  tiueee  fabte«,  congists 
,in  the  curiow  end  u^t^re^ting  light  whioh 
-tiidy  llurow  upon  a  piriod^  nepei^rily  invcflyed 
ti^  gfeaJt  obscurity.    The  fiotionB  are  strongly 
ail4  vividly  ddiuMted  ;  attd  the  reader  feek 
iiimself  harried  back  into  the  romantic  scenes 
of  cfaivalroufl  em{irize ;  and  busily  mingling 
in  the  commotions  of  camp  and  court*    The 
&ntastic  regulations  of  many  of  the  tales,  ac^ 
cord  with  historical  notices  of  chivalry;  in 
which  the  most  ridiculous  commands  wei^e  im- 
posed imd  executed.    The  sports  of  the  field, 
united  itith  the  pursuit  of  wild  adventlire  : 
love,  and  war,  and  devotion ;  absurd  penances 
for  unimaginable  crimes,  and  carelessness  for 
tiie  commission  of  enormous  ones,  form  no 
small  part  of  the  present  compilation.   Every 
natural  phenomenQn  is  a  miracle;  and  con«- 
strued  as  best  may  serve  the  interests,  or  ac* 
cord  with  the  prejudices  of  the  party*    The 
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CM  ^^ect  ]|f  to  esjpoifltoe  some  ineffkbly  &ip 
daughter ;  whose  affections  aie  4isposBd  oi, 
not  ac(50rdingto  the  ooimaon  €:i^UeHt  aystfm 
of  polioy^  or  power,  or  weail^;  but  by  the 
tmpU  a&d  singularly  efpkneioua^  mettod  of 
resolving  certain  mysteries;  in  expounding^ 
riddles,  or  in  coq^licygtoe  with  some  inex{di- 
cable  TOW.  If  this^  should  be  considered  no 
very  favourable  account  of  what  the  reader 
may  look  for,  it  should  be  reiaembered,  that 
the  tales  in  question,  are  fiiithful  representa- 
tioas  of  other  days ;  and  that  the  character 
with  which  th^  period  ie  impressed^  td^rslteft 
and  justifies  mauy  absurdities.  Yert  are  we 
iiot  to  8up|^096  evex^  tinng^abs«rd  wluch  now 
appears  so.  The.  pi^gres»  of  dnhaSalion  has 
introduced  a  vast  number  of  untieeeisary'  re«r 
fiwmcttts,  at  whic^  our  anceatoirs.  would 
liu^ ;.  periuips  more  boitterouiEdy^  bht  with 
as  mucSi  t«gatfd  to  jmti^^  as  their  pcrftter  de<- 
;.  f6 


d  by  Google 


cmam         iktrostuction. 

8cen<iant8  exhibit  at  the  inartifical  chftract€ff 
of  earlier,  times/ 

Ignorance  is  always  credulous ;  and  there* 
fore,  in  considering  the  probability  or  impro- 
bability of  the  fable,  we  must  consider  how  it 
was  calculated  to  impress  tliose  for  whom  it 
was  invented,  or  to  whom  it  was  told.  If  tbci 
narrator  suited  his  contrivance  to  the  under- 
standing, and  communicated  pleasure  to  the 
imagination  of  his  readers  or  auditors,  he  pos- 
sessed the  requisite  ingenuity ;  and  his  merit 
was  proportionably  great.  We  ought  not  to 
make  our  own,  the  standard  of  othersV  judg- 
ments; much  less;  ought  we  to  impose  our 
own  age  and  nation,  as  the  crit^aion  of  past 
times  and  foreign  countries.  Comparatively 
secluded  as  the  monks  at  all  times  were,  their 
views  of  life  must  necessurily  have  vbeen  con* 
fined  also  ^  and  their  simplicity  would,  eaidily 
be  duped  by  those  who  were  interested  in  de* 
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eerrtfig^.  them.  From  the  pulpit,  whence  it 
would  appear  that  their  stories  were  delivered, 
the  opportunity  of  adding  new  fictions,  for 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  new  pomtionis^ 
would  be.  irresistible ;  and  here  we  trace  the 
sourceof  many  of  the  stodned  allusions  which 
so  repeatedly  occur* .  The  good  old  custom 
like^N^e,  of  enlivening  a  winter's  evening  by 
the  relation  of  falUaux^  acc(Mnpanied,  no 
doubt,  by  fnoral  and  nufitical  applications,  gives 
us  a<del^tfnl  picture  of  the  social  intercourse 
and  £uniliarity  of  remote  times ;  but  dis- 
covers to  us  another  incentive  to  extravagant 
fau<^,  and  high*flown  conceit.  The  attention 
of  their  hearers  could  only  be  rivetted  by  the 
aiaivdlous ;  and  that  which  was  barely  pro* 
habk,  jfirom  the  constant  recurrence  of  extra* 
vagant  fictioiif-^om  the  itdiing  ears,  idiioh 
opened.cmly-to  the  wildest,  exaggeration,  na« 
tsJrally  became  no  longer  acceptable,  because 
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taste  wab  ntkted^  and  tiie  unagtnatioii  oret* 
iitroiiglit.  AU  these  eirumiUmd^s  raqoir^  con^^ 
sideraAion  in  fermmg  a  jiidgm^t  of  the  en* 
filing  tales.  They  certaiiily  vary  in  point  of 
merit ;  but  many  of  Aem  are  eminently  bean<* 
tlfal.  Some  display  a  ridi  rein  of  patiios ; 
and  tliere  are  passages  of  deep  poetic  intei3est» 
In  liie  description  of  manners^  however^  tiliey 
are  mmvalled ;  and  my  aim  has  been^  to  ren-» 
der  passages  of  this  kind  with  all  flde&ty ; 
while,  in  the  diction,  I  hare  adhered  as  elosdy 
as  poisible  to  that  simplicily  of  style,  which 
forms  the  principal  charm  of  ancient  nana** 
tire. 

In  pernfting  the  conversational  parts,  the 
reader  who  l»s  pored  over  illuminated  mama* 
scripts,,  vnll  recal  stifajects  tx>  whidi .  they 
^>ldy.  .  He  will  recdUect  fidr  ladies  glitterittg 
VBL  eyery  colour  of  the  rainbow,^  cfaa^tsiiflg 
fiom  a  window  to  grotesque-looking  gentle* 
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isoQn  #il&  pmk  fe^ihers  drooping  from  inot- 
jnfiRse  hats ;  and  ijaiashaf^en  shoes,  Tyii^  in 
the  loitgitude  of  theit  peaks  with  a  barber's 
pole ;  he  wilt  be  reminded  of  grim-visag^ 
emperors  ornameilted  with.royial  beards^  md 
projecting  jaws— in  short,  he  will  distinguish 
the  whole  of  what  these  volumes  delineate. 
There  is  in  th^  British  Museum  a  beautifut 
manuscript  of  the  '^Romant  de  la  Rose/' 
which  will,  in  most  respects,  exemplify  my 
observations. 

It  would  appear  that  hospitality  was  a 
aever-failing  virtue ;  and  the  ec^gerness  wi& 
which  pilgrims  and  way-faring  persons  were 
invited  to  share  the  repast,  and  partake  the 
couch  of  the  friendly  citizen;  or  to  occupy 
tke  caetle  of  the  knight,  is  a  ^easing  trait  in 
the  character  of  the  times.  But  it  will  be 
thought,  that  wisdom  was  a  scarce  commo^r 
dity,  wheu  tiiiiee  i^udentiaj  mAJiims  were  va- 
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lued  at  a  thousand  florins.  [See  Tale  XXIII. 
Vol.  2.]  Considering  the  result,  they  ^were 
cheaply  purchased ;  although,  in  these  days, 
when  adyice  is  much  oftener  given  than  paid 
for— even  with  thanks,  the  price  may  be 
deemed  somewhat  of  the  highest. 

The  many  stories  on  the  subject  of  adul- 
tery, seem  to  indicate  a  bad  moral  state  of 
society  at  the  time  they  were  written ;  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  the  lawless  feeling  which 
chivalry  in  its  decline  exhibited,  affords  an 
unhappy  confirmation.    Whether  the  fact  of 
the  monks  levelling  much  of  their   satire 
against  the  fair  sex  is  also  corroborative ;  or 
whether  it  proceed  from  that  impotence  of 
mind,  which  being  itself  fretted  by  circum* 
stance,   would  gladly  efface  or  deteriorate 
whatever   is  the  object   of  its    unavailing 
wishes,  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  decide. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  advertise  the 
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reader  of  what  he  will  not  fail  to  perceive, 
that  the  tales  are  not  always  perfect  in  every 
part ;  nor  are  the  positions  laid  down  at  the 
commencement .  always  remembered.  This 
may  result  from  ignoi:ant  transcribers  having 
omitted  some  passages,  and  interpolated 
others  ;  and  such  a  supposition  accounts,  as 
I  observed  before,  /or  the  numerous  varia- 
tions which  appear  in  various  copies,-  as  well 
as  for  the  introduction  of  certain  expressions 
that  have  been  considered  arguments  in  be* 
half  of  their  origin.  That  tl\ey  have  been  col- 
lected from  all  co\intries>  and  at  many  times, 
I  have  no;doubt.  Some  appear  of  Italian  con- 
struction, a  few  German,  but  the  greater  part 
oriental.  The  absolute  power  of  the  empe- 
rors, who  sport  with  life  imd  death  in  the 
most  capricious  and  extraordinary  manner— 
the  constant  introduction  of  the  leprosy  and 
crucifixion,  amply  confirm  their  connection 
with  the  East. 
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''  It  may  not  be  thought  impertineDt  ia 
close  this  discourse  with  a  remark  on  the 
MORALisATioNs  Subjoined  to  the  stones  of 
the  Gesta  RoMANoRtJM.  This  was  an  age 
of  vision  and  mystery :  and  every  work  was 
believed  to  contain  a  double^  or  secondary, 
meaning.  Nothing  ei^caped  liiis  eccentric 
sjpirit  of  refinement  and  abstraction ;  and, 
together  with  the  IKble,  as  we  have  seen,  not 
only  the  general  history  of  ancient  times  was 
explained  allegorically,  but  even  the  poetical 
fictions  of  the  classics  were  made  to  signify 
the  great  truths  of  religion,  with  a  degree  of 
boldness;  and  a  want  of  discriminlation> 
which,  in  another  age,  would  have  acquired 
the  character  of  the  most  profane  levity,  if 
not  of  absolute  itnpiety,  and  can  ohly  be  de* 
fended  ih)m  the  simplicity  of  the  state  of 
knowledge  which  then  prevailed. 

"  Thus,  God  creating  man  <rfclay,  animated 
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with  the  vital  principle  of  r^piration/was  the 
st(Mry  of  Prometheus,  who  formed  a  idaa^  of 
i^milar  materials,  to  which  he  commumcated 
life  by  fire  stdlto  from  heaven,  Christ  twice 
born,  of  his  Father,  God,  and  of  his  mother, 
Mary,  was  prefigured,  by  Bacchus,  who  was 
first  bom  of  Semele,  and  afterwatds  of  Jupi- 
ter. And  as  Minerva  sprung  frOih  the  brain 
of  Jupiter,  so  Christ  proceeded  from  God 
without  a  mother.  Christ  b^rti  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  was  expressed  in  the  fable  of  Danae 
shut  within  a  tower,  through  the  covering  of 
which  Jupiter  descended  in  a  shower  of  gold, 
and  begat  Perseus.  Actseon,  killed  by  his 
own  hounds,  was  a  type  of  the  persecutibn 
and  death  of  our  Saviour.  The  poet  Lycor 
phron  relates,  that  Hercules,  in  returning 
from  the  adventure  of  the  golden  fleece,  was 
shipwrecked ;  and  that  being  devoured  by  a 
monstrous  fish,  he  was  disgorged  alive  on  the 
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shore  after  three  days.  Here  was  an  obvious 
symbol  of  Christ's  resurrection.  John  Wa- 
leys>  an  English  Franciscan  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  in  his  moral  exposition  of  Ovid's 
Metamorphoses,  affords  many  other  instances 
equally  ridiculous;  and  who  forgot  that  he 
was  describing  a  more  heterogeneous  chaos, 
than  that  which  makes  so  conspicuous  a  figure 
in  his  author's  exordium^  and  which  com- 
bines, amid  the  monstrous  and  indigested 
^gff^eg?Lte  of  its  unnatural  associations, 

— — *  Sine  pondere  babentia  poodas. 

''  At  length,  compositions  professedly  alle- 
gorical, with  which  that  age  abounded,  were 
resolved  into  allegories  for  which  they  were 
never  intended.  In  the  famous  Romaunt 
OF.  THE  KosE,  written  about  the  year  1310, 

♦  Mit.  L.  i.  20, 
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the  poet  couches  the  difficulties  of  an  ardent 
lover  in  attaining  the  object  of  his  passion, 
under  the  allegory  of  a  rose,  which  is  gathered 
in  a  delicious  but  almost  inaccessible  garden. 
The  theologists  proved  this  rose  to  be  the 
white  rose  of  Jericho,  the  new  Jerusalem,  a 
state  of  grace,  divine  wisdom,  the  holy  Vir- 
gin; or  eternal  beatitude,  at  none  of  which 
obstinate  heretics  can  ever  arrive.  The  che- 
mists pretended,  that  it  was  the  philosopher's 
stone ;  the  civilians,  that  it  was  the  most 
consummate  point  of  equitable  decision ;  and 
the  physicians,  that  it  was  the  infallible  pa- 
nacea. In  a  word,  other  professions,  in  the 
most  elaborate  commentaries,  explained  away 
the- lover's  rose  into  the  mysteries  of  their 
own  respective  science.  In  conformity  to 
this  practice,  Tasso  allegorized  his  own  poem ; 
and  a  flimsy  structure  of  morality  was  raised 
on  the  chimerical  conceptions  of  Ariosto's 
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Oblanoo*  In  the  year  1677,  a  translatioii 
of  a  part  of  Amadis  de  Gaule  appeared  in 
France ;  with  a  learned  preface,  developing 
the  valuable  stores  of  profound  instruction, 
concealed  under  the  naked  letters  of  the  old 
romances,  which  were  discernible  only  to  the 
intelligent,  and  totally  unperceived  by  com- 
mon readers ;  who,  instead  of  plucking  the 
fruit,  were  obliged  to  rest  contented  with  le 
sinyJe  Fleur  de  la  Lecture  litterale.  Even 
Spenser,  at  a  later  period,  could  not  indulge 
his  native  impulse  to  descriptions  of  chivalry, 
without  framing  such  a  story,  as  conveyed, 
under  the  dark  conceit  of  ideal  champions,  a 
set  of  historic  transactions,  and  ian  exempltfi* 
cation  of  the  nature  of  the  twelve  moral  vir- 
tues. He  presents  his  fantastic  queen  with  a 
rich  romantic  mirrour,  which  shewed  the 
wondrous  aphievemetits  of  her  magnificent 
aiu^stiEy. 
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'  And  thou,  O  fairest  prinoesB  under  akj. 
In  tlds  fajre  mirromr  maist  beln^d  thy  liioe, 
And  thine  own  realmes  in  lond  of  Faerj, 
And  in  this  antique  image  thj  great  ancestry  *.' 

"  It  was  not,  however,  solely  from  an  un-, 
meaning  and  a  wanton  spirit  of  refinement, 
that  the  feishion  df  resolving  every  thing  into 
allegory,  so  universally  prevailed.  The  same 
apology  may  be  offered  for  cabalistical  inter- 
preters, both  of  the  classics  and  of  the  old. 
romances.  The  former,  not  willing  that  those 
books  should  be  quite  exploded  which  con- 
tained the  ancient  mythology,  laboured  to 
reconcile  the  apparent  absurdities  of  the  pa- 
gan system  to  the  Christian  mysteries,  by 
demonstrating  a  figurative  resemblance.  The 
htter,  as  true  learning  began  to  dawn,  with  a 
view  of  supporting  for  u  while  the  expiring, 
credit  of  giants  and  magicians,  were  com-* 

•  B.  ii.  Introd.  St.  vi. 
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pelled  to  palliate  those  monstrous  incredibi- 
lities, by  a  bold. attempt  to  unravel  the  mystic 
web  which  had  been  wove  by  fairy  hands, 
and  by  shewing  that  truth  was  hid  under  the 
gorgeous  veil  of  Gothic  invention  ♦.** 


•  Waston.  Imirodmetofy  Dimr.  See  Hiit  of  E.  Poetry. 
Vol.  S.  p.  xoir.  «f  «#9.  I  omniiot  omit  obienring  here,  that  in  the 
opiinons  wfaieh  I  have  hasarded,  I  am  led  bj  no  preaiimptaoiu 
feeling  to  condemn  thoee  who  thmk  difEraently.  I  depreoate  every 
iospioion  to  the  contrary.  While  I  am  anxioni  to  elncidate  and 
ettabliih  my  own  tentimeiita;  I  retain  the  otBlDit  reapect  and  de- 
feivnce  for  thoae  whose  reaearch,  judgment,. oritioal  acnmen  and 
ability,  there  ia  little  merit  in  frankly  avowing.  And  I  take  thb 
opportonity  of  acknowledging^  the  aaaistanoe  1  have  derived  from 
the  invalttable  labors  of  Mr.  Donee,  and  Mr.  Ellis— not  to  mention 
a  fond  of  information  from  Mn  Warton,  whidi  the  reader  will 
readily  observe. ,  The  latter  writer,  whose  inaoooraoies  have  been 
the  theme  of  every  pen,  it  seems  to  me,  has  not  been  jnstly  appro- 
dated.  That  he  ia  freqncBtly  incorrect  is  certain— bnt  he  is 
blamed  by  those,  who  have  not  repaired  hii  defidoioies,  while  they 
have  forgot  the  difllcnlty  of  his  vndertaking,  and  the  in^ossibifity 
of  preventing  4ypogrq»hioal  errors  in  a  work  of  sveh  extent.  A 
alight  blunder,  which  I  shonld  think  must  have  been  nnintentioiial, 
{InoKihrat  for  Ifpo^u)  canses  Ritson  to  accuse  him  of  an  "  if^ 
inoitf  Hel"    See  Diss,  on  Romance  and  Minstrdsy  \faamu 
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GESTA  ROMANORUM. 


TALE  I. 


OP   LOVE, 


PoMPBY  *  was  a  wise  and  powerful  king. 
He  had  an  only  daughter,  remarkable  for  he;: 
beauty,  of  whom  be  was  extremely  fond..  He 
committed  her  to  the  custody  of  five  soldiers; 
and  chained  them,  under  the  heaviest  penal- 
ties, to  preserve  her  from  every  possible  in- 

*  The  fair  Reader  who  has  not  condescended  to  notice  mj  pro- 
Ugomena  (and  I  hope  the  suspicion  is  not  treasonable  1)  may  re- 
hire to  be  iafomied  that  '*  GcsTA  Rohanorum"  supplies  a  verj 
uidequate  idea  of  the  oonteiits  of  these  volunes.  The  Romans 
hare  little  to  do  in  the  matter,  andXttt^  PoMpsymnst  not  be  con- 
founded with  Pompejr  the  Great,  thoagh  thej  tfe  luiqiiestionablj 
meaot.  for  the  spflie  person.  SnobUwidtrsafepefpetnal.- 
VOL.  I.  B 
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jury.  The  soldiers  were  on  guard  night  and 
day ;  and  before  the  door  of  her  bed-chamber, 
the]|:^impep<}^d.a  ))U|iiipgij^p^  .tinat  the  ap^ 
proach  of  an  intruder  might  l)e  the  mot'e 
easily  detected.  And,  to  omit  no  means  of 
security^  a  dog,  --whose  watchfulness  was 
unremitting,  and  whose  bark  was  clamorous 
and  piercing,  miLiat$iiDe()  it$  station  near  the 
threshold  of  the  apartment.  From  all  these 
circumstances,  it  would  appear,  that  every 
precaution  had  been  taken :  but,  unhappily, 
the  lady  panted  for  the.pleasures  of  the  world. 
She  longed  to  mingle  in  the  busy  scenes  of 
life,  attd  to  gaze  upon  ite  varied  shows.  As 
she  was  one  day  looking  abroad,  «t  certain 
duke  passed  by,  who  regarded- her  with  im- 
pure and  improper  feelings.  Observing  h^r 
beauty,  and  ascertaining  that  she  w^6  the  re- 
puted heir  to  the  throne,  he  became  ena- 
moured ;  and  used  numerous  devices  to  accom- 
plish his  treacherous  designs.  He  promised 
hsr^Avefy.  species  of. gsatij%o$^p;i,;,  and  at 
lemgth  prevailed  mih  her  to  overturn  tbe^latnp, 
destroy  the  guardian  dog  which  had  protected 
hert-  anii  ,elope.  with  him,  during  tb^vPig^t. 
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Bttive  ttoiiiii]fg;r':h0wttter/  enqiurm  wer^*#et 
on^ot  ^'MidoiMslsteiigerstletpiitdlted  Im  punMiit 
of^Mr'.'  ^NolRrlhsEe  uras  at  4hs^t  iime  in  the 
BBqpmui V ^^alaeeg  t  champion aofremurkabfe 
j^ioweM,  andtridt  Whom  thfeexedilita  lof  jofl- 
tieetvflisiidrerdilaiorjf^.  Whtn  he  understood 
(h^.ooiiteiidpt  and  ingratitude  whidi  tiie  lady 
bad  •exhibited'  tdnraxds^  her  paretit,  he  timed 
himself  istod  haattoed  aft^r  the  fugitiyee.  A 
baltlfiipeedily  emsuad^  iu  Mrhith  the  ehail|xiou 
triaii4^hed,tmd  decapitated  theaedtiicer  oa  ib^ 
spot.  ISiefauljbecoiMPeyedbtiiofcto^pidace; 
but  being  refosedadmittaliceto  the  ppeaeotCeof 
her  ihdier^  thenceforward  afaeptpaed  her  time 
in  bitliedjr  bewailing  htr  miadeede.  It  hfafH 
pened  4hat  a  wise  j^erato  iii  the  Emperor's 
tonrt  heard  <tf  her  repentance.  On  aH  oeoa* 
6iott»  whoi  has  services  ^were  required,  he  had 
proved  himself  an  active  mediator  between 
xaajeatj  mid  its  offenders;  and  being  now 
moY^fwith  ikmipassion,  he  iiBConciled  her  to 
hat  kEidigBant  ipaJrent,  and  betrothed  her  to  a 
posresful  nobleman.  He  afterwurda  made  her 
ttveral  vakiablff  {Mreaenta.  In  the  Atkt  place, 
he  presented  a  tunic,  which  extendisd  to  the 
b2 
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heeU  composed  of  the  finest  and  richest  woof, 
having  the  following  inscription  1—"  I  have 
raised  thee  up,  be  not  again  cast  down."  From 
the  Emperor  she  received  a  golden  coronet^ 
bearii^  the  legend/ ''  Thy  dignity isfrom  me." 
The  champion,  who  had  conquered  in  her  be- 
half, gave  a  ring,  on  which  was  sculptured,  "I 
have  tov€d  thee,  do  thou  return  that  love." 
The  mediator  also  bestowed  a  ring,  inscribed 
as  follows,  *'  What  have  I  done?  How  much  ? 
Why  V*  Another  ring  was  presented  by  the 
King's  son ;  and  there  was  engraved  upon  it, 
"  Thou  art  noble ;  despise  not  thy  nobility." 
Her  own  brother  bestowed  a  similar  gift,  of 
which  the  motto  ran  thus : — *'  Approach ;  fear 
not — I  am  thy  brother."  Her  husband  like- 
wise added  a  golden  signet,  which  confirmed 
his  wife's  inheritance,  and  bore  this  superscrip- 
tion, "  Now  thou  art  espoused,  be  faithful." 

The  penitent  lady  received  these  various  pre- 
sents with  gratitude,  and  kept  them  as  loi^ 
as  she  lived.  She  succeeded  in  regaining  the 
lavor  of  those  whose  affections  her  former 
conduct  had  alienated,  and  closied  her  days  in 
peace. (1) 
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APPLICATION. 


My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  our  Heaxmly 
Father,  who  hath  drawn  away  his  children  from 
the  jaws  of  the  devil  by  the  sufferings  of  his 
blessed  Son.    He  is  the  Bang  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords.     Deut.  xxxii.    "  Is  he  not  thy 
Father  who  hath  obtained  thee  by  conquest, 
made,  and  estabUshed  thee  ?"  The  only  daughter 
is  the  hitman  soul,  which  is  delivered  to  five 
soldiers,  that  is,  to  the  five  senses,  to  guard ; 
being  armed  by  powers  received  in  baptism. 
These  senses  are,  sight,  hearing,  &c.  which  hietve 
in  charge  to  preserve  it  from  the  devil,  the 
world,  and  the  flesh»    The  burning  lamp  is  the 
mil,  subjected  in  all  things  to  the  control  of 
God,  and  which  in  good  works  should  shine 
out  brilliantly,  dispersing  the  glocmi  of  sin. 
The  barking  dog  is  Conscience,  which  has  to 
struggle  against  error ;  but^  alas!  the  soul,  de- 
sirous of  gating  upon  the  objects  of  this  worlds 
looks  abroad  as  often  as  it  acts  contrary  to  the 
divine  conkmand;  andthenis  willingly  seduced 
by  a  duke— that  is,  by  the  Infernal  Ravisher< 
b3 
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And  thus,  the  lamp  of  good  works  is  extin*' 
guished,  and  the  dognf  conflcience  destroyed : 
and  thus,  the  soul  follows  the  devil  in  the  dark 
night  of  sin.  These^things^wben'Ottrefaampipn 
had  heard,  namelji  Go©— because,  <*  there  is 
no  other  that  fi^ts  for  us,  but  only  Thou,  onasp 
Ood,^^*^instantly  he  combats  with  that  wieked 
mis4eader  the  deril,  gains  a  victory^  and 
leads  the  soul  to  the  pidaee  of -the  heaveftly 
King.  The  ^se  medtatoiF  i«  GRRrsT ;  as  Ae 
apostle  «ays,  1  Tim.  ii.  ^'  There  iS'^ei^  media* 
tor  betwteenCrod  and  man,  4he-  MtoClkiist 
Je«tt»*'*  The  «on  of  the^kkig  i»  Cn^it^.  So 
tiie  Paalmist  ^w^nei^»6s~^VTh&tt>  mtt "my  Mi>, 
this  day  haTe  I  begotten-thee/?  Qhtht  fe  also 
our  brother .^  C€«i  xxxvii.  *«  He  i^^ul?  brother/* 
And  he  is  onf  spbusei  according  to  that  <yf 
ttosea  ii.  "  I  will  malry  thee  in  faith^ness*^ 
Again,  "^Thou  shaltbethe  $)Mm8i;ofaayblOod^' 
Byhim,  weare'refeonciledto  ourhea;r6nlyfa^ 
ther,  and  restored  to  peace.  "  For  he  isxMr 
peace,  who  hath  tnade  both  am.**  ^^hes^  ii 
From  him  we  received  the  aforesaid  gilks : 
first,  a  cloak  descendr&g  to  the  imel^'^hat  is, 
his  most  precious  skin.;  (2)  and  said  to  be  of 
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or  ftovs*.  ? 

drikttto  teirtorevbet^aufteliwas'iv^Ten  wiAr 

ftfti^^es,  bkod/  bnitM»,raslil  otherfmurioua  io^ 

staioMof  tnaHee^-"  Of  ^Uch  tiicta9^iBitfan|^ 

more  i8^]neaAttliaiptiiiB*^44H  ihave  ndsdbtbeer 

up^"  because*!  Imf!e*ttcfeemiiel4h6^    do  not 

Amw  tbys^lf  intov6ivtli«r  e?ikr  ^  Qo/'  said 

onrLoid,  *^aad»iB9iitnM>re/^    ThisiatheTCBt 

of  Joseidi^AtlMigalneiit-^yed'itttli^  blood  of e 

g#ajt;(Bai.zsaaii  ^ShatsatadfilKittovrlfliiigy 

gftve/to  tt9«i»aKgldriQlik^ar(hmi|diLiitisy  when* 

he  sabiiitled^to^i)^  toroimed^for  our  saktB^ 

And^  a  4Hrth;  "^  Tby^tl^^iilj^  is^fltom  iDe'*~ 

0f«iiA«mitlfat<irowfi.  Jkibnxix.  '''J«maw«at 

fonh^  bsluriDg'  the  crcnranf  1iiom&'^    Ghriat  is 

our  dkmtpim,  i«ifoogayeii8  a  ring'^'^at  is,  the 

h^  iA  hfitrighthand ;  land  weM>uf»el<r«&  tmy 

perceive  iM^fftidifidly  ie  i6  wt4Men— ''  {  have 

loved  thee>  ctothou  aleo  k>ve.**  ReVi  i;  *"  Christ 

our  mediM^l^ed  UB^aiid  wiuriied  us  from  ouf 

sins  in  his.blood/^    He  ^we  us  atiOtiiei!  ring, 

which  is  the  puncture  in  im  'left  fa^okl,  where 

we  see  writtied,  '^  WlIM  hdve  I  donc<?  how 

nmdi?  whyr— '^  What  have  Idorier    I  have 

despdled  Myself/  receiving  the  form  of  a  ser- 

b4 
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vant  **  How  much  ?"  I  have  made  Ood  and 
man.  "  Why  ?"  To  redeem  the  lost.  Con- 
ctemBg  these  three— -Zacharyxiii.  ''What«i^ 
the  wounds  in  tiie  middle  of  thy  hands?  And 
he  answered,  sftyii^g*  I  am  wounded  by  these 
men  in  their  house,  who  loved  me."  Christ  is 
our  brother,  and  son  of  the  eternal  King.  He 
gave  us  a  third  ring — to  wit,  the  hole  in  his 
right  foot ;  and  what  can  be  understood  by  it, 
exoept,  "  Thou  art  noble,  despise  not- thy  no- 
bility?*' In  like  manner,  Christ  is  our  hroiher^ 
german.  And  he  gave  us  a  fourth  ring,  the 
puncture  in  his  left  foot,  on  which  is  written, 
'*  A{>proach ;  fear  not— I  am  thy  brother." 
Christ  is  also  our  spouse ;  he  gave  us  a  signet, 
with  wUch  he  confirmed  our  inheritance : 
that  is,  the  wound  made  in  his  side  by  the 
spear,,  on  account  of  the  great  love,  with 
which  he  loved  us.  And  what  can  this  signify 
but  '^  Thou  art  now  joined  to  me  through 
mercy ;  sin  no  more." 

Let  us  study,  my  beloved,  so  to  keep  the 
gifts  of  the  world,  that  we  may  be  able  to  ex- 
claim, as  in  St.  Matthew,  "  Lord«  thougavest 
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to  me  five  talents  ;*'  and  thus,  unqueationahly, 
we  shall  reign  in  the  bosom  of  bliss.  That  we 
may  be  thought  worthy  the  Father,  Son,  &t. 


TALE  IL 


OF   BfERCY.. 


The  Emperor  Titus  made  a  law,  that  whoso- 
ever  provided  not  for  his  parents,  should  be 
condemned  to  death.  It  happened  that  there 
were  two  brethren,  descended  from  the  same 
father.  One  of  them  had  a  son  who  discovered 
his  uncle  in  the  greatest  indigence ;  and  im- 
mediately, in  compliance  with  the  law,  but  in 
opposition  to  the  will  of  his  father,  adminis- 
tered to  his  wants.  Thereupon  the  father  ex- 
pelled him  from,  his  house.  Notwithstanding 
he  still  maintained  his  poor  uncle,  and  sup- 
plied him  with  every  requisite.  By  and  by, 
B  6. 
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die  nude  beoaneridh  sAdthefadMr  ind^i^ 
Now,  tulieaihe  aoa  hAdd  ike  ahjprgditircaiBiy 
stances  <if  .loa  pareui^  ,he  KbeimUy  toi^ipteA 
him  also,  to  the  great  indignation  of  his  uncle* 
who  drove  him  from  his  house,  and  said — 
"  Formerly,  when  I  was  poor,  thou  gavest  me 
support,  in  opposition  to  thy  fiither ;  for 
which,  I  constituted  thee  my  heir,  in  the 
place  of  a  son.  But  an  ungrateful  son  ought 
not  to  obtain  an  inheritance ;  and  rather  than 
such,  we  should  adopt  a  .straiiger.  Therefore, 
since  thou  hast  been  ungrateful  to  thy  father 
in  maintaining  me  contrary  to  his  command, 
thou  shalt  never  possess  my  inheritani^e." 
The  son  thus  answered  his  uncle.  ^'  No  one 
can  be  punished  for  executing  what  the  law 
commands  and  conoqpels.  Now  the  law  of  na- 
ture obliges  children  to  assist  their  parents  in 
necessity,  and  especially  to  honour  them: 
therefore,  I  cannot  justly  be  deprived  of  the 
inheritance." 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  two  brothers  are  the  Son  of 
God  and  the  world,  which  both  proceed  from 
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one  heavenly  Father.  The  first,  begotten ;  the 
second^  created.  Between  them,  from  the  be- 
ginning, discord  arose,  and  continues  to  this 
day ;  so  that  he  wha  is  thte  friend  of  the  one, 
is  an  enemy  to  the  other.  According  to  St. 
Jamesiv,  "Whosoever  would  become  the  friend 
of  this  world,  shall  4>^TaoeQui(tedian  enemy  to 
<jod-"  The  only  son  is  every  Christian,  who  is 
the  progeny  of  Christ,  because  he  is  descended 
from  him  by  faith.  Therefore,  we  should  not 
feed  fat  the  world  with  pride,  avarice,  and 
other  vices,  if  we  would  be-  the  children  of 
God.  And  if  our  desires  are  contrary,  too 
surely  we  shall  be  excluded  from  the  family  of 
Christ,  and  lose  our  heavenly  inheritance.  If 
we  maintain  and  cherish  Christ  by  works  of 
love  and  of  piety,  the  world  indeed  will  abhor 
us — but  better  is  it  to  be  at  enmity  with  the 
world  than  forego  an  inheritance  in  Heaven. 


b6 
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TALE  IlL 


OF   JUST   JUDGMENT. 


A  CERTAIN  emperor  decreed,  that  if  any  wo- 
man were  taken  in  adultery,  she  should  be 
cast  headlong  from  a  very  high  precipice.  It 
chanced  that  a  woman,  convicted  of  the  crime, 
was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  place  of 
punishment,  and  thrown  down.  But  she  re- 
ceived no  injury  in  the  fall.  They,  therefore, 
brought  her  back  to  the  judgmeAt-seat ;  and 
when  the  judge  perceived  th^t  she  was  un- 
harmed, he  commanded  that  she  should  again 
be  led  to  the  precipice,  and  the  sentence  ef- 
fectually executed.  The  woman,  however,' 
addressing  the  judge,  said,  "  My  Lord^  if  you 
command  this,  you  will  act  contrary  to  the' 
law«  which  punishes  not  twice  for  the  same 
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fault.  I  have  already  been  cast  down  as  a 
convicted  adultress^  but .  God  miraculously 
preserved  me.  Therefore,  I  ought  not  to  be 
subjected  to  it  again/'  The  judge  answered^ 
*'  Thou  hast  well  said ;  go  in  peace  ;"  and  thus 
was  the  woman  saved. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor,  is  God,  who 
made  a  law  that  if  any  one  polluted  the  soul 
(which  is  the  spouse  of  Christ)  by  the  com- 
mission of  any  mortal  sin,  he  should  be  pre- 
cipitated from  a  high  mountain — that  is,  from 
Heaven ;  as  befell  our  first  parent,  Adam. 
But  God,  by  the  sufferings  of  his  Son,  hath 
preserved  us.  When  man  sins,  God  does  not 
instantly  condemn  him,  because  His  mercy 
is  infinite  ;  but  **  by  grace  we  are  saved,"  and 
not  cast  headlong  into  hell. 
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TALE  IV. 


OP  JUSTICE. 


During  the  reign  of  Caesar  a  law  was 
enacted,  that  if  a  man  maltreated  a  woman, 
and  overcame^ber  by  violence,  it  should  re- 
main with  the  aggrieved  party,  whether  the 
person  so  offending  should  be  put  to  death, 
or  married  to  her,  without  a  portion.  Now 
it  fell  out  that  a  certain  fellow  violated  two 
women  upon  the  same  night ;  the  one  of  whom 
sought  to  put  him  to  death,  and  the  other  to 
be  married  to  him.  The  violator  was  appre- 
hended and  brought  before  the  judge,io  answer 
respecting  the  two  women,  according  to  law. 
The  first  woman  insisting  upon  her  right,  de- 
sired his  death ;  while  the  second  claimed  him 
for  her  husband,  and  said  to  the  first,  *'  It  is 
true,  the  law  grants  you  your  request,  but  at 
the  same  time,  it  supports  me  in  mine.     But 
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because  my  demand  is  of  less  importance, 
and  more  charitable^  1  doiibt  not  but  that 
sentence  will  be  given  in  my  favor."  Both 
women  complained,  and  both  required  the 
enforcement  of  the  l«w.  When  either  side 
had  been  heard,  the  judge  ordered  that  the 
second  woman  should  obtain  her  husband. 
And  so  it  was  done« 


APPLlCATIOJSr. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor,  who  framed 
the  law,  is  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The 
violator,  any  sinner, y^ho  violates  two  finales*, 
that  is.  Justice  and  Mercy,  whieh  are  both  the 
daughters  of  God.  The  violator  is  brought 
before  the  Judge,  when  the  soul  separates 
from  the  body.  The  first  woman,  that  is. 
Justice,  alleges  against  ^he  sinner  that  by  law 
he  is  subject  to^  eternal-death  :  but  the  other, 
that  is.  Divine  Mercy,  alleges -that  by  contri- 
tion and  confession  he  may  be  saved.  There- 
fore let  us  study  to  please  God. 
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TALE  V. 

OF  FIDELITY. 


The  subject  of  a  certain  king  fell  into  the 
bauds  of  pirates^  and  wrote  to  bis  father  for 
ransom.  But  the  father  would  not  redeem 
him ;  so  the  youth  wasted  fiway  in  prison, 
^ow  he  who  detained  him  in  chains  had  a 
daughter  of  great  beauty  and  virtue.  She 
was  at  this  time  in  her^  twentieth  year,  and 
frequently  visited  the  young  man  with  tho 
hope  of  alleviating  his  griefs.  But  he  was 
too  disconsolate  ta  hearken.  At  lengthy  after 
some  time  had  passed  in  this  manner^  believing 
her  prejudiced  in  his  &vor,  and  disposed  to 
succour  him^  he  asked  her  to  obtai  n  his  freedom.. 
She  replied,  ''  But  how  am  I  to  effect  it  ?  Thy 
father,  thine  own  father  will  not  ransom  thee  :^ 
on  what  ground  then  should  h  ^  stranger,  at-^ 
tempt  it  ?  And  suppose  that  I  were  induced 
to  do  S0|  I  should  incur  the  wrath  of  my  pa-^ 
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rent,  because  thine  denies  the  pxipe  of  thy 
redemption.  Nevertheless,  on  one  condition 
thou  shalt  be  liberated/'  "  Amiable  creature/' 
returned  he,  "  impose  what  thou  wilt ;  so  that 
il  be  possible,  I  will  accomplish  it."  **  Pro- 
mise, then,"  said  she,  '*  to  marry  me,  when- 
ever an  opportunity  may  occur."  **  I  pro- 
mise," said  the  youth  joyfully,  **  and  plight 
thee  an  unbroken  faith."  The  girl  immedi- 
ately commenced  her  operations ;  and  during 
her  father's  absence  effected  his  release,  and 
fled  with  him  to  his  own  country.  When  they 
amved,  the  father  of  the  youth  welcomed 
him,  and  said,  "  Son,  I  am  overjoyed  at  thy 
return ;  but  who  is  the  lady  under  thy  es- 
cort ?"  He  replied,  *'  It  is  the  daughter  of  a 
king,  to  whom  I  am  betrothed."  The  fiither 
returned,  ^*  On  pain  of  losing  thy  inheritance, 
I  charge  thee,  marry  her  not."  *'  My  father," 
exclaimed  the  youth,  "  what  hast  thou  said  ? 
My  obligations  to  her  are  greater  than  they 
are  to  you ;  for  when  imprisoned  and  fettered 
by  my  enemy,  I  implored  you  to  ransom  me ; 
but  this  you  cruelly  denied.  Now  she  not 
only  released  me  from  prison,  but  from  the 
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apj^rehensions  of  death — ^and,  therefore,  I  am 
reBolred  to  »arry  her/'  The  father  answer- 
ed, '*  Son,  I  tell  thee,  that  thou  canst  not 
oonfide  in  her,  and  consequently  ought  not  to 
espouse  her.  She  deceived  her  own  father, 
when  she  liberated  thee  from>pfison9  secretly 
carrying  off  the  price  of  thy  redemption* 
Therefor^  i  am  of  opinion,  that  thou  "canst 
notconfidein  her,  and  consequently  ought 
ou^  ttiot  to  espouse  her*  Besides,  there  is 
another  reason.  It  is  true,  she  liberated  th^j 
but  it  was  for  the  gratification  of  her  passicms^ 
and  in  order  to  oblige  thee  to  marry  her. 
And,  since  an  unworthy  passion  was  the 
source  of  thy  liberty^  I  think,  that  she  ought 
not  to  be  thy  wife/'  When  the  lady  heard 
such  reasons  assigned,  she  answered^  ^^  To 
your  first  objection,  tlmt  I  deceived  my  own 
parent,  I  reply,  ti^t  it  is  not  true.  He  de- 
ceives who  takes  away  or  diminishes  a  cer^ 
tain  good.  But  my  father  is  so  rich  that  he 
needs  notany  addition.  When,  therefore^  I 
had  matittely  weighed  this  matter,  I  procured 
the  young  rman'a  freedom.  And  if  my  father 
had  received  a  ransom  for  him,  he^had  been 
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bat  little  ]Ack^ ;  «ii4  tl^efort  caimot  be  muck 

impov^ie^ied  by  tb%WMiof  it%  Nofr,  in  aotr 

ing  tlius^  I  have  served  you#  vubo  refused  die 

ransooa,  aad  hare  doi^eno  iiiijury  to  my  p%T 

rent.     A&  for  y^^ur  last  objection^  tbat  anunr 

worthy  passion  ur^ed^^sike  to  do  this,  I  assert 

that  it.is  fsdse.    Feelings  of  suoh  a  nnimt 

arise,  eithe^r  from. great  ;p«rsQoal  beiMi^;OB 

tkooL  wejEdtb^  oi^^hoBOfa }  or.  fiaaUy,  from  &  f o*^ 

bust  app^a)raiK^»    Nooe  of.whMsh  qualities 

your  son  possessed.  ..^or  imprisginiaetttc  bad 

des^oyed  his  beauty  ;  ^ind  kke.hsdmot  suffif 

cient  wealth  eyea.  t^  effaotirhis/Ubecattfoi; 

whale   muoh  aai:iety  haid    wor&  lawayt  his 

strength^  md  left  huu  «ialt«M4ed  and  sidcly. 

Tberef(»re«coiapa98if«Hrather  persuaded  jne.  to 

free  him*"   Whw  th©  father,  had  beitfdjthis, 

he  could  objf^t  nolhiug  more^;  So  hiascm 

laamed  the  .lady  with  very  great,  poBop^  and 

closed  l^a  life  iu  peace.  (3)  r 

APPLICATJLON. 

My  beloved^  the  sonoaptuved^by  p4rates^  is 
the  yn^ltAitman  race,  AeA  by  the^  siu^  of  our 
Ibst  parent  into  the  prison  of  the  devil«-^4hat 
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is,  iBto  hiB  power.  The  father  who  would  not 
redeem  inm,  is  the  UH>rld,  which  aids  not  man's 
escape  from  the  evil  one,  but  radier  loves  to 
retain  him  in  thraldom.  The  daughter  who 
visited  him  in  prison,  is  the  Dtt^tntVy  of  Christ 
united  to  the  soul ;  who  sympathised  with  die 
human  species — and  who,  after  his  passion, 
descended  into  hell  and  freed  us  from  the 
chains  of  the  devil.  But  the  celestial  Father 
has  no  occasion  for  wealth,  because  He  is  in- 
finitely rich  and  good.  Therefore,  Christ, 
moved  with  compassion,  came  down  from 
Heaven  to  visit  us,  and  took  upon  himself  our 
form,  and  required  no  more  than  to  be  united 
in  the  closest  bonds  with  man.  So  Hosea  ii« 
"  I  will  marry  her  to  me  in  faithfulness/'  But 
our  father,  the  world,  whom  many  obey,  ever 
murmurs  and  objects  to  this.  ''  If  thou 
unitest  thyself  to  God,  thou  shalt  lose  my  in- 
heritance's—that is,  the  inheritance  of  this 
world ;  because,  it  is  "  impossible  to  serve 
God  and  mammon."  Matt.  vi. — ''  He  who 
shall  leave  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or 
country,  for  my  sake,  he  shall  receive  an 
hundred  fold  and  possess  everlasting  life^'* 
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Which  may  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  liring 
God,  vouchsafe  to  bestow  upon  us ;  who  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  liveth  and 
reigneth  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


TALE  VL 


OF  FOLLOWINGT  REASOK. 


A  CEBTAIN  emperor,  no  less  tyrannical  than 
powerful,  espoused  a  very  beautiful  girl,  the 
daughter  of  a  king.  After  the  ceremony  was 
concluded,  each  solemnly  vowed  that  the 
death  of  the  one  should  be  followed  by  the 
voluntary  destruction  of  the  other.  It  hap- 
pened not  many  days  after,  that  the  emperor 
went  into  a  far  country,  and  continued  ^ere 
t  long  time.  Being  desirous  of  proving  the 
idelity  of  his  wife,  he  directed  a  messenger  to 
mfom  her  that  he  was  dead.   When  this  in- 


d  by  Google 


22  OF  FOLIiOWIKO  EftA60K. 

teUigenot  iwiscoouniMiicatedr^he  reiaiiein- 
bef»d  the  oatb'wiiicli  had  been  admimstered, 
and  pmoipiti^d  beDsdAfrotia  a  lofty  mountain, 
with  an  intention  to  die.  But  she  feceiyed 
little  injury,  and  in  a  short  space  was  re- 
stored to  health.  Her  father  understanding 
this,  forbade  obedience  to  the  mandate  and 
oath  prescribed  by  her  husband.  Still,  as 
she  seemed  anxious  46  comply  with  them,  the 
father  said,  ''  If  you  refuse  assent  to  my  re- 
quest, quit  the  palace  with  all  haste."  But 
she  replied,  '^  I  will  not  do  that ;  and  I  will 
prove,  by  good  reasons,  my  right  to  remain. 
When  an  oath  is  sworn,  ought  it  not  to  be 
fiadthftiUy  maintained  ?  I  l^ve  sworn  to  my 
husband,  that  I  would  destney  mye(e]f,  if  I 
aucviyed  him :  therefore,  it  is  no  delinquency 
tO'fulfil  my  vow^and  I  ought  XM>tto;bedriy«& 
from  your  palace.  Moreover,  no  ^e  should 
be  punished  for  that  which  is  ccMtatmendidDAe. 
Now^  ^C6  juan  and  womw  are  one;  4esh,  ac- 
cording to  the  lawa  of  God>  it  is  comnimtdable 
for.  a^mfe  to  perish  with  her' husb«i)d«  On 
yrhich  account,  (thare<  wa»  a  li^  inildi^^  Uml 
a.wife.ft£tep  die  deceaft^ -of  hev:rlpi4ii9b$t)dd 
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bum  herself  as  evidence  of  her  grief  and  love ; 
or  else  be  deposited  alive,  in  his  sepulchre. 
Apd  therefore  I  think  that  it  is  no  error  to 
)(U1  myself  for  the  love  of  my  husband,"  The 
father  answered,  "  When  yon  said  that  you 
were. bound  by  an  oath^  yx)u  should  have  re- 
remembered  that  such  an  obligation  is  not 
binding,  because  its  end  is  deprivation  of  life. 
A^  oatib  should  ^always  be  consistent  with  rea- 
son ;  and  therefore  your's  being  unreasonable 
is  of  no  forces  As  for  the  other  argument, 
that:  it  is  pFai^^-worthy  in  a  wife  to  die  with 
hef  husband^  it  avails  you  not.  For  although 
jthey  are  one  in  the  body,  united  by  carnal  af- 
fectiops,  ya^t  they  are  two  persons  in  soul, 
and  are  really  and  substajotially  different. 
Therefore,  neither  doe&  this  afford  any  re- 
mnoe."  When  the; ,  My  heard  theae  wards, 
,  sh^  could  argue  no  farther,  but  complied  with 
^  request  of  her  parent*  She.ri^i:ajined  ft'om 
soliciting  destruction;  but  tbopgh  .i^ppjrized 
of  her  husband's  existence  soon  after,  she 
neither  returned  to,  nor  forgave  him. 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  emperor  is  the  devil.  The 
girl  is  the  soitl  created  in  the  likeness  of  Gk>d, 
but  by  sin  espoused  to  the  evil  one.  Where^ 
fore,  in  the  commission  of  sin,  there  is  a  cove- 
nant established,  namely,  that  if  a  man  die  in 
sin  and  in  remote  parts — that  is,  in  hell,  it  is 
(previously  agreed  upon  by  his  own  pride,  that 
the  sinning  soul  should  cast  itself  from  a  high 
mountain — that  is,  from  heaven  down  to  hell : 
and  thus  it  was,  before  the  advent  of  our  Sa- 
viour. But  He,  by  his  passion,  re-instated  it 
in  health.  Notwithstanding,  the  soul  3^till 
desires  to  precipitate  itself,  as  often  as  it  acts 
against  the  divine  command.  But  God,  who 
is  our  Father,  would  not  willingly  that  ^e 
should  fall,  but  had  rather,  by  contrition  and 
confession,  receive  us  wholly  to  Hiiaself>  and 
bind  us  so  firmly  to  Him,  that  with  Him  we 
might  enjoy  everlai^ing  life. 


.Jit 
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TALE    VII. 


OF  THE  ENVY  OF  BAD  MEN   TOWARDS 
THE  GOOD. 


When  Diocletian  was  emperor,  there  was 
a  certain  noUe  soldier  who  had  two  sons, 
whom  he  entirely  and  truly  lored.  The 
younger  of  tiiem  married  a  harlot,  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  fitther,  and  the  infiimy  of 
this  proceeding  overwhelmed  him  with  the 
greatest  grief.  He  sternly  banished  him  ftom 
his  presence,  and  left  him  to  the  rebukes  of 
conscience,  and  to  the  agonies  of  approaching 
want.  Nevertheless,  his  family  increased; 
and  a  beautiful  but  sickly  child  i^ded  to  their 
necessity  and  despair.  In  this  situation  he 
despatched  a  messenger  to  his  parent,  to 
supplicate  relief;  and  when  his  wretchedness 
was  made  known,  it  moved  him  to  compas- 
sion, and  he  forgave  him  all.  After  their  re* 
c 
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conciliation^  the  son  entrusted  to  his  father^s 
protection  the  QhikI  that  the  harlot  bore  him, 
and  it  was  taken  to  his  house  and  educated  as 
his  own.  But  when  the  elder  brother  heard 
what  had  happened,  he  was  exceedingly  wroth, 
and  said  to  his  fadier,  "  Thou  art  mad,  and  I 
will  prove  it  by  satisfactory  reasons.  He  is  mad 
who  fosters  and  adopts  a  son  by  whom  he  has 
been  grievously  wronged.  Now  my  brother, 
whose  son  that  child  is,  did:^ob  great  injury 
wfara  he  esjpoised  a  ba^rlot  coi^trary  to  your 
will.  Therefore,  I  am  persiiad^  that  you  are 
mad*^ibr  you  both  protect  the  child,  and  are 
at  peace  with  liiim."  Here  the  father  answer- 
ed, '*  Sen,  I  am  reconciled  to  thy  birother,  in 
consequence  of  his  own  contrition,  and  the 
urgent  entr^Lties  of  his  friends.  Therefore,  it 
beodmes  me  to  love  my  recoV^ed  son  more 
than  you ;  beoause,  you  have  often  offended 
me,  but  never  bought  a  reconciliation :  and 
since  you  have  not  humbly  acknowledged 
yout  transgressions^  you  are  more  ungrateful 
than  your  broAer  has  been,  ykhbm  you  would 
hav«  me  banish  from  my  bouse*  Yofu  ought 
rather  to  rejoice  tlutt  he  is  reeoneildd  to  ma. 
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But  beeause  yoa  kave  exhibited  so  mudi  in* 
gratitude,  you  shall  not  receive  the  inheri- 
tance designed  for  job.  It  riiall  be  giren  to 
your  brother.^ — And  so  it  was  done.  (6) 


APPLICATION. 

My  belorred,  by  this  father,  we  are  to  un- 
derstand our  heaoenly  Father :  by  the  two  sons, 
the  angelic  and  human  nature.  The  human 
nature  was  united  with  a  harlot, — that  is,  with 
humanUy,  when  it  ate  the  fatal  apple,  contrary 
to  the  Divine  injunetion.  Wherefore,  it  was 
banished  by  the  heavenly  Father.  The  son  of 
the  harlot,  is  mankind^  which  had  perished  in 
its  perverseness  but  for  the  paternal  regard. 
And  it  is  described  as  sickly,  because  being 
the  fruit  of  sin,  it  is  placed  in  a  valley  of  tears. 
As  in  Cren.  iii. — "  By  the  sweat  of  thy  brow 
dhalt  thou  eat  bread."  But  he,  by  the  passion 
of  Christ  is  reconciled  to  God  the  Father,  and 
fully  established  by  ihe  good  offices  and 
prayers  of  holy  men,  who  daily  pour  forth 
their  petitions  to  heaven,  for  all  the  world. 
So  the  Psalmist,  "  Tliey  ask  that  which  they 
c  2 
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desire.''  But  the  other,  brother,  namely,  the 
devil  (who  is  the  father  of  ingratitade)  coati* 
nually  attacks  us,  and  murmurs  at  our  recon* 
ciliation;  alleging  that  we  ought  not  to  obtain 
our  heavenly  inheritance  because  of  original 
sin.  But  doubtless  if  we  live  a  holy  and  pure 
life  in  this  world,  his  allegation  will  nothing 
avail ;  nay,  we  shall  obtain  his  portion— that 
iSf  the  place  which  h^  h^  lost  in  heaven. 


TALE   VIII. 


OF   FALSE   ALLEGATIONS. 


When  the  emperor  ^o  reigned,  his  chief 
pleasure  consisted  in  a  beautiful  face.  Where* 
fore>  he  caused  three  female  images  to  be 
made,  to  which  he  dedicated  a  stately  temple, 
and  commanded  all  his  subjects  to  worship 
them*    The  first  iw^e  stretched  out  its  hand 
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over  the  people^  and  upon  one  of  its  fingers 
was  plaoed  a  golden  ring  bearing  the  following 
device :  "  My  finger  is  generous."  The  second 
image  had  a  golden  beards  and  on  its  brow  was 
vmtten,  '^  I  have  a  beard:  if  any  one  be  beard' 
kss,  let  him  come  to  me,  and  I  will  give  him 
one.'*  The  third  image  had  a  golden  cloak^ 
and  purple  tunic,  and  on  its  breast  appeared 
these  words,  in  large  golden  characters.  "  I 
fear  no  one.**  These  three  images  were  fabri- 
cated of  stone.  Now  when,  they  had  been 
erected  according  to  the  command  of  the  Em- 
peror, he  ordained  that  whosoever  conveyed 
awayv  either  the  ring,  or  golden  beard,  or 
cloak,  should  be  doomed  to  the  most  dis- 
graceful death.  It  so  chanced  that  a  certain 
fellow  entering  the  temple,  perceived  the  ring 
upon  the  finger  of  the  first  image,  which  he 
immediately  drew  off.  He  then  went  to  the 
second,  and  took  away  the  golden  beard. 
Last  of  all,  he  came  to  the  third  image,  and 
when  he  had  removed  the  cloak,  he  departed 
from  the  temple.  The  people,  seeing  their 
images  despoiled,  presently  communicated  the 
robbery  to  t^e  Emperor.  The  transgressor  was 
c3 
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summoned  before  him,  and  charged  with  pil* 
fering  from  the  images,  contrary  to  the  edicts 
But  he  replied,  "  My  Lord,  suffer  me  to  speak. 
When  I  entered  the  temple,  the  first  image 
extended  towards  me  its  finger  with  the  golden 
ring — as  if  it  had  said,  *  Here,  take  the  ring.' 
Yet,  not  merely  because  the  finger  was  held 
forth  to  me,  would  I  have  receiv>ed  it;  but,  by 
and  by,  I  read  the  supersonptipn,  which 
said,  '  My  finger  is  g«iiei'atM,-^ake  the  ring/ 
Whereby  understanding  that  it  was  die  sta- 
tue's pleasure  to  bestow  it  upon  me^  good  man- 
ners obliged  me,  to  refuse  it.  Afterwards, 
I  approached  the  second  image  with  the  gol*^ 
den  beard;  and  I  communed  with  my  own 
h^art^  and  said,  '  The  author  of  this  statue 
never  had  such  a  beard,  for  I  have  seen 
him  repeatedly;  and  the  creature  ought, 
beyond  question,  to  be  inferior  to  the  Cre* 
ator.  Therefore  it  is  fitting  and  necessary  to 
take  away  the  beard.'  But  although  she 
offered  not  the  smallest  opposition,  yet  I  was 
unwilling  to  carry  it  off,  until  I  distinctly 
perceived,  '  I  have  a  beard ;  if  any  one  be 
beardless,  let  hun  come  to  me,  and  I  will 
give  him  one/    I  am  beardless,  as  your  Ma- 
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jesty  may  see»  aad  tberelpre^  for  two  eapecial 
re860Ds>  took  away  the  beaird.    Tht  first  was, 
diat  she  should  look  tfior6  like  her  author, 
and  not  grow  too  proud  of  her  golden  beard. 
Secondly,  that  by  these  means,  I  might  pro- 
tect my  own  bald  pate.    Again,  I  came  to 
the  third  image,  which  bore  a  golden  cloak 
I  took  away  the  cloak,    because,   being  of 
metal,   ib  the  winter  time,  it  is  eittremely 
cold  ;  and  the  imi^e  itself  is  made  of  stone. 
Now  stone  is  naturally  cold ;  and  if  it  had 
retained  the  golden  cloak  it  would  have  been 
adding  cold  to  cold,  which  were  a  bad  thing 
for  the  image.     Also,  if  it  had  possessed  this 
cloak  in  summer,  it  would  ha^e  proved  too 
heavy  and  warm  for  the  season.    However,  I 
should  not  have  borne  it  away  even  for  tlftse 
causes  if  there  had  not  been  written  upon 
the  breast,  *  I  fear  nobody.'    For  I  discovered 
in  that  vaunt,  such  intolerable  arrogance, 
that  I  took  away  the  cloak,  merely  to  hum- 
ble it."     "  Fair  Sir,"  replied  the  Emperor, 
"  does  not  the  law   say  expressly  that  the 
images  shall  not  be  robbed,  nor  the  orna^ 
ments  upon  them  molested  on  any  pretence  ? 
c4 
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You  hare  impadeatly  taken  away  that  whieli 
did  not  belong  to  you,  and  therefore,  I  deter- 
mine that  yott  be  instantly  suspended  on  a 
gallows.''    And  so  it  was  done.  (6) 


APPLICATION* 

My  beloved,  that  Emperor  is  our  Ldrd  Je^ 
sus  Christ.  The  three  images  are  three  sorts 
of  men,  in  whom  God  takes  pleasure — as  it 
is  written,  ^*  thy  delight  is  in  the  sons  of 
men."  If  we  live  piously  and  uprightly,  God 
will  remain  with  us.  By  the  first  image  with 
extended  hand,  we  mayxonc^ve  the  poor  and 
the  simple  of  this  world ;  who,  if  they  have 
business  in  the  halls  of  princes  and  noblemen, 
will  prevail  but  little  unless  the  hand  is 
put  forth  to  present  a  gift.  Gifts  blind  the 
eyes  of  a  judge.  But  if  it  should  be  asked  of 
such  a  one,  or  of  his  servants,  *'  Why  fleecest 
thou  the  poor  ?'*  it  is  instantly  replied,  ^'  Can 
I  not  receive  with  a  good  conscience,  what  is 
voluntarily  presented?  If  I  took  not  the 
offering,  people  would  say  I  was  besotted ; 
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and  therefore,  to  curb  tiieir  tongues  I  take  it«*' 
By  the  second  image  we  are  to  understand  the 
rwsh  of  the  world,  who>  by  the  grace  of  God, 
are  exalted  to  great  wealth.  So  the  Psalmist ' 
'*  Thou  raisest  the  poor  out  of  the  mire^  and 
they  are  accused  before  their  rivals/'  Some 
wretched  man  hath  a  golden  beard-^that  is, 
great  riches,  which  he  inherited  from  his  fa- 
ther ;  and  straightway  we  oppress  him,  either 
with  a  legal  pretext  or  without.  A  just  man 
is  orerbome  and  robbed ;  for  they  say,  "  We 
are  bald,"  that  is,  we  are  poor;  and  it  is 
fitting  that  he  divide  his  riches  with  us  :  nay, 
he  is  often  murdered  for  his  property.  "  Co- 
vetousness/*  says  St.  Paul  to  Timothy,  "  is 
Ihe  root  of  all  evil."  By  the  third  image  with 
the  golden  cloak,  we  are  to  understand  men 
raised  to  great  dignities*  Such  are  the  pre- 
lates and  princes  of  the  earth,  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  preserve  the  law,  to  cultivate  virtue, 
and  to  root  out  vice.  Wherefore,  evil-doers, 
who  refuse  to  submit  to  necessary  discipline, 
lift  themselves  up,  and  conspire  against  their 
ecclesiastical  governors  and  superiors,  saying, 
"  We  will  not  have  him  to  reign  over  us/' 
c6 
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St.  Luke.  The  Jews  seeing  Chrirt  perfermbig^ 
miracles,  and  prortng  tiiat  ihey  had  named 
against  the  law»  immediately  oo&ftrire  his 
death.  But  these  conspirators,  and  the  like 
to  them^  shall  die  the  death*  Therefore^  let 
as  diligently  study  to  correct  iwhat  ia  uniss  in 
this  life  present,  that  we  may,  kc* 


TALE   IX. 


OP  DBfRAVlTV  COKQUfiRED  BY  MIL&NMS. 


Alexander  was  a  renowned  and  prudent 
£mperor.  He  married  the  daughter  of  the 
King  of  Syria,  and  bad  hy  her  a  beautiful 
son.  the  boy  grew,  but  coming  to  man's 
estate,  he  conspired  against  his  father,  and 
Continually  sought  his  death.  This  conduct 
surprised  the  Emperor,  and  comrersing  with 
the  Empress,  he  said,  *'  Fair  wife,  tell  me,  I 
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pisy  ibm,  without  reaerre,  haat  thotu  ever 
forsaken  me  for  aiiotker  2"^''  My  Lord/'  an- 
swered his-  wife,   ^'  what  is  tte  purport  of 
yoDur  question  ?"— -"  Your  son/'  said  he, "  seeks 
my  life.     It  amazes  me ;  and  if  he  were,  ttiine 
he  could  not  do  it"-^"  Heaven  can  witi^ss^" 
returned  the  Lady, "  that  I  am  innoeent    He 
is  truly  yoiir  son,  but  to  what  end  he  pursues 
your  destruction,   I   cannot  surmise.*'     The 
Emperor,  satisfied  on  this  point,  spoke  to  Ins 
son,  with  the  utmost  mildness.    "  My  dear 
son,"   said  he,   ''  I  am  your  fathec ;  by  my 
means  you  came  into  the  world,  and  will  suc-^ 
ceed  me  on  the  throne.    Why  then  do  you 
desire  my  dei^  ?    I  have  ever  loved  and  cared 
for  you,  and  my  possessions  are  not  less  your's 
than  mine.    Cease,  I  conjure  you,  from  such 
an  iniquitous  pursuit ;  and,  in  return  for  hav** 
ing  given  you  life,  curtail  not  the  few  brief 
hours  that  are  assigned  me."    .Nevettheless 
the  son  disregarded  his  feth^s  entreaties, 
and  every  soeceeding  d^  discovered  ives)i 
proofs  of  a  hard  and  depraved  hearty  some- 
times endeavouring  to  slay  him  in  public,  and 
sometimes  resorting  to  secret  ass$ssini^ioii« 
c6 
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When  theftdher  btcame  awmre  of  thif^  here* 
tired  into  arery  secluded  apartment,  and  took 
with  him  his  eon.  Presenting  a  naked  sword, 
be  said,  "  Take  this  weapon,  and  now  hesitate 
not  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  the  e»stence  of 
thy  parent ;  for  it  will  be  >  esteemed  less 
sbamefiil  to  be  slain  by  my  own  son,  quietly 
md  in'  secret,  than  to  be  exposed  to  the  up- 
roar and  obsenration  of  the  people/'  The  son, 
struck  with  the  enormity  of  what  he  purposed, 
cast  aside  the  extended  sword,  and  fedling 
upon  his  knees,  wept  aloud  **  Oh !  my  fa- 
ther," said  he,  "  I  have  done  thee  wrong — 
open  and  notorious  wrong,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  son.  Yet  forgive  me, 
dearest  father,  and  once  again  restore  me  to 
thy  forfeited  love.  From  henceforth,  I  will 
be  indeed  thy  son,  and  in  all  things  execute 
thy  pleasure."  When  the.  overjoyed  parent 
heard  this,  he  fell  upon  his  neck,  and  kissed 
him.  "  Oh  my  beloved  son,  be  faithful  and 
tffectionate,  and  thou  shalt  find  a  fond  and 
indulgent  father."  He  then  clothed  him  in 
gorgeous  apparel,  and  brought  him  to  the 
banqueting-chamber,  where  he  was  sumptu-v 
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oasly  feasted  wHh  all  tke  iioble»  of  his  empire. 
The  Emperor  lived  a  short  time  after  this^  and 
finished  his  career  in  peace* 


APPUCATION. 

My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  our  Lord  Jesos 
Christ,  the  Son  of  Ood.  He  who  seeks  the 
life  of  his  father  is  any  bad  Christian  who  is 
made  a  legitimate  child  of  God,  by  the  virtues 
of  baptism.  The  mother  of  the  boy  is  the 
holy  church,  through  which  our  baptismal 
vows  are  received ;  and  through  which  abo  the 
perverse  sinner,  removed  from  Ood  by  mani- 
fold offences,  seeks  the  death  of  Christ,  who  is 
hiaiself  the/o^Aer,  as  appears  from  D^ut.  xxxii< 
"  Is  he  not  thy  father,"  &c.  Therefore,  the 
Christian  attempts  to  destroy  Christ,  as  often 
as  he  departs  from  the  law  of  Ood*  Again, 
Christ  withdraws  into  the  innermostsanctuary, 
and  there,  not  only  offers  his  breast  to  the 
drawn  sword — but  has  actually  died  for  our 
sins.  Wherefore,  remembering  his  love,  and 
the  sources  of  our  own  security,  we  ought  to 


d  by  Google 


H  OF  DBMATITr. 

recistsam  and  serre  him  ftEudif ally.  Tke  father 
dslivared  lo  his  son  the  instniment  of  death  : 
so  God  gives  to  you  a  sword— *that  is^  free 
will,  either  to  receive  his  grace  and  love,  or  to 
reject  them.  Do  thou  therefore  act  as  the  son 
did :  cast  from  thee  the  sword  of  iniquity  and 
malice.  We  read  in  the  Gospel,  *'  The  son 
went  away  into  a  far  country •''  So  when  the 
sinner  loves  his  carnal  delights  he  wanders 
from  the  Lord.  And  in  proportion  that  sin 
renders  him  unlike  to  God,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion he  removes  from  him.  His  substance 
is  consumed,  while  life  and  thought  are  clog- 
ged  and  d^raded  by  base  actions.  Thus,  as 
it  is  said  of  the  son  in  the  Gospel,  **  He  began 
to  want;  and  joining  himself  to  a  citizen  of 
that  country,  he  was  placed  on  a  form  to  feed 
swine,"  &c.  The  son  begins  to  want,  when 
his  virtuous  feelings  are  overwhelmed  in  sin ; 
for,  as  the  Psalmist  says,  "  The  rich  want,  and 
are  hungry.'*  He  joined  himself  to  a  citiBen — 
namely,  to  the  danl;  because  devils  are  citi- 
zens and  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world. 
According  to  the  4Pemark  of  tfce  Apostle,  "  We 
do  not  struggle  against  flesh  and  blood,"  8ic. 
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Swine  aw  unciamii  tniiiials,  becsmse  they  de* 

light  in  tUQk,  and  therefore  die  devils  may  be 

compared  to  Aem^  who  are  saturated  with 'the 

filth  of  sin^  proceedings  from  themselves.    Re* 

fuse  is  the  prop^  food  of  sin ;  thus,  fornica^ 

tion,  drunkenness,  and  gluttony,  are  ike  food 

of  devila.    The  sinner  seeks  to  ill  his  belly 

with  such  refuse,  because  no  one  supplies  him 

with  food  enough,  and  because  voluptuousness 

is  always  hungry.   The  devil  often  denies  man 

the  power  of  gratifying  bis  appetite,  knowing 

that  the  cup  of  his  iniquity  is  full,  and  tl^t  he 

is  dead  in  sin.    Nevertheless,  theXord,  by  his 

grace,  enables  him  to  throw  away  the  sword  of 

vice ;  and  the  sinner  then  exclaims — *'  Pity 

me,  O  Qod,  while  thou  correctest :  I  acksow<- 

ledge    my  tmnsgressions.^'     The  Almighty 

Being  compassionates  his  distress,  and,  as  it 

were,  falls  upon  his  neck,  and  kisses  him. 

"Bring  forth,"  he  says, ''  the  most  sumptuous 

apparel,  and  elollie  him ;  p^t  a  ring  upon  his 

finger,  and  shoes  upon  hisi  feet.    Slay  likewise 

the  ftitted  calf,  that  we  i3lay  eat**-fbr  my  son, 

which  was  dead,  is  idive  again ;  he  was  lost 

and  is  found.**    Thus  our  heavenly  Father, 
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when  the  repentant  sinner  stands  awe^stnlck 
before  him,  falls  upon  his  neck,  kisses  him, 
and  comforts  him  with  many  words.  As  it  is 
written—''  He  shall  kiss  me  with  the  kiss  of 
his  lip.*'  The  sjdendid  vesture  is  putupon  him> 
when,  as  a  true  penitent,  he  entertains  the  love 
of  Christ.  The  ring  on  his  finger  denotes  the 
seal  of  Christ's  similitude,  manifested  in  good 
works.  He,  therefore,  bears  the  ring,  whose 
actions  resemble  our  Lord's  ''  labors  of  love." 
The  shoes  on  the  feet,  lure  the  living  examples 
of  departed  saints.  For  as  shoes  defend  the 
feet,  so  do  the  examples  of  holy  men  secure 
the  soul.  The  fatted  calf  is  Christ,  sacrificed 
for  our  sakes  upon  the  altar  of  the  cross  ;  and 
fatted,  because  filled  with  the  Holy  Ohost. 
Let  then  the  city  of  thy  heart,  waving  over  its 
battlements  the  standard  of  our  blessed  Lord, 
prove  that  itis  defended  by  his  best  and  bravest 
soldiers.  It  is  said,  that  **  if  we  love  <3od,  all 
things  maybe  forgiven"— that  is,  if  we  are  pe- 
nitent, our  errors  will  be  done  away.  If  we 
carry  along  with  us  the  favor  and  fear  of  Gk>d, 
we  shall  obtain  everlasting  life;  to  which,  of 
His  infinite  mercy,  may  he  lead  us. 
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TALE    X. 


OF  THfi  MAKAGBMENT  OF  THE  SOUL« 


Th£  Emperor  Vespasian  lired  a  lo&g  time 
without  children ;  but  at  last,  by  the  counsel 
of  certain  wise  men,  he  espoused  a  beautiful 
girl,  brought  to  him  from  a  distant  country. 
He  afterwards  travelled  with  her  into  foreign 
lands,  and  there  became  father  of  a  son.  In 
the  course  of  time,  he  wished  to  reyisit  his  own 
kingd<Mn;  but  his  wife  obstinately  refused  to 
comply,  and  said,  '*  If  you  leave  me,  I  will 
kill  myselff*'  The  Emperor,  therefore,  in  this 
dilemma,  constructed  two  rings;  and  upon  the 
jewels  with  which  they  were  richly  ornamented, 
he  sculptured  images  possessing  very  singular 
virtoes.  One  bore  an  effigy  of  memory ;  and 
the  other  an  effigy  of  oblivion.  They  were 
placed  upon  the  apex  of  each  ringi  and  that 
which  represented  oblivion  he  bestowed  upon 
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his  wife.  The  other  he  retained  himself;  and 
as  their  love  had  been,  such  was  the  power  of 
the  rings.  The  wife  presently  forgot  her  hus- 
band^ and  the  husband  cared  but  little  for  the 
memory  of  his  wife.  Seeing,  therefore,  that 
his  object  Dioas  achieyed,  he  departed  joyfully 
to  his  own  dominions,  and  never  afterwards  re- 
turned to  the  lady.  So  he  ended  his  days  in 
peace. 


APPLICATION. 

My  btloved,  by  the  Emperor  understand  the 
kuimm  wul,  which  ought  to  return  to  its  own 
country— *that  is,  to  Heaven,  by  which  pal^ 
alone  it  can  arvive  at  security.  Therefore,  the  - 
Psalmist  says—*'  Save  me,  O  God,"  &c.  TTie 
wife  is  our  bod^^  which  holds  the  soul  in  sen- 
sual delights,  that  encumber  and  bar  its  pas- 
sage to  that  eternal  life,  where  the  empire  and 
hope  of  the  soul  is.  And  why  does  it  so  im- 
pede it  ?  Because  the  flesh  rebels  against  the 
spirit,  and  the  spirit  wars  against  the  flesh. 
Do  ye,  therefore,  as  the  Emperor  did;  make 
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two  rings — the  rings  of  memory  and  forgetftil- 
ness,  which  are  prayer  and  &sting;  for  both 
are  effective.  In  most  countries^  a  ring  upon 
the  woman's  finger  is  a  token  of  her  marriage ; 
and  when  a  man  resigns  himself  to  prayer 
and  fasting,  it  is  evidence  of  his  being  the 
bride  of  Christ.  Pray««  is  the  ring  of  memory, 
for  the  Apostle  enjoins  us  to  **  pray  without 
ceasing."  Bfan,  therefore,  makes  use  of  pfe- 
riodtcal  prayer,  that  God  may  remember  his 
desires ;  while  angels  themselves  present  and 
aid  the  petition,  as  we  read  in  the  book  of 
Tobit.  Fasting  may  be  cafied  the  ring  of  ob- 
Uvion,  because  it  withdraws  from  and  forgets 
the  enticements  of  the  flesh,  that  liiere  may 
be  no  obstruction  in  its  progress  to  Gted^  Let 
us  then  study  to  preserve  these  rings  and  merit 
everiasting  life. 
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TALE  XL 


OF  THE  POISON  OF  SIN. 


Alexakder  was  a  prince  of  great  power,  and 
a  disciple  of  Aristotle,  whp  instructed  him  in 
every  branch  of  polite  learning.  The  Queen 
of  the  North  haviiig  heard  of  his  proficiency, 
nourished  her  daughter  from  the  cradle  upon 
a  certain  kind  of  deadly  poison;  and  when  she 
grew  up,  she  was  considered  so  beautiful,  that 
the  sight  of  her  alone  affected  many  with  mad- 
ness. The  Queen  sent  her  to  Alexander  to 
espouse.  He  had  no  sooner  beheld  her,  than 
he  became  violently  enamoured,  and  with  much 
eagerness  desired  to  possess  her;  but  Aristotle 
observing  his  weakness,  said — **  Do  not  touch 
her,  for  if  you  do,  you  will  certainly  perish. 
She  has  been  nurtured  upon  the  most  delete- 
rious food,  which  I  will  prove  to  you  imme- 
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diately .  Here  is  a  malefactor,  who  is  already 
condemned  to  death.  He  shall  be  tmited  to 
her,  and  yon  will  soon  see  the  truth  of  what  I 
advance.*'  Accordingly  the  culprit  was  brought 
without  delay  to  the  girl ;  and  scarcely  had  he 
touched  her  lips>  before  his  whole  frame  was 
impregnated  with  poison,  and  he  expired  in  the 
greatest  agony.  Alexander,  glad  at  his  escape 
from  such  imminent  destruction,  bestowed  all 
thanks  on  his  instructor,  and  returned  the  girl 
to  her  mother.  (7) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  any  good  Christian,  strong  and 
powerful  in  virtues  communicated  at  his  bap- 
tism, may  be  called  Alexander.  He  is  strong 
and  powerful  as  long  as  be  preserves  his  pu- 
rity from  the  contamination  of  the  devil,  the 
world,  and  the  flesh.  The  Queen  of  the  North 
is  a  superfluity  of  the  things  of  life,  which 
sometimes  destroys  the  spirit,  and  generally 
the  body.  The  envenomed  beauty,  is  Luxury 
and  Gluttony,  which  feed  men  with  delicacies. 
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that  are  pmtoi^  io  the  soul.  AriMotle  is  tliy 
coiiftoiettce,  Ot  reason,  which  leproves  aad 
opposes  the  u«kMtt  that  would  uudo  die  soul. 
Hie  mslefoetor  is  a  perverse  man,  disobedient 
to  his  Ood»;  and  saore  diligent  in  pursHing  his 
own  carnal  delights,  than  the  divine  com- 
saands.  He  enfc^s  hie  sins  in  a  close  em- 
brace, by  whose  deadly  toaeh  he  is  spiritually 
destroyed.  So  the  book  of  Wisdom,  "  He 
who  touches  pitch  shall  be  defiled  by  it." 
Let  us  then  study  to  live  honestiy  and  up- 
rightly, in  order  that  we  may  attain  to  ever- 
lasting life. 


TALE    XII 


or  »AD  (EXASHPLB. 


In  the  reigii6fOtho' there 'was  a  certain  sUp-> 
pery  priest,  Wfal>  cr^ii^d  inach.'dAitntbatice 
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9mong  hi»  parishtocfeers^  and  many  were  ex- 
tfeoftaly  ^c^JadalisaoL    One  of  them»  in  parti- 
cular,  always  absented  hiwdelf  from  mass, 
when  it  fell  to  die  prieat's  turn  to  celebrate 
it.    Now  it  happeiied  on  a  festival  day,  during 
tbe  time  of  mass,  that  as  this  person  was 
walking  alone  through  a  meadow,  a  sudden 
thirst  oame  upon  him;  insomuch,  that  he 
was  persuaded,  unless  present  relief  ciould  be 
obtained,  he  diould  die.    In  this  extremity, 
continuing  his  walk,  he  discovered  a  rivujet 
of  tlie  putest  water,  of  which  he  copiously 
drank.     B«t  the  more  he  drank>  the  more 
violent  became  his  thirst*     Surprised  at  so 
anusual  an  occurrence,  he  said  to  himsdf, ''  I 
will  find  out  the  source  of  this  rivulet,  and 
there  satisfy  my  thirst."   As  he  proceeded^  an 
old  man  of  majestic  appearance  met  him,  and 
said,   ''  My  friend,  where  are  you  going  V 
The  other  answered,  'M  am  opf^ressed  by  an 
excessive  droughty  surpassing  even  belief.    I 
discovered  a  little  stream  of  water,  and  drank 
sf  it  pl^tifnUy;  but  the  more  I  drwk,  die 
more  I  diiested.    So  I  am  endeavouring  to 
find:  its  aouc^,  that  I  may  drink  there,  and, 
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if  it  be  possible^  deliver  myself  from  the  tor- 
ment."   The  old  man  pointed  with  his  finger. 
'*  There,"  said  he,  '*  is  the  springhead  of  the 
rivulet.     But,  tell  me,  mine  honest  friend, 
why  are  you  not  at  Church,  and  with  other 
good  Christians,  hearing  Mass?"    The  man-' 
answered,  "  Truly,.  Master,  our  priest  leads 
such  an  execrable  life,  that  I  think  it  uUerly 
impossible  he  should  celebrate  it,  so  as  to 
please  God."   To  which  the  old  man  returned, 
**  Suppose  what  you  say  is  true.    Observe 
this  fountain,,  from  which  so  much  excellent 
water  issues,  and  from  which  you  have  lately 
drunk."     He  looked  in  the  direction  poidted 
out,  and  beheld  a  putrid  dog  with  its  mouth 
wide  open,  and  its  teeth  black  and  decayed, 
through  which  the  whole  fountain  gushed  in 
a  surprising  manner.    The  man  regarded  the 
stream  with  great  terror   and  confusion  of 
mind,    ardently  desirous  of  quenching   his 
thirst,  but  apprehensive  of  poison  from  Uie 
fetid  and  loathsome  carcase,  with  which,  to 
all  appearance,  the  water  was  imbued.    '^  Be 
not  afraid,"  said  the  old  man,  observing  his 
repugnance ;  ''  thou  hast  already  drank  of 
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the  rivulet;  drink  again,  it  will  not  harm 
thee."  Encouraged  by  these  assurances,  and 
impeUed  by  the  intensity  of  his  thirst,  he 
pfutook  of  it  once  more,  and  instantly  reco- 
vered from  the  drought.  "  Oh !  master," 
cried  he,  *'  never,  man  drank  of  such  delido.us 
water."  The  old  man  answered,  "  See  now ; 
as  this  water,  gushing  through  the  mouth  of 
a  putrid  dog,  is  neither  polluted,  nor  loses 
aught  of  its  natural  taste  or  colour,  so  is  the 
celebration  of  mass  by  a  worthless  minister. 
And  therefore,  though  the  vices  of  such  men 
may  disjplease  and  disgust,  yet  should  you 
n0t  forsake  the  duties  of  which  they  are  the 
appointed  organ."  Saying  these  words,  the 
old  man  disappeared;  and  what  the  other 
had  seen  he  communicated  to  his  neighbours, 
and  ever  after  punctually  attended  mass. 
He  brought  this  unstable  and  transitory  life 
to  a  good  end ;  and  passed  from  that  which 
is  corruptible  to  inherit  incorruption.  Which 
may  omr  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  Mary, 
grant  to  all.    (8) 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  Emperor  is  God,  m  whose 
kingdom,  that  is,  in  the  world,  there  is  an  eril 
priest;  namely,  every  perverse  Christian.  For 
as*  the  priest  provides  for  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  his  parishioners,  so  the  Christian  is  required 
to  watch  over  and  preserve  the  sphritual  gifts 
communicated  in  baptism.  The  bad  priest, 
through  the  influence  of  a  bad  example,  causes 
many  to  separate  from  the  community ;  and 
therefore,  St.  Gregory  well  says,  Ihat  '**  as 
often  as  he  does  an  ill  action,  he  loses  a  soul." 
In  like  manner,  the  bad  Christian  occasions 
the  condemnation  of  multitudes  by  the  attrac* 
tion  of  wicked  examples  and  enticing  words. 
If  any  of  you,  to  whom  I  now  speak,  have 
been  so  deluded^  act  like  the  parishioner  in 
our  story.  Walk  across  the  meadows,  that 
is,  through  the  world,  until  you  find  one 
whom  your  soul  esteems  and  loves— to  wit, 
that  old  man,  who  is  Christ,  revealed  by  ac- 
tions of  benevolence  and  mercy.  But,  in  the 
first  place,  drink  of  the  rivulet  although  it 
should    not    immediately    extinguish    your 
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thirst.    That  rivulet,  is  baptism,  which  alone 

is  able  to  qiiench  the  drought  oGcasicMied  by 

^NriginAl  sin.    Yet  should .  the  evil  nature  of 

ihat  oQgin  furevaiU-  aa4  you  &U  again  into 

fifffor,  then  seek  out  therfoimtain^  and  diere 

drink.    For  thatfountaift  is  our  Loid  Jesus 

Christy  80  he^mtnessesof  bimaelf.    ''  I  am  a 

i^MSEtein  of  liying  water>  springing  up  into 

eternal  life.".  JoA»iy.    The  streams  or  veins 

of  that  fountain  are  the  ^words  of  Scripture^ 

which  too  Jrequently  issue  bom  the  mouth 

of  a  putrid  dog ;  that  iu,  of  aix  evil  preacher. 

If  it  should  be  asked,  why  itbe:  spring  of  pnre 

water  is  m€uie  to  ffew  through  the  rank  jaws 

of  a  dog,  ratiier  than  .thrfHi^  those  of  any 

other  animal,  it  is  answered,  that  Scripture 

more  usually  compares  it  with  a  priest,  itban 

with  any  thing  else ;  and  as  in  a  dog  there 

are  four  excellent  qualities,  described  in  the 

foUowing  souplet. 

"  In  cane  bis  bina  sunt ;  et  llngaa  mediclna, 
"  Neris  o4oratiis«  anor  integer,  atqae  latratas." 

[In  a  dog  tbere  are  four  things  :  a  medicinal  toogne ;  (0)  af  dis- 
tioguishing  nose ;  an  unshaken  faith,  and  anremittlng  watch< 
fahies«.] 
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So  priests,  who  would  be  useful  in  theil* 
station,  ought  diligently  to  cultivate  these 
four  properties.  First,  that  their  tongue  poa*^ 
sess  the  power  of  a  physician  i^  healing  the 
sick  in  heart,  and  probing  the  wounds  of  sin ; 
being  careful,  at  the  same  time,-  that  too 
rough  a  treatment  does  not  exacerbate  rather 
than  cure :  for  it  is  the  nature  of  dogs  to  Uck 
the  body's  wounds.  Seconder-  aB  a  dog,  by 
keenness  of  scent  distinguishes  a  fox  from  a 
hare,  so  a  priest,  by  the  quickness  of  his  per- 
ception in  auricular  disclosures,  should  dis- 
cover what  portion  of  them  appertains  to  the 
cunning  of  the  fox — that  is,  to  heretical  and 
sophistical  perverseness ;  what  to  interoial 
struggles  and  timorous  apprehensions,  arising 
from  the  detestation  of  evil  or  hopelessness 
of  pardon ;  and  what  to  the  unbroken  ferocity 
of  the  wolf  or  lion,  originating  in  a  haughty 
contempt  of  consequences ;  with  other  grada- 
tions of  a  like  character.  Thirdly,  as  the  dog 
is  of  all  animals  the  most  faithful,  ^d  ready 
in  defence  of  his  master  or  his  family,  so 
priests  also,  should  shew  themselves  staunch 
advocates  for  the  Catholic  faith ;  and  zealous 
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for  the  everlasting  salvation^  not  of  their  pa- 
rishioners alone,  but  of  every  denomination  of 
true  Christians,  according  to  the  words  of 
our  Lord,  John  z.  **  A  good  shepherd  lays 
down  his  life  for  his  sheep."  Also,  John  u 
"  Christ  laid  down  his  life  for  us."  And  we, 
in  humble  imitation  of  our  divine  Master, 
ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  our  brethren. 
Fourthly,  as  a  dog  by  barking  betrays  the 
approach  of  thieves,  and  permits  not  the  pro- 
perty of  his  master  to  be  invaded — so,  the 
faithful  priest  is  the  watch-dog  of  the  great 
King:  one,  who  by  diligence  in  his  calling, 
prevents  the  machinations  of  the  devil  from 
taking  effect;  from  drawing  the  soul  out  of 
that  high  treasury  composed  of  the  precious 
blood  of  Christ ;  and  where  alone  the  amazing 
price  of  our  redemption  is  eternally  repo<* 
sited. 
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TALE  XIIL 


OF  INORBINATe  liOTE* 


A  CERTAIN  Emperor  was  strongly  attael^^ 
to  a  beautiful  wife.  In  the  first  year  of  their 
marriage^  she  was  delivered' of  a  son,  upoa 
whom  she  doated  with  extraragaat  foiHlness. 
When  the  child  had  completed  its  third 
year,  the  king  died ;  for  whose  deftth  great 
lamentation  was  made  through  the  whole 
kingdom.  The  queen  bewailed  him  bitter- 
ly ;  and  after  his  remains  were  deposited  in 
the  royal  sepulchre,  took  up  her  residence 
in  another  part  of  the  country,  accompanied 
by  her  son.  This  child  became  the  object 
of  an  affection  so  violent,  that  no  considera- 
tion could  induce  her  to  leave  him ;  and  they 
invariably  occupied  the  same  bed,  even  till 
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tbe  boy  had  altaiaed  his  eighteenth  year. 
Now  when  the  deril  perceived  the  irregular 
attsdbment  of  the  mother,  and  the  filial 
return  exhibited  by  the  son,  he  insinuated 
black  and  unnatural  thoughts  into  their 
minds;  and  from  time  to  time  repeating  his 
detestable  solieitatioiiSy  finally  orerthrew 
them*  The  queen  became  pregnant ;  and  the 
unhappy  son».  filled  with  the  deepest  horror, 
sndi  writfaing  beneath  the  most  intolerable 
agony^  qnitted  the  kingdomi  and  neyer  was 
heard  of  again.  In  due  time,  the  queen  was 
delivered  of  a  lovely  female,  wh<Mn  her  eyes 
noscKHier  beheld,  than^mark,  ye  who  dream 
diat  one  dereliction  from  virtue,  may  be  tried 
widi  impunity — ^mark!)  .desperate  at  the  re* 
membcance  of  her  fearful  crime,  and  appro* 
hensive  of  detection,  she  snatched  up  a  knife 
that  lay  beside  her,  and  plunged  it  into  the 
infant's  breast.  Not  content  with  this  exhi«- 
bitioift  olmaternal  inhumanity,  she  cut  it  di» 
rectly  across  the  throat,  from  whence  the 
blood  rapidly  gushed  forth,  and  falling  upon 
the  palm  of  her  left  hand,  distinctly  impressed 
$Qux  circular  lines,  which  no  human  power 
n4 
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could  erase.  Terrified,  not  less  at  the  singu* 
lar  consequence  of  her  ^ilt,  than  at  the 
guilt  itself,  she  careifully  concealed  this  awful 
and  mysterious  eridence,  and  dedicated  her- 
self for  life  to  the  service  of  the  blessed  Yir- 
gin.  Yet  diough  penitent  for  what  she  had 
done,  and  reguliurly  every  fifteenth  morning 
duly  confessed,  she  scrupulously  avoided  any 
disclosure  relating  to  that  horrid  transaction. 
She  distributed  alms  with  the  most  unbounded 
liberality;  and  the  people  experiencing  her 
kindness  and  benevolence,  evinced  towards 
her  the  greatest  respect  and  love. 

It  happened  on  a  certain  night  as  her  con- 
fessor knelt  at  his  devotions,  repeating  five 
tim^s  aloud  the  ''  Ave  Maria,"  that  the  blessed 
Virgin  herself  appeared  to  him,  and  said,  *^  I 
am  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  have  an  important 
communication  to  make  to  thee.'*  The  con- 
fessor, full  of  joy,  answered,  *' Oh !  dear 
Lady,  wherein  can  thy  servant  please  thee  V* 
She  replied,  ^^  The  queen  of  this  kingdom 
will  confess  herself  to  you  ;  but  there  is  one 
sin  she  has  committed,  which  shame  and  hor* 
ror  will  not  permit  her  to  disclose.    On  the 
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morrow  she  will  come  to  you ;  ^tell  her  from 
me,  that  her  alma  and  her  prayers  have  been 
accepted  by  Him  who  delights  in  the  pure 
oblation  of  a  contrite  heart ;  I  command  her 
therefore,  to  confess  that  crime  which  she 
secretly  committed  in  her  chamber — for  alas! 
she  slew  her  daughter.  I  have  entreated  for  her, 
and  her  sin  is  forgiven,  if  she  will  confess  it. 
But  if  she  yield  no  attention  to  your  words, 
bid  her  lay  aside  the  cover  upon  her  left 
hand;  and  on  her  palm,  you  will  read  the 
crime  which  she  refuses  to  acknowledge.    If 
she  deny  this  also,  take  it  off  by  force/' 
When  she  had  thus  spoken,  the  blessed  Vir* 
gin  disappeared.    In  the  morning,  the  queen 
widi  great  humility  was  shrieved  of  all  her 
sins — that  one  excepted.    After  she  had  ut- 
tered as  much  as  she  chose,  the  confessor 
said,  '*  Madam,  and  dear  daughter,  people 
are  very  inquisitive  to  know  for  what  strange 
reason  you  constantly  wear  that  cover  upon 
your  left  hand.    Let  me  see  it,  I  beseech 
you,  that  I  may  ascertain  why  it  is  concealed, 
and  whether  the  concealment  be  pleasing  to 
God."    The  queen  answered,  "  Sir,  my  hand . 
d6 


d  by  Google 


58  OF  IKORDIKATE  LOVE. 

i8  diseased,  and  therefore;  I  caiftml  show  it.*' 
Hearing  this,  the  confessor  camght  ^hoid  of 
her  arm,  and  notwithstanding  her  reaistance, 
drew  off  the  cover.  "  Lady/*  said  he,  **  fear 
not ;  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  loves  you ;  aad 
It  is  she  who  hath  commanded  me  to  do  this." 
When  the  hand  was  uncovered,  there  ap* 
peared  four  circles  of  blood*  In  the  first 
circle  there  were  four  letters  in  the  form  of  a 
C  ;  in  the  second,  four  D's ;  in  the  thirds  fomr 
M's ;  and  in  the  fourth,  four  R's.  Upon  the 
outward  edge  of  the  circles,  in  the  manner  of 
a  seal,  a  blood-coloured  writing'was  distin* 
guishable,  containing  the  legend  beneath. 
First,  of  the  letter  C,^— which  was  interpreted, 
'*  Gasu  cecidi^U  came  cacataj'*  [Blinded  by  the 
flesh  thou  hast  fallen.]  The  letter  D,  "  IW- 
moni  dediiti  dona  donata,'^  [Thou  hast  given  thy- 
self for  certain  gifts  to  the  devil.]  The  letter 
M, "  Momtrat  manifest^  mamis  maeulata,"  [The 
stain  upon  thy  hand  discovers  thee.]  The 
letter  R,  "  Recedet  rubigo,  regina  rogata/' 
[When  the  queen  is  interrogated  her  disho- 
nour ceases.]  The  lady  beholding  this,  fell 
at  the  confessor's  feet,  and  with  many  tears 
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meekly  related  her  dreadM  offences.  Then 
being  entirely  and  truly  penitent^  she  was  ab- 
solved ;  and  a  yery  few  days  afterwards,  slept 
m  the  Lord.  Her  death  was  long  lamented 
by  the  whole  state.    (10) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor,  is  Jesus  Christy 
who  married  a  beautiful  girl,  that  is,  our  hu* 
man  nature,  when  he  became  incarnate.  But 
first  he  was  betrothed  to  her>  when  the  Fa- 
ther, speaking  to  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 
said — ''  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after 
our  likeness.''  Our  Lord  had  a  fair  child, 
that  is  to  say,  the  soul  made  free  from  all 
spot  by  his  Passion,  and  by  yirtue  of  bap- 
tism. That  soul  is  slain  in  us  by  sin.  Do 
you  ask  how  ?  I  will  tell  you.  By  giving 
ourselves  up  to  carnal  delights,  whoae  fruit  is 
death.  The  blood  on  the  hand  is  sin^  which 
tenaciously  cleaves  to  us  ;  as  it  is  said,  ^^  My 
soul  is  ever  in  my  own  hands" — that  is,  whe- 
tl^r  it  does  well  or  ill,  is  as  openly  apparent, 
as  if  it  were  placed  in  the  hands  for  the  in- 
spection and  sentence  of  the  Supreme  Judge. 
j>6 
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[I  have  omitted  the  greater  part  of  this  marai' 
izoHoH  as  somewhat  too  delicate  ia  its  na- 
ture, and  too  complex  in  its  construction. 
A  second  follows  upon  the  same  subject^ 
which  I  have  also  omitted,  and  fear  the 
same  reason,] 


TALE   XIV. 


OF  HONOURING  PARENTS. 


In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Dorotheas  a  de^ 
cree  was  passed,  that  children  should  support 
their  parents.  There  was,  at  that  time,  in  the 
kingdom,  a  certain  soldier,  who  had  espoused 
a  very  fair  and  virtuous  woman,  by  whom  be 
bad  a  son.  It  happened  that  the  soldier 
went  upon  a  journey,  was  made  prisoner,  aad 
very  rigidly  confined.  Immediately  he  wrote  to 
his  wife  and  son  for  ransom.  The  intelligence 
communicated  great  uneasiness  to  the  former. 
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who  wept  so  bitterly  that  she  became  blind. 
Wh^rempon  the  son  said  to  his  mother,  "  I 
wiU  hasten  to  my  father,  and  release  him  from 
prison.''  The  mother  answered,  '^  Thou  shidt 
not  go ;  for  thou  art  my  only  son — even  the 
half  of  my  soul  *,  and  it  may  happen  to  thee 
as  it  has  done  to  him.  Hadst^  thou  rather 
ransom  thy  absent  parent  than  protect  her 
who  is  with  thee,  and  presses  thee  to  her  af- 
fectionate arms  ?  Is  not  the  possession  of  one 
thing  better  than  the  expectation  of  two  1 
(11)  Thou  art  my  son  as  well  as  thy  father's ; 
and  I  am  present,  while  he  is  absent.  I  con- 
clude, therefore,  Uiat  you  ought  by  no  means 
to  forsake  me  though  to  redeem  your  father." 
The  son  very  properly  answered,  *'  Although 
I  am  thy  son  yet  he  is  my  father.  He  is 
abroad  and  surrounded  by  the  merciless;  but 
thou  art  at  home,  protected  and  cherished  by 
loi^ng  friends.  He  is  ^  captive,  but  thou  art 
free — blind,  indeed^  but  he  perhaps  sees  not 
the  light  of  heaven,  and  pours  forth  unheeded 
groans  in  the  gloom  of  a  loathsome  dungeon 

*  **  AfiUBtt  4i»MnMi  niMe."  This  pbrtse  it  Mtft  with  fire- 
qncntlj  n  thene  volnaiei,  and  would  alncMit  letd  ob«  to  iispect 
tiiat  the  Aotbor  was  acqaainted  with  Horace,  where  the  line  oo- 
ewrt.    See  hit  tiiird  Ode. 
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oppnssed  witb  c]miiM»  with  won&ds^  aad  mi- 
sery. Therefore,  it  is  my  determination  to  go 
to  him  and  redeem  him."  The  son  did  so  ; 
and  erery  one  applauded  and  honoured  him 
for  the  indefatigable  industry  with  which  he 
achieved  his  father's  liberation. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloyed,  the  Emperor  is  our  heafvenly 
Father,  who  imposes  upon  sons  the  duty  of 
maintaining  and  obeying  their  parents.  But 
who  is  our  father  and  mother?  Christ  is  our 
fitther,  as  we  read  in  Deut,  32.  HisalRection 
for  us  partakes  more  of  this,  than  of  the  ma- 
ternal character.  You  know  that  when  the 
son  transgresses,  the  father  corrects  him 
somewhat  harshly,  even  with  stripes  and 
blows  ;  while  the  doating  mother  soodies  and 
coaxes  her  farourite  into  humour.  Christ 
permit  us  to  be  scourged,  because  Of  our 
many  iiaaHngs  ;  on  the  contrary,  our  mother, 
the  world,  promises  us  infinite  pleasures  and 
lascivious  enjoyments.  Christ  forsakes  us, 
and  goes  into  a  far  couiltry,  a»  it  is  written  in 
the  Psalms,  '*  I  am  made  a  stranger  by  my 
brethren."     Christ  is  still  bound  and  in  pri- 
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son;  not  indeed  by  himdelf^  but  by  dioee 
vih&  are  tbe  members  of  his  Chuteh  ;  for  so 
8«ys  the  Apostle  to  tibe  Hd)T«wd.  '*  Whoso^ 
ever  Irres  in  any  mortal  sin  is  cast  into  the 
prison  of  the  devil ;"  bnt  our  Father  wills  that 
we  labour  for  his  redemption.— L«X;e  12.  **  Let 
the  dead  bury  their  dead,"  said  our  blessed 
Lord ;  **  but  go  thou,  and  declare  the  king- 
dom of  God/' — and  this  is  to  redeem  Christ. 
For  whosoever  powerfully  preaches  the  word 
of  God,  advantages  his  brother,  and  in  him 
redeems  Christ.— -itfa<^  20.  "  That  which 
you  have  done  to  the  least  of  these  my  fol- 
lowers, ye  have  also  done  unto  me."  But 
the  motiier,  that  is,  the  world,  will  not  per^- 
mit  a  man  to  follow  Christ  into  exile  and 
poverty,  but  detains  him  with  diverse  ar- 
guments. ''  I  cannot,'^  she  says,  *'  endure  a 
life  of  abstinence  and  privation  which  I  must 
necessarily  submit  to,  if  you  repent  and  turn 
after  Christ."  Thus  it  is  with  whatsoever 
she  proposes  to  man's  acceptance :  but  do 
not  comply  with  her  wishes.  She  is  blind 
indeed,  for  she  exclaims^  ''  Let  us  enjoy  the 
good  things  of  life,  and  speedily  use  the  crea- 
ture like  as  in  youth ;"  but,  my  beloved,  if  you 
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are  good  and  grateful  sons,  thus  answer  your 
worldly  minded  mother.  '*  My  father  is  the 
source  of  my  being — that  is,  of  my  soul ;  and 
all  things  which  I  possess,  are  his  free  gift." 
Therefore,  I  advise  you  not  to  desire  length  of 
years,  which  may  approach  in  suffering,  po- 
verty, and  blindness;  for  then  the  world  will 
flee  you,  how  much  soever  you  cling  to  it. 
No  longer  than  you  can  be  serviceable  will 
you  be  valued  *.  Remember  this,  and  study  to 
amend  your  lives  with  all  diligence ;  that  so 
you  may  come  eventually  to  everlasting  life^ 
To  which  may  God  lead  us,  who  lives,  8cc. 

*  The  sentimeBt  here  expressed,  implies  9  greater  knowledge 
of  the  world  tbu  we  should  have  lodged  for  in  an  ascetic ;  but 
we  frequentljr  meet  with  a  shrewd  reflection,  when  least  pre- 
pared for  it — as  the  forest-ranger  finds  the  "  cowslip,  violet,  and 
the  primrose  pale,'*  ornamenting  the  wildest  and  most  seqnes^ 
tered  nooks.  Old  Barton  has  a  passage  so  similar,  both  ia 
thought  and  expression,  that  I  cannot  forbear  affixing  it  at  foot«, 
'*  Oar  estate  and  bene  esse  ebbs  and  flows  with  oar  commoditj ; 
and  as  we  are  endowed  or  enriched,  so  we  ax^  belored  or  es- 
teemed :  it  lasts  no  longer  than  oar  wealth ;  when  that  is  gone) 
and  the  object  removed,  fareweU  friendship :  as  long  as  boontj, 
good  cheer,  and  rewards  were  to  be  hoped,  friends  enongh ;  thej 
were  tied  to  thee  by  the  teeth,  and  woald  follow  thee  as  crows  do 
a  carcase :  bnt  when  thjr  goods  are  gone  and  spent,  the  lamp  of 
their  love  is  oat ;  and  thoa  shalt  be  contemned,  scorned,  hated^ 
injored."— iiiMlomy  o/MeUmcholy.    VoL*II.  p.  109. 
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TALE  XV. 


OF  THB  LIFE  OF  ALEXIUS^  SON  OF  THE 
SENATOR  EUFEMIAN  *. 


In  the  reign  of  one  of  the  Roman  Emperors -h 
lived  a  youths  named  Alexius^  the  son  of  Eu- 
femian,  a  noble  Roman^  at  that  time  the  chief 
ornament  of  the  emperor's  court.  He  was  at- 
tended by  a  band  of  three  thousand  youths^ 
girded  with  golden  zones^and  habited  in  silken 
vestures.  His  expenditure  was  princely.  He 
daily  maintained  three  tables,  to  which  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  were  ever  welcome. 
Their  necessities  were  often  supplied  by  his 
own  person ;  and  at  the  ninth  hour,  in  com- 

*  It  18  proper  to  warn  the  reader,  that  ibis  tale  U  aomewha^ 
periphrasticallj  translated. 

i  Before  the  close  of  the  Tale  we  find  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
ftro. 
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pany  with  other  devout  men,  he  sat  down  to 
dinner.  His  wife,  whose  name  was  Abael, 
was  as  religious  and  charitable  as  himself. 
But  there  is  ever  some  bitterness  mixed  up 
with  the  draught  of  human  joy ;  and  in  the 
midst  of  so  much  splendour,  the  want  of  a 
successor  was  long  a  source  of  unavailing  af- 
fliction. At  length  their  prayers  were  heard ; 
Heaven,  in  its  benevolence,  blessed  them  with 
a  son,  who  was  carefully  instructed  in  all  the 
polite  learning  of  the  period.  Arriving  at  the 
age  of  manhood,  he  proved  himself  an  acute 
and  solid  reasoner.  But  reason  is  no  barrier 
against  love ;  he  became  attached  to  a  lady 
of  the  blood-JoyaU  and  with  the  consent  of 
their  friends  was  united  to  her.  On  the  very 
evening  of  their  nuptials,  when  the  clamour  of 
the  feast  had  subsided,  the  pious  youth  com- 
menced a  theological  disquisition,  and  strove 
with  much  force  and  earnestness  to  impress 
his  bride  with  the  fear  and  love  of  God.  When 
he  had  concluded,  recommending  her  to  pre- 
serve the  same  modesty  of  demeanour  for 
which  she  had  always  been  distinguished,  be 
consigned  to  the  care  of  a  servant  his  gold 
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tktg,  and  the  cksp  *  of  tbe  sword-belt  whicK 
tnitally  begirt  him,  ^*  Take  charge  of  these 
yaaitie^/'  said  he,  ''for  I  abjure  them ;  and  as 
long  as  it  shall  please  God,  keep  them  in  re- 
manbrance  of  me:  may  the  Almighty  guide 
us/'  He  then  provided  a  sum  of  money,  and 
the  same  night  embarked  in  a  ship  bound  for 
Laodicea.  From  thence  he  proceeded  to 
Edessaf,  a  city  of  Syria.  It  was  herrthat 
the  image  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Ohrist,  wrought 
n^n  linen  by  supernatural  hands,  was  pre- 
served. On  reaching  this  place  he  distributed 
whatever  he  had  brought  with  him  to  the  poor ; 
and  putting  on  a  worn  and  tattered  garment, 
joined  himself  to  a  number  of  mendicants  who 
sat  in  the  porch  of  the  temple  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary.  He  now  constantly  solicited 
alms ;  but  of  all  that  he  received,  only  the 
smallest  portion  was  retained,— an  unbounded 
charity  leading  him  to  bestow  the  residue  upon 
his  more  needy,  or  more  covetous  brethren. 
The  father  of  Alexius,  however,  was  over- 

*  The  Latin  is  caput ;  if  it  mean  not  this,  I  know  not  what  It 


t  It  has  also  borne  tbe  names  of  Antiochia,  Callirr^oe  Jnsti- 
aopolis — and  HhoaSf  said  to  have  been  built  by  Nimrod. 
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whelmed  with  sorrow  at  the  inexplicable  de* 
partare  of  his  son ;  and  despatched  his  ser- 
vants in  pursuit  of  him  to  various  parts  of  the 
world.     These  servants  were  very  diligent  in 
their  inquiries;  and  it  chanced  that  certain  of 
them  came  to  the  city  of  Edessa,  and  were 
recognized  by  Alexius;  but,  pertinaciously 
concealing  himself  under  the  garb  of  want 
and  misery^  he  passed  unknown  and  unsus- 
pected.   The  men»  little  aware  who  was  ex- 
periencing their  bounty,  conferred  large  alms 
upon  the  paupers  amongst  whom  he  sojourn- 
ed ;  and  his  heart  silently  but  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged the  benefaction.    *'  I  thank  thee, 
O  my  God,  that  thou  hast  thought  good  to 
dispense  thine  alms  by  the  hands  of  my  own 
servants." 

On  this  unsuccessful  issue  of  their  search, 
the  messengers  returned ;  and  when  the  intelli- 
gence of  their  failure  reached  his  mother,  she 
shut  herself  up  in  a  remote  chamber,  and  there 
gave  utterance  to  her  griefs.  She  slept  upon 
the  ground,  with  sack-cloth  only  for  a  cover- 
ing ;  and  solemnly  vowed  never  to  change  her 
way  of  life  until  she  recovered  her  lost  son. 
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The  husband^  thus  left  alone^  quitted  his 
own  residence  and  abode  with  his  father-in- 
law.  In  the  mean  time^  Alexius  remained  a 
beggar  in  the  porch  of  St.  Mary's  church  for 
the  space  of  seventeen  years ;  until  at  length 
the  im^ge  of  the  Virgin,  which  stood  within 
the  sacred  edifice  said  to  the  warden,  *' Cause 
that,  Man  of  God  to  enter  the  sanctuary:  for 
he  is  worthy  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  upon 
whom  the  spirit  of  God  rests.  His  prayer 
ascends  like  incense  to  the  throne  of  Grace." 
But  the  warden  knew  not  of  whom  she  spake, 
and  said,  "  Is  that  the  man,  who  sits  at  the 
entrance  of  the  porch  ?"  The  Vii^in  ftnswer^ 
ing  in  the  affirmttive,  he  was  immediately 
brought  in.  Now  a  circumstance  of  Uiis  ex- 
traordinary nature  soon  attracted  remark; 
and  the  veneration  with  which  they  began  to 
consider  Alexius,  approached  almost  to  ado- 
ration. But  he  despised  human  glory^  and  en- 
tering a  ship,  set  sail  for  Tarsus*,  in  Ctlicia ; 
but,  the  providence  of  God  so  ordered,  that 
a  violent  tempest  carried  them  into  a  Roman 

*  Tarsas  n  the  oapUtl  ofCilicia,  called  by  tbe  Turks  Tersis. 
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port.  Alexius^  infonned  of  this  circiun- 
staiice^  said  within  himself,  *'  I  will  hasten 
to  my  father's  house ;  no  one  will  know  Bae» 
and  it  is  better  that  I  prove  burthensome  to 
him^  than  to  another."  As  he  proceeded,  he 
met  his  father  coming  from  the  palace,  sur«- 
rounded  by  a  large  concom*se  of  dependents, 
and  immediately  he  shouted  after  him— ^'  Ser- 
vant of  God,  command  a  poor  and  desolate 
stranger  to  be  conveyed  into  your  house,  and 
fed  with  the  crumbs  which  &11  from  the  ta- 
ble :  so  shall  the  Lord  of  the  wanderer,  re- 
compense thee  an  hundred-fold."  The  father, 
out  of  love  to  him  whom  he  knew  not,  gave 
him  into  the  charge  of  his  followers,  and  ap- 
propriated to  him  a  room  in  his  house.  He 
supplied  him  with  meat  from  his  own  table, 
and  appointed  one  who  was  accustomed  to 
attend  upon  himself,  to  serve  him.  But 
*  Alexius  discontinued  not  the  fervtocy  of  his 
devotion,  and  macerated  his  body,  with  fasts 
and  other  austerities.  And  though  the  pam- 
pered servants  derided  him ;  and  frequently 
emptied  their  household  utensils  on  his  head, 
his  patience  was  always  invincible.  In  this 
6 
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manner,  for  seventeen  years  under  his  own 
father's  roof^  his  life  was  spent;  but  at  last» 
perceiving  by  the  spirit^  that  his  end  ap- 
proached, he  procured  ink  and  paper^  and  re* 
corded  the  narrative  of  his  life.    Now  on  the 
succeeding  Sunday^  after  the  solemnization 
of  mass,  a  voice  echoing  like  thunder,  among 
the  mountains,  was  heard  through  the  city. 
It  said,  '^  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest."    The  people,  terri* 
fied  and  awe-'Struck,  fell  upon  their  faces; 
when  a  second   time  the  voice  exclaimed, 
''  Seek  out  a  man  of  Qod  to  offer  a  prayer  for 
theiniquityof  Rome."  Search  was  accordingly 
made,  but  no^uch  man  could  be  found  ^  and  the 
same  voice  waxing  louder,  and  breathing  as  i|; 
were  with  the  mingled  blast  of  ten  thousand 
thousand  trumpets,  again  spoke,  '^  Search  in 
the  house  of  Eufemian."     Then  the  Empe- 
rors Arcadius  and  Honorius  *,  in  coi^unction 
with  the  Pontiff  Innocent,  proceeded  towards 
the  liouse  to  which  the  words  of  the  Invisible 

*  Are  we  to  suppose  tbftt  the  one  emperor  had  been  succeeded  - 
bj  the  #100,  since  tlie  commencement  of  the  Tale  ?  The  Pontiff 
Innocent,  seems  supererogatory. 


d  by  Google 


n  Of  ALBXIUS. 

directed  them,  aad  as  they  approached,  the 
servant  who  attended  upon  Alexias  came  run- 
ning to  his  master^  and  cried,  *'  What  think 
y6u,  my  lord  ?  Is  not  the  mendicant  stranger 
a  man  of  exemplary  life  ?  '^    Eufemtan,  fol- 
lowing up  the  suggestion,  hastened  to  his 
chamber  and  found  him  extended  upon  the 
bed.     Life  had  already  passed,  but  his  coun- 
tenance   retained  a  dazzling  emanation    of 
glory,  like  the  countenance  of  a  cherub  in  its 
own  pure  and  beatified  element.    A  paper 
occupied  the  right  hand,   which  Eufemian 
would  have  borne  away,  but  he  was  unable  to 
^^xtricate  it  from  die  grasp  of  the  dead  man. 
lieaTing  him,  therefore,  he  returned  to  the 
Emperors  and  the  Pontiff,  and  related  what 
he  had  seen.    They  were  astonished,  and  en- 
tering the  apartment,  exclaimed,  *'  Sinners 
though  we  are,  we  direct  the  helm  of  State, 
and  provide  for  the  well-being  of  the  pastoral 
government.  Give  us,  then,  the  paper,  that  we 
may  know  what  it  contains.**    Immediately 
the  Pontiff  drew  near,  and  put  his  hand  upon 
the  scroll  which   the  deceased   yet    firmly 
grasped, — and  he  instantly  relaxed  his  hold. 
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It  was  read  to  the  people ;  and  when  the  fa- 
ther, Eufemian,  heard  its  contents,  he  was 
p^uralyzed  with  grief*  His  strength  deserted 
him,  and  he  staggered  and  fell*  Returning  to 
himself  a  little,  he  rent  his  garment,  plucked 
off  the  silver  hairs  of  his  head,  and  tore  the  ve- 
nerable beard  that  swept  his  unhappy  bosom. 
He  even  inflicted  severe  wounds  upon  himself, 
and  falling  upon  the  dead  body,  cried,  '^  Alas ! 
my  son— >my  son !  why  hast  thou  laid  up  for 
me  such  deadly  anguish  ?  Why,  for  so  many 
years,  hast  thou  endured  a  bitterness  H^hich 
death  itself  cannot  exceed  ?  Wretched  ijian 
that  I  am,  he  who  should  have  been  the  g 
dian  of  my  increasing  infirmities,  and 
hope  and  the  honour  of  my  age  lies  upon  this 
miserable  pallet,  and  speaks  not.  Oh !  where 
is  consolation  to  be  found?" — At  this  instant, 
like  an  enraged  and  wounded  lioness  breaking 
through  the  toils  with  which  the  hunters  had 
encompassed  her,  the  poor  broken-hearted 
Abael,  who  had  followed  in  the  press,  rushed 
desperately  forward.  Her  garments  were  toni, 
and  hanging  about  her  in  shreds ;  her  hair 
vol*.  I.  E 
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^dishevelled  and  flying;  her  e^es,  uriH'and 
'spdrkKng  with  Ae  violence  of 'Motion,  were 
ittisedpiteously  to  heaven.  Witli^hst'ftti^gih 
Svhich  frenly  sometim^  s'upplUb, -she' burst 
throngh'the  mnltitilde  who^  stni^led  to  de- 
tain'her;  and  approaching  the  1>ody  of  Her* 
'deceased  chifd,  said/or  father  irhrtiikisd/ in  a 
'heart-piercing  accent,  "I  WtU'pa^s;  I  will 
Wok  lipSn  tiy  s<mrs  only  comfort.     Did  not 
this  ^dried  fountain  sucilelmri:?   Have  not 
tiifese  Withered'arins  supported  him  ?  *Hath  fie 
Tiot  slept— ah !  not  such  sleep  aW  this !— while 
I^Have  watched  him  ?  Oh^triy  child  ?  "  Saying 
this/ she  threw  her  eniaciated '  form  upon 
^e  'tiricdnsbidus   objectof  Tier  ioKcitnde; 
4kid^again  giving' vent  tolief  Bbrrowsi  exclaiiti- 
ed,  '^  My  own  desir  boy !  Kght  of  the  <fiifliittki 
•eyes  thatwill  soon- close  ujpon^ all;  stnce  thou 
art  gone-^wtiy'hastiiiou'wrotight  this?  "why 
wast  thdu  so  *  inhuman  ?    Thbu*  didst  see  our 
teats— thtm  ^didst  heatken  to  bur -groans^— 
yet  camest^iiot  forward'  to  abate  thein !    The 
slaves  scoffed  at  aiid  injured  thee,  but  thou 
wert  paitiient— too,  *  too  patiJgnt."    'Again,  and 
Again,  the  unfortunate  mother  prostrated  her- 
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telPd)^Q  the  b6dy ;  oAe  ^hile  c'kusping  Mm 
wher^tirBis/fttM^th^r,  p&sdmg  her  hand  te- 
ver^titfy'Ofir  his  seraphic  fe<it?ii!^.  N</ff, 
i^  iti^resded  a  ktss  npo^  ^the  eold  eheek 
tod^ye^ds  wbieh  her  t€Ms^hftd't)iaistett^^ 
tnd  fi^w^ h^ldi^g  aver  him,  vMittered  'seme- 
thk^ki^aadW^^iiiandtbleYoice.  Soddenly 
tttiiii«i^4o  the  sp€icl4lor8,dhe  ibaM/'' Weep/l 
^y^ej-vpiftep  :  ye^ho  areregarAiai^the-ago- 
^ee^a^bstttoved  ^etit--^siye  y^  to 
«ptre^her?  'Abiding' fe>ge«her^ for  itevetiteen 
years,  I  knew  him  not ! — not  himiiitty belov^ 
a^  beituietftl !  They  Ci^mited  ^im,  'A^  tiiow- 
^1^  their^iilDlttiity  blo>«rs  upon' his  *€«:fd«ittg 
iiesd.  >Oh !  who^%iU'%^ti<  bni^  <€ea)rs  to'tty 
4>iimi«g  cfyeKds  ?  ^Who^-i^ho,^iU  bear  ^  part 

llie^^fe,  ^om^^^s^tts  had  lattanied  aild 
'K^imH dn the etemng  df  theirnuptiais,  had 
^mh^nt  ikmg  by  the  congipe^atiBg  popu- 
\Ue ;  bnt  diktreas,  until  ^now,  had^  heW  her 
•«len£*,  ^As  Abael  cea»^,  she  sprung- foif- 


*  The  reader  will  not  porluips  eomprekend  mnch  ooommb  for 
the  lad/t  sotr^. 
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ward  and  cried*  "  Thou,  miserable !  what  then 
am  I  ?  Woe  is  me !  to-day  I  am  desolate ;  to- 
day I  am  all  a  widow !  Now*  there  is  none  for 
whom  I  may  look — none^  whom  I  may  yet 
expect*  although  he  come  not.  Where  shall 
mine  eye  see  gladness  ?  The  glass  of  my  joy 
is  broken  *— shivered— shivered  :  my  hope  is 
extinct;  and  gri^f  is  all  the  portion  of  my 
widowhood."  The  multitude,  penetrated  by 
the  various  calamities  of  which  they  were  wit-> 
nesses*  sympathized  with  the  Sufferers*  and 
wept  aloud. 

By  command  of  the  pontiff  and  the  two 
emperors*  the  body  was  deposited  on  a  sump-> 
tuous  bier*  and  brought  into  the.  middle  of 
the  city.  Proclamation  was  nmde*  ihat  the 
man  of  God  was  discovered,  whom  they  had 
before  sought  in  vain  :  and  every  one  crowded 
to  the  bier.  Now*  if  any  infirm  person  touched 
the  hallowed  corpse*  instantly  he  was  strength- 
ened. The  blind  received  their  sight;  those 
v[ho  were  possessed  of  devils  were  set  free, 
tiiad  all  the  sipk*  be  the  disorder  what  it  might, 

*  f  be  mou\  it  not  Qften  so  poelMMl. 
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when  they  had  once  come  in  contact  with  the 
body,  were  made  whole.  These  miraculous 
effects,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  empe- 
rors and  the  pontiff.  They  determined  to 
support  the  :bier ;  and  when  they  had  done  so, 
they-were  sanctified  by  the  holiness  which 
proceeded  from  tl^e  corse.  They  then  scat- 
tered great  abundance  of  gold  and  silver  about 
the  streets,  .t)iat  the  people's  natural  cupidity 
might  draw  them  tiside,  and  the  bier  be  car- 
ried forward  to  the  church  ;  but, :  strange  to 
say,  careless  of  all  else,  they  pressed  yet  the 
more  vehemently  to  touch  it.  At  length,  after 
great  exertions,  he  was  brought  to  the  church 
of  St.  Boniface,  the  Martyr;  and  there,  for 
the  space  of  seven  days,  they  tarried,  praising 
God.  They  constructed  a  monument,  glitter- 
ing with  gold  and  precious  stones,  and  here, 
with  the  greatest  reverence,  placed  the  body 
of  their  Saint.  Even  from  the  very  monument, 
so.  sweet  an  odour  of  sanctity  broke  forth,  that 
it  seemed  to  be  entirely,  filled  with  the  most 
fragrant  aroma.  He  died  about. the  year  of 
our  Lord  cccxxviij.  (12) 
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My  beldVedi  lEitifiimiaiiisvafiyimaiFof  tkia 
worl4'w^  haiba  diMrUiif^'aoii^  fbiviriicMsaiad« 
tantage  be  labouni  ^y  andmighti    He^ob* 
tain&a  wife  fbrhim^  tkatiti  the  paiiit]f>  ofediQ 
worlds  whicb  he  d^igbtft^  hi^aS'  iAi.ai  bride; 
nay,  the  worM'^  vamjbtefii  are  often  morei  t^  a 
man  timn  the  most  TiitiioiMiiNrilid-^farilifi^  is 
ftacrifibed^o  theK>Be>  but;  ala»4  ho^seldcMn 
to'the  other !^  Themodien  t8>the'Woridit9ielf^ 
which    greatly-  values    her   woridly-minded 
children.    BUt^  tire  good  son^  like  the  blteecd 
Alexius,  is^moi^^tisidiousto  please  God  Ibim 
his  paiients>  rentsmbering  that^  il;  ia.  said;-^ 
**  9e  who  fbrsakes  land  or  boittseSj  or  fatfaerv 
or  mother,  ormfo^  fbrmy  sake^  ^all  racmve 
kn  hundred^  fb}d>  and(  possess  etari^  life*"^ 
Alexius  enters* a^  ship,  &c.    The*  ship  isi  our 
holyGhureh,  by 'wllioh*we  ought  te^enter,  if 
we  would<obtaiki  everlasUdg'^happiDesSi    We 
must  likewise  lay  aside  gorgeoiie>raiiiientHr 
that  is,  the  pomps  of-the-worid:;  and  associate 
with  the  poor — that  is,  the  poor  in  spirit* 
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Tiie  warden^  wfca.  coivJufit^d.  h|ii^  injko.  th^ 
Church,  is.a.pnid^t  coi^89ftr»  ^ahQJ^  4wty 
it:is«  to  iustfuctjtbe!vsiimer»  aA,d  lead  hip^.to 
a  knoidedgft.  oS  the.  saor^  S^iirjipti^^re^  by 
which  the  soul  iiia]i[.p96SLHnh^rp^d  tQ  jiQi^or- 
tality.  But  sometimes  tempests  arise,  and 
hurry  a  man  to  his  own  country,  as  it  hap- 
pened to  Alexius.  The  temptations  of  the 
Evil  One,  are  syinholi2^d  hy  these  tempests, 
which  turn  the  voyager  from  his  settled  course, 
and  prevent  a  life  of  goodness.  If,  therefore, 
you  feel  tlp^yo^.aje,fiiuhj^  tp^ceirt|iin  temp- 
tations, follow  the  example  of  the  holy  Alexius. 
Assume  the  dress  of  a  pilgrim — that  is,  take 
th^.qufiljti?8ji]e^e,§sary  for,  the  pilgrimajge  of 
this  Iffe,  apd  disguise,  yoursfslf  from  your 
cajmaj,ap4,w^fljjly. father,  s^n^  bc^come^  a  man 
of  Qody  Bjj:^  ifjij;  fp,|l|Out^  tl^at  wheji  such 
a.qf^^.aspir^tQ  a  life  of^p^fljitepfje,  l)ifj  parents 
llfjnent,  ijp<|.  d^qiy^  their  child's  contempt  of 
^a  wf^rlfij  a|^  Ijis,.  voluntary  choice  of  po- 
y^j  for  t^^l^v^pf  GodT-7:stp,  it  is  safer  to 
^spJec^  tl^gqp,  tl^  Heaven,  Obtain,  there- 
fore, a  ^.pjp^e  ol  paper,  which  is^  a  good 
(Xm^cienfY^  oj>.w|ycb  inscribe  your  life;  and 
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Aen;  the  High  Priest  with  the  emperors  will 
draw  Bear — that  is,  Christ  with  a  multitude 
of  angels — and  convey  your  sotil  to  the  church 
of  St  Boniface — that  is,  to  etemallife^  where 
all  sanctity  (or  joy)  abounds* 


TALE   XVI. 


OF  AK  EXEMPLARY  LIFE^ 


We  read  of  a  certain  Roman  Emperor,  who 
built  a  magnificent  palace.  In  digging  the 
foundation,  the  workmen  discovered  a  golden 
sarcophagus,  ornamented  with  three  circlets 
on  which  were  inscribed,  '*  I  have  expended 
—I  have  given — I  have  kept — I  have  pos^ 
sessed — I  do  possess — I  have  lost — I  am  pu- 
nished.'* In  the  front  also,  was  written,  *^  What 
I  expended,  I  have;  what  I  gave  away,  I 
have."  (13)  The  Emperor,  on  seeing  this, 
called  to  him  the  nobles  of  his  empire^  and 
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said,  "  Go,  and  consider  amongst  ye,  tvhat 
this  superscription  signifies/'  The  noblemen 
replied,  "  Sire,  the  meaning  is,  that  an  Em- 
peror, who  reigned  before  your  Majesty,  wish- 
ed to  leave  an  example  for  the  imitation  of 
his  successors.  .  He  therefore  wrote,  *  I  have 
expended* — that  is,  my  life ;  judging  some, 
admonishing  others,  and  governing  to  the 
best  of  my  ability.  *  I  have  given,' — that  is, 
military  equipments,  and  supplies  to  the 
needy;  to  every  one  according  to  his  desert. 

•  I  have  kept,' — that  is,  exact  justice ;  shew- 
ing mercy  to  the  indigent^  and  yielding  to 
the  labourer  his  hire.  '  I  have  possessed,*— 
that  is,  a  generous  and  true  heart;  recom- 
pensing faillifiilly  these  who  have  done  me 
service,  and  exhibiting  at  all  times  a  kind 
and  afiable  exterior.  '  I  do  possess,' — that 
is,  a  hand  to  bestow,  to  protect,  and  to  punish. 

*  I  have  lost,* — that  is,  my  folly;  I  have  lost 
the  friendship'  of  my  foes,  and  the  lascivious 
indulgences  of  the  flesh.  ^  I  am  punished/ — 
that  is'i  in  hell ;  because  I  believed  not  in  one 
eternal  God,  and  put  no  faith  in  the  redemp- 
tion."      *       *       #.♦♦,#      (14) 
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APPLICATION. 

My  ImIoir^  the  ^m^rc^  ip.  ^nj^  Qb^i^iau, 
wltose  duty  i|.  ^  iQ  r^se  ^  ftif  sVwciww^-r^ 

wtjil;  vM!toQ  %n4  fuU  of  the  4iMiiP^^  g?aQ^  X^^m 
goMflA  cjjr<jkil9  wiU  ormmeii^  U|  andth^^e^aj;^ 
fiuitW  bopQ^.  Md  charity^^  Bii^t,  ipr^t  is  warUtfto 
tlMfe  ?  I9.  tbe  fiFst  placiQt '"'  I  b^^vf  ei^peofjLad." 
Tell  m,e^  wy  belwed,  wlw*  b|B|¥€^  yon  ^a^e^i^ 
tdi  The  good  CWatiw  iway  i?tpJiy*  "  i^ody 
attd  rani  in  the  SNBiWJe,  qf  (Jc^dJ*  Aifbof^ver 
of  you,  thNB  expieuda  hk  l^t^  wUI  l^9fc^e  tbe 
rewwrd&of  etemlty.  7bosQ<i9i|dlegQ948iaM^ 
**  I  have  kept.**'  T^ll  wa^  wyi  \^U>^4i»  w-ha* 
hac?e  you  kepi  I  Th^  go^  Chris^^j^  xway  wv- 
tirer,  •  A  tooken  and  contrite  spirit/^    "jEfee 
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good)  (^IhmtiaA  ip%X  ^eply,  V,  T!fy,\i^ff^  he^i^ 

[From  benQ,e^  the  laorals  have  been  abride- 
Q.d^  1^4  mereljr  thf.c^hiefbead^^  of  tbeqa  ffiven.j 


An  Emperor  decreed,  that  w1iQei[.er  wished  to^ 
serve  him,  shouid  obtain  Us  vdsh,  conditipa* 
aUy,  that  he  struck  three  ^ea  u^on  the  pa- 
lace-gate, by  which  those  within  might  underr 
stand  what  he  wilted.  Now,  thea:e  wa$:  a 
certain  poor  man  i^  the  Bon^oi  cjmpiie^  called 
Ooido;  who,  on  hearing  the  mode  by  which 
admission  to  the  Enqperor*^.  seryice  wds  to  be 
b6 
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attained;  thns-^thotiglit — "  I  am  a  p<M>r  fellow, 
of  low  descent ;  it  is  better  for  me  to  serve 
and  acqntre  wealthy  Chan  to  live  in  indepen- 
dence and  starve.**  So  he  proceededf  to  the 
palace,  and  acccnrding  to  the  edict,  gave  three 
blows  upon  the  gate. .  The  porter  immediately 
opened  it,  and  brought  him  in.  He  was  in- 
troduced to  the  Emperor*s  presence,  who  said, 
**  What  seek  you,  my  friend  ?**  Guido  replied, 
**  I  wish  to  serve  your  Majesty.'* — "  And  for 
what  office  may  you  be  fit?'^  returned  the 
Emperor.  "  I  can  serve,  with  tolerable  ex- 
pertness  in  six  capacities  ;**  said  Guido,  '^  First, 
I  can  act  as  body-guard  to  the  prince ;  I  can 
make  his  bckl,  dress  his  food,  and  wash  his 
feet.  Secondly,  I  caa„watch  when  others 
sleep,  and  sleep  when  others  watch.  Thirdly, 
I  can  drink  good  drink,  and  tell  whether  it  be 
good  or  not.  Fourthly,  I  can  invite  company 
to  a  festival  for  my  ma&ter*s  honor.  Fifthly, 
I  can  make  a  fire  without,  the, least  smoke» 
which  will  warm  all  that  approach  it.  Sixthly, 
I  can  teach  people  the  way  to  the  holy  land, 
from  whence .  they  will  return  in  excellent 
healtiu"— ''  By  my  faitb>"  said  the  Emperor* 


d  by  Google 


OF   A  PERFECT   LIFE.  ff^ 

''  these  are  fine  matters,  and  will  be  useful  ta 
a  good  many :  thou  shalt'  tsrtay  with  me,  and 
serve  me 'first  as  body-guard.    In  each  de- 
partnient  thou   shalt    remain  a  full    year.'* 
Guido  exjJressed  himself  content ;  atid  every 
night  made  ready  the  Emperor's  bed;  washed 
the  linen,  and  occasionally  changed  it. .  Then 
he  lay  down  at  the  entrance  of  the  chamber, 
armed  at  all  pointt^.    He  likewise  provided  a 
dog,  whose  barking  might  warn  him^  oJT  any 
danger.'    Every  night,  he  washed  the'  King*& 
feet,  and'  in  all  respects  ministered  so  faith-* 
fully  and  manfully,  that  not  the  least  iault 
was  found  in  him.    The  Emperor,  therefore,, 
was  well  pleased;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  year,  made  him  his  seneschal,  preparatory 
to  the  fulfilment  of  the  second  office,  which 
was,  to'provide  every  thing  requisite.    Then 
Guido  commenced  his  operations  ;  and  during 
the  whole  summer  collected  a  variety  of  stones,- 
and  'watched  with  great  assiduity  the  fittest 
opportunities.     So  that,  on  the  approach  of 
Winter,  when  others,  who  had  wasted' the  pro- 
per season,  began  to  labor  and  lay  up,  he 
took  his  ease,  and  thus  completed  the  service 
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oei^  Wsi  dili»Eii!KQc  and  ^fig^ciiy,  If^  c^^Ued, 
to  him  hJ8(  ^hi^f  bi^Uer^  ^d,  s^,  'M^jrupfL 
pi|t  into,  9^y  Clip  i^pfne.  of  th/i^  l^eift  wix^, 
n^iogVed  i«iUL  ipp^t  ^  vinjBgv.  (1^>  8^4;  gi^e 
ifttoG^i^to  ta^lt^:  for  tha^  is^  l^s,  t|^^  sot- 
Wtrjr,  »ai»^,  <p  tae^^  good  drin)^ ,  an^,  pep- 
i^OPAM  uppft.  ttn  %uaji*ie»."    T^,  l^^r^er,  did 

tiMiledt  ^.9ai4,  '/  ^  w)a$  g09di;  i,t  ifl  good> 
i^  Hdtt  l^good.  Tk|t  i^  tjliie  ijQ^i^wh^  ia 
B««:,  iii[iU  b^  g9pd  wJtieA  it  is  9]^^ ;  tj^  oI(^ 

iSfiA/ais  gw4  ^t  pw»w*;  a»4  <ift  K?a?g§jr  w^ 
good  feiwa^rty,  -  Th§  ¥mp^i;9j:  ^fLW.  ii^t  h^ 
had  answ^cod  dMcrf^ttyj  %n4  ap^urately  f  aad 
^m  without  pJ^eyigi^afy  l^nftipfing  t^  compon 
nent  pacta  c^  the  beye^t^.  ^e  thej^efioi^ 
said,  '^  Go  oow  thrpugh  town  ai\4^  counti^ 
i|Bd  iunle  aU  iny  Iri^d^  ^o  %  f^i^;.  ^ 
Cfcrntmas  ta  at  h(^d :  ^iifi^n  a^  S^^^Mf 
yo»  fautth  nmuatvy/'  ^¥^9  ^^Vf^J^ly  ^^ 
oatf  but  tpstead  ctf  oi^^uti^g  th^  9f;^^  h^ 
had  received,  he  inrited  ]3i,oxie  bi](t  ^  E4;fpe.- 
lor^a  enemiea;  thiu|,  on  ClvdU^fv?  e^j^  ^^ 
comrt  fvaa  fitted  mik  thm*    Wt^  he  ^b« 


d  by  Google 


OF  At  ]?BPMmo<E:  lil^.x  a7» 

a^A  c^iilft  Q«M^9:  to  tiiw,.  ^v*,^  '^  ^iow  i% 
tbf^  ^  ijid,  3i<s"*^  ^P*  «W  ^^  yW  lf»^w  wh^ 

"  SuA^s.  Wtfr  L^kJ.! V/*  4wJi  ^4i  I  nol;>;»  r^ 

"  Wi4  <  WA.  tfea*  t]ju)iiii  ymn,  ^  W^te  TOI 
fiy^^r    ^ow  <?oiQ»^  i^  1i^  ^qih  \izai%  ^ 
i|^«^14^  <wHy  TOf  ^y^Pm^V'^'^  My,  l^rd/ 
¥^^  Ch¥4<>^  "  tiujff^?  x^e  tpj  &$fe£^    ^t  ^ 
if^q^ORf,  ^f 4  i>t  all  hftvs^  y^jttf  fi?«»4s  »frX 

^ipe ;  Imt,  iit  iiisk  nqt  i^o»  with  yoijur  epemi^^ 
^4X?m  wi^  r^Hftion,  I^  pe^iji^deiA  Vf3V^ 
<JW*  a  c<wttW»»na  t^Tipiji;,  ^  ^  gop4 
4JLiu^  ^tt\c^  V>nif  ^Jit.  you?  ii^yet^^tei  c;^;^^i^ 

beJ^Jf?  tihe  feJMRt  copclu^e^  tjli^y.  all  I;»jecap;i|^ 
<^Qr4|al  K^sao^  a^A  aa  ^qng  ^  ^hey,  live4 
i^^nn^u^ed  f^Ui^ul  to,  tbejr  f^areigi^.  1^ 
fej;qpewr,,  the^^for^  wa^  ni^ucl^  4^^t^cl,  ^ 
QiK^f  ^  ^leei^d  be,  Qo4,^  n^  enefaie^^  aie 
n/ow  ia|(  fn^iiAi !  Ei^ecAJte  t^y  fi^  mix^f jtrj^, 
ai4  ^P»ke.  both  foif  thei^  ^  i^,  ^  ^^e  t^^^t 
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*'  It  shall  be  done  immediately,- •  and  he  thus 
performed  his  promise.  In  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer, he  dried  a  quantity  of  greet!  wood  in  the 
sun:  having  done  this;  he  made- a  fire  with 
it,  that  blazed  and  sparkldd,  but  threw  out 
no  smoke :  so  that  the  Emperor  and  his 
Artends  warmed  themselves  without  in  conve- 
nience. He  was  now  directed  to  perform  his 
last  service,  ietnd  promised  great  honors  and 
wealth  on  completing  it  also,  equally  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  master.  "  My  Lord,**  said 
Ouido,  "  whoever  wbuld  travel  to  the  Holy 
Land,  must  follow  me  to  the  sea-^side/'  -  Ac- 
cordingly, proclamation  being  made,  nien, 
women,  and  children,  in  immense  crowds, 
hastened  after  Imn.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  appointed  place,  Guido  said, "  My  friends, 
do  you  observe  in  the  sea  the  same  things 
which  I  dot'*  They  answered,  "  We  know 
not  thai."— "Then,"  continued  h^,  *'  do  you 
perceive  in  the  midst  of  the  waves  an  immense 
rock?  Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look."  They 
replied,  "  Master,  we  see  it  well  enough,'but 
do  not  understlemd  why  you  ask  us." — ^'^  Know, 
said  he,  **  that  in  this  rock  there  is  a  sort  of 
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bird,  continually  sitting  on  her  nest,  in  which 
are  seven  eggs.  While  she  is  thus  employed, 
the  sea  is  tranquil;  but  if  she  happen  to 
quit  her  nest/ storm  and  tempest  immediately 
succeed ;  insomuch,  that  they  who  would 
Tenture  upon  the  ocean,  are  certain  to  be  cast 
away.  On  the  other  hand,  as  long  as  she  sits 
upon  the  eggs,  whoever  goes  to  sea,  will  go 
and  return  in  safety."—"  Biit,"  said  they, 
"  how  shall  we  ascertain  when  the  bird  is  on 
her  nest,  and  when  she  is  not  ?"  He  replied, 
"  She  never  quits  her  nest,  except  on  sotne 
particular  emergency.  For  there  is  another 
bird,  exceedingly  hostile  to  her,  arid  laboring 
day  and  night  to  defile  her  liest,  and  break  the 
eggs.  Now,  the  bird  of  the  nest,  when  sfire 
sees  her  eggs  broken,  and  her  nest  fouled, 
instantly  flies  away  possessed  with  the  great- 
est grief;  then,  the  sea  rages  and  the  winda 
become  very  boisterous.  At  that  time,  you 
ought  especially  to  avoid  putting  out  of  port." 
The  people  made  answer,  "  But,  master,  what 
remedy  is  there  for  thist  How  shall  we  pre- 
vent the  unfriendly  bird  from  approaching  the 
other's  nest,  and  so  pass  safely  over  the  wa- 
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**  'Which  thif,  uiiffjcin^ly. ^}f^  BO .  mm^h^  abborc^ 
9/^  the  bloqd  qf  a  Ifimb.  %n^f ,  th^jr^fcvr^^ 
nipikh.thU.  b^C|(>0^  thfi  in»i4e^ and  the  qfiUd^  of 
t|lC[,ll9^t,  ^^d^af^long  as  oi^^  singte  ^Pb^^. 
m^x^  Ht^^  i^^TCiT,  approach  it :  the  bird^  o£ 

i^id  yon  y^lli  pa^^  and,  i*f^R^..  w^t^-  P^F^fi 
safe^/'  When^  they,  hfid  heard  tly»,  they^ 
tpQ]^  the  bloc^  qfj^,  Im?'^  ^4i  >S^!^l?d* 
it^  afi^  he^  had*  sfdd^  Th^y  tjieo^  R^?^^  ^^ 
Qiirely.to  tb^IJoly^.I^nd^  an^^t^f^Emp^ror,. 
speii^g  tha,t  Opidp  had  ful^^d  ey^ify^miiuatry: 
nirith M^Sjdppf y  p^pq^otedhim  to  a  greatmilf^. 
tary  commi^)^,  and  bestpw^d  on  l^mimfo^n^ 
riches*  (16) 


i^ppjriCATipif. 

IVfy.  belpwdf  th^:  Emperor  is  pur.  heavenly^ 
l^i^r^  lyip,  decreed,  that  w^p^qeyjerf  8|;f  uc^ 
thiice  iipon  the  gpite>-r::^^|;^  ie^,  nrhp^piiayed^ 
fafttedr  w4:gaF^  %l?n8»  sbp^iffj.  bc^cpffi^  a  sol* 
difNT;  of  the.  chur/(di;Xn^litant^  {^^jfij^^J  ^^^i 
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(^▼ir4M^  T1^^8^$49^l^«  ip«t».wi^i:  *'  I^ 
ye  ko9W  Q$]^  %|  Trl^j^:bplir  ^  3qi|  ofi  Mw 
Cometh/^  The  third,  to  taste  of  penitence ; 
which  toas  good  to,  th^^.  saints  who  live  eter- 
nally in  heaven;  and  it  is  good,  because  it 
brings  us  to  that  blessed  situation.  Lastly, 
it  will  be  good,  whe&  the  resurrection  is  come, 
and  we  are  summoned  to  receive  a  crown  of 
glory.  •  The  fourth  ministry,  is  to  invite 
Christ's  enemies  to^  become  his  friends,  and 
inherit  eternal  life :  fio^^he  "  came  not  to  call 
the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance." 
The  fifth,  is  to*  light  the  fire  of  charity  whidi 
shairbui^  free  from  altimpfureand  improper 
feeli^gs•  Itiesiiitli,  to  teach  the  way  to.tbe 
Ht^ly^  Land) — ^that  is»  to  heaven.  liiO'  sea^ 
over-  which  men  must  be  conveyed^  is  the 
world,  llie  rook,  in  the  midsi  of  it)  is.  the 
fauman^  f<Hrm>  op  rathe*  tfa&  hearty  on  which,  a 
bird  oowe«s>  thi^t  isi  the  Holy^  Spirit.  Ibe 
seven  eggs^  are  sevep  gifts^  of  the  Spirit,    li 
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the  S(>i)nt  leave  us,  the  devil  dd&les  the  nesty 
and  deBtroys  tlwfte  good  gifts.  The  blood  of 
the  lamb  iiS'Ghrilit's  blood,  shed  for  our  sfiilva^ 
tion,  with>;?hich'we  ought  ^er  to  be  sprink- 
led ;  that  is,  ever  to'retniu  it  in  memory.  (17) 


TALE  XVUL 


OF  VENIAL  SIN< 


A  CERTAIN  *  soldier,  ^called  Julian,  unwil^ 
tingly  killed  hb  parents.  For  being  of  noble 
birth,  and  addicted,  ae. youth  frequently  is, 
to  the  sports  of  the  field,  a  stug  which  he 
hotly  pursued,  suddenly  turned  round,  and 
addceased  him ;  ''Thou  who  pursuest  me  so 
fiercely,  shalt  be  the  destruction  of  thy  pa- 
rents.** These  words  greatly  ali^^aed  Julian, 
who  fsared'  their>  accoinplishment  even  while 
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he  disavowed  the  possibilily.  I.eayiiig,  there* 
(ore,  his  amuBement,  he  went  piiyately  into  a 
distant  country^  and  enrolled  himself  in  the 
bands  of  a  certain  chieftain.  His  condiM>t, 
as  well  in  war  as  in  peace,  merited  so  highly 
from  the  prince  he  served,  that  he  created 
him  a  knight,  and  gave  him  the  widow  of  a 
castellan  (17)  in  marriage,  with  her  castle  as 
a  dowry. 

All  this  while,  the  parents  of  .Julian  be^ 
wailed  the  departure  of  their  son,  and  dilir 
gently  sought  for  him  in  all  places.  At  length 
they  arrived  at  the  oaade,  and  in  Julian's 
absence  were  introduced  to  his  wife,  who 
asked  them  what  they  were.  They  commur 
nicated  without  reserve,  die  occasion  of  their 
search,  ,and  their  sorrow  for  aa  only. child. 
Convinped  by  this  explan^on  that  they  were 
her  hu8l|)and*s  parents,  (for  he  ha4  often  con^ 
versed  withih^r  about  them,  mid. detailed -the 
strange  occiirreiice  which  ind^c^  him  to  flee 
his  country)  sh^  r^ieiyed  them  very: kind- 
ly ;  and  in.consjidciration  of  the  Ipve^he.bore 
her  husband,  put  tJiem  into  her  own  biid,  and 
con^naoded^anotber  to  bf  prepared  ekewhere 


dbyGoogk 


94  4VVftilttl.^StK. 

kfdiy  ciM«Mmi  trout  to  her  ^rotious.  In 
the  meto  iBme  Juliotn  retummg  <  li«ta[e,  has- 
tetted^  ^tcMiidixkg'totusto^  to  tte  chamber 
of  biB  Ifife,  iHi^inkig  that-#he  had  lidt'yet 
iriseii.  Fea^ftil'  of  ^liwakiilg  h^,  he  softly^^- 
tefCNl  the  €parfixl6nt|  ^Md  pfev^iVmg^  two  per- 
imtM  %i  bdd^t  mfiit«lntly ^onelu46d  that  bis  \¥ffe 
was  disloyal.  Without  a  moment's  pa\l«e^  he 
tnslfteihkl '  his '  sahfe,  aiMl  0kw  4)dth.  Then 
HI  tbe^^FMttst  aigitatic^n  and  bittelrness  of 
ineaftj  he  harried' from  the  chatnber/iiind^acei- 
dentaUy  took  the  difeotion  in  #hich4iie^b<irGh 
4tty,  and  t>y  whidh  his  wife>4iad  {^roee«ddd«iiot 
lottg  before.  On  the  thf^s^ld  of  the  «a^wd 
tmlding'bedistk^gmshed  her/and  Iftruek  <v«^ 
die^titknost  'amdtinVe!y;;en^r^d'^QtiPtlf^ 
itere  that  had  taken  j>CMi8<B4i^dn  4f  liis  bed. 
{(he  refiflied,  ibat  Ihey  ti^re*  his  pai»eii t^ ;  tHio 
%fter  Ibng'aiid  wattiBQfndel  fl^arbh^  ili^ptii^tiatH)f 
him^  arrived  at  hisefetistle  "the *k6t 'eveM^. 
1iie4iHelMgMi^\tndi8^^s'«%biind^j^  in- 
Han ;  and  nnable  to  ijdntafin  biniself  he1)nrfttt 
into  an  agony  of  teal's.  '*-01i  !'•  heexcktimM, 
^'  lives  tba^  in  the  ^m>rld^do  foHo^hi^«'#retcfa 
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as  I  am  ?  This  accursed  hand  lias  inardered 
my  parents,  and  fulfilled  the  htorrible  predic- 
tion/which  I  have  struggled  to^void.  -Dear- 
est wife,  pardon  my  fatal  suspict^s,  ^and  re- 
ceire  iny  last  farewell ;  for  never '^1  IloKyw 
rest,  until  I  am  satisfied  that  Go^  has  f6rgiven 
me/'  His  wife  answered,  "  Wilt  tliou  aban- 
'don  me  then,  my  beloved,  and  ledveme  alone 
and  viddowed?  No^I  hate  been  the  partici- 
pator of  thy  happinei^,  and'ttowSivtll  partici- 
pate thy  grief."  Julian  opposed  not,  and 
they  departed  together  towards  a  large  river, 
ihat  ^oi^ed  at  no  great  distance ;  *attd  where, 
from  the  rapidity  and  depth  of  the  waters, 
-many  had  perished.  In  this  place  they  built 
and  endowed  a  hospital,  virhfere  they^tbode  in 
the  trtlest  contrition  6f  h^rt.  NbHv-airwho 
liad  occasion  to  pass  that  riVerconstinfly  vi- 
sited them,  and  great  numbers  of  poor  people 
were  received  within  the  place.  Many  years 
glided  by,  and,  at  last,  on  a  very  cold  night, 
about  the  mid-hoar,  as  Julian  slept,  overpow- 
ered with  fatigue,  a  lamentable  voice  seemed  to 
call  his  name.  He  instantly  got  up,  and 
foniid  a  man  corered  with  the  ieproiy,  perish- 
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iog  for  very  cold.  He  brought  him  into  the 
house,  and  lighted  a  fire  to  warm  him ;  but  he 
could  not  be  made  warm.  That  he  might 
omit  no  possible  means  of  cherishing  the 
leper,  he  carried  him  into  his  own  bed,  and 
endeavoured  by  the  heat  of  his  body  to  restore 
him.  After  a  while,  he  who  seemed  sick,  and 
cold,  and  leprous,  appeared  enveloped  in  an 
immortal  splendour:  and  waving  his  light 
wings,  seemed  ready  to  mount  up  into  hea- 
ven. Turning  a  look  of  the  utmost  benignity 
upon  his  wondering  host,  he  said,  *'  Julian, 
the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  thee,  to  announce 
the  acceptance  of  thy  contrition.  Before 
long  both  thou  and  thy  partner  will  sleep  in 
the  Lord."  So  saying,  the  angelic  messenger 
disappeared.  Julian  and  his  wife,  after  a 
short  time  fully  occupied  in  good  works,  died 
in  peace.    (18) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  knight  Julian  is  any  good 
Christian  prelate,  who  ought  manfully  to  war 
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against  tbe  4evtl^  4he  worid,  and  tiie  A«»)i  4 
ami  to  liunt,^^-thatis>  to  acquire  souk  for  tlift 
sevviee  of  God.  He  should  flee  from  'the 
worldi  %xA  he  will  tiien  veceiire  iht  kdy  QhB^ 
t^lan  in  miunitgfe— ^at  13,  divine  .g](at»b 
The  partite  %itt  ike  Tanittefl  of  tiiis  Ufe»  whioli 
parsoe<a  man  every  wbere  :  Mese  parentenraBt 
be  slain  with  the  tahre  of  repentaxK^e.  T?ie 
riT^r  i«  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and^ehos|pital 
by  Us  fiidei  is  prayer^  festang,  and  alms* 
giving. 


TALE    XIX. 


OF  THE  SIN  OF  PRIDE. 


W«  read  in  the  Roman  annals,  (i.  e.  Gesta 
l^tHMavorum)  of  a  prince  called  Pompey.  He 
was  united  to  the  daughter  of  a  nobleman, 
whose  name  was  Ciesar.     It  was  agreed  be- 

VOL.  I.  F 
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tween  them  to  bring  the  whole  world  into 
subjection ;  and  witii  this  view  Pompey  ga^e 
instructibns  to  his  associate  to  poeseii  hin^* 
self  of  certain  distant  fortresses :  for  the  lat- 
ter being  a  young  man^  it  became  hhn  to  be 
most  active  and  vigilant.    In  the  meanwhile, 
Pompey,  as  the  chief  person  of  the  comttion* 
wealth,  endeavoured  to  guard  it  against  the 
machinations  of  their  enemies ;  and  appointed 
a  particular  day  for  the  return  of  0»siMr — in 
failure  of  which,  his  property  was  to  be  coft* 
fiscated  to  the  use  of  the   Roman  empire. 
Five  years  were  allowed  him ;  and  Csesar,  as* 
sembling  a  large  army,  marched  rapidly  into 
the  country  he  was  about  to  attack.    But  the 
inhabitants  being  warlike,  and  aware  of  his 
approach,  he  was  unable  to  subdue  them  in 
the  specified  time.     Caring,  therefore,  to  of- 
fend   Pompey,  less  than  to  relinquish    his 
conquests,    he  continued   abroad  consider- 
ably beyond  the  five  years ;  and  was  conse- 
quently banished  the  empire,  and  his  wealth 
appropriated  by  the  government.    When  Cae- 
sar had  concluded  the  campaign  he  turned 
towards  Rome>    marching    with  his    forces 
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.ttcross  a  rivery  ^distingaisbed  by  the  name  of 
Rabie<m.  H^e  a  phantom  of  immense  sta- 
ture^ flAandiag  in  the  middle  of  the  water,  op- 
posed bia  passage.  It  said,  *'  Caesar,  if  your 
purpoae  be  the  welfare  of  the  state — pass  on ; 
bat  if -»oty  beware  how  you  advance  another 
step^**  Caesar  replied,  "  I  have  long  fought 
for,  and  am  still  prepared  to  undergo  every 
hardship  in  defence  of  Rome ;  of  which  I  take 
the  godswhom  I  worship  to  be  my  witnesses.'* 
As  he  said  this,  the  phantom  vanished.  Caesar 
then  turning  a  little  to  the  right,  crossed  the 
river ;  but  having  effected  his  passage,  he 
paused  on  the  opposite  bank : — "  I  have 
rashly  promised  peace  f  said  he,  "for  in  this 
case,  I  must  relinquish  my  just  right."  From 
that  hour  he  pursued  Pompey  with  the  utmost 
virulence,  even  to  the  death  ;  and  was  himself 
slain  afterwarda  by  a  band  of  conspirators. 
(19) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,    by  Pompey  understand  the 
Creator  of  all  things ;  Caesar  signifies  Adam, 
f2 
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whowasUie  flrfttmim.  His  dinigiiter^  ifae 
soul,  fcetroKhed  to  God.  Adam  wlb  ^Misd  te 
Paradise  to  cttltiTate  and  to  gtiard  Jt^  bat  not 
fnlftlling  tine  cOndiitcm  im{io»ed  upon  :Utti, 
like  Osesar,  be  was  expeikd  faisiavliTO  (oonn- 
try.  The  Rubicon  is  baptistn^/bjr  vfabKman* 
kind  re*enters  a  state  Off  blessednesfik 


TALE   XX. 


OF  ITRIBULATION  Aim  AKOlTISfi. 


In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  <3onrad,  ther6 
lived  a  certain  Count  called  Leopold,  who  for 
some  cause,  fearing  the  indignation  of  his 
master,  fled  with  his  wife  into  the  woods,  and 
concealed  himself  in  a  miserable  hovel.  By 
chance  the  Emperor  hunted  there  ;  and  being 
carried  away  by  the  heat  of  the  chace,  lost 
himself  in  the  woods,  and  was  benighted. 
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Wanderings  almrt  in  vaiaoas:  dirseiiong^  he 
mnei  at  length  to  dieoottBge^prh^re  the  Count 
dw^It^andTequestod  shelter*  Now  his  hostess 
hetng'  at  that  time  pregnant,  and  near  the  mo* 
meatof  her  traTail,pr^«red,  though  witii  some 
difficnlty,  a  mealy  and  brought  whaterer  here* 
qnked»  The  same  night  she  wasdeliviered  of 
a  aon»<  Whild  the  Empevor  glqpt,  a  voice 
broke  ufNoa  his  eav».  which  seemed;  to  say, 
**  Tajoe^  Takev  Take/'  He  arose  immediately 
sikcbwitit  coBsiderahle  alarm,  saad^to  himsel6, 
''  What  caa  that  roice  mean  !  '  Tak& !  Take ! 
Take! '  What  am  I  tatake?  "  He  reflected 
nponthet  singularity  of  thia  for  a  short  space, 
aad  theafeU  asleep^^.  But  a.  seooad  time^  the 
voice  addressed.  bim»  cryii^  out^. ''  Restore, 
.  Eesl(srei,  Restore."  Ke  awoke  in  very  great 
sorrow,  '*  Whait  is  all  this  ?  ''  thought  h& 
"  First,  I  was  to  '  Take,  Take,  Take,'  and  there 
is  nothing  tor  me  to  take.  Just  now  the  same 
voice  eaxslaimed^*  Restore,.  Restoroi  Restore,' 
and  what  can  I  restore  when  I  have  taken 
nothli^?"  llnaUe. to  explain  the  mystery, 
he  again  slept ;  and:  the  third  time,  the  voice 
spoken  ''  Fly,  Fly,  Fly,'/  it  said,  «*  for  a  child 
f3 
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is  DQW  born,  who  shall  become  thy  son-in* 
law.^     These  word»  created  great  perplexity 
in  the  emperor ;  and  getting  up  very  early  i|i 
the  morning,  he  sought  out  two  of  his  squires, 
and  said,  '*  Go  and  force  away  that  child  from 
its  mother  f  cleave  it  in  twain,  and  bring  its 
heart  to  me.'*       The  squires    obeyed,    and 
snatched  away  the  boy,  as  it  hung  at  its  mo^ 
therms  breast.    But  observing  its  very  great 
beauty,  they  were  moved  to  compassion,  and 
placed  it  upon  the  branch  of  a  tree,  to  secure 
it  from  the  wild  beasts ;  and  then  killing  a 
hare,  they  conveyed  its  heart  to  the  emperor. 
Soon  after  this,  a  duke  travelling  in  the  forest, 
passed  by,  and  hearing  the  cry  of  an  infimt, 
searched  about ;  and  discovering  it,  placed  it, 
unknown  to  any  one,  in  the  folds  of  his  garment. 
Having  no  child  himself,  he  conveyed  it  to  his 
wife,  and  bade  her  nourish  it  as  their  own. 
The  lady,  pleased  to  execute  so  charitable  an 
office,  became  much  attached  to  the  little 
foundling,  whom  she  called  Henry.    The  boy 
grew  up,  handsome  in  person  and  extremely 
eloquent ;   so  that  he  became  a  general  fa- 
vourite.    Now   the  emperor  remarking  the 
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•ntniQidiBary  quicknes&of  the  youth;  de* 
nijted  his  foster-father  to  send  him  to  court ; 
wheve  he  resided  a  length  of  time.  But  the 
great  ^timation  in  which  he  was  held  by  all 
ranks'  of  people,  caused  the  emperor  to  repent 
what  he  had  done ;  and  to  fear  lest  he  should 
aspire  to  the  throne,  or  probably  be  the  same, 
inrhom,  as  a  child,  he  had  conmianded  his 
squires  to  destroy.  Wishing  to  secure  him- 
self from  every  possible  turn  of  fortune,  he 
wrote  a  letter  .with  his  own  hand  to  the  Queen 
to  the  foUoiying  purport, ''  I  command  yoii,  on 
pain,  of  death,  as  soon  as  this  letter  reaches  you, 
to  put  the  young  man  to  death.^'  When  it  was 
compteted,  he  went,  by  some  accident  into  the 
chapelnroyal,  and  seating  himself  upon  a  bench, 
fell  asleep.  The  letter  had  been  inclosed  in  a 
purse,  which  hung  loosely  from  his  girdle; 
and  a  certain  priest  of  the  place,  impelled  by 
an  ungOYdmable  curiosity,  opened  the  purse 
and. read  the  purposed  wickedness.  Filled 
with  horror  and  indignation,  he  cunningly 
erased  the  passage  commanding  the  youth's 
death,  and  wrote  instead,  "  Give  him  our 
daughter  in  marric^e."  The  writing  was  con- 
r4 
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vtjred  tO'  the  q«een^  who  fiadii|g  ib»  %mfet€^s 
sigittture,  and  the  impreBmon-  of  the*  royal 
•tgneti  called  togethtFthe  piiiiee»of  theemt 
pire,  and  cetehrated  dieir  nuptials  with  great 
poHqp.  When  dii»  was  eoiainiiaieated'to  the 
emperor^  who  bad  qmitted  the  pala««^  as  well 
to  give  better  oppoFtunity'  for  elf<bcting  his 
atiooiotts  design,  as*  to  remove  the  |8tigpena  of 
it»  ekectttion*  fr^in>  himself,  ho  war  ^atly  a& 
flicted'!  but  when  he  heard  the  whole  chain 
of  miraoulous  inteiposi^ott' fromr  the  two 
sq^reUf'tbo  dttke,  and  th&pfiest,  he  saw  that 
be  iiHtst  resign  himse^  to*  the  dfespensatioBS  of 
Gbd.  And,  therefore,  smiding  fi)r  the  young 
man^heoonfiimedhis  mcKriHige^  and  appointed 
bim»hekr  •tO'  jbis  kingdwi^.  (90> 

AP>UCATION. 

My  bel<OTed,  the  emperor  is  €rod^e  Father; 
who«  angry- with  our  first  pjarentsy  drove*  thett 
ftpin-  Ftii«tLdise  into  tihe<  woods,  and  desoktte 
plaees  of  life.  The  ehiM  who  was  bom  is 
Jesus  Christy  whom' cftany  persecute;'  but  who 
win- fytAlf  iriumpfe  over  att  his^enemies;  The 
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squires,  are  the  dirmQ  ptmer  andgiaoe-ope-^ 
rating  vpoa  the  heact^  Tli^  ckild  is  plaeed  in 
a  tree--  that  is,  in  the  chovch;  and  the  dukei 
who  preserred  it,,  is  ai^  good,  prefaite.^  The 
slain  hare,  is  our  camal  a&ctiona,  which 
ought  to  be  destroyed*  The  letter  whiehithe 
empeinr  wrote  witii  his  own  han^  is  ef«py 
evil  imagination  which  fmsaesses  the  heart; 
For  thmt  Christ  is  in  danger  of  being^deiitioy-' 
ed«  The  priest  who:  pnssenred.the  joiith,.i» 
any  diacareet  minister^  who  by^nMans. of  tibe 
Sacred  .Writings:  moUtfies  IJieaspeiittieaof  the 
human  soul^  and  betcoths  it  to  Hetonem. 


TALE  XXI. 


OPOVER-REACHIKG  AND  CONSPIRACY^  ANB 
OF  CAUTION  OPPOSED  TO  THEM. 

JvsTiN  records,  (31)  that  the  Lacedtemoniantr^ 
conspired  against^heir  king^  and  prevailing^ 
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bamahed  him.  It  hiG4>peited  that  a  king  of"  Ibe 
PerBiaiu  plotted  the  destniction  of  the  same 
state,  and  prepared  to  besiege  Lacedanuon 
with  a  large  army.  The  exile,  thoD^h  smart- 
ing beneath  the  wrongs  accumulated  on  him 
by  his  own  subjects,  could  not  but  regard  the 
land  of  his  nativity  ;  ^nd  feel  for  it  that  deep 
and  rooted  love  which  forms,  as  it  were,  the 
very  existence  of  the  real  patriot.  Having  as- 
certained, therefore,  the  hostile  designs  of  the 
Persian  moaan^h  against  the  LacedsvKmians, 
he  reflected  by  what  means  he  might  securely 
forewarn  them  of  the  impending  danger.  Ac- 
cordingly, taking  up  his  tablets,  he  commu- 
nicated his  discovery,  and  explained  how  they 
might  best  resist  and  defeat  their  enemies. 

When  he  had  written,  he  enveloped  the 
whole  in  wax,  and  finding  a  trust- worthy  mes- 
senger, despatched  him  to  the  insurgent  nobles. 
On  inspection  of  the  tablets,  no  writing  could 
be  distinguished  ;  for  the  entire  surface  of  the 
wax  discovered  not  the  slightest  impression. 
This  naturally  gave  rise  to  much  discussion, 
and  each  delivered  his  opinion  as  to  the  intent 
and  further  disposal  of  the  tablets^    But  the 
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mystery  none  of  them  could  unravel.  Now 
it  chanced  that  a  sister  af  the  LaceddBmonian 
king»  understanding  their  perplexity,  request- 
ed permission  to  inspect  them.  Her  desire 
was  admitted  ;  she  commenced  a  minute  in* 
Testigation,  and  assisted  by  that  peculiar 
shrewdness,  which  women  frequently  display 
in  emergencies,  raised  the  wax,  and  a  portion 
of  the  writing  became  manifest.  She  had  now 
a  clue,  andproceeding in  her  work,  gradually 
removed  rthe  waxen  coi^ng  and  exhibited 
the  legend. at  fulL-^  The  nobles  of  the  council 
diuspre^nion»hed,"i:ej<Hced exceedingly;  took 
die  necessary  steps,  and  secured  themselites 
agahist  the  menaced  siege. 

APPLrCAT.IOlf. 

My>  biloi^,  the  king,  is  Christ,  who- is  ba-^ 
ttish«f(),'b«fl£ttmikndepravily^  from  his  right; 
KevcnrtlnUss,  he  so  loved  Us,  as  to  contrive  a' 
means  of  fteeiHg  us  from  the  attacks  of  our 
enemy  the  deiriU         '  -  v. 
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tittw  fenntiijr  ^ified  Im  aiid'Serttpii^  they 
paaoe^eA  in  dus  maaatf.;  Fiml,  tiiey>«uul» 
ft  lav-^  dMt  nduMOtTor  d^eliund  tlian^to  hm 
mortal,  or  so  much  as  ^mfotmntA^  doatbt  frift»> 
tive  to  their  birth,  should  be  put  to  an  igno- 
minious death.  Then  they^  erected  two  images ; 
and  that  the  aforesaid  law  should  be  strictly 
olMer?^.:tlH9^  plMed  »wr;.tlMMi.i*  emry 
tivifl^  d^djmted  to  thw  hmmm  fAoAmM 

itPiUpny-r^goRdi^ldAitl^  QlIeMMMi  indkpMH 
stbly  required  of  those  who  enlMMAAheqrteiH 
pies*    In  this  way  they  endearoured  to  repress 
the  promulgation  of  tnith. 
4t 
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APBLiCAnoif.. 

My  beloved^  these  Egyptiaiisare  all  world-, 
ly-miaded  men,  who  woolck  deiiy  and  worship 
their  yices^  while  they  sedulously  hide  truth 
from  the  heart.  The .  smaller  image>,  is  Fear  of 
the  world,  whkh.  is  ev)er  instcumeotal  in  the 
suppression  of  truths 


TALE    XXIII. 


OF  SPIRITUAL  MEDICINE. 


Sajui T  Au^wmv  s:  mktaiv  thftli»n  = 
eastern  formerly  prevailed,  in  compliaiie»4vi(iit 
which,  emperors,  after  death,  were  laid  iip<m 
a  fiineral  jAle  and  burnt ;  and  their  ashes  de- 
posited in  an  urn.  B«t  it  happened  that  one 
of  ibem  died«  whose  heart  resisted  the  im- 
pression of  fire*    This  circumstance  created 
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the  utmost  astonishment^  and  all  the  rheto- 
ricians^ and  other  wise  men  of  every  province, 
were  summoned  to  one  place.  Thef  question 
was  then  proposed  to  them/  and  they  thus 
answered  :  *'  The  Emperor  died  intoxicated, 
and  through  the  influence  of  a  latent  poison, 
his  heart  cannot  be  consumed/'  When  this 
was  understood,  they  drew  the  heart  from  the 
fire,  and  covered  it  with  theriaque  (22)  and 
immediately  the  poison  was  expelled.  The 
heart,  being  returned  to  ^e  flames,  was  soon, 
reduced  to  ashes. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^men  are  thus  in  a  spiritual  sense. 
The  heart  is  impoisoned,  and  then  the  fire  oi 
the  Holy  Ghost  will  not  touch  it.  The  the^ 
rimue  is  repentance^  which  removes  all  trans-- 
greasions. 
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TALE   XXIV. 


0?  THS  SUGGESTIONS  OF  THB  DSTIJU 


Thbre  was  a  celebrated  magician^  who  had  a 
very  beautiful  garden^  in  which  grew  flowers 
of  the  most  fragrant  smelly  and  fruits  of  the 
most  delicious  flavour.  In  short,  nothing  on 
earth  could. exceed  it.  But  he  iavariably  re-, 
^used  admittance  to  all  except  tq  fools,  oi^ 
such  as  were  his  enemies.  When  suffered  to 
pass  in»  however,  their  wonder  was  extreme ; 
and  few  having  entered  it  wished  to  return. 
On  the  contrary,  the  delights  which  they 
experienced,  so  infatuated  their  minds,  that 
they  easily  yielded  to  the  demands  of  the  ma- 
gician, and  resigned  their  inheritances  to  him 
without  the  slightest  reserve.  The  fools,  of 
course,  believing  it  to  be  Paradise,  and  that 
the  flowers  and  fruits  were  of  immortal  growth. 
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while  they  themselves  .were  the  chosen  and 
happy  possessors  of  the  land,  gave  not  an- 
other thought  to  the  future*  They  luxuriated 
in  Yoluptuousnefis,  and  sunrttidered  the  whole 
heart  to  impure  gratification.  The  conse- 
quence was^  that  in  a  moment  of  sensual  in- 
toxication, the  magician  cot  then^  off;  and 
thus,  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  fac- 
titious Eden,  perpetrated  the  foulest  enor- 
milies.  (23) 

APPLICATION. 

My  betoved,  the  magician  is  the  world.  It 
supplies  what  is  called  wealth;  and  this, 
when  men  have  obtained,  they  close  their 
hand  upon  it;  and  ,  believe  themselves  rich. 
Presentfy  they  open  their  hands,  and  the  trea- 
sure has  disappeared.  (24) 
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TALE   XXV. 


OF  IJX&RATlTVim. 


A  CEBTAiif  nobte  Isidy  suffered  many  injii^ 
Fies  "from  ^  tyraiinical  king^  who  laid  waata  her 
doffiains.^  When  the  particizlars  of  it  were 
communicated  to  her>  her  tears  flowed  fast^ 
aod  her  heart^was  oppressed  with  bittemeasi 
It  happened  that  a  pilgrtm  visited  her,  and  re* 
mained  there  (ot  some  time.  Obsenrti^  tke 
pe^^rtj  to- winch  i^iehad  beeft  rsdvced^  and 
feeling' compassioft  for  her  distressesy  he  o& 
fared  to  make  war  in  her  defence ;  on  eonc^tion 
that,  if  he  fell  in  battle,  his  staff  and  scrip 
should  be  retained  in  iier  private  chamber,  as 
a  memorial  of  his-valour,  and  of  her  gratitude* 
She  faithfully  promised  compliance  witb  his 
wii^s ;  aiid  the  pilgrim,  hastening  to  attach 
ihe  tyrant^  obtained  a  c^leadkl  vietery^    But 
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in  the  heat  of  the  contest^  he  was  transfixed 
by  an  arrow,  which  occasioned  his  death.  The 
lady  aware  of  this,  did  as  she  promised :  the 
staff  find  scrip  were  suspended  in  her  chamber. 
Now,  when  it  was  known  that  she  had  re- 
covered all  her  lost  possessions,  three  kings 
made  large  preparations  to  address,  and,  as  they 
hoped,  incline  her  to  become  the  wife  of  one 
of  them.  The  lady,  forewarned  of  the  intended 
honour,  adorned  herself  with  great  care,  and 
walked  forth  to  meet  them.  They  were  received 
aqcording  t6  their  dignity ;  and  whilst  they 
remained  with  her,  she  fell  into  some  perplex- 
4ty»  and  said  to  herself,  "  If  these  three  kings 
enter  my  chamber,  it  will  disgrace  me  to  suffer 
t^  pilgrim's  staff  and  scrip  to  remian  thete." 
She  commanded  them  to  be  taken  away  ;  uid 
thus  forgot  her  yows»  and  plainly  evinced  her 
ingratitude. 

APPLICATION. 

;  My  beloved,  the  lady  is  the  human  80ul> 
and  the  tyrant  is  the.  devil,  who  spoils  us  of 
our  heavenly  inheritance.     The  pilgrim  is 
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Clurist,  who  fights  for  and  redeems  us;  but^ 
forgetful  of  his  seryices,  we  receive  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  the  flesh,  into  the  chamber  of 
our  souls,  and  put  away  the  memorials  of  our 
Saviour's  love. 


TALE    XXVI. 


OP  HUMILITY. 


Therb  was  a  queen  who  dishonoured  her- 
tself  with  a  servant,  and  bore  him  a  son.  This 
son,  on  arriving  at  years  of  maturity,  prac- 
tised ever]f  description  of  wickedness,  and  con* 
ducted  Uiiiself  with  the  greatest  insolence  to- 
ward the  prince,  his  reputed  father.  Theprince^ 
unable  to  account  for  such  perversion  of  mind, 
interrogated  the  mother  as  to  the  legitimacy 
of  her  child ;  and  finding,  by  her  reluctant 
c^ynfession,  that  he  was  not  hi9  son,  though 
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dained  that  his  drees,  for  the  timetocome, 
shoold  be  of  a  dififbrent  textare  aud  colour; 
one  side  to  be  composed  of  the  moat  ovdinaiy 
materials,  and  the  other  of  the  most  TaluaUe; 
80  that  when  he  looked  upon  the  baser  por- 
tion, his  pride  might  be  abated,  and  the  vi- 
cious propensities,  in  whicfi  he  had  indulged, 
relinquished;  oiv  the  other  hand,  when  he 
surveyed  the  more  gorgeous  part,  his  hopes 
might  be  raised,  and  his  spirit  animated  to 
goodness.  By  this  judicious  device,  he  be- 
came remarkable  for  humility,  and  ever  after 
abandoned  his  dishonest  life. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  queen  is  any  one  who 
commits  a  mortal  sin.  The  worthless  side  of 
the  garment  is  our  fiesUy  substance ;  tha 
other  is  the  soul  by  which  maoi  is  classed  with 
the  beings  of  heaven^  and: aspires  to  an  im« 
mortal  e^tence. 
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TALE    XXVII. 


OF  JX^T  RBOOMPENCE. 


A  VBUT  rich  and  powerfdl  emperor  had  an 
only  daughter  of  uncommon  beauty.  She 
wwB  consigned  to  the  care  of  five  soldiers, 
who  were  commanded  to  be  constantly  in 
arms ;  and  every  day  a  stated  sum  was  paid 
them  out  of  the  king's  treasury.  This  empe- 
ror had  a  seneschal  whom  he  greatly  favoured ; 
and  a  valuable  but  ferocious  dog,  which  it 
was  necessary  to  confine  with  triple  chains. 
ft  happened,  that  as  the  emperor  lay  in 
bed,  he  formed  a  resolution  to  proceed  to  the 
Holy  tand;  and  in  the  morning,  when  he 
arose,  sent  for  the  seneschal,  and  said,  "  I 
am  about  to  undertake  an  expedition  to  Pa- 
lestine ;  to  your  vigilance  I  commit  my  only 
daughter  with  the  soldiers  of  her  guard.  The 
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dog,  likewise,  which  I  Bpecially  yalue,  I  en- 
trust to  your  care ;  and,  on  pain  of  instant 
death,  let  there  be  no  deficiency  in  attend- 
ance upon  my  daughter.  You  shall  supply 
the  soldiers  with  all  that  they  require ;  but 
observe  that  the  dog  is  securely  chained^  and 
fed  sparingly,  so  that  his  ferocity  may  abate.** 
The  seneschal  approved  of  all  the  emperor's 
injunctions,  and  promised  faithfully  to  comply 
with  them ;  instead  of  which  he  acted  in  direct 
opposition.  The  dog  was  fed  with  the  mo^t 
unsuitable  food,  and  not  guarded  as  he  ought 
to  have  been.  He  diminished  the  coinforts, 
and  even  denied  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the 
lady.  He  robbed  the  soldiers  of  their  pay, 
who  being  needy  and  unemployed,  roamed 
over  the  country  in  great  distress.  As  for  the 
poor  girl,  forsaken  and  destitute,  she  passed 
from  her  chamber  into  the  court-yard  of  the 
hall  which  she  occupied,  and  seating  her* 
self  upon  the  pavement,  gave  free  course  to 
her  sorrows.  Now  the  dog,  whose  savage 
nature  improper  aliment  had  augmented, 
burst,  by  a  sudden  and  violent  movement 
from  the  bonds  that  enchained  him,  and  tore 
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her  limb  from  limb.  When  this  afflicting 
circumstance  was  known  in  the  kingdom^  it 
exciCed  universal  regret.  Messengers  were 
immediately  despatched  to  the  emperor,  who 
hastened  his  return  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion. The  seneschal  was  summoned  before 
him,  and  asked  categorically  why  the  lady 
was  unprovided  for,<the  soldiers  unpaid,  and 
the  dog  improperly  fed,  contrary  to  his  ex- 
press command.  But  the  man  was  unable 
to  answer,  and  offered  not  the  least  excuse. 
The  torturers,  therefore,  were  called  in;  he 
was  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  thrown  into  a 
red-hot  furnace.  The  emperor's  decree  gave 
satisfaction  to  the  whole  empire.    (26) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperot  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  the  fair  daughter  is  the  human  soul ; 
the  five  soldiers  are  the  five  senses,  and  the 
dog  is  carnal  affections,  which  disturb  and 
slay  the  spirit.  The  triple  chain  is  lo^e  to 
God-r-the  fear,  of  offending  him,  and  «hame 
5 


d  by  Google 


tC. 


aiogthc 
woondfl 
auBwere 
a  in  thei 
'  brotliei 
«  us  a.  t 

It  foot  ; 

>ept,  "  1 . 
rtyr     It, 

icture  in 
4>pro^oh 
rist  is  ^s 
h  whieh 
t  is,   the 
ar,  on    a 
(Chhe  lov 
"Thou 
rcy;  sin 

^t    US    81 

3  of  the 

jUj  SLa  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Op 


««c< 


Oj|,„ 


'^*^/*. 


*»o«ro  r**  «*/• 


-^  i;!!:*^'^?^ 


;:S:r^.iS^ 


'  >/. 


e- 

led 

said 

.may 

er  the 

cemedy 

eaven  it 

"    Tbus 


dbyGoogk 


ItO        OF  THE  BXBCSIABLE  DEVICES 

when  wt  have  dene  bo.  The  seoetchal  is  any 
man  to  whom  the  care  of  the  senseft/and  the 
guardkcMshif^  of  the  soul  is  committed.   * 


TALE    XXVIU. 


OF  THE  E^QBCBABLE  jmvIOSS  OF  OLD 
WOMEN. 


In  Ae  kingdom  of  a  certain  empress  tlrere 
lived  a  soldier  who  was  happily  espoused  to 
a  noble,  chaste,  and  beautiful  wife.  It  hap- 
pened that  he  was  called  upon  to  take  a  long 
journey,  and  previous  to  his  departure  he 
said  to  the  lady—**  I  leave  you  no  guard  but 
your  own  discretion ;  I  believe  it  to  be  wholly 
suffioi^it.''  He  then  ^nbarbed  with  fak  at- 
tendants. Pleased  with  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  her,  she  continued  at  her  own  maxi^ 
sion^  in  the  daily  practice  of  every  virtue.    A 
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short  period  had  elapsed^  when  the  utgent 
entreaties  of  a  neighbour  prevailed  with  her 
to  appear  at  a  festival ;  where^  amongst  other 
guests,  was  a  youth,  upon  whom  the  excel- 
lence and  beauty  of  the  lady  made  a  deep 
impression.  He  became  violently  enamoured 
of  her,  and  despatched  various  emissaries  to 
declare  his  passion,  and  win  her  to  approve 
his  suit.  But  the  virtuous  lady  received  his 
advances  with  the  utmost  scorn,  and  vehe-^ 
mently  reproached  him  for  his  dishonesty* 
This  untoward  repulse  greatly  disconcerted 
the  youth,  and  his  health  daily  declined.  It 
chanced,  that  on  one  occasion  he  went  sorrow^ 
fully  towards  the  church  ;  and,  upon  the  way, 
an  old  woman  accosted  him,  who  by  pre^ 
tended  sanctity  had  long  obtained  an  undue 
share  of  reverence  and  regard.  She  demanded 
the  cause  of  the  youth's  appai'ent  uneasiness. 
*'  li  will  nothing  profit  thee  to  know,"  said 
he^  '*  But,"  replied  the  old  woman,  "  it  may 
be  much  to  your  advantage  2  discover  the 
wound,  and  it  is  not  impossible  but  a  remedy 
may  be  procured.  With  the  aid  of  Heaven  it 
may  easily  be  eflfected— shew  it  me."    Tbu* 
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urgedi  4e  yoHli)  made  known  to  her  his  lorm 
for  the  lady.  ''  Is  that  all  1"  said  the  bel- 
dam—'' return  to  your  home,  I  will  find  a 
loedicine  that  shall  presently  relieve  yon.'^ 
Confiding  in  her  assurances,  he  went  his  way, 
and  the  other  commenced  her  devices. 

It  seems  she  possessed  a  little  dog,  which 
she  had  accnatomed  to  fast  for  two  successive 
days ;  on  the  third,  she  made  bread  of  die 
flour  of  mustard,  and  placed  it  b^^^ce^  the 
pining^  animal.  As  soon  as  it  had  tasted  the 
bread,  the  pnngent  bitterness  caused  the  water 
to  spring  into  its  eyes,  and  the  whole  of  that 
day  tears  flowed  copiously  from  them.  The 
old  woman,  accompanied  by  l^r  dog,  postei^ 
to  the  house  of  tfce  lady  whom  the  young  msjok 
loved ;  and  the  opinion  enjtertained  of  her 
sanctity  secured  her  an  honourable  and  g^a-* 
cipns  reception*  As  they  sat  together,  the 
lady  noticed  the  weeping  dog,  and  was  cati- 
ons to  ascertain  the  cause.  The  crone  tpld 
her,  npt  to  inquiire,  for  that  it  involved  %  ca- 
l^miy  too  dieadful  to  cpmnmnioate.  Such  a 
remark,  natnnally  enough,  e;icited  still  more 
the: curiosity  of  tlie  fieiir  questioner,  andehe 
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oannestlypvesMd  her  to  detail  the  itevy.  Tbk 
wm  what  the  old  bug  waiited  ^  tofd^  aiiMim^ 
ing  a:  hy|K>enttcal  mUaxe,  «he  sadd^  *'  ThA€ 
littte  dog  was  my  dai^hter-^too  good  a«A 
exceUent  for  this  world.  She  w^  beto^efd 
hy  a  young  man^  who,  thrown  into  de«piAf  by 
hor  emelty^  peiished  for  her  lov^e.  My  ^u^h 
ta,  as  a  pnnif^hment  for  her  hard-hearted 
condmet,  wa»  ssaddenly  ohstnged  into  the  little 
dog^  respectnig  whieh  you  inquire/'  Siiyittg 
these  wocds,  a  few  eroeodile  tears^  started  into 
her  egres  ^  and  she  eontiEnied,  ''  Alas !  b^^ 
often  does  this  mate  ooooiorial  reeall  n^  Uii^ 
daughter^'  onee  so  besustifal  and  virt^o«is^: 
nxyW'^'oh^  what  is-  she  now  ?  disgraded  fre^ 
the  state  of  hmnanity^  she  exists  only  to  pine 
away:  in  wriatehedaaess,  and'  wasts^  her  life  in 
tears.  She  can  f eceiTO  no  comfort ;  aud  they 
who  woqM  admuttster  it>  cmh  but  weep  for  her 
distresses^  which  surely  are- witlK)Ut  a^painds 
leL'*  The  lady,  astonished  and  ter«ijl$d  at 
what  she  heard,  secretly  exclaimed — ''  Aids ! 
I  too  am  beloved ;  and  he  who  loves  me  is  in 
like  manner  at  the  point  of  death"— and  then, 
instigated  by  her  fears,  discovered  the  whole 
o2 
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circumstance  to  the  old  woman,  who  imme-» 
diately  answered,  '*  Beautiful  lady,  do  not 
disregard  the  anguish  of  this  young  man :  look 
upon  my  unhappy  daughter,  and  be  warned 
in  time*  As  she  is,  you  may  be."  "  Oh  V 
returned  the  credulous  lady,  ''  my  good  mo- 
ther, counsel  me ;  what  would  you  have  me 
do  ?  Not  for  worlds  would  I  become  as  she 
is."  "  Why  then,"  answered  the  treacherous 
old  woman,  "  send  directly  for  the  youth, 
and  give  him  the  love  he  coyets—- thus,  you 
will  prevent  his  death,  and  your  own  irreme-* 
diable  calamity."  The  lady  blushed,  and 
said,  '^  May  I  entreat  your  holiness  to  fetch 
him ;  there  might  be  some  scandal  circulated 
if  another  went."  "  My  dear  daughter,"  said 
she,  ''  I  suffer  with  you,  and  will  presently 
bring  him  hither." — She  did  so ;  but  in  the 
.  night  the  husband  returned,  and  put  the  whole* 
party  to  a  shameful  death.  Thus,  did  the 
wicked  project  of  an  old  woman  involve  many 
in  ruin.  (26) 
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APPLICATION* 

My  beloved,  the  soldier  is  Christ ;  the  wife 
is  the  soul — to  which  God  gave  free  will.  It 
is  invited  to  the  feast  of  carnal  pleasures, 
where  a  youth — that  is,  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  becomes  enamoured  of  it.  The  old 
woman  is  the  devil ;  ihe  dog,  the  hope  of  a 
long  life,  and  the  presumptuous  belief  of 
God's  clemency,  which  lead  us  to  deceive  and 
soothe  the  soul.  But  Christ  will  come  during 
the  night,  and  condemn  the  sinner  to  death. 


TALE  XXIX. 


OF  CORRUPT  JUDGMENT. 


An   emperor  established  a  law  that  every 

judge  convicted  of  a  partial  administration 

o3 
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of  jastioe>  should  undergo  the  severest  penal* 
ties.  It  happened  that  a  certain  judge, 
bribed  by  a  large  sum,  gave  a  notoriously 
corrupt  decision.  Hiis  circumstance  reach* 
ing  the  ears  of  the  emperor,  he  commanded 
him  to  be  flayed.  The  sentence  was  imme- 
diately executed,  and  the  skin  of  the  culprit 
nailed  upon  the  seat  of  judgment,  as  an  awful 
warning  to  others  to  avoid  a  similar  offence. 
The  emperor  afterwards  bestowed  the  same 
dignity  upon  the  son  of  the  deceased  judge, 
and  on  presenting  the  appointment,  said, — 
"  Thou  wilt  sit  to  administer  justice  upon 
the  skin  of  thy  delinquent  sire :  should  any 
one  incite  thee  to  do  eviL  remember  his  fate ; 
look  down  upon  the  coverture  of  the  judg- 
ment-seat; there  thou  wilt  find  matter  to 
uphold  thy  falling  virtue,  and  prevent  the 
commission  of  an  unjust  act." 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  Christ;  the 
unjust  judge  is  any  evil  man,  who  ought  to 
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be  exeiMdated — that  is»  stripped  of  all  bad 
dispositions  and  humoilUSi  ThiB  skiii  nailed 
to  the  seat  of  judgment,  is  Christ's  passion, 
which  is  a  memorial  to  us  of  what  our  conduct 
should  be. 


TALE    XXX. 


OF  OFFENCE  AND  JUDGMENT. 


A  cbBtaik  king  determined  on  the  oceasion 
of  some  victory  to  appoint  three  especial 
honours,  and  an  equal  number  of  disagreeable 
accompaniments.  The  first  of  the  honors 
was,  that  the  people  should  meet  the  con- 
queror with  acclamations  and  everj  other 
•testimony  of  pleasure.  The  secondy  that  all 
the  captives,  bound  hand  and  foot,  should 
attend  the  victor's  chariot.  The  third  honour 
wasj  that,  enwrapped  in  the  mantle  of  Jupiter, 
g4 
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he  should  sit  upon  a  triumphal  car,  dfawn  by 
four  white  horses,  and  be  thus  brought  to  the 
capitol.  But  lest  these  exalted  rewards 
should  swell  the  heart,  and  make  the  fovourite 
of  fortune  forget  his  birth  and  mortal  cha- 
racter, three  grievances  were  attached  to 
them.  First,  a  slave  sat  on  his  right  hand  in 
the  chariot — ^which  served  to  hint,  that  po- 
verty and  unmerited  degradation  were  no 
bars  to  the  subsequent  attainment  of  the 
highest  dignities.  The  second  grievance  was, 
that  the  slave  should  inflict  upon  him  several 
severe  blows,  to  abate  the  haughtiness  which 
the  applause  of  his  countrymen  might  tend 
to  excite — at  the  same  time  saying  to  him  in 
Greek,  "  Fv^fig  <y8«;Tov,"  that  is,  know  thyself, 
and  permit  not  thy  exaltation  to  render  thee 
proud.  Look  behind  thee,  and  remember 
that  thou  art  mortal.  The  third  grievance 
was  this,  that  free  licence  was  given,  upon 
that  day  of  triumph,  to  utter  the  most  galling 
reproaches,  and  the  most  cutting  sarcasms, 
<27) 
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APPLICATION* 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  our  heavenly 
Father,  and  the  conqueror,  our  Lord  Jetus 
Christ,  who  has  obtained  a  glorious  victory 
over  sin.  The  first  honor  typifies  his  entry  into 
Jerusalem,  when  the  people  shouted  '*  Hosanna 
to  the  Son  of  David/*  The  second,  those  en- 
slaved by  sin.  The  third,  Christ's  divinity. 
The  four  white  horses  are  the  four  Evange- 
lists. The  slave,  is  the  worst  of  the  two 
robbers  crucified  with  our  Lord.  The  second 
grievance  is  the  blows  he  received ;  and  the 
Uiird,  the  indignities  with  which  he  was  over- 
whelmed. 


TALE   XXXI 


OF  THE  RIGOR  OF  DEATH. 


Wb  read,  that  at  the  death  of  Alexander^  a 
golden  sepulchre  was  constructed,  and  that  st 
06 
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number  of  philotopherg  aBsembled  romnd  it* 
One  said— ^'  Yesterday,  Alexander  made  a 
tieaaiiav  ti  gold ;  and  noir  gold  makes  a  ttea- 
soraof  kkn."  AnoAer  observed*^"  Ycsler-* 
dmf,  th«  whole  world*  was  not  enough  to  sa- 
'tiate  hifrcunbttion ;  to^daj,  three  or  four  elle 
of  oloth  are  move  than  sufieient.^  A  third 
SM(jh-«-^<  Yesterday^  Alexand^reommandedl^ 
people ;  to«^y  the  people  command  him&" 
AftOther  said*— ^'  Yesterday,  Alexander  could 
enlraiehise  thousande ;  to-day  he  cannot  free- 
himself  from  the  bonds  of  death."  Another 
remarked-^'*  Yesterday,  he  pressed  the  earth ; 
to-day  it  oppresses  him."  "  Yeeterday/^  ooft- 
tinued  another,  **  all  men  feared  Alexander; 
to-day  men  repute  him  nothing."  Another 
said,  "*  Yesterday,  Alexander  had  a  multitude 
of  friends ;  tprday^  not  one."  Another  said, 
"  Yesterday,  Alexander  led  on  an  army ;  to- 
day, that  army  bears^kim  to  the  grave." 

APPLXCAJTION. 

My  boloivjedy.  ajiy  oae  ms^y  be  called  Alex» 
«^i]4€Aii(bo  ia.iacb^andworldly^ittiaded;  and 
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to  him  may  the  obseryationB  of  the  philoso- 
phers be  truly  applied. 


TALE  XXXII. 


OF  GOOD  INSPIRATION. 


$^KECA  mentions^  that  in  poisoned  bodies^ 
on  aecotint  of  the  malignancy  and  coldness 
of  the  poison,  no  wonn  will  ^ngiender ;  but  if 
the  body  be  struck  with  Hghthing,  in  a  few^ 
days  it  will  be  full  of  them.    (28) 

APPUCATION. 

My  beloved,  men  are  poisoned  by  sin,  and 
then  they  produce  no  worm,  that  is,  no  vir- 
tue I  but  struck  with  lightning,  that  is,  by  the 
grace  (f  God,  they  are  fruitful  in  good  works. 
06 
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TALE    XXXIII. 


OF  HANGING, 


Valerius  tells  us,  that  a  man  named  Pale- 
tinus  one  day  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears ;  and 
calling  his  son  and  his  neighbours  around 
him,  said,  '^  Alas !  alas !  I  have  now  growing 
in  my  garden  a  fatal  tree,  on  which  my  first 
poor  wife  hung  herself,  then  my  second^  and 
after  that  my  third.  Have  I  not  therefore 
cause  for  the  wretchedness  I  esdbibit  V 
**  Truly,"  said  one  who  was  called  Arrius, 
"  I  marvel  that  you  should  weep  at  such  an 
unusual  instance  of  good  fortune !  Give  me,  I 
pray  you,  two  or  three  sprigs  of  that  gentle 
tree,  which  I  will  divide  with  my  neighbours, 
and  thereby  afford  every  man  an  opportunity^ 
of  indulging  the  laudable  wishes  of  his  spouse.'* 
Paletinus  complied  with  his  friend's  request; 
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and  erer  after  found  this  remarkable  tree  the 
moat  productive  part  of  his  estate.  (29) 

APPLICATIOK. 

My  beloved,  the  tree  is  the  cross  of  Christ, 
The  man's  three  wives  are,  pride,  lusts  of  the 
heart,  and  lusts  of  the  eyes,  which  ought  to 
be  thus  suspended  and  destroyed.  He  who 
solicited  a  part  of  the  tree  is  any  good  Chris- 
tian. 


TALE  XXXIV. 


OF  CONSIDERATION  OF  LIFE. 


We  read  that  Alexander  the  Great  was  the 
disciple  of  Aristotle,  from  whose  instructions 
he  derived  the  greatest  advantage.  Amongst 
other  important  matters,  he  enquired  of  his 
master,  what  would  profit  himself,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  serviceable  to  others.   Aristotle 
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Mtw^fed^  ''  My  $(nk,  heiur  wkh  atteiitioa| 
and  if  you  retain  my  eouaseU  yo«  will  am?e 
at  the  greatest  honors.  There  are  seven  dis- 
tinct points  to  be  regarded^  First,  that  you 
do  not  overcharge  the  balance.  Secondly^ 
that  you  do  not  feed  a  fire  with  the  sword. 
Thirdly,  carp  not  at  the  crown ;  nor.  Fourthly^ 
eat  the  heart  of  a  little  bird.  Fifthly,  when 
you  have  once  commenced  a  proper  under- 
taking, never  turn  from  it.  Sixthly,  walk  not 
in  the  high  road ;  and  Seventhly,  do  not  attow 
a  prating  swallow  to  possess  your  eaves.'' — 
The  King  carefully  considered  the  meaning  of 
these  enigmatical  directions ;  and  observing 
them,  experienced  their  utility  in  his  subse-^ 
quent  life.  (30) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  balance  is  human  life  ;  do 
ftot  overcharge  it,  but  weigh  every  liiing  ac- 
curately,  and  deliberate  upon  what  yon  da. 
As  in  the  fkbte  of  the  vulture.  A  vtilture 
swooping  upon  her  prey,  struck  it  with  her 
talons.  After  it  was  killed,  she  ftrit  endea- 
voured to  carry  dff  the  whole ;  biHf  finding 
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this  beyx>nd  her  power^  she  tore  off  as  much 
as  she  cotild  fly  away  with,  and  left  the  re- 
mainder behind.  "  Do  not  feed  a  fire  with 
the  sword>*^ — that  is,  provoke  not  anger  with 
sharp  wordsk  "  Carp  not  at  the  crown,"— » 
that  is,  respect  the  established  laws.  "  Eat 
not  the  heart  of  a  little  bird,"  which  being 
weak  and  timid,  becoiaes  not  the  condition  of 
a  Christian  man.  '*  When  you  have  com* 
inenced  a  befitting  design,  do  not  turn  from 
ft,"— and  especially  having  begun  repentance, 
persevere  t<y  the  endv  A  viper,  wishing  to  es- 
pouse a  kind  of  eel  called  the  kmprey,  was 
rejected  by  the  latter,  because  of  the  poison 
it  conveyed.  The  viper,  determining  to  carry 
its  object,  retired  to  a  secret  place  and  cast 
up  the  venom;  but  after  the  nuptials  were 
solemnized,  went  back  ta  the  place  where 
the  virus  was  deposited,  and  resumed  the 
whole.  In  like  manner  do  all  sinners.  They 
are  awhile  penitent;  but  eooA  return  to  their 
vomit — that  is^  to  their  sins.  "  Walk  not  by 
the  high  road>*' — which  is  the  road  of  death.  • 
"  Permit  not  a  prating  swallow  to  possess 
your  eaves," — that  is,  suffer  not  sin  to  dwell 
upon  thy  heart. 
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TALE   XXXV. 


OF  PEACE,  REFORMATION,  &C. 


In  the  Roman  annals^  we  read  that  it  was  cus- 
tomary, when  peace  was  established  between 
noblemen  who  had  been  at  variance,  to  ascend 
a  lofty  mountain,  and  take  with  them  a  lamb, 
which  they  sacrificed  in  pledge  of  complete 
re-union ;  thereby  intimating,  that  as  they 
then  poured  forth  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  so 
should  his  blood  be  poured  forth,  who  in- 
fringed the  smallest  article  of  that  solemn 
compact. 

APPLICATION* 

My  beloved,  the  noblemen  are  God  and  man ; 
and  the  lamb  is  Christ. 
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TALE  XXXVI. 


OF  THE  COURSE  OF  HUliAK  LIFE. 


Wfi  are  told  of  a  certain  King,  who,  beyond 
all  other  things,  wished  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  man.  Now,  in  a 
remote  part  of  his  kingdom,  there  dwelt  a 
famous  philosopher,  by  whose  great  science 
many  surprising  mysteries  were  expounded. 
When  the  King  heard  of  his  celebrity,  he  des- 
patched a  messenger  to  him  to  command  his 
immediate  appearance  at  court.  The  philo- 
sopher willingly  complied  with  the  King's 
wish,  and  commenced  his  journey.  On  reach- 
ing the  palace,  the  royal  enquirer  thus  ad- 
dressed him ;  '*  Master,  I  have  heard  much 
of  your  extraordinary  wisdom,  and  profound 
research  into  natural  phenomena.  I  would 
iuyself  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  pf  the 
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general  report.    In  the  first  place,  tell  me 
what  is  man?"    The  philosopher  answered^ 
-— ''  Man  is  a  wretched  thing :  this  is  his  be- 
ginning, middle,  and  end.    There  is  no  truth 
80  apparent ;  and  therefore  Job  said,  '  Man 
that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  full  of  miseries.' 
Look  upon  him  at  his  birth ;  he  is  poor  and 
powerless. '  In  the  middle  period  of  his  life, 
you  will  find  the  world  attacking  him,  ni^- 
rowing  his  comforts,  and  contributing  to  the 
eternal  reprobation  of  his  soul.  If  you  review 
the  end,  you  will  mark  the  earth  opening  to 
receive  him — it  closes,  and  he  is  gone  I    And 
then,  oh  King !  what  becomes  of  the  pomp  of 
your  regal  establishment-^of  the  pride  of  your 
worldly  glory?" — *'  Master,'*  said  the  King, 
''  I  will  ask  you  four  questions,  which  if  you 
resolve  well  and  wisely,  I  will  elevate  you  to 
wealth  and  honor.   My  first  demand  is.  What 
is  man  ?    My  second.  What  is  he  like  ?    The 
third.  Where  he  is  ?  and  the  fourth.  With 
whom  he  is  associated  ?''     The  philosopher 
replied,  "  At  your  first  question,  my  lord,  I 
cannot  but  laugh.     You  ask, '  What  is  man  ?' 
-*Why,  what  is  he  but  the  slave  of  death— 
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the  guest  of  a  day — a  traTeller  hastily  jour- 
neying to  a  distant  land?     He  is  a  slave, 
because  he  is  subject  to  the  bonds  of  the 
tomb  ;  death  fetters  him,  sweeps  off  from  the 
sceoe^  even  the  memorials  of  his  name,  and 
causes  his  days  to  drop  away,  like  the  leaves 
in  autumn.   But,  according  to  his  desert,  will 
he  be  rewarded  or  punished.    Again,  man  is 
the  '  guest  of  a  day,'  for  he  lingers  a  few 
«hort  hours,  and  then  oblivion  covers  him  as 
with  a  garment.    He  is  also  a  '  traveller  jour- 
neying to  a  distant  land.'    He  passes  on, 
sleepless  and  watchful,  with  scarce  a  moment 
given  him  to  snatch  the  means  of  subsistence, 
and  dischcirge  the  relative  duties  of  his  station. 
Death,  hurries  him  away.     How  much,  there- 
fore, are  we  called  upon  to  provide  every  re- 
quisite for  the  journey — that  is,  the  virtues 
.  which  beseem  and  support  the  Christian.   To 
your  second  question,  *  What  man  is  like  V 
I  answer,  that  he  resembles  a  sheet  of  ice, 
which  the  heat  of  noon  certainly  and  rapidly 
dissolves.     Thus  man,  mixed  up  of  gross  and 
elementary  particles,   by  the   fervor  of  his 
own  infirmities,  quickly  falls  into  corruption. 
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Moreover^  he  Is  like  an  apple  hanging  upon, 
its  parent  stem.  The  exterior  is  fair^  and 
promises  a  rich  maturity — but  there  is  a  worm 
preying  silently  within  :  ere  long  it  drops  to 
the  earth,  perforated  and  rotten  at  the  core*. 
Whence,  then,  arises  human  pride  ? — The  third 
query  is, '  Where  is  man  V  I  reply,  in  a  state 
of  multifarious  war,  for  he  has  to  contend 
against  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil. 
Your  fourth  demand  was,  '  Withjwhom  is  he 
associated  t'  With  seven  troublesome  com- 
panions, which  continually  beset  and  torment 
him.  These  are,  hunger,  thirst,  heat,  cold, 
weariness,  infirmity,  and  death.  Arm,  there- 
fore, the  soul  against  the  devil,  the  world,  and 
the  flesh,  whose  wars  are  divers  seductive 
temptations.  Various  preparations  are  need- 
ful for  an  effectual  resistance.  The  flesh  tempts 
us  with  voluptuousness ;  the  world,  by  the 
gratifications  of  vanity  —and  the  devil,  by  the 
suggestions   of  pride.       If,  then,  the  flesh 

*  "  An  evil  tonl,  prodacing  boljr  witness/ 
Is  like  u.  TilUin  with  a  smiling  cheek; 
A  goodhf  apple  rotten  at  the  heart" 

Shakspeare,  Mereh,  of  Venice,  Act  I.  Se.  $. 
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tempt  thee»  remember,  that  though  ike  day 
and  the  hour  be  unknown,  it  must  soon  return 
into  its  primitive  dust;  and,  remember  yet 
more,  that  eternal  punishment  awaits  thy  de- 
reliction from  virtue.  So,  in  the  second  chap* 
ter  of  the  book  of  Wisdom, '  Our  body  shall 
become  dust  and  ashes.'  It  follows,  that  after 
these  passages  of  mortal  life,  oblivion  shall  be 
our  portion-r-we,  and  our  deeds,  alike  shall 
be  forgotten.  The  recollection  of  this,  will 
often  oppose  a  barrier  to  temptation,  and  pre- 
vent its  clinging  with  fatal  tenacity  to  the 
heart.  If  the  vanity  of  the  world  allure  thee, 
reflect  upon  its  ingratitude,  and  thou  wilt  be 
little  desirous  of  becoming  bound  to  it.  And 
though  thou  shouldest  dedicate  thy  whole 
life  to  its  service,  it  will  permit  thee  to  carry 
off  nothing  but  thy  sins.  This  may  be  exem- 
plified by  the  fable  of  the  partridge.  A  par- 
tridge, anxious  for  the  safety  of  her  young,  on 
the  approach  of  a  sportsman,  ran  before  him^ 
feigning  herself  wounded,  in  order  to  draw 
him  from  her  nest.  The  sportsman,  crediting 
this  appearance,  eagerly  followed.  But  she 
lured  him  on,  until  he  had  entirely  lost  sight 
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of  the  nest,  and  th€A  rapidly  flew  away.  Tbti& 
die  Bporlsnan,  deceived  by  the  bird's  artifice, 
obtained  Oftly  his  labour  for  his  pains.  (SI) 
So  is  it  with  the  world.  The  sportsman  who 
approaches  the  nest,  is  the  good  Christian, 
nHio  acquires  food  and  clothing  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow.  The  world  calls,  and  holds  out 
die  temptation,  which  his  frailty  eamiot  re- 
sist. She  tells  him  that  if  he  follow  her,  he 
will  attain  the  desire  of  his  heart.  Thus  he  is 
gradually  removed  firom  the  love  of  Qod,  and 
from  works  of  goodness.  Deat^  comes  and 
bears  on  his  pale  steed  the  deceived  und  mise'- 
rable  bankrupt.  See  how  the  world  rewanis  its- 
votaries  !  (32)  So,  in  the  second  Chapter  of 
James, ''  The  whole  world  is  placed  in  evil ;  is 
composed  of  the  pride  of  life,"  &c.  In  the 
third  place«  if  the  devil  tempt  thee,  remember 
Christ^s  s<»rrows  and  sufferings, — a  thought, 
which  pride  cannot  surely  resist.  *'  Put  on,*' 
says  the  Apostle, ''  the  whole  armour  of  €bd, 
that  ye  may  stand  fast.''  Solinus  (33)  tells 
us  (speaking  of  the  wonders  of  the  world) 
that  Alexander  had  a  certain  horse  which  he 
called  Bucephalus.    When  this  animal  was 
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armed,  and  prepared  for  battle,  he  would  per^ 
mit  no  one  but  Alexander  to  mount;  and 
if  anoliier  attempted  it,  he  presently  threw 
him.  But  in  the  trappings  of  peace,  he  made 
no  resistance,  monnt  him  who  would.  Thus  a 
man,  armed  by  the  passion  of  our  Lord,  re* 
eehres  none  into  his  heart  but  Qod ;  and  if 
the  temptations  of  the  devil  strire  to  sit 
there,  they  are  cast  violently  down.  Without 
this  armour,  it  is  open  to  every  temptation. 
Let  us  then  study  to  clothe  ourselves  with 
virtue  diat  we  may  at  length  come  to  the  gloty 
efOod. 


TALE    XXXVn. 


OP  LIFTING  UP  THE  MIND  TO  HEAVEN. 


Pliny  (34)  mentions  the  story  of  an  eagle 
that  had  built  her  nest  upon  a  lofty  rock. 
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whose  young  a  kind  of  serpent  called  Ferna 
(35)  attempted  to  destroy.  But  finding  that 
they  were  beyond  her  reach,  she  stationed 
herself  to  windward  and  emitted  a  large  quan- 
tity of  poisonous  matter,  so  as  to  infect  the 
atmosphere  and  poison  the  young  birds.  But 
the  eagle,  led  by  the  unerring  power  of  in- 
stinct, took  this  precaution.  She  fetched  a 
peculiar  sort  of  stone  called  Achates,  (36> 
which  she  deposited  in  that  quarter  of  the 
fiest,  which  was  opposite  to  the  wind ;  and 
the  stone,  by  virtue  of  certain  occult  proper- 
ties which  it  possessed,  prevented  the  mali- 
cious intentions  of  the  serpent  from  taking 
eflTect. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  eagle  is  any  man  of  quick 
perception  and  aspiring  mind.  The  young 
birds  are  good  works,  which  the  devil— that 
is,  the  serpent — endeavours  to  destroy  by 
temptation.  The  rock  on  which  the  eagle 
built,  is  Christ* 
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TALE    XXXVIII. 


OF  THE  PRECAUTION  NECESSARY  TO 
PREVENT  ERROk. 


In  the  reign  of  the  en^)eror  Henry  II.,  a  cer- 
tain city  was  besieged  by  its  enemies.  Before 
they  had  reached  its  walls,  a  dove  alighted  in 
the  city,  around  whose  neck  a  letter  was  sus- 
pended which  bore  the  following  inscription. 
"  The  generation  of  dogs  is  at  hand;  it  will 
prove  a  quarrelsome  breed ;  procure  aid,  and 
defend  yourselves  resolutely  against  it," 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  dove  is  the  Holy  Spirit, 
which  thus  descended  on  Christ. 


VOL.  I. 
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TALE   XXXIX. 


OP  RECONCILIATION  BETWEEN  GOD  AND 

MAN. 


The  Roman  annals  say^  such  discord  existed 
between  two  brothers,  that  one  of  them  mali- 
ciously laid  waste  the  lands  of  the  other.  The 
emperor  Julius  (37)  having  heard  of  this,  de- 
termined to  punish  the  offender  capitally. 
The  latter,  therefore,  understanding  what  was 
meditated,  went  to  the  brother  whom  he  had 
injured,  and  besought  forgiveness;  at  the 
same  time  requesting  that  he  would  screen 
him  from  the  emperor's  vengetoce.  But  they 
who  were  present  at  the  interview,  rebuked 
him,  and  declared  that  he  deserved  punish-' 
ment  not  pardon.  To  which  he  made  the  fol* 
lowing  reply.    ''  That  prince  is  not  worthy  of 
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regard  who  in  war  assumes  the  gentleness  of 
a  lamb,  but  in  peace  puts  on  the  ferocity  of  a 
lion  *•  Although  my  brother  should  not  incline 
towards  me,  yet  wilil  endeavour  to  conciliate 
him.  For  the  injury  I  did  him  is  sufficiently 
avenged  in  my  repentance  and  bitterness  of 
heart.'*  This  view  of  the  case  appeased  the 
emperor,  and  restored  peace  between  himself 
and  his  Wother. 


APFUCATION. 

My  beloved,  these  two  brothers  are  the 
sons  of  God  and  man ;  between  whom  there 
is  discord  as  often  as  man  conmiits  a  mortal 
sin.    The  emperor  is  God. 

*  **  In  peace,  there's  notbiog  so  becomes  a  man. 
As  modest  stillness  and  humilitj : 
But  when  the  blast  of  war  blows  in  oar  e<ri. 
Then  imitate  the  action  of  the  tiger." 

Shakspeare,  Asm  F.  Aist  III.  Sc.  1. 
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TALE    XL. 


OF  THE  BCEASURE  OF  TEBfPTATION^  ANI> 
OF  SKILL. 


Macbobius  relates,  (38)  that  a  certain  soK 
dier,  in  consequence  of  something  he  had  wit- 
nessedy  suspected  his  wife  of  transferring  ber 
affections  from  himself  to  another.  He  inter- 
rogated her  on  the  subject,  but  she  vehemently 
and  loudly  denied  it.  Not  satisfied  with  her 
asseverations,  the  soldier  enquired  for  a  cun- 
ning clerk;  and  having  found  such  as  he 
wanted,  he  proposed  -to  him  the  question 
which  disturbed  his  rest.  The  clerk  answered, 
"  Unless  t  am  permitted  to  see  and  converse 
with  the  lady,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  de- 
cide." '*  I  pray  you,  then,"  said  the  soldier, 
*'  dine  with  me  to-day,  and  I  will  give  you 
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the  opportunity  you  require/'  Accordingly 
the  clerk  went  to  the  soldier's  house  to  dinner- 
The  meal  being  concluded^  our  clerk  entered 
into  conversation  with  the  suspected  lady,  and 
spoke  to  heron  various  topics.  Thisdone* 
he  took  hold  of  her  hand ;  and,  as  if  acciden- 
tally,  pressed  his  finger  upon  her  pulse. 
Then,  in  a  careless  tone,  adverting  to  the 
person  whom  she  was  presumed  to  love,  her 
pulse  immediately  quickened  to  a  surprizing 
degree,  and  acquired  a  feverish  heat.  By  and 
by  the  clerk  mentioned  her  husband,  and 
spoke  of  him  in  much  the  same  way  as  he  had 
done  of  the  other ;  when  the  motion  of  her 
pulse  abated,  and  its  heat  was  entirely  lost. 
Whereby  he  plainly  perceived  that  her  affec- 
tions were  alienated ;  and,  moreover,  that  they 
were  placed  upon  the  very  person  respecting 
whom,  she  had  been  accused.  Thus,  by  the 
management  of  a  learned  clerk,  the  soldier 
ascertained  the  truth  of  his  suspicion. 


■   ,    '■,   c    ' 


i       w 


/  /      '       V  V. 
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APPLICATION* 

My  beloredy  the  soldier  is  Christ,  who, 
having  warred  in  our  behalf  against  the  devil, 
was  joined  to  the  soul  in  baptism,  whieh  is 
emblemed  hj  the  wife.  That  wife  too  often 
regards  another— that  is,  the  world.  As  the 
motion  of  the  pulse  revealed  the  lady's  at- 
tachment, so  does  the  beating  of  the  heart, 
our  love  of  worldly  vanities. 


TALE    XLI. 


OF  THE  CONQUESTS  AND  CHAAITY  OF  OUR 
LORD. 


C0SDRAS9  king  of  the  Athenians,  (39)  having 
declared  war  against  the  Ddrians,  assembled 
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an  anajTy  and  despatched  messengert  to  the 
oracle  of  Apollo,  to  ascertain  the  fortune  of 
the  engagement.  The  god  answered,  '^  that 
the  party  whose  chief  fdl  by  the  sword  of  the 
endmy,  should  win  the  fidd.**  The  DorjlanSf 
also,  understanding  the  response  of  the  ora- 
cle, strictly  enjoined  their  soldiers  to  spare 
the  life  of  Cosdras ;  but  the  king,  disguising 
himself  in  the  habit  of  a  slave,  cut  his  way 
'  into  the  heart  of  the  hostile  army.  The  enemy, 
perceiving  the  extreme  audacity  of  a  single 
man,  armed  only  with  a  sabre,  yet  fighting 
valiantly  and  effectively  in  the  very  midst  of 
them,  turned  all  their  attack  upon  the  warrior, 
and  with  some  difficulty  slew  him.  Thus,  by 
a  remarkable  effort  of  patriotism,  he  enabled 
his  oonntry  to  triuniph  over  its  enemies ;  and 
his  death,  on  one  side  so  fatal  in  its  conse* 
quences,  was  bewailed  not  less  by  the  adverse 
hosty  than  by  his  own  subjects* 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  thus  did  our  blessed  Lord,  by 
t^  pre-determined  counsel  of  God,  die  to  libe. 


d  by  Google 


Ut  OF  WANT  OF  CHARITT. 

rate  majikiiid  from  their  urorst  enemies.  As 
Cosdras  changed  his  regal  state  for  the  homi- 
liating  garb  of  a  servaat^  so  did  Christ  put  on 
mortality^  and  bj  his  death  triumphed  oyer 
pur  demoniacal  foes. 


TALE    XLIL 


OF  WANT  OP  CHAEITT^ 


Valerius  riscords^  (40)  that  thei^  once  atood 
in  the  city  of  Rome  a  very  lofty  column^  on 
which  a  certain  person  inscribed  fo«r  letters, 
three  times  repeated.  Three  P*8,  three  S's, 
three  R^s,  and  three  Ps.  When  the  letters 
had  attracted  atteAtion,  he  exclaimed, ''  Woe, 
woe,  to  the  eternal  city."  The  nobles,  hear- 
ing what  had  been  done,  said  to  }iim,  *■  A^* 
ter,  let  us  i^nderstand  thy  ooi^oett/^     H^  an^ 


d  by  Google 


OP  WANT  OF  CHARITY.  153 

twered,  the  meaning  of  the  inscription  is  this  : 
"  Pater  patriae  perditur.**  [The  father  of  his 
country  is  lost.]  '*  Sapientia  secum  sustolii- 
tnr/'  [Wisdom  has  departed  with  him.] 
'*  Rnunt  reges  Rom®."  [The  kings  of  Rome 
perish.]  "  Ferro,  flamma,  fame."  [By  the 
sword^  by  fire,  by  famine.]  The  event  after- 
wards fully  approved  the.yeracity  of  the  pre- 
diction. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved/  spiritually  speaking,  the  fa- 
ther of  his  country  is  Charity,  which  is  the  re- 
sult of  love  to  God ;  when  that  is  lost,  wis- 
dom also  departs.  Hence,  the  kings  of  the 
^irth  fall ;  and  the  sword,  fire,  and  dearth, 
devour  mankind.* 


h5 
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TALE  XUII. 


OF  CHRIST,  WHO,  BY  HIS  PASSION,  PELI- 
YBHBD  US  FROM  HELL. 


In  the  middle  of  Rome^  iiket%  was  once  an  im- 
mense cfaasm^  which  no  hiiman  efforts  could 
fill  np.  The  go<]|»  being  questioned  relatiire  to 
this  extraordinary  circumstance,  made  answer^ 
'*  That  unless  a  man  could  be  found  who  would 
voluntarily  commit  himself  to  the  gulf,  it 
would  remaia  unclosed  for  ever."  Proclama- 
tions were  sent  forth,  signifying  lliat  he  who 
was  willing  to  offer  himself  a  sacrifice  for  the 
good  of  his  country,  should  appear — ^but  not 
a  man  ventured  to  declare  himself.  At  length 
Marcus  Aurelins  (41)  said,  "  If  ye  will  permit 
me  to  live  as  I  please  during  the  space  of  one 
whole  year,  I  will  cheerfully  surrender  myself, 
at  the  end  of  it,  to  the  yawning  chasm."    The 
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Romans  aitented  with  joy,  and  Aureltos  in* 
dii}ged  for  that  year  in  every  wish  of  his 
heart.  Then  mounting  a  noble  steed,  he  rode 
fnrionsly  into  the  abyss,  which,  with  a  dread- 
ful crash,  immediately  closed  over  him. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  Rome  is  the  world,  in  the  cen- 
tre  of  which,  before  the  nativity  of  ^Christ,  was 
the  gulf  of  hell,  yawning  for  our  immortal 
souls.  Christ  plunged  into  it,  and  by  so  doing 
ransomed  the  human  race. 


TALE    XtlV. 


OP  ENVY. 


Before  Tiberius  ascended  the  throne  he  was 

remarkable  for  his  wisdom.    His  eloquence 

h6 
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was  of  the  most  p^rsiiaBiTe  clraracter,  and  hi% 
military  operations  inrariably.  9ucceti;^»L 
But  wfaea  he  became  emperor  his  nftAure  seem^ 
ed  to  hare  undergone  a  perlBect  reY<^lution< 
All  martial  enterprises  were  abandoned^  and 
the  nation  groaned  beneath  his  relentless  and 
perserering  tyranny.*  He. put  to  death  his 
own  sons,  and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he  should  spare  others.  The  pa- 
tricians threatened,  and  the  people  cursed 
him.  ,  Formerly,  he  had  been  noted  for  tem- 
perance ;  but  now  he  shewed  himself  the  most 
intemperate  of  a  dissolute  age ;  insomuch 
that  he  obtained  the  surname  of  Bacchus.  (42) 
It  happened  that  a  certain  artificer  fabricated 
a  plate  of  glass,  which  being  exhibited  to  the 
emperor,  he  attempted,  but  inefiectually,  to 
break  it  It  bent,  however,  beneath  his  efforts, 
and  the  artificer,  applying  a  hammer  and  work- 
ing upon  the  glass  as  upon  copper,  presently 
restored  it  to  its  level.  Tiberius  inquired  by 
what  art  this  was  eflfected ;  and  the  other  re- 
plied, that  it  was  a  secret  not  to  be  disclosed. 
Immediately  1»  was  ordered  to  the  block,  the 
emperor  alleging,  that  if  such  an  art  should  be 
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ptactfeed,  gold  and  sibrer  uronld  be  reckoned 
asiiotlung.  (43) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  Tiberius  is  any  man  who  in 
poverty  is  humble  and  virtuous,  but  raised  to 
affluence  forgets  every  honest  feeling.  The 
artificer  is  any  poor  man  who  presents  the  rich 
with  unacceptable  gifts. 


TALE    XLV. 


OF  THS  GOOD,  WHO  ALOKS  WILL  SNTB& 
THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAYBK. 


There  was  a  wise  and  rich  king  who  possess- 
ed a  beloved,  but  not  a  loving  wife.  She  had 
three  illegitimate  sons  who  proved  ungrateful 
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due  time  she  brought  forth  another  son,  whose 
legitimacy  was  undisputed ;  and  after  arriving 
at  a  good  old  age,  he  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  royal  sepulchre  of  his  fathers.  But  the 
death  of  the  old  king  caused  great  strife 
amongst  his  sunriying  sons,  about  the  right  of 
succession.  All  of  them  advanced  a  claim* 
and  none  would  relinquish  it  to  the  other ;  the 
three  first,  presuming  upon  their  priority  in 
bir(h,  and  the  last  upon  his  legitimacy.  In 
this  strait,  they  agreed  to  refer  the  absolute 
decision  of  their  cause  to  a  certain  honourable 
soldier  of  the  late  king.  When  this  person, 
therefore, heard  their  difference,  he  said,''  Fol* 
low  my  advice,  and  it  will  greatly  benefit  you. 
Draw  from  its  sepulchre  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased monarch  ;  prepare,  each  of  you,  a  bow 
and  single  shaft,  and  whosoever  transfixes  the 
heart  of  his  fietther,  shall  obtain  the  kingdom.** 
The  counsel  was  approved,  the  body  was  taken 
from  its  repository  and  bound  naked  to  a  tree. 

*  it  11  fisted  b  te  fin t  bd«k  of  flerodotnt,  fhat  tbe  PersiaSt 
•onndired  a  rabettioiit  §on  ii»d««bledlj  fllefpthomta.  Thlp  It 
another  itrong  proof  of  the  oriental  stmcture  of  tbeae  ttoriet. 
See  Tale  XXVI. 
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The  arrow  of  the  first  son  wounded  the  king's 
right  hand — on  which,  as  if  the  contest  were 
determined,  they  proclaimed  him  heir  to  the 
throne.  But  the  second  arrow  went  nearer, 
and  entered  the  mouth ;  so  that  he  too  consi- 
dered himself  the  undoubted  lord  of  the  king- 
dom. However,  the  third  perforated  the  heart 
itself,  and  consequently  imagined  that  his 
claim  was  fully  decided,  and  his  succession 
sure.  It  now  came  to  the  turn  of  the  fourth 
and  last  son  to  shoot ;  but  instead  of  fixinghis 
shah  to  the1)0W-string,  and  preparing  for  the 
trial,  he  broke  forth  into  a  lamentable  cry, 
and  with  eyes  swimming  in  tears,  <aid,  ''  Oh ! 
my  poor  father ;  have  I  then  lived  to  see  you 
the  victim  of  an  impious  contest  ?  Thine  own 
offspring  lacerate  thy  unconscious  clay?— 
Far,  oh !  far  be  it  from  me  to  strike  thy  vene- 
rated form,  whether  living  or  dead.**  No  sooner 
had  he  uttered  these  words,  than  the  nobles  of 
the  realm,  together  with  the  whole  people, 
unanimously  elected  him  to  the  throne ;  and 
depriving  the  three  barbarous  wretches  of 
their  rank  and  wealth,  expelled  them  for  ever 
from  the  kingdom.  (44) 
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APPLICATION* 

My  beloved^  that  wise  and  rich  king  is  the 
King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  joined 
himself  to  our  flesh,  as  to  a  beloved  wife. 
But  going  after  other  gods,  it  forgot  the  love 
due  to  him  in  return^  and  brought  forth  by 
an  illicit  connection,  three  sons,  viz.  Pagans, 
Jews,  and  Heretics.  The  first,  wounded  the 
right  hand — that  is,  the  doctrine  of  Christ  by 
persecutions.  The  second,  the  mouth — when 
they  gave  Christ  vinegar  and  gall  to  drink  ; 
and  the  third,  wounded,  and  continue  to  wound 
the  Aearif,— while  they  strive,  by  every  sophis- 
tical objection,  to  deceive"  the  faithful.  The 
fourth  son  is  any  good  Christian. 
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TALE    XLYL 


OF  MORTAL  SINS. 


Julius  relates^  that  in  the  month  of  May  a 
certain  man  entered  a  grove,  in  which  stood 
seven  beautiful  trees  in  leaf.  The  leaves  so 
much  attracted  him^  that  he  collected  more 
than  he  bad  strength  to  carry.  On  this^  three 
men  came  to  his  assistance,  who  led  away 
both  the  man  and  the  load  beneath  which  he 
laboured.  As  he  went  out  he  fell -into  a  deep 
pit,  and  the  extreme  weight  upon  his  shoul- 
ders sank  him  to  the  very  bottom. — ^The  same 
author  also  relates,  in  his  history  of  animals, 
that  if,  after  a  crow  had  built  her  nest,  you 
wished  to  binder  her  from  hatching  her  eggs, 
place  between  the  bark  and  the  tree  a  quantity 
of  pounded  glass  * ;  and  as  long  as  it  remained 
in  that  situation,  she  would  never  bring  off 
her  young. 

*  Cineres;  askss  of  glass. 
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APPLICATION. 


My  beloved,  the  grove  is  the  world,  wherein 
are  many  trees,  pleasant  indeed  to  the  eye, 
but  putting  forth  only  mortal  sins.  With 
these,  man  loads  himself.  The  three  men, 
who  brought  assistance,  are,  the  devil,  the 
world,  and  the  flesh  :  the  pit  is  hell. — ^Again, 
the  crow  is  the  devil ;  the  nest  the  heart ; 
which  he  too  frequently  inhabits.  The  pounded 
glass  is  the  remembrance  of  our  latter  end : 
the  tree  is  the  soul,  aiid  the  bark  is  the  human 
body. 


TALE  XL VII. 


OF  THREB  KIKG8. 


A  Danish  king  had  the  greatest  reverence 
for  the  three  Eastern  potentates  (45)  whom 
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ihe  star  led  to  Jerusalem  on  the  nativity  pf 
our  blessed  Lord;  and  he  was  usually  in  the 
habit  of  iuToking  them  to  his  aid  upon  any 
dilemma.     The  pious  king  set  out  with  a 
great  company  to  the  place  where  the  bodies 
of  these  sainted  kings  are  preserved   with 
great  splendour,  taking  with  him  three  golden 
crowns,  constructed  after  a  wonderful  and 
royal  fashion.    As  he  returned  to  his  own 
dominions,  he  fell  into  a  deep  sleep ;  and 
dreamt  that  he  beheld  the  three  kings  beai^ 
ing  upon  their  heads  the  crowns  he   had 
lately  presented,  from  whence  issued  a  daz- 
zling lustre.    Each  appeared  to  address  him 
in  turn.    The  first,  and  the  older  of  the  three 
said,  **  My  brother,  thou  hast  happily  arrived 
hither,  and  happily  shalt  thou  return."    7?he 
next  said,  ^'  Thou  hast  offeied  much,  but 
more  shalt  thou  carry  back  with  thee/'    The 
third  said,  "  My  brother,  thou  art  faithful : 
therefore  with  us  shalt  thou  conjointly  reign 
in  heaven  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years.'* 
Then  the  elder  presented  to  him  a  pyx  (46) 
filled  with  gold;— i"  Receive,"  said  he,   "  a 
treasury  of  wisdom,  by  which  thou  wilt  judge 
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thy  people  with  equity."    The  seeond  pre- 
sented a  pyx  of  myrrh^  and  said^  '^  Receive 
the  myrrh  of  prudence,  which  will  bridle  the 
deceitful  workings  of  the  flesh:  for  he  beat 
governs,  who  is  master  of  himself."  The  third 
brought  a  pyx  full  of  frankincense,  sayii^, 
^'  Receive  the  frankincense  of  devotion  and 
clemency;  for  thus  shalt  thou  relieve  and 
soothe  the  wretched.    And  as  the  dew  moist- 
ens the  herbage  and  promotes  a  large  increase 
of  fertility,  so  the  clemency  of  a  king  lifts  him 
to   the  stars."  (47)    The  sleeping  monarch, 
^surprised  at  the  distinctness  and  singularity 
of  his  vision,  suddenly  awoke,  and  found  the  , 
pyxes,  with  their  rich  contents,  deposited  by 
his  side.    Returning  to  his  own  kingdom,  he 
devoutly  fulfilled  the  purport  of  his  dream, 
and  on  the  conclusion  of  this  transitory  life, 
enjoyed,    as    he    deserved,   an     everlasting 
throne.  • 


APPLICATION. 

'    My  beloved,  the  Danish  king  is  any  good 
Christian  who  brings  three  crowns  to  three 
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holy  kings — that  is,  to  the  Father>  Son  and 
Holy  Ohost.  These  crowns  are,  faith,  hope, 
and  charity*  The  pyx  of  gold,  is  a  heart  fall 
of  virtues ;  that  of  myrrh,  typifies  repentance ; 
imd  the  pyx  of  frankincense  denotes  the  Grace 
ofOod. 


TALE    XLVIIL 


OF  THE  END  OF  SINNERS. 


DioMYsius  records,  that  when  Perillus  de« 
sired  to  become  an  artificer  of  Phalaris,  a 
cruel  and  tyrannical  king  who  depopulated 
the  kingdom,  and  was  guilty  of  many  dread- 
ful excesses,  he  presented  to  him,  already  too 
well  skilled  in  cruelty,  a  brazen  bull,  which 
be  had  just  constructed.  In  one  of  its  sides 
there  was  a  secret  door,  by  which  those  who 
were  sentenced  should  enter  and  be  burnt  to 


d  by  Google 


t66  W  THE  END  OF  SINKERS. 

f 

death.    The  idea  was»  that  the  sounds  pro^ 
duced  by  the  agony  of  the  sufferer  confined 
within,  should  resemUe  the  roaring  of  a  bull  ; 
and  thus,  while  nothing  human  struck  the 
ear,  the  mind  should  be  unimpressed  by  a 
feeling  of  mercy.    The  king  highly  applauded 
the  inyention,  and  said,  "  Friend,  the  value 
of  thy  industry  is  yet  untried:  more  cruel 
even  than  the  people  account  me,  thou  thyself 
shalt  be  the  first  victim." — Indeed,  there  is  no 
law  more  equitable,  than  that  the  artificer  of 
death  should  perish  by  his  own  devices,  as 
Quidius  has  observed.  (48) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  sufferer  is  any  evil-worker 
who  will  finally  suffer  for  the  exertion  of  his 
iniquitous  practices. 
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TALE  XLIX- 


OF  THE  ILLUSIONS  OF  THE  DEVIL. 


Paulus,  the  historian  of  the  Longobardi  (49) 
relates,  that  ConaB,  king  of  the  Hungarians, 
trhile  besieging  a  castle  in  the  town  of  Ju- 
lius, (50)  perceived  upon  the  walls,  Rosinella, 
duchess  of  that  place,  a  very  beautiful  and 
accomplished  woman,  with  her  whole  family, 
consisting  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
He  entered  into  conversation  with  her,  and 
proposed,  that  if  she  would  marry  him,  he 
Would  bestow  upon  her  the  castle  which  she 
was  defending.  The  lady  acquiesced ;  but  the 
sons,  indignant  at  the  treacherous  conduct  of 
their  mother,  fled  together^  Conan,  however, 
adhering  to  his  promise,  married  the  duchess 
on  the  following  day.  But  the  next  morning 
after  the  nuptials,  he  delivered  her  to  twelve 


d  by  Google 


l6a     07  THE  IXiLUStaKS  OF  tHE  DEVILS 

Hungarian  soldiers  to  be  abused  and4nocked ; 
and  on  the  third  day,  he  commanded  her  ta 
be  stabbed,  and  transfixed  from  the  throat 
downward,  observing,  **  that  a  wife  who  be- 
trayed her  country  to  gratify  her  evil  pas- 
sions, ought  to  possess  such  a  husband/* 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  Conan  is  the  devil,  who  be-* 
sieged  a  castle,  that  is,  the  human  heart. 
Rosinella  is  ^ny  woman  who  wanders  from 
the  path  of  rectitude.  The  children  are  those 
virtues  which  leave  the  breast  when  evil  en* 
ters ;  and  the  Hungarian  soldiers  are  the  vices 
into  which  it  falls. 
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TALE  L. 


OF  PRAISE  DUE  TO  A  JUST  JUDGE. 


Valerius  informs  us,  that  the  emperor  Zelon- 
gus  made  a  law,  by  which,  if  any  one  abused 
a  yirgin  he  should  lose  both  his  eyes.  It 
happened  that  his  only  son  trespassed  in  this 
manner  with  the  daughter  of  a  certain  widow, 
who  immediately  hastened  into  the  presence 
of  the  emperor,  and  spoke  thus  ;  "  My  Lord, 
you  have  righteously  decreed,  that  he  who 
defiles  a  yirgin  shall  lose  his  sight.  Your 
only  son  has  dishonoured  my  daughter ;  com- 
mand him  to  be  punished."  These  words 
greatly  distressed  the  emperor,  but  he  gave 
instant  orders  respecting  the  punishment  of 
his  son.  On  this,  two  noblemen  observed: 
"  The  young  man  is  your  only  child,  and^heir 

VOL.  I.  I 
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to  the  throne :  it  were  impious,  if  for  this  he 
should  lose  his  eyes."  The  emperor  answered, 
/'  Is  it  not  evident  to  you,  that  I  myself  or- 
dained this  yery  law  ?  disgrsu^ef ul  as  the  occa- 
sion is,  it  may  break  my  heart,  but^not  my 
resolution.  My  son  has  been  the  first  to 
transgress  the  law,  and  therefore,  shall  be  the 
first  to  undergo  the  penalty."  *'  Sire,"  said 
the  noblemen,  "  let.ug  implore  you,  for  the 
sake  of  Heaven,  to  forgive  the  errors  of  your 
child."  Somewhat  subdued  by  the  urgency 
of  tb^ir  entreaties,  the^  emperor,  afte^  a  mo- 
ment's paucfe,  Atid,  '^  My  firiendsj  listen  to 
me :  my  eye^  are  th?  eyes  of  my  i^on;  and  his, 
are  in  Uke  mwner«  mine.  Pluck  put,  there- 
fore, my  right  eye>  and  let  him  s\ucrender  his 
left  \  thus,  the  law  will  be  satisfied."  The 
paternal  affection  of  the  emperor  was  indulg- 
ed, and  the  whole  kingdom  extolled  the  pru- 
dence and  justice  of  their  prince^  ($1) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  Christ;  the 
eyes  are  divine  grace,  and  eternal  h«4[>pine6s, 
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whieh  1i6  who  sinned  would  have  totdly  lost, 
had  not  the  compassion  and  consequent  suf- 
ferings of  the  Son  of  God,  meliorated  the 
condign  punishment. 


TALE    LI. 


OF  EXTORTION. 


JosEPHus  mentions^  that  Tiberius  CsBsar,  in- 
quiring why  the  governors  of  provinces  re- 
mained so  long  in  office,  was  answered  by 
an  example.  **  I  have  seen/'  said  the  res- 
pondent, **  an  infirm  man  covered  with  ulcers, 
grievously  tormented  by  a  swarm  of  flies. 
When  asked  why  he  did  not  use  a  flap  and 
drive  off  his  tormentors,  he  answered,  '  The 
very  circumstance  which  you  think  would  re- 
i2 
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lieve  me,  would,  in  effect,  promote  tenfold 
suffering.  For  by  driving  away  the  flies  now 
saturated  with  my  blood,  I  should  afford  an 
opportunity  to  those  that  were  empty  and 
hungry  to  supply  their  place.  And  who 
doubts  that  the  biting  of  a  hungry  insect  is 
not  ten  thousand  times  more  painful  than  that 
of  one  completely  gorged,— unless  the  person 
attacked,  be  stone,  and  not  flesh.*  "  (52) 

.'II 

APPtlCATlON. 

My  beloved,  governors  who  are  already  en- 
riched by  plunder,  are  less  likely  to  continue 
their  oppression  than  they  who  are  poor  and 
needy. 

,     '  .  f     •    .-r 

;»i  •>  »    ,  •••^•^i     •    •  *    *  .■*!,...,]• 
\    • 
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TALE    LIL 


OP  FI1>BLITT. 


Valebius  (53)  records,  that  Fabius  redeemed 
certain  captives  by  the  promise  of  a  sum  of 
money;  which  when  the  senate  refused  to 
confirm,  he  sold  all  the  property  he  possessed, 
and  with  the  produce  paid  down  the  stipu* 
lated  sum>  caring  less  ta  be  thought  poor  in 
lands  than  poor  in  honesty. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  Fabius  is  Christ,  who  at  the 
expence  of  life,  ransomed  mankind  from  eter- 
nal death. 


i3 
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TALE    LIII. 


OF  GOOD  RULBRS^  WHO  ARE  NOT  TO  BE 
CHANGED. 


VALEBrus  Maximns  (54)  states,  that  when 
all  the  Syracusans  desired  the  death  of  Dio- 
nyiius,  king  of  Sicily,  a  single  woman  every 
morning  entreated  the  gods  to  continue  his 
life,  and  his  sovereignty.  Dionysius,  sur- 
prised at  this  solitary  exception,  inquired  the 
reason.  She  answered,  '*  When  I  was  a  girl, 
and  governed  by  a  tyrant,  I  wished  for  his 
removal,  and  presently  we  obtained  a  worse 
instead.  Having  got  rid  of  him,  a  worse  still 
succeeded ;  and  therefore,  under  the  justifiable 
apprehension  that  your  place  may  be  filled 
up  by  a  very  devil,  I  pray  earnestly  for  your 
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longer  cdntinuatice  *.**     Dionysins,  hearing 
this,  gate  her  no  farther  trouble. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  be  not  desirous  of  change. 
God  is  merciful  and  gracious — ^be  content 
with  His  government. 


TALE  LIV. 


OF  A  CELBStlAL  KINGDOM. 


The  emperor  Frederic  constructed  a  curious 
marble  gate  at  the  entrance  of  Capua.  It 
stood  above  a  fountain  of  running  water ;  and 

*  The  Bentiment  is  similar  to  that  of  Shakspeare. 

'**  And  makes  as  rather  bear  those  ills  we  haye, 
*  Than  67  to  others  that  we  know  not  of."- 

Hamlet,  ActtlLSc.  1. 

i4 
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upon  it,  the  statues  of  the  emperor  and  two 
of  his  judges  were  sculptured.  In  a  half 
circle  over  the  head  of  the  right-hand  judge 
was  inscribed  as  follows,  **  He  who  regards 
his  own  safety  and  innocence,  let  him  enter 
here."  Similarly  over  the  head  of  the  left- 
hand  judge  appeared  this  scroll,  *'  Banish- 
ment or  imprisonment  is  the  doom  of  the  en- 
vious." In  a  semi-circle  over  the  emperor's 
head,  was  written,  "  Those  whom  I  made  mi- 
serable, I  recompensed."  In  like  manner, 
above  the  gate,  was  inscribed,  "  In  Caesar's 
reign,  I  became  the  guardian  of  the  king- 
dom." (55) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  God ;  the  mar- 
ble gate  is  the  Church,  which  is  placed  above 
a  running  fountain — that  is,  above  the  world, 
which  fleets  like  a  water-course.  The  judges 
indicate  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and  John 
the  Evangelist,  .^^      »**iO*bA.  • 
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TALE   LV. 


OF  THE  RSVOCATION  OF  A  BANISHED 
SINKER. 


A  CERTAIN  great  King  had  a  handsome  son^ 
who  proved  himself^  on  all  occasions,  wise> 
bold,  and  courteous.  The  same  King  had 
four  daughters  also,  whose  names  were  Justice^ 
Truth,  Mercy,  and  Peace.  Now  the  King, 
being  very  desirous  of  {urocuring  for  his  son, 
a  suitable  partner,  despatched  a  messenger  in 
search  of  a  beautiful  virgin,  to  whom  he  should 
be  united.  At  last,  the  daughter  of  the  King 
of  Jerusalem  was  selected,  and  married  to  the 
young  Prince,  who  was  much  struck  with  the 
beauty  of  his  bride.  At  this  time,  there  was 
in  the  court,  a  servant  whom  the  King  prin- 
cipally trusted,  and  to  whom  he  had  confided 
the  care  of  one  of  his  provinces^  This  man, 
I  5 
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in  return  for  the  benefits  accumulated  upon 
him,  seduced  the  lady,  and  wasted  the  coun- 
try over  which  h^  w^s  placed.  When  the 
husband,  therefore,  knew  of  his  wife's  infi- 
delity, he  was  overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  and 
repudiated  her  with  the  loss  of  every  honour. 
Thtis  circumstanced,  she  fell  into  extreme  po- 
verty ;  and,  reduced  to  despair  by  the  wretch- 
edness of  her  condition,  walked  from  place  to 
place,  begging  her  bread,  and  wishing  for  the 
death  that  came  not  to  her  relief.  But  at 
length,  the  husband,  compassionating  her 
distress,  sent  messengers  to  recall  her  to  his 
court.  •*  Come,  lady,"  they  said,  ♦*  come  in 
perfect  safety.  Thy  lord  wishes  thy  return-; 
fear  nothing.^  Yet  she  refused,  and  ex- 
claimed, •*  Tell  my  lord,  that  I  would  wil- 
lingly eome  to  him,  but  I  am  unable  to  do  so. 
If  he  ask  why,  say,  in  compliance  with  an  im- 
perious law.  If  a  man  marry,  and  his  wifle 
prove  an  aduttress,  he  shall  give  her  a  writing 
of  divorcement ;  but  from  that  hour,  she  can 
be  no  longer  his  wife.  To  me  such  a  writing 
has  been  given — for,  alas !  I  am  an  adultress : 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  return  to 
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my  lofd/^-— ''  BaV  replieit  the  mcteengevsi 
"  our  lord  is  greater  duui  the  law  which*  h^ 
made  hmself :  and  since  he  n  disposed  to 
shew  m«i)C]r  towards  you,  we  repeat,  that  yoa 
may  properly  compfy  with  hds  wiiAes^  secure 
from  far^r  punisfamen  tor  reproach." — "  How 
shall  I  know  thatr  said  the  kdy;  ''  if  my 
beloved  would  assure  me  of  it;  if  he  would 
deign  to  come  and  kiss  me  with  the  kiss  of 
his  lip,  then  should  I  feel  certain  of  fsvor." 

When  the  messengera  communicated  to  the 
Pnnce  what  had  passed  between  tbem  and 
bis  afflicted  wife,  he  called  together  thenoble^^ 
men  of  his  kingdom,  and  delibevated  upon 
the  measures  it  became  him  to  ad<q>t.  Af<* 
ter  mature  reflection,  they  determined  that 
some  man  of  experience  and  judgment^  shoiikl 
be  sent  to  persuade  her  to  return.  But  they 
who  anawered  this  description,  refused  to 
undertake  the  office ;  and'  the  husband^  in  his 
Gctremity>  despatched  oece  more  tbe'messen* 
gers,  whom  he  commissioned  to  speak  tbav : 
"What  can  I  do  for  you?  Theve  i»  not  a 
man  in  my  dominions  who  will  execute  my 
wishes  r  These  words  increased  the  anguish 
16 
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of  llie  unfortunate  lady;  and  she  w^  fait* 
terly.  Her  condition  was  related  to  the 
Prince,  and  he  earnestly  besought  his  father 
to  give  him  permission  to  bring  back  Ins  wife, 
and  to  assuage  her  sorrows.  The  King  ac- 
quiesced— "  Go,"  said  he,  "  go  now  in  thy 
might,  and  re-instate  her  in  the  seat  firom 
which  she  has  fallen."  The  messengers  were 
then  ordered  to  return  and  apprize  her  of  the 
purposed  visit  But  the  Prince's  elder  sister, 
that  is  to  say.  Justice,  understanding  what 
was  meditat«d,  hastened  to  her  father,  and 
said,  **  My  lord,  art  thou  just?  and  is  thy 
judgment  righteous  I  Is  it  fit  that  the  harlot 
should  i^ain  become  my  brother's  wife?  You 
properly  sanctioned  the  writing  of  divorce- 
ment; therefore,  to  the  law  let  her  appeal. 
And  if,  in  violation  of  justice,  you  act  thus, 
be  assured,  that  I  will  no  longer  be  accounted 
your  daughter."  The  second  sister,  who  was 
called  TfiCTH,  then  said, ''  My  father,  she  has 
spoken  truly.  You  have  adjudged  tUs  .wo- 
man an  adultress :  if  you  permit  her  to  return, 
you  destroy  the  very  essence  of  truth,  and 
therefore,  I  too,  will  no  more  fulfil  the  offices 
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of  a  dM^ter."  But  the  third  sister,  called 
M£acT,  hearing  what  had  been  said  by  the 
other  twO)  exclaimed,  ''  Oh,  my  lord,  I  also 
am  thy  daughter :  forgive  the  offence  of  this 
repentant  woman.  If  thou  wilt  not,  tbon 
abaadonest  Mercy,  and  she  will  nerer  again 
acknowledge  thee  her  father."  The  fourdi 
sister,  whose  name  was  Peace,  terrified  at  the 
discord  between  her  parent  and  sisters,  fled 
to  a  remote  comer  of  the  earth. 

Justice  and  'Truth,  however,  relinquished 
not  their  purpose ;  and,  putting  into  their  fa- 
ther's hands  a  naked  sword,  said,  **  My  lord, 
we  present  to  you  the  sword  of  Justice.  Take  it, 
and  strike  the  harlot  who  has  wronged  our  bro- 
ther.*' But  Mercy ,rushing  forward,  snatched  the 
weapon  from  their  grasp.  "  Enough,  enough,** 
cried  she,  "  long  have  you  reigned,  and  your 
inclinations  have  been  your  only  law.  Now 
forbear ;  it  is  fit  that  my  wishes  should  some- 
times be  listened  to.  Remember,  that  I  too> 
am  the  daughter  of  the  King."  To  this  Justice 
made,  answer,  **  Thou  hast  said  well :  we  have 
reigned  long :  and  long  will  we  preserve  our 
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authority*  But  why  ihonld  them  be  tiiis  di^ 
cord?  Call  o«r  biother,  who  ia  wisar  thaa 
lift  all ;  and  let  him  judge  between  u&''  The 
proposal  vras  assented  to.  They  shewed  him 
the  grounds  of  their  altercation,  and  ex-^ 
plained  how  Justice  and  Truth  pertinaciMfily 
demanded  the  infliction  of  the  law,  while 
Mercy  and  Peace  sought  a  free  forgiyaiess. 
''  My  bf^ved  sisters/'  sa«d  the  Prince,.  **  I 
am  little  satisfied  with  the  ftight  of  my  sister 
P^ace,  whom  your  unbeseeming  strife  has 
banished.  This  ought  not  to  be,  and  shall 
not.  And  as  for  my  adulterous  wifiev  I  am 
prepared  to  undergo  her  punishment  myself.'* 
— **  If  this  be  your  detetminalion,"  observed 
Justice^  *'  we  cannot  oppose  you,  my  brothts^/* 
Then  turning  towards  Mercy,  hesa¥l>/'  Use 
your  endeavour  to  restore  my  wife.  But  should 
I  rejoeive  her,  and  she  again  feUa,  do  y<m  de< 
sign  to  renew  your  intercession?" — **  Not,** 
said  the  other,  "  unless  she  be  truly  pm^ 
tent."  The  Prince  then  conducted  back,  hk 
sister  Peace^  and  cansed  each  of  1^,  otbers  ta 
embrace  her,  in  tunu    Concord  being  thus  v^ 
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eatabKsbed,  he  hastened  to  his  erring  wife. 
Skke  wae  received  with  every  hon<Mir»  and 
ended  her  days  in  peace.       ^ 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  King  is  our  heavenly  Fa^ 
ther ;  tho  son  is  Christ ;  and  th^  wife  is  the 
soul,  made  impuf  e,by  Connexion  with  the  devil. 


TALE    LVL 


Oi*  RBMBMBBRIKG  OISATH. 


A  CEUTAIN  Prince  derived  great  pka&ure 
from  the  chase.  It  happened,  on  one  occsb* 
sion,  that  a  merchant  accidentally  pursued 
the  same  path ;  and  observing  the  beauty,  af* 
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Ability,  and  splendour  of  the  Prince,  he  said 
in  his  heart;  **  Oh,  ye  heavenly  powers !  that 
man  has  received  too  many  favors.     He  is 
handsome,  bold,  and  graceful ;  and  even  his 
very  retinue  are  equipped  with  splendour  and 
comfort/'   Under  the  impression  of  such  feel- 
ings, he  addressed  himself  to  one  of  the 
attendants,  *'  My  friend,"  said  he,  "  is  your 
master  very  powerful  ?" — "  He  is,"  replied  the 
other,  **  the  despotic  lord  of  an  extensive  ter- 
ritory; his  treasury  is  filled  with  silver  and 
gold ;  and  his  slaves  are  exceedingly  nume* 
rous." — "  God  has  been  bountiful  to  him," 
said  the  merchant;  *'  he  is  more  beautiful 
than  any  one  I  ever  beheld ;  and  his  power 
vouches  for  his  wisdom."    Now  the  person 
with  whom  he  conversed,  related  all  that  the 
merchant  had  said,  to  his  master ;  and  as  the 
Prince  turned  homeward  about  the  hour  of 
vespers,  he  besought  the  merchant  to  tarry 
there  all  night.     The  entreaty  of  a  potentate 
isacotnmand;  and  the  merchant,  therefore, 
though  with  some  reluctance,  entered  the 
palace.    The  prodigious  display  of  wealth; 
the  number  pf  beautiful  h^ls,  ornameuted  in 
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every  part  with  gold>  surprized  and  delighted 
him.     But  supper-time  approached>  and  the 
merchant,  by  express  command  of  the  Prince, 
Vf^s  seated  at  his  own  table*    This  honor  so 
enraptured^  the  poor  tradesman,  that  he  se* 
cretly  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  Heaven !  the  Prince 
possesses  every  thing  liiat  his  heart  wishes ; 
he  has  a  beautiful  wife,  fair  daughters,  and 
brave  sons.    His  family  establishment  is  too 
extensive."     As  he  thus  thought,  the  meat 
was  placed  before  him ;  but  what  was  his  con* 
stemation  to  observe  that  it  was  deposited 
in  the  skull  of  a  human  being,  and  served 
from  thence  to  the  Prince  and  his  guests  on 
silver  dishes.     Horror-struck  at  what  he  saw, 
the  merchant  felt  as  if  his  own  head  must 
presently  make  part  of  the  same  diabolical 
service,  and  frequently  did  he  internally  ejacu- 
late, ''  I  am  a  dead  man !  I  am  a  dead  man !" 
In  the  meantime,  the  lady  of  the  man- 
sion comforted  him  as  much  as  she  could. 
The  night  passed  on,  and  he  was  shewn  into 
a  bed-chamber  hung  round  with  cauldrons ; 
and  in  one  corner  of  the  room  several  lights 
were  burning.    As  soon  as  he  had^  entered^ 
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the  door  was  fmstened  witiiout  ^  and  the  xu^ 
lucky  merchant  was  left  a  soltt^  prey  to  his 
own  increasing  terror.  Casting  his  eye«  around 
htm  in  despair,  he  distinguished  two  dead 
men  hanging  by  the  arms  from;  the  ceiUngf^ 
This  shocking  circumstance  so  agonized  him, 
that  the  cold  sweat  dropped  fromhis  brow^and 
of  rest  he  was  morally  incapable.  In  the  mora^ 
ing,  he  got  up,  but  with  augmented  appre* 
hoLsioBS*  '^  Alas  !'*  cried  he,  ^'  they  will 
assnredly  hang  me  by  the  side  of  these  mar^ 
dered  wretches.  What  will  become  of  me?^ 
When  the  Prince  had  risen,  be  commanded 
Ae  merchant  to  be  brought  into  his  presence. 
**  Friend,"  said  he,  *^  what  portion  of  my  ia* 
mily  establishment  best  pleases  you?'^  The 
man  answered,  ^'  I  am  well  pleased  with  erery 
thing,  my  lord,  except  that  my  food  was 
served  to  me  out  of  a  human  head,*-^  sight  so 
sickening  that  I  could  touch  nothing.  And 
when  I  would  haye  slept,  my  repose  was  de* 
siroyed  by  the  terrific  objects  whkA  were 
exhibited  to  me.  And,  ther^ore,  for  the  love 
of  Ood,  suffer  me  to  depwrt."  "  Friend,''  ro- 
plied  the  Prince,  ''  the  head  out  of  wluch 
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you  were  atnred^  aiid  wbith.  stood  exactly 
oppoflite  to  my  wife-^my  beautiful,  but  wicked 
wiibl^-^is  the  Jbead  of  a  certain  duke.  I  will 
tdl  you  why  it  wi«  there.  He  whom  I  haye 
puuiehed  in  so  exemplary  a  manner;  I  per* 
ceivedintheactof  dishonoring  my  bed.  In-^ 
stantly  prompted  by  an  uncontrollable  desire 
of  Tengeance,  I  separated  his  head  from  his 
body.  To  remind  the  woman  of  her  shame, 
each  day,  I  command  thb  memento  to  be 
placed  before  her,  in  the  hope  that  her  re- 
pentanee  and  puaiskment  may  equal  her 
criiue.  But  the  misfortuaes  of  my  family  end 
.  not  here  $  a  sou  of  the  deceased  dvke  slew 
two  of  my  kindred,  whose  bodies  you  ob^ 
served  hanging  in  the  chamber  which  had 
been  appropriated  to  yon.  Every  jday,  i 
punctually  visit  their  corpses,  to  keep  alive 
the  fury  which  ought  to  animate  me  to  re<» 
venge  their  deaths.  And  recalling  the  aduU 
tery  of  my  wife,  and  the  miserable  slaughter 
of  my  kindred,  I  feel  that  there  is  no  joy  re- 
served for  me  in  this  world.  Now  then  go  in 
peace ;  and  forget  not  the  useful  lesson  which 
I  have  wished  to  impart.    Remember  that 
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external  appearances  are  deceitful ;  and  that 
human  life^  in  its  most  gorgeous  condition^  is 
still  accompanied  by  the  rerolting  emblems 
of  mortality.  The  merchant  gladly  availed 
himself  of  the  permission  to  depart;  and  re^ 
turned  with  greater  satisfietction  to  the  toils  of 
traffic.  (56) 


APPUCATION. 

My  beloved^  the  Prince  is  intended  to  re* 
present  any  good  Christian,  whose  wife  is  the 
soul  that  sins,  and  being  punished^  remem« 
bers  its  iniquity  and  amends.  The  adulterer 
is  the  deyil ;  to  cut  off  his  head,  is  to  destroy 
our  rices.  The  slain  kinsmen  of  the  Prince^ 
are  love  to  God  and  to  our  neighbour,  which 
the  sin  of  our  first  parent  annihilated.  The 
merchant  is  any  good  prelate  or  confessor^  to 
whom  the  truth  should  always  be  exposed. 
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TALE    LVII. 


OF  PERFECT  LIFE. 


When  Titus-was  Emperor  of  Rome,  he  made 
a  decree  that  the  natal  day  of  his  first-born 
son  should  be  held  sacred ;  and  that,  who- 
soever violated  it  by  any  kind  of  labor,  should 
be  put  to  death.  This  edict  being  promul- 
gated, he  called  Virgil  (57)  to  him,  and  said; 
^*  Good  friend,  I  have  established  a  certain 
law  ;  but  as  offences  may  frequently  be  com- 
mitted without  being  discovered  by  the  minis- 
ters of  justice,  we  desire  you  to  frame  some 
curious  piece  of  art,  which  may  reveal  to  us 
every  transgressor  of  the  law."  Virgil  ac- 
quiesced, and  immediately  commenced  his 
operations.  He  constructed  a  ma^c  statue, 
and  caused  it  to  be  erected  in  the  midst  of 
the.  dty.  By  virtue  of  the  secret  powers  with 
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which  it  was  invested,  it  communicated  to 
the  Emperor  whatever  was  done  amiss.  And 
thus,  by  the  aocvsation  of  the  statue,  an  in- 
finite number  of  persons  were  convicted  and 
punished.  Now  there  was  a  certain  carpen- 
ter, called  Focus,  who  pursued  his  occupa- 
tion every  day  alike.  Once,  as  he  lay  in  bed, 
his  thoughts  turned  trpon  the  accusations  of 
the  statue,  and  the  multitudes  which  it  had 
caused  to  perish.  In  the  morning,  he  do&ed 
himself,  and  proceeded  to  the  statue,  which 
he  addressed  in  tike  following  manner :  *^  O 
statue!  statue!  because  of  tiiy  infonnatrons, 
many  of  our  citizens  have  been  apprehended 
and  slain.  I  vow  to  my  God,  that  if  thou  ac- 
cusest  me,  I  will  break  tiiy  head."  Having 
so  said,  he  returned  home.  About  the  first 
hour,  the  Etmperor,  as  he  was  wont»  des- 
patched sundry  messengers  to  ihe  statue^  to 
enquire  if  the  edict  had  been  strictly  coat- 
plied  with.  After  they  had  arrived,  and  de- 
livered the  Emperor's  pleasure,  the  statue  ex- 
claimed—** Friends,  look  up ;  what  s^  ye 
written  upon  my  fbrehead^^'  They  looked, 
%Xid  bebeld  three  sentences  which  ran  tivjA : 
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**  Times  are  altered.  Men  grow  werse.  He 
who  speaks  truth  has  his  head  broken/'-^ 
'*  Go/'  said  the  statue,  *'  declare  to  his  ma- 
jesty  what  you  hare  seen  and  read/'  The 
messengers  obeyed,  and  detailed  the  circum- 
stances as  they  had  happened. 

The  emperor,  therefore,  commanded  his  guard 
to  arm,  and  march  to  the  place  on  which  the 
statue  was  erected ;  and  he  further  ordered,  that 
if  any  one  presumed  to  molest  it,  they  should 
bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  drag  him  into  his 
presence.  The  soldiers  approached  the  statue 
and  said,  "  Our  Emperor  wills  you  to  deolare 
the  name  of  the  scoundrel  who  threatens  you.** 
The  statue  made  answer,  '*  It  is  Focus  the 
carpenter.  Every  day  he  violates  the  law, 
smd  moreover,  menaces  me  with  a  broken 
head,  if  I  expose  him.''  Immediately  Focus 
was  apprehended,  and  conducted  to  the  Em- 
peix>r,  who  said,  ^^  Friend,  what  do  I  hear  of 
thee  ?  Why  hast  thou  broken  my  law  ?"— • 
'^  My  lord,''  answered  Focus, "  1  cannot  keep 
it;  for  I  am  obliged  to  obtain  every  day 
eight  pennies,  which,  without  incessant  labor, 
I.have  not  the  m,eans  of  acquiring."-^*'  And 
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why  eight  pennies!**  said  the  Emperor. 
«<  Every  day  through  the  year/'  retamed  the 
carpenter,  **  I  am  bound  to  repay  two  pennies 
which  I  borrowed  in  my  youth;  two  I  lend ; 
two  I  lose  5  and  two  I  spend." — "  For  what 
reason  do  you  this?*'  asked  the  Emperor. 
*^  "ilLy  lord/*  he  replied,  *'  listen  to  me.  I  am 
bound,  each  day,  to  repay  two  pennies  to  my 
father ;  for,  when  I  was  a  boy,  my  father  ex- 
pended upon  me  daily,  Ihe  like  sum.  Now 
he  is  poor,  and  needs  my  assistance,  and 
therefore,  I  return  what  I  borrowed  formeriy. 
Two  other  pennies  I  lend  to  my  son,  who  is 
pursuing  his  studies ;  in  order,  that  if  by  any 
chance,  I  should  fall  into  poverty,  he  may 
restore  the  loan,  just  as  I  have  done  to  his 
grandfather.  Again,  I  lose  two  pennies  every 
day  on  my  wife;  for  she  is  contradictious, 
wilful,  and  passionate.  Now,  because  of  this 
disposition,  I  account  whatsoever  is  given  to 
her,  entirely  lost.  Lastly,  two  other  pennies 
I  expend  upon  myself  in  meat  and  drink.  I 
cannot  do  with  less ;  nor  can  I  obtain  them 
without  imremitting  labor.  You  now  know 
the  truth;  and,  I  pray  you,  judge  dispassion- 
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ately  and  truly/' — "  Friend,"  said  the  Empe- 
ror, **  thoa  hast  answered  well*  Go,  and 
labor  earnestly  in  thy  calling."  Soon  after 
this^  the  Emperor  died,  and  Focus  the  car- 
penter, on  account  of  his  singular  wisdom, 
was  elected  in  his  stead,  by  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  whole  nation.  He  governed  as 
wisely  as  he  had  lived ;  and  at  his  death,  his 
picture,  bearing  on  the  head  eight  pennies, 
was  reposited  among  the  effigies  of  the  de- 
ceased Emperors. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  God,  who  ap- 
pointed Suiulay  as  a  day  of  rest.  By  Virgil 
is  typified  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  ordains  a 
preacher  to  declare  men's  virtues  and  vices. 
Focus  is  any  good  Christian  who  labors  dili- 
gently in  hie  vocation,  and  performs  faithfully 
every  relative  duty. 


VOL.  I. 
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TALE  LVIIL 


OF  CONFESSION. 


A  CERTAIN  king,  named  Asmodfus,  eatab- 
lithed  an  ordinance,  by  which  erery  malefac- 
tor taken  and  brought  before  the  judge, 
should  distinctly  dedare  three  truths,  against 
¥^ich  no  exception  could  be  taken ;  or  else  be 
capitally  condemned.  If,  howerer,  he  tlid 
this,  his  Kfe  and  property  should  be  safe.  It 
cluuMad  that  a  certain  soldier  transgressed 
the  law  and  fled.  He  hid  himself  in  a  forest, 
and  there  committed  many  atrocities,  de- 
spoiling and  slaying  whomsoerer  he  could 
lay  his  hands  upon.  When  the  ju^e  of  die 
district  ascertained  his  haunt,  he  ordered  the 
forest  to  be  surrounded,  and  the  soldier  to  be 
seized,  and  brought  bound  to  the  seat  of  judg-: 
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ment.  *' You  know  the  law,"  said  the  judge.  "  I 
do,"  returned  the  other:  '*  if  I  declare  three 
unquestionable  truths,  I  shall  be  free ;  but  if 
not,  I  must  die."  "  True,"  replied  the  judge  : 
**  take  then  advantage  of  the  law's  clemency, 
or  undergo  the  punishment  it  awards,  without 
delay." — "  Cause  silence  to  be  kept,**  said 
the  soldier  undauntedly.  His  wish  being 
complied  with,  he  proceeded  in  the  following 
manner.  *'  The  first  truth  is  this.  I  protest 
before  ye  all,  that  froea  my  youth  up,  I  have 
been  a  bad  man.''  The  judge^  hearing  this, 
said  to  the  by-standers,  '^  He  says  true?*' 
They  answered,  **  Else,  he  had  not  now  been 
in  this  situation." — "  Go  on,  then,"  said  the 
judge:  "  what  is  the  second  truth?" — "  I 
like  not,"  exclaimed  he,  ''  the  dangerous 
situation  in  which  I  stand."-*"  Certainly," 
said  die  judge,  '^  we  may  credit  thee.  Now 
then  for  the  third  truths  and  thou  hast  saved 
thy  life."—''  Why,"  he  replied,  ''  if  I  once 
get  o«t  of  this  cottfounded  plsioe,  I  will  never 
wiUtiigiy  re-^enter  it." — *'  Amen,"  siaid  the 
jodge,  *'  ikf  wit  hath  preserved  the^ ;  go  in 
peoee.'^  And  ltoj»  he  was  saved. 
.  k2 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  Emperor  is  Christ.  The 
soldier  is  any  sinner;  the  judge  is  a  wise  con- 
fessor. If  the  sinner  confess  the  truth  ia 
such  a  manner  as  not  even  demons  can  object, 
he  shall  be  saved — that  is^  if  he  confess,  and 
repent 


TALE   LIX. 


OF  TOO  MUCH  pride;  and  how  the  proui> 

ARE    FREQUENTLY   COMPELLED  TO  EN-. 
DURE  80ME  NOTABLE  HUMILIATION. 


M^HEN  Jpvinian  was  emperor,  he  possessed 
very  great  power ;  and  as  he  lay  in  bed  reflect- 
ing upon  the  extent  of  his  dominions,  his 
heart  was  elated  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 
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•*  Is  there,**  he  impiouiily  asked,  *'  Is  there 
any  other  god  than  me  ?  "  Amid  such  thoughts 
he  fell  asleep. 

In  the  morning,  he  reviewed  his  troops, 
and  said,  "  My  friends,  after  breakfast  we 
will  hunt/'  Preparations  being  made  ac- 
cordingly, he  set  out  with  a  large  retinue. 
During  the  chase,  the  emperor  felt  such. ex- 
treme oppression  from  the  heat,  that  he  be- 
lieved his  very  existence  depended  upon  a  cold 
bath.  As  he  anxiously  looked  around,  he 
discovered  a  sheet  of  water  at  no  great  dis- 
tance. "  Remain  here,"  said  he  to  his  guard, 
"  until  I  have  refreshed  myself  in  yonder 
stream."  Then  spurring  his  steed,  he  rode 
hastily  to  the  edge  of  the  water.  Alighting, 
he  divested  himself  of  his  apparel,  and  expe- 
rienced the  greatest  pleasure  from  its  invigo- 
rating freshness  and  coolness.  But  whilst  he 
was  thus  employed,  a  person  similar  to  him  in 
every  respect — in  countenance  and  gesture — 
arrayed  himself  unperceived  in  the  emperor's 
dress,  and  then  mounting  his  horse,  rode  off 
to  the  attendants.  The  resemblance  to  the 
sovereign  was  such,  that  no  doubt  was  enter- 
ic 3 
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UiaBd  of  AereftUty ;  and  ttfaitway  OMUnm^t 
was  iMued  for  tbair  return  to  the  palaot. 

JoTinian,  however,  having  qoitfeed  time  waiei, 
sought  m  every  pofsible  direction  for  his 
horse  aud  elDthc»»  and  to  his  utter  tfttotiisb* 
inent^  could  find  neither.  Vexed  beyo&d 
measure  at  the  oircusastance  (for  he  was  com^ 
pletely  naked,  wikd  saw  no  one  near  to  assist 
him)  he  began  to  reflect  upon  wlmt  course  he 
should  pursue.  "  Miserable  man  tiiat  I  am/' 
said  he,  '*  to  what  a  strait  am  I  reduced  f 
There  is,  I  remember,  a  knight  residing  ch>w 
by;  I  will  go  to  him,  tod  conunaiid  his  atten* 
dance  and  service.  I  mil  then  ride  on  to 
the  pakce  and  strictly  investigate  the  cause 
of  this  extraordinary  conduct.  Soihe  shall 
smart  for  it."  Jovinian  proceeded,  naked  and 
ashamed,  to  the  castle  of  the  aforesaid  knight, 
and  beat  loudly  at  the  gate.  The  porter,  wttb«» 
out  unclosing  the  wicket,  enquired  the  cause 
of  the  knocking.  '*  Open  the  gate,**  said  the 
enraged  wiperor,  "  and  you  wiH  see  whom  1 
am."  The  gate  was  opened;  and  Reporter, 
struck  wilh  the  strange  appearance  he  exM'* 
bitedt  repliedt  "^  In  the  name  of  aft  that  is 
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wkat  cuna  you?^'  ''I  am/'  sidd 
he,  **  bmmmxL,  yo«r  emperor;  go  to  your 
lofd»  «iijd  oommand  htm  from  me  to  supply 
tiie  iionts  o£  his  soirereigD.  I  hare  lost  both 
hoise  sad  clothes."  *' Inftimous  ribald!'' 
shouted  die  pOTter,  ^^  just  before  thy  apprOadi» 
the  efl^ror  Joyiiuan>  aceompani^  by  the 
offieera  of  his  household^  entered  the  palace. 
My  lord  botii  went  and  returned  with  him ; 
and  but  even  now  sat  with  him  at  meat»  But 
beeause  thou  hast  called  thyself  the  emperor, 
howeyer  madly»  my  lord  shall  know  of  Ay 
pieaumption."  The  porter  entered,  and  related 
what  had  passed.  Jovinian  wa»  introdueid, 
bvt  the  kni^t  retained  not  the  slightest  re* 
collection  of  his  master,  although  theemperdt 
remembered  him.  ''  Who  are  you  ?"  said  the 
former^  **  and  what  is.  your  name  ?"  ''  I  am 
the  emperor  Jovinian/'  rejoined  h«;  **  eanst 
thou  have  forgotten  me  t  At  such  d  time  I 
]»ronioted  thee  to  a  military  command.'^ 
'*  Why,  thouBftost  audactous  aooundrd/'  said 
the  knight; "'  darest  thou  call  thyself  the  em^ 
peror  ?  I  rode  with  him  myself  to  the  palaoe, 
fiomydkenctlimthisnomentreturaed.  But 
k4 
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thy  impudence  shall  not  go  without  ite  reward. 
Flog  him/'  said  he,  turning  to  his  servants, 
"  Flog  him  soundly,  and  drive  him  away/* 
This  sentence  was  inmiediately  executed,  and 
the  poor  emperor,  bursting  into  a  conyulsicm 
of  tears,  exclaimed,  **  Oh  my  God,  is  it  possi- 
ble that  one  whom  I  have  so  much  honoured 
and  exalted  should  do  this  ?  Not  content  with 
pretending  ignorance  of  my  person,  he  orders 
these  merciless  villains  to  abuse  me !  How- 
ever, it  will  not  be  long  unavenged.  There  is 
a  certain  duke,  one  of  my  privy-counsellors, 
to  whom  I  will  make  known  my  calamity.  At 
least,  he  will  enable  me  to  return  decently  to 
the  palace."  To  him,  therefore,  Jovinian  pro- 
ceeded, and  the  gate  was  opened  at  his  knock. 
But  the  porter,  beholding  a  naked  man,  ex- 
diaimed  in  the  greatest  amaze,  '*  Friend,  who 
are  you,  and  why  come  you  here  in  such  a 
guise?"  He  replied,  **  I  am  your  emperor; 
I  have  accidentally  lost  my  clothes  and  my 
horse,  and  I  have  come  for  succour  to  your 
lord.  Inform  the  duke,  therefore,  that  I  have 
business  with  him."  The  porter,  more  and 
more  astonished,  entered  the  hall,  and  com- 
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mutiicated  the  strange  intelligence  whicli  he 
had  received.  **  Bring  him  in/'  said  the  duke. 
He  was  brought  in,  but  neither  did  he  recog- 
nize the  person  of  the  emperor.  '*  What  art 
thoii?"  was  again  asked,  and  answered  as  be- 
fore.. "Poor  mad  wretch,"  said  the  duke, 
"a  short  time  since,  I  returned  from  the  pa- 
lace, where  I  left  the  very  emperor  thou  as- 
sumest  to  be.  But  ignorant,  whether  thou  art 
more  fool  or  knave,  we  will  administer  such 
remedy  as  may  suit  both.  Carry  him  to  prison, 
and  feed  him  with  bread  and  water."  The 
command  was  no  sooner  delivered,  than  obey- 
ed; and  the  following  day  his  naked  body 
was  submitted  to  the  lash,  and  again  cast  into 
the  dungeon. 

Thus  afflicted,  he  gave  himself  up  to  the 
wretchedness  of  his  untoward  condition.  In 
the  agony  of  his  heart,  he  said,  "  What  shall 
Ido?  Oh!  what  will  be  my  destiny?  I 
dm  loaded  with  the  coarsest  contumely^  and 
exposed  to  the  malicious  observation  of  my 
people.  It  were  better  to  hasten  immediately 
to  my  palace,  and  there  discover  myself 
—my  wife  will  know  me  j  surely,  my  wife 
k5 
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will  Ilmiv^im!^  Es<»piBg»  tlierefofftt^  from 
his  confinement^  he  approi^hed  the  palace  and 
beat  npon  the  gate.  The  same  qnsstioiiawere 
repeated,  and  the  same  answers  returned. 
"  Who  art  thou?"  said  the  porter.  «  It  is 
strange***  replied  the  aggrieved  emperor,  ^  It 
is  strange  that  thon  shouldest  not  know  me ; 
thott,  who  haat  senred  me  so  long  T  *^  Senred 
theeT  retnnffid  the  porter  indignanUy,  '*  thou 
liest  abominably.  I  have  sezved  none  but  thv 
emptor."  **  Why,"  said  Ae  other,  «  tbra 
knowest  that  I  am  he.  Yet,  thmigh  you  di»^ 
regard  my  words,  go,  I  implore  you,  to  the 
empress ;  communicate  what  I  will  tell  thee^ 
and  by  these  signs,  hid  her  s^id  the  impe- 
rial robes,  of  which  some  rogue  haa  deprived 
me.  The  ^gns  I  tell  thee  of,  are  known  to 
none  but  to  ourselvea."  '*  In  verity^**  said  the 
porten  "  ttou  art  speciaUy  mad :  at  tins  ver3r 
moment  my  lordsita  at  table  with  the  empress 
hevself.  Nevertheless,  out  of  r^ard  far  th|K 
•ingi^niierita,  I  will  intimate  thy  deelura&nt 
within  I  and  rest  aasored,  tfaou  unit  presently^ 
fod  itself  meat  royally  beaten.**  The  porter 
went  accordmgtyj,  aad  rdoted  what  he  had- 
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keaid.  Mt  tlie  ^mpredd  beeame  very  sorrow^ 
fill  and  said,  "  Oh^  my  lord,  what  toi  I  to 
think  ?  The  mont  hidden  passages  of  otur  livei^ 
are  revealed  by  an  obscene  fellow  at  the  gate, 
and  repeated  to  me  by  the  port^.  On  the 
gtroigth  of  which  he  declared  himself  the 
emperor^  and  my  espotised  lord  1''  When  the 
fictitious  monarch  was  apprized  of  this^  he 
commanded  him  to  be  brought  in.  He  had 
so  sooner  entered,  than  a  large  dc^,  which 
couched  upon  the  hearth,  and  had  been  mtt^ 
cherished  by  him,  flew  at  his  throat,  and,  but 
for  timely  prevention,  would  have  killed  him. 
A  falcon  ako,  seated  upon  her  pefch^Bo  sooner 
beheld  him>  than  she  Inroke  her  jesses  (57)  and 
flew  out  of  the  hall.  Then,  the  pretended  em- 
ptor, addressmg  those  who  stood  about  him, 
said,  ''  My  friends,  hear  what  I  wiU  ask  of 
yon  ribald.  Who  are  you  ?  and  what  do  you 
^i^i^t  f  •*  Tb^e  qveitions^"  said  the  sufl^* 
ing  temAf  ^'  are  yery  strange.  You  know  I  am 
the  empi^ror  smd  master  of  this  place.'*  The 
odier>  turniflg  to  the  nobles  who  sat  or  stOod 
i#  Ike  table,  tontinued,  **  Tell  me^on  your  al* 
logianoOy  whiek  of  us.  two  it  your  lord  and 
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master?''  ^'  Your  majesty  asks. us, an  easy 
thing/*  replied  they,  **  and  need  not  to  remind 
UB  of  our  allegiance.  That  obscene  wretch 
cannot  be  our  sovereign.  You .  alone  are  he, 
whom  we .  have  known  from  childhood  ;  and 
we  intreat  that  this  fellow  may  be  severely 
punished  as  a  warning  to  others  hpw  they  give 
scope  to  their  mad  presumption."  Then  turn- 
ing to  the  empress,  the  usurper  said,  "  Tell 
me,  my  lady,  on  the  faith  you  have  sworn,  do 
ygu  know  this  man  who  calls  himself  thy  lord 
^and  emperor?"  She  answered,  "my  lord, 
how  can  you  ask  such  a  question?  Have  I 
not  known  thee  more  than  thirty  years,  and 
borne  thee  many  children?  Yet,  at  one  thing 
I  do  admire.  How  can  this  fellow  hare  ac- 
,  quired  so  intimate  a  knowledge  of  what  has 
passed  between  us?"  , 

The  pretended  emperor  made  no  reply; 
but  addressing  the  real  one,  said,  ''  Friend, 
how  darest  thou  to  call  thyself  empejror? 
We  sentence  thee,  for.  this  unexampled  im- 
pudence, to.  be  drawn^  without  loss  of  time, 
ai  the  tail  of  a  horse.  And  if  thou  utteres| 
the  same  words  again,  thou  shalt  be  doomed 
'      8 
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lo  an  ignominiouB  death/'  He  then  com- 
manded his  guards  to  see  the  sentence  put 
in  force,  but  to  preserve  his  hfe.  The  unfor- 
tunate emperor  was  now  almost  distracted; 
and  urged  by  his  despair,  wished  vehemently 
for  death.  **  Why  was  I  born?''  he  exclaimed ; 
"  my  friends  shun  me ;  and  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren will  not  acknowledge  me.  But  there  is 
my  confessor,  still.  To  him  will  I  go ;  per- 
haps be  will  recollect  me,  because  he  has  often 
received  my  confessions."  He  went  accord- 
ingly, and  knocked  at  the  window  of  his  cell. 
"  Who  is  there?"  said  the  confessor.  "  The 
Emperor  Jovinian,"  was  the  reply ;  "  open  the 
window,  and  I  will  speak  to  thee."  The  win- 
dow was  opened  ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  looked 
out  than  he  closed  it  again  in  great  haste. 
"  Depart  from  me,"  said  he,  *'  accursed  thing : 
thou  art  not  the  emperor,  but  the  devil  incar- 
nate." This  completed  the  miseries  of  the 
persecuted  man;  and  he  tore  his  hair,  and 
plucked  up  his  beard  by  the  roots.  "  Woe  is 
me,"  he  cried,  "  for  what  strange  doom  am  I 
reserved  ?"  At  this  crisis,  the  impious  words 
which,  in  the  arrogance  of  his  heart,  he  had 
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lie  b«ii  again  at  the  window  ef  the  eonfeffilor'ft 
cell,  and  exclaimed^  "  For  the  lore  of  him  who 
WM  enapended  from  the  Cross,  hear  my  con- 
fceston."  The  recluse  opened  the  win^w, 
and  said,  **  I  will  do  this  with  pleasure;''  and 
then  Jorinian  acquainted  him  with  every  par- 
tictlar  of  his  past  life ;  and  principidly  how  he 
had  lifted  himself  up  against  his  Maker. 

The  confession  made,  and  absolution  fiweh, 
the  rednse  looked  out  of  his  wilidow,  aiid  di« 
rectly  knew  him.  "  Blessed  be  the  most  hig;h 
Qod,**  said  he, ''  now  do  I  know  thee.  I  have 
here  a  few  garments :  clothe  thyself,  and  ga  to 
Ae  palace.  I  trust  that  they  also  wiU  reeog^ 
mce  thee."  The  emperor  did  as  the  confessoi^ 
cfoeeted.  The  porter  opened  the  gate,  akd  rnadel 
a  low  obeisance  to  him.  **  Dost  thou  know 
mer  said  he ;  "  Very  well,  my  lord  f  rep^i^^ 
Ae  menial ;  ^  but  I  marvel  Aat  I  did  not  ob* 
serve  yon  go  out.**  Entering  the  haU  of  his 
mansion,  Joviman  was  received  by  idl  i^th  a 
prefeond  tevetcnee.  The  strange  eiiij^emr  wift 
at  that  time  hi  anoilier  atyartment  wiA  Ae 
queen;  a^d  ^  oerta&A  kn^t  going  to  Win, 
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ssid,  ''  My  lond,  there  is  one  in  tiie  hall  to 
whom  every  body  bends;  he  so  moeh  im^a^ 
bles  you>  that  we  know  not  which  is  the  eia« 
peror.'^  Hearing  this^  tlie  nenrper  said  to  Ifae 
empress^  **  go  and  see  if  you  know  hinir"  Sk^ 
went  and  returned  greatly  surprized  at  what 
she  saw.  *'  Oh^  my  lord/'  said  she,  '*  I  declare 
to  you  that  I  know  not  whom  to  trust." 
'«  Then/'  returned  he, "  I  will  go  and  deter- 
Mifie  you."  And  taking  her  haad»  he  led  her 
iald  the  hall  and  placed  h^  on  the  threiie  be- 
side faiiiw  Addressing  the  asaeaiMy,,  be  eaid^ 
**  By  the  oaths  you  have  takra,  declare  whiek 
of  «$  is  yout  eitiperor."  The  empiees  anawer* 
ed,  ^*  It  ia  incumbent  on  me  to  spetk  first ; 
bttt  beaTen  m  my  witness^  that  I  tjn  unable  ta 
determine  whidi  is  *he/^  And  so  said  alL 
Then,  tiie  feigned  emperor  spoke  thns^  ''  My> 
friends,  hearken !  That  man  is  your  hisg,  and 
your  lord.  He  exalted  himself  to  the  dispa^ 
ragement  of  his  Maker ;  and  God,  thereforOr 
scourged  and  hid  him  from  your  knowledge. 
But  his  repentance  removes  the  rod ;  he  has 
now  made  ample  satisfaction,  and  again  let 
your  obedience  wait  upon  hinu     Commend 


d  by  Google 


S08  or  Toa  btuch  K10E2 

youreelres  to  the  protection  of  heaven/'  So 
saying,  he  disappeared.  The  emperor  gave 
thanks  to  God,  and  surrendering  to  him  all  his 
soul,  lived  happily  and  finished  his  days  in 
peace.  (68) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  represents  any 
one  whom  the  pride  and  vanity  of  life  wholly 
engross.  The  knight  to  whom  Jovinian  first 
applied  is  Reason ;  which  ever  disclaims  the 
pomps  and  fooleries  of  life.  The  dvke  is  con- 
science ;  the  savage  dog,  is  the  flesh,  which 
alarms  the  falcon,  that  is,  divine  Grace.  The 
wife  is  the  human  soul ;  the  clothes  in  which 
the  emperor  was  at  last  arrayed,  are  the  vir- 
tues that  befit  the  true  sovereign,  that  is,  the 
good  Christian. 
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OF  AVARICE  AND  ITS  SUBTLETY. 


A  CERTAIN  king  had  an  only  daughter,  re- 
markable for  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  her 
person.  She  was  called  Rosamond;  and  at 
the  early  age  of  ten  years,  she  proved  so  swift 
a  runner,  that  she  invariably  attained  the  goal 
before  her  competitor  had  proceeded  halfway. 
The  king  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed,  that 
whosoever  should  surpass  his  daughter  in 
speed,  should  marry  her,  and  succeed  to  the 
throne :  but  in  the  event  of  a  failure  he  should 
lose  his  head.  This  latter  clause  was  wisely 
annexed ;  for  the  lady  being  so  beautiful,  and 
the  reward  so  vast,  an  infinite  crowd  of  rivals 
would  have  eagerly  presented  themselves. 
And  even  with  the  heavy  penalty  before  them, 
numbers  permitted  themselves  to  be  buoyed 
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up  by  the  hope  of  success,  to  attempt,  and  to 
perish  in  the  attempt  But  it  happened  that 
a  poor  man,  called  Abibas,  inhabited  that 
country,  who  thus  communed  with  himself. 
'M  am  rery  poor,  and  of  a  base  extraction ; 
if  I  may  overcome  this  lady  and  marry  her, 
not  only  shall  I  be  promoted  myself,  but  all 
who  are  of  my  blood.''  The  incitement  was 
too  powerful  for  his  resistance,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  i)iake  the  trial.  But  wiser  than  the 
rest,  he  took  the  three  following  |nrecaQtioas» 
First,  he  framed  a  curious  gsjrland  of  roses» 
of  which  he  had  ascertained  that  the  lady 
was  (fevotedly  fond.  Then,  be  procured  a 
zon^  of  the  finest  silky  from  a  conTictaon  that 
most  daiwels  were  partial  to  this  sort  of 
clothing.  And»  lastly,  he  bought  a  stlken 
hi^,  in  which  he  deposited  a  golden  ball 
bearing  the  following  inscription ;  '*  Whoso^ 
ever  |^y#  with  me,  shall  never  satiate  of 
play.*'  These  three  things  he  placed  in  his 
boso^  and  knocked  at  the  pakoe^ate.  The 
portec  enquired  his  business ;  and  he  iiiated 
his  iHsh  in  the  usual  form. 
It  happened  that  the  priacess  hersdUT  etpod 
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at  a  window  close  hj,  and  heard  AImImui  ex« 
press  his  intention  to  run  with  her.  Oboerring 
that  he  was  poor,  and  his  attire  threadbare  and 
rent,  she  despised  him  from  her  very  hearts 
However  she  prepared  to  nm ;  and  every  thing 
being  in  readiness,  they  commenced  the  race* 
Abibas  would  soon  have  been  left  at  a  consi*^ 
derable  distance ;  bat  taking  the  garland  of 
roses  from  its  repository,  he  skiUnlly  pitched  it 
upon  her  head.  Delighted  with  Ae  odoi»r  and 
beauty  of  the  flowers,  the  young  lady  paused 
to  examine  it ;  and  Abibas  took  advantage  of 
her  forgetfulness  and  advanced  rapidly  towfurd 
the  goal.  This  awoke  her  to  a  recollecticm 
of  what  was  going  forward,  and  crying  aloudi 
''  Never  shall  the  daughter  of  a  prince  be 
united  to  this  miserable  down/'  she  threw 
the  garland  from  her  into  a  deep  well,  and 
rushed  onward  like  a  whirlwind.  In  a  few 
moments  she  overtook  the  youth*  and  extoid<^ 
ing  her  hand,  struck  him  upon  the  shoulder, 
exclaiming,  **  Stop,  foolish  thing ;  hopeet 
thou  to  marry  a  princess  V*  Just  as  she  was 
on  the  point  of  repassing  him,  he  drew  forth 
the  silken  girdle,  and  cast  it  at  her  feet.   The 
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temptation  again  proved  too  strong  for  her 
resolution^    and  she    stooped  to  gather  it. 
Overjoyed  at  the  beauty  of  its  texture  ehe 
must  bind  it  round  her  waist ;  and  whilst  she 
did  this,  Abibas  had  recovered  more  ground 
than  he  had  lost.    As  soon  as  the  fair  racer 
perceived    the  consequences   of   her   folly, 
she  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and  rending 
the  zone  asunder,  hurried  on.    Having  again 
overtaken  her  adversary,  she  seized  him  by 
the  arm,  striking  him  smartly  at  the  same 
time :  "  Fool>  thou  shalt  not  marry  me ;''  and 
immediately  she  ran  faster  than  before.    But 
Abibas,  springing  forward,  threw  at  her  feet 
the  bag  with  the  golden  ball.    It  was  impos- 
sible to  forbear  picking  it  up;  and  equally 
impossible  not  to  open  it  and  peep  at  its  con- 
tents.    She  did  so ;  but  reading  the  inscrip- 
tion, '"  Who  plays  with  me  shall  never  satiate 
of  playing,"  she  played  so  much  and  so  long, 
that  Abibas  came  first  to  the  goal  and  married 
her.  (69) 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  Christ ;  the  daugh- 
ter is  the  soul,  and  Abibas  is  the  devil,  who 
provides  various  seductions  to  draw  us  from 
the  goal  of  heaven. 


TALE   LXI. 


OF  REFLECTION. 


Thb  emperor  Claudius  had  an  only  daughter 
who  was  incomparably  beautiful.  As  he  lay 
in  bed,  he  reflected  seriously  upon  the  best 
mode  of  disposing  of  her.  "  If,'*  thought  he, 
"  I  should  marry  her  to  a  rich  fool,  it  will  oc- 
casion her  death.  But  if  I  bestow  her  upon 
a  wise  man,  although  he  be  poor,  his  own  wit 
will  procure  him  riches  *." 

*  It  was  a  ma^im  of  Themistodes,  that  his  daughter  bad  better 
marrj  a  man  without  an  estate,  than  an  estate  without  a  man. 


d  by  Google 


Now  it  happened,  that  there  dwelt  in  the 
city  a  philosopher  called  Socrates^  whom  the 
king  Tery  greatly  eateemed.  Thit  pelraOB  was 
Mfit  for,  and  thus  addressed^  ''  My  good 
finnd,  I  design  to  espouse  yon  to  my  only 
daughter.*'  Socrates,  overjoyed  at  the  pro- 
posal^ expressed  his  gratitude  as  he  best  could. 
'^  But/'  continued  the  emperor,  "  take  her 
with  this  condition ;  that  if  she  die  first,  you 
shall  not  sunriTe  her."  The  philosopher  as- 
sented; the  nuptials  were  solemnized  with 
great  splendour,  and  for  a  length  of  time 
Aeir  happiness  was  uninterrupted. 

But  at  last  she  sickened,  and  her  death 
was  hourly  expected.  This  deeply  aflSict- 
ed  Soeiates,  uBd  he  retired  into  a  neigii** 
bouring  fcrest  and  gave  &ee  co«rae  to  bia 
alarm.  Whilst  he  was  thus  ocoupied,  it 
cbaneed  that  king  Alexander  (00)  humted  in 
the  sane  forest ;  and  that  a  soldiet'  of  his 
guard  diacemed  the  philosopher,  and  tode  up 
t^  him.  ''  Who  art  thou  Y'  asked  die  soldier. 
"  I  am,"  replied  he,  "  the  servant  of  my  mas- 
ter ;  and  he  who  is  the  servant  of  my  master 
is  the  lord  of  thine."    "  How  ?''  cried  the 
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otber^  *'  there  is  not  a  greater  person  ii^  tbe 
Inverse  thau  he  whom  I  serve.  B«t  siiuee 
you  are  pleased  to  say  otherwise,  I  will  pre« 
seady  lead  yoa  to  him ;  and  we  wiU  hsar  wha 
thy  lord  is."  Accordin^y,  he  was  brought 
before  AlaxaiMier.  "  Friend/'  said  lltt  kiiig, 
'^  coQceming  whom  dost  thou  say,  that  hia 
sfjcvaat  is  my  ma«i4;er?"  The  pldlompher 
am^ered,  "  My  master  is  reason ;  bk  senrai^ 
is  the  will.  Now  dost  thou  i«Qit  gOYem  ihy 
k^i^dom  s^oording  to  the  dictates  o£  thy  will  ? 
Tbece|6re»  thy  will  is  ihy  maaitet.  But  tbs 
will  is  the  senrant  of  my  amalef.  Sa  that 
what  I  said  is  true,  and  thaa  canst  not  dis- 
prove it«"  Alexander,  wondering  at  the  man's 
ynt^  candidly  answei^ed  in  the  a|Ki2aative»  and 
eiirer  after  r«led  both  hims^  93sA  his  kmg* 
dom  by  the  laws  of  reason. 
.  $Q^rates>  however,  entered  fiurtker  mto  the 
forest,  and  wept  bitterly  over  the  expected 
decease  of  his  wife.  In  the  midst  of  his  dis- 
tress he  was  accosted  by  an  old  man  who  in- 
habited that  part  of  the  wood ;  "  Master/' 
s^d  he^  "  why  art  thou  afllicted  ?"  "  Alas  f' 
answered  the  other^  "  I  have  espoiised.  the 
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dau^ter  of  an  emperor  upon  tliie  condition, 
that  if  she  die  I  should  die  with  her  :  she  is 
now  on  the  point  of  death,  and  my  life  there- 
fore will  certainly  be  required/'  "  What !" 
said  ^the  old  man^  '^  grievest  thou  Tor  this  I 
Take  my  counsel,  and  thou  shalt  be  safe 
enough.  Thy  wife  is  of  royal  descQiit;  let 
her  besmear  ^er  breast  with  some  of  her  fa- 
ther's blood.  Then,  do  thou  search  in  the 
depths  of  this  forest,  where  thou  wilt  find 
three  herbs  :  of  one  of  them  make  a  beverage 
and  administer  it  to  her ;  the  other  two  beat 
into  a  plaster,  and  apply  it  to  the  afflicted 
part.  If  my  instructions  are  exactly  attended 
to,  she  will  be  restored  to  perfect  health.". 
Socrates  did  as  he  was  directed ;  and  his  wife 
presently  recovered.  When  the  emperor  knew 
how  he  had  striven  to  find  a  remedy  for  his 
wife's  disorder,  he  loaded  him  with  riches 
and  honours. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  the  daughter  is  the  soul,  given  to  man 
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on  condition  that  should  it  be  destroyed  by 
isin^  he  also  should  lose  eternal  life.  The  priest 
is  the  churchy  where  health  and  safety  may  be 
found.  The  old  man  is  a  wise  confessor^ 
and  Alexander  is  the  world; 


TALE    LXII. 


OF  THE  BBAUTT  OF  A  FAITHFUL  MIND. 


When  Salus was  emperor/ there  lived  ave^*.^ 
beautiful  woman  whose  name  was  Florentina. " 
She  was  so  remarkably  handsome,  that  three 
kings  sought  her  love,  by  one  of  whom  she 
was  abused.  This  occasioned  a  war  between 
them,  and  great  numbers  of  men  fell  on  both 
sides.  ^  But  the  nobles,  unwilling  to  see  so 
much  waste  of  blood,  interfered,  and  address- 
ing the  emperor,  bade  him  observe,  that  unless 
^stop  was  put  to  the  virulent  animosi^  which 
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ttai^lliliited.  iTlffi<  staperoiv  defy  ogtaidferingf 
^M  badJbaeitBsid,  ctirtGtedletten^  inprtes^ 
^  %ith  <die  Doyal  signei^  to  be  sent  to  the^fidt' 
occaBion  of  the  war  ^  iyy  vlddh^  mibom^AeiBy, 
sfa^  was  commanded  to  appear  before  him.  A 
hehJd  bore  the  mandate,  but  before  he  could 
deliver  it,  she  died.  The  herald,  therefore, 
returned,  and  the  emperor,  very  much  regret- 
ting that  he  had  lost  Bight  of  so  beautiful  a 
woman,  caused  all  the  best  artists  in  the  king- 
dom to  be  summoned  into  his  presence.  When 
they  were  assembled^  he  spoke  as  follows : 
*'  My  friends,  the  reason  that  I  have  sent  for 
you  is  this.  There  was  a  very  beautiful  woman, 
named  Horentina,  for  whose  Idve  a  great  num- 
ber of  then  have  lost  their  lives.  She  dtedbe- 
fbre  i  iiad  an  opportunity  of  seeing  her. '  Do 
ye  go,  therefore ;  *paint  her  to  the  life,  as  rfie 
was  ih  all  lier  beauty.  Thus  shall  I  discoVier 
trhere^re  so  many  were  sacrificed/*  The  at- 
tists  answered,  "Your  majesty  wishes  a  thing; 
which  is  very  drfl&cult  to  ^xecutfe.  ft^t  betoty 
was  so  surpassing,  tilat  not  all  the  artists  in 
the  world,  ^ave  one,  woliM  bte  able  to  do  heir 
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justice ;  and  he  hides  himself  amongst  'the 
mountains.   But  he  alone  can  perfectly  fulfil 
jrour  desires."    On  receiving  this  information, 
messengers  were  despatched  in  pursuit  of  him* 
He  was  soon  found,  and  brought  before  th^ 
curious  monarchy  who  commanded  him  to 
paint  Florentina  aiS  she  appeared  when  liring; 
and  if  be  did  it,  his  reward  should  be  rovaL 
"  ypur  request  is  extremely  difficult,"  said 
the  painter,  '^  nevertheless,  cause  all  the  beau- 
tiful women  in  yeur  kingdom  to  come  before 
me  for  an  hour  at  least,  and  I  will  do  as  you 
desire.^     The  emperor  complied^  and  made 
them  stand  in  his  presence.    From  these  the 
artist  selected  four,   and  permitted  the  rest 
to  return  home.      Then  he  commenced  his 
labours.      First,  he  laid  on  a  coat  of   red 
colour;  and  whatever  wfts  exquisitely  beautiful 
in  the  four  women,  thathe  copied  in  his  painting. 
In  this  manner  it  received  its  completion ;  and 
when  the  emperor  beheld  it,  he  said,  "  Oh, 
Florentina,  had  you  lived  to  eternity,  you 
ought  to  have  loved  that  painter  who  has  re- 
preseiited  ypu:  io  ^p  much  beauty .'' 


l2 


d  by  Google 


•220  OF  THS  PLSABURBS 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  God ;  the  beaa« 
tiful  Florentina  is  the  soul.  The  three  kings^ 
the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh .  TTie  nobles 
are  the  patriarchs  and  prophets,  who  were  th^ 
mediators  between  God  and  man.  The  pain* 
ters  are  the  angels  and  men,  amongst  whom 
there  was  found  no  one  who  would  rescue  the 
soul  from  death.  The  artist  who  came  from 
tlie  mountains  is  Christ.  The  red  colour  is 
blood ;  the  four  women  are  existence,  growth, 
feeling,  and  understanding* 


TALE    LXIII. 


OF  THE  PLEASURES  OF  THIS  WORLD. 


The  Emperor  Vespasian  had  a  daughter  called 
Aglaes,  whose  loveliness  was  greater  than  that 
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of  all  other  women.  It  happened  that  as  she' 
stood  opposite  to  him  on  a  certain  occasions- 
he  considered  her  very  attentively,  and  then. 
addi*essed  her  as  follows  :  *'  My  beloved* 
daughter^  thy  beauty  merits  a  loftier  title  than 
thou  hast  yet  received.  I  will  change  thy 
name :  henceforward^  be  thou  called  the  laby 
OF  COMFORT^  in  sign  that  whosoever  looks 
upon  thee  in  sorrow^  may  depart  in  joy." 

Now  the  emperor  possessed,  near  his  palace, 
a  delicious  garden,  in  which  he  frequently 
walked.  Proclamation  was  made,  that  whoso- 
ever wished  to  marry  his  daughter,  should  come, 
to  the  palace  and  remain  in  this  garden  the  > 
space  of  three  or  four  days ;  when  they  quitted 
it,  the  ceremony  should  take  place.  Immense 
crowds  were  allured  by  the  apparently  easy 
terms  of  the  notice ;  they  entered  the  garden,; 
but  were  never  again  seen.  Not  one  of-  them 
returned.  But  a  certain  knight,  who  dwelt  in 
some  remote  country,  hearing  of  the  condi- 
tions by  which  the  daughter  of  a  great  king 
might  be  espoused,  came  tothe  gate  of  the  pa- 
lace and  demanded  entrance.  On  being  intro- 
duced to  the  emperor,  he  spoke  thus: ''  I  hear  it. 
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oommoiily  reported,  my  lord,  that  wbdeyer 
enters  your  garden  shall  espouse  your  dau^« 
ter^     Foir  this  purpose  I  come."     *^  'Eaktef 
then/'  said  the  emperor ; ''  on  thy  return  thou 
shall  mBLTty  her/'    ''  But/'  added  die  knight^ 
'^  I  solicit  one  boon  of  yonr  majesty.    Before 
I  enter  the  garden,  I  would  entreat  an  oppor^* 
tunity  of  conyersing  a  short  time  with  the 
lady.''  f*  I  have  no  objection  to  that/'  said  ibe 
emperojr.    She  was  called,  and  the  knight  ac- 
costed het  in  these  words.    ■'  Fair  dameeU 
thou  hast  been  called  the  Lfufy  of.  CtMffdrt, 
because  every  one  who  enters  thy  presence 
BOttomtal,  retuins  contented  and  happy.    I^ 
thelrfeifeire,  approach  thee  sad  and  de$olate— - 
give  me  <he  means  to  leave  thee  in  happiness^ 
many  hfenre  entered   the  garden,   bat  never 
any  re-appeared.    If  the  same  chfuitce  happen 
to  mie-^akB  J  that  I  should  have  sought  thee 
in  marriage/'    '*  I  will  tell  thee  the  tmth," 
said  the  iady,  '*  and  convert  thy  uidiappinesft 
into  pl^Bi^ure.      Ill  thai  ga^rden  there  is  an 
enonabus  lion  which  devoura  every  one  who 
ent^DB  with,  the  hope  of  marrying  me.    Axm 
thyself,  therefore,  cap-a-^pee,  and  cover  yonr 
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auMbr .  witli  ^mniy»:€ax.  A^  sooq  es  you 
bapvoe  Qnti^red the  gtxaiea  the  lioniviU  roab to* 
IfvArilyoiu;  dttaek  him  manft^ly,  and  when  you 
am  Metajt' leave  hhn.  Th^a  will  he  instantly 
sciee  you  by  the  avm  oir  leg ;  but  in  isa  doing, 
the  A91C  will  adhere  to  his  teelih; and  he  wilibe 
itadblet6)mrtyon<  <  As  soon  as  yon  perceire 
tibif^  ttBsheath  yonp  sWovd  and  separate  his 
head  from  iiis  body.  Besides  the  ferocioas 
animal  I  hare  described,  ther^is  anothev  dan^ 
ger  to  be  overcome.  There  is  but  one  entrance^ 
and  so  intricate  are  the  labyrinths,  that  egress 
is  nearly  impossible  without  assistance.  But 
here  also  I  will  befriend  you.  Take  this  ball 
of  thread,  and  attach  one  of  the  ends  to  the 
gate  as  you  enter,  and  retaining  the  line«  pass 
into  the  garden.  But,  as  you  love  your  life, 
beware  that  you  lose  not  the  thread."  (61) 

The  knight  exactly  observed  all  these  instruc- 
tions. Having  armed  himself,  he  entered  the 
garden ;  and  the  lion,  with  open  mouth,  rushed 
forward  to  devour  him.  He  defended  himself 
resolutely;  and  when  his  strength  failed  he 
leapt  a  few  paces  back.  Then,  as  the  lady  had 
said,  the  lion  seized  upon  the  knight's  arm; 
l4 
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but  entangling  his  teeth  in  the  flax,  he  did 
him  no  injury ;  and  the  sword  presently  put  an 
end  to  the  combat.  Unhappily,  however^  he 
let  go  the  thready  and  in  great  tribulation 
wandered  about  the  garden  for  three  days  dili- 
gently seeking  the  lost  clue.  Towards  night  he 
discovered  it,  and  with  no  small  joy,  hastened 
back  to  the  gate.  Then  loosening  the  thread,  he 
bent  his  way  to  the  presence  of  the  emperor  v 
and  in  due  time  the  lady  of  caMFORT  be- 
came his  wife.  (62) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  Christ ;  the 
lady  of  comfort,  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.. 
The  garden,  is  the  world ;  the  lion,  the  devil. 
The  ball  of  thread,  represents  baptism,  by 
which  we  enter  into  the  world. 
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TALE   LXIV. 


OF  THE  INCARNATION  OF  OUR  LORD. 


A  CKRTAIN  king  was  remarkable  for  Uiree 
qualities.  Firstly,  he  was  braver  than  all  men ; 
secondly,  he  was  wiser ;  and  lastly,  more 
beautiful.  He  lived  a  long  time  unmarried ; 
and  his  counsellors  would  persuade  him  to 
take  a  wife.  "  My  iriends/'  said,  he,  ''it  is 
clear  to  you  that  I  am  rich  and  powerful 
enough  ;  and  therefore  want  not  wealth.  Go, 
then,  through  town  and  country,  and  seek  me 
out  a  beautiful  and  wise  virgin ;  and  if  ye  cah 
find  such  a  one,  however  poor  she  may  be, .  I 
will  marry  her."  The  command  was  obeyed ; 
they  proceeded  on  their  search,  until  at  last 
they  discovered  a  lady  of  royal  extraction 
with  the  qualifications  desired.  But  the  king 
was  not  so  easily  satisfied,  and  determined  tb 
l5 
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put  her  wisdom  to  the  test.  He  sent  to  the 
lady  by  a  herald  a  piece  of  linen  clothe  three 
inches  square;  and  bade  her  contrive  to 
make  for  him  a  shirt  exactly  fitted  to  hia 
body.  "  Then/'  added  he,  "  she  shall  be  my 
wife/'  The  messenger^  thus  commissioned^ 
departed  cm  his  errand,  and  respectfolly  pre- 
sented the  cloth,  with  the  request  of  the  king. 
*'  How  can  I  comply  wiih  it/'  exclaimed  the 
laidy,  ''  when  the  cloth  is  but  three  inches 
square  ?  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  shirt  of 
thai ;  but  bring  me  a  vessel  in  which  I  may 
work,  and  I  promise  to  make  the  shirt  long 
enough  for  the  body/^  The  messenger  re- 
tumedy  with  the  reply  of  the  virgin,,  and 
the  king  imnliediatdy  sent  a  sumptu«it8 
reiisel,  by.  means  of  whtidi  she  extended 
tkie  ekitk  to  die  required  size,  and  completed 
tlie  shirt  J  Whereupon  the  wise  king  married 
het. 

▲PPUCATI0Xf« 

My.  beloved,  the  king  is  Ood ;  thtevu^^ 
die  nother  oi  Christ ;  who  was  ako  the  chosen 
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M«ieK  By  the  mestoiger^  k  mmBi'GtfJifiish 
The  ckA,  k  tlM  Ghratir  of  Qod,  vliicdu  by  fro* 
per  eare  jmd  labour^  is  aiade  auffictent  for 
nan's  stlvation. 


TALE    LXV. 


OF  TH£  CUES  OF  TfiS  M9VU 


A  <mo  ofioe  unlcfttook  &  joi»rMy  ft'Mi  4)m 
tftate  td  lifiotfaer.  After  much  larftire}^  he  c(Byiie 
to  a  certain  crodfi^  which  was  covered  witb  itt- 
sOrifitiOM.  0&  one  side  w^  written^  !*'  Oh, 
king,  if  you  ride  this  way,  you  yourself  will 
find  good  entertainment,  but  your  horse  will 
get  nothing  to  ef&t/'  Oil  another  part  ap- 
peared as  follows :  "  If  you  ride  this  road, 
yoiir  hdrse  wiU  be  admi)raMy  ^«]^ide4  to,  but 
you  will  get  notlliiig  t(yt  youmcflf.**  Again,  on  a 
l6 
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third  place-was  inBoribed :  '^  If  you.walk  lllm 
pati^  you  will  find  entertainiiieat  both  for 
yourself  and  lK>rse;  but  before  you  depmrt, 
you  will  be  miserably  beaten."  On  a  fourth 
part  of  the  cross  it  was  said :  '^  If  you  walk 
this  way,  they  will  serve  you  diligently,  but 
they  will  detain  your  horse,  and  oblige  you 
to  proceed  the  rest  of  your  journey  on 
foot/'  When  the  king  had  read  the  inscrip- 
tions, he  began  to  consider  which  of  the  evils 
he  should  chuse.  He  determined  at  length 
upon  the  first ;  "  For,**  said  he  learnedly,  "  I 
shall  fare  very  well  myself,  though  my  horse 
starve ;  and  the  nightwill  soon  pass  away."  On 
this,  he  struck  the  spurs  into  his  horse  ;  and 
arrived  at  the  jcastle  of  aknight  who  entreated 
him  courteously,  but  gave  his  steed  little  or 
nothing.  In  the  morning,  he  rode'  on  to  his 
own  palace,  and  related  all.that  he  had  seen. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the.king  is  any  good  Christiatt, 
who  journeys  for  the  safety  of  his  soul.    The 
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horse  wUch  he  rides  is  the  body^  composed 
of  the  four  elements.  The  cross  is  conscience^ 
whidi  points  out  the  way «  and  explains  the 
consequences  attending  it. 


TALE    LXVL 


OP  CONSTANCY. 


Thsrb  once  lived  a  king  who  had  a  beautifid 
and  beloved  daughter.  After  his  death,  she 
succeeded  to. the  throne, but  being  young  and 
unprotected,  a  certain  tyrannical  duke  came 
to  her,  and,  by  means  of  large  promises,  won 
her  to  dishonor.  When  his  iniquitous  pur- 
pose was  accomplished,  the  girl  wept  bit- 
terly;  and  soon  after  the  tyrant  expelled  h^ 
from,  the  inheritance.  Thus  reduced  from 
the  splendours  of  royalty,  to  the  lowest  state 
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of  wrdtckedness,  she  soUcited  afaos  of  dM 
{MWB6DgerB.  It  happened  that  as  4die  s«l 
weeping  by  ike  way  8«ie»  a  cenadn  koig^ 
passed  by,  and  observing  her  great  hemutf, 
became  enamoured  of  her.  ''  Fair  lady," 
said  he,  "  what  are  you?"  "  I  am/*  replied 
the  weeping  girl,  "  the  only  daughter  of  a 
king,  after  whose  death,  a  tyrant  seduced  and 
abused  me,  and  then  deprived  me  of  my  in- 
heritance," '*  Well,"  returned  the  knight, 
"  are  you  willing  to  marry  me  V  "  Oh !  my 
lord,*'  exclaimed  she, "  I  desire  it  beyond  any 
thing  that  could  happen."  ''  Then  plight  me 
your  faith,"  said  the  knight ;  "  promise  to  re- 
ceive no  one  for  your  husband  but  me,  and  I 
will  make  war  upon  the  tyrant,  and  reinstate 
you  hk  your  possessions.  But  if  I  fkll  in  the 
i^onflict,  I  entreat  you  to  retain  my  bloody 
anus  under  your  care,  in*  testimony  of  kSec- 
tion ;  that  in  cat^e  any  one  hereafter  shaii  de- 
tire  your  love,  you  may  remember  the  proof 
I  have  given  of  my  attachment  and  devofitm 
to  your  service/*  **  I  promise  faithfully/'  re- 
turned she,  ^'  to  comply  with  your  wii^s : 
but|  oh !  may  your  tife  be  safe  as  my  affec 
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tion !"  The  knight  therefore  armed  himself, 
and  proceeded  to  engage  the  tyrant,  who  had 
heard  of  his  intention,  and  prepared  for  the 
attack.  The  soldier,  however,  oyercame  him, 
and  cut  off  his  head :  hut,  receiving  a  mortal 
wound,  he  died  on  the  third  day«  The  lady 
bewailed  his  death,  and  hung  up  his  bloody 
armour  in  her  hall.  She  visited  it  frequently, 
and  washed  it  with  bitter  tears.  Many  noble- 
men sought  to  espouse  her,  and  made  ms^ni- 
ficent  promises ;  but  invariably  before  return- 
ing an  answer,  she  entered  the  hall  of  the 
bloody  armour,  and  surveying  it  stedfastly, 
exclaimed,  amid  abundance  of  tears,  "  Oh! 
thou,  who  devotedst  thysdf  to  death  for  one 
so  unworthy,  and  restoredstm«  my  kingdom ! — 
far  be  it  from  me  to  abjure  my  plighted  faith." 
Then  returning  to  those  who  sought  her  love, 
she  declared  her  resolution,  never  to  uni^ 
herself  with  another,  but  to  remain  siis^e  to 
the  epd  of  her  life.    And  so  it  was  done  *« 


*  See  TaleXXV*,  which  diflers  hot  IttUer 
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APPLIOATIOK. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther ;  and  the  daughter  is  the  soul  seduced 
by  the  devil.  The  wayside  is  the  world.  The 
soldier  who  rode  past,  is  the  Son  of  God;  the 
bloody  armour  is  his  death  and  passion. 


TALE    LXVII. 


OF  EXCUSES  WHICH  ARE  NOT  TO  BE 
ADMITTED  IN  JE^TREME  CASES. 


The  emperor  Maximian*was  renowned  for  the 
wisdom  of  his  government.  In  his  reign, 
there  lived  two  knights,  the  one  wise  and  the 
other  foolish,  but  who  had  a  mutual  regard 
for  each  other.  "  Let  us  make  an  agreement," 
said  the  wise  knight,  "  which  will  be  advan- 
tageous to  both/'  The  other  assented,  and  by 
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the  direction  of  his  friend^  proceeded  to  draw 
blood  from  his  right  arm.  "  I/'  said  the  latter, 
'*  will  drink  of  thy  blood,  and  thou  of  mine ;  so 
that  neither  in  prosperity  or  in  adversity,  shidl 
our  covenant  be  broken,  and  whatsoever  the 
one  gains,  shall  be  divided  with  the  other.'' 
The  foolish  knight  agreed ;  and  they  ratified 
tile  treaty  by  a  draught  of  each  other's  blood. 
After  this,  they  both  dwelt  in  the  same  man- 
sion. Now  the  lord  of  that  country  had  twa 
cities,  one  of  which  was  built  on  the  sum«^ 
mit  of  a  lofty  mountain.  It  was  so  ordered, 
that  no  man  could  dwell  there,  unless  he 
possessed  great  wealth  ;  and  having  once  en-^ 
tered,  he  must  remain  for  life.  The  path  to 
this  city  was  narrow  and  stony,  and  about 
mid-way,  three  knights  with  a  large  army 
were  stationed.  The  custom  was,  that  who- 
soever  passed  should  do  battle,  or  lose  his 
Ufe,  with  every  thing  that  he  possessed.  In  that 
city,  the  emperor  appointed  a  seneschal,  who 
received  without  exception  all  who  entered, 
and  ministered  to  them  according  to  their 
condition.  But  the  other  city  was  built  in  a 
valley  under  the  mountain,  the  way  to  which 
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HFf^  perfectly  level  wA  pleasant.    Tbree  s^ 
di^rs  dwelt  there>  wbo  QjieeirfiiUy  receiyit^ 
wJi9iafK>ever  came,  eoid  served  ik&a^  H^coviwg 
to  tbeir  pleasure.    In  this  city  alfo  a  se^^t 
cbal  i¥as  placed^  but  be  ordei^d  all  wbo  a^ 
proaohed  to  be  tbrowu  into  pfisoQ,  ,^^.  f» 
1^  coming  of  the  judge  to^  be  condeo^ied^ 
.  The  wise  knight  said  to  his  coinpa>i|io9# 
"My  iriend»  1^  us  go .  through  the^  wpficl 
aa  odter  hnighte  are  wojdt  tq  do^  (@3)  m^ 
sedk  out  fortime/'    His  friend  ac%uiesQecl ; 
they  set  out  upon  their  travels^  and  piesenlly 
came  to  a  place  where  two  roads  met.  "  See^** 
said  the  wise  knight^  ^  here  sure  two  roiM}i(« 
The  oiM  leads  to  the  noblest  eity  in  the  worlds 
and  if  we  go  thither»  we  shall  obtain  whath 
soever  our  hearts  deske.    Sut  the  other  palj|^ 
eonducts  to  a  city  which  is  buiH  in  ^  valley  j 
if  we  venture  there^  we  shall'  be  (brown  into 
prtaon,  and  afterwatds  crucified.     I  advi9e» 
theiiefore,  that  we  avoid  thi^  road,  apd  pur** 
stie  the  other.**    "  My  friend/'  lepUed  the 
foolish  knight,  "  I  heard  long  ago  of  these 
two  cities;  but  the  way  to  that  .up((^  the 
mountain  is  very  n^urrow  and  dai^erous»  I^e^ 
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cn«e  <tf  the  soldiers  wbo  attack  thode  t}iat 
enter ;  nay^  they  frequently  rob  and  murder 
them.  But  the  other  way  is  open  and  broad  9 
atid  the  soldiers  who  are  stationed  there  re* 
ceive  passengers  with  hospitality ^  and  supply 
them  with  all  tilings  necessary.  This  is  suf- 
ficiently manifest ;  I  a^e  it,  and  had  rather 
bdie^e  my  own  eyes  than  you."  "  It  is  true,** 
returned  his  companion, ''  one  way  is  difficult 
to  walk  along,  but  the  other  is  infinitely  woriNI 
at  the  end:  ignominy  and  crucifixion  will 
Certainly  be  our  doom*  But  fear  you  to 
walk  the  strait  road,  on  accoimt  of  a  battle^ 
or  because  of  robbers  ?  You,  who  are  a  sol* 
dier,  and  therefc^e  in  duty  bound  to  fight  ya* 
liantly !  However,  if  you  will  go  with  me  the 
w^y  I  desire,  I  promise  to  precede  you  in  the 
attack ;  and  be  assured  with  your  aid  we  shall 
overcome  every  obstacle."  "  I  protest  ta 
you,'*  said  the  other>"  I  will  not  go  your  way, 
but  win  take  mine  own«'*  "  Well,"  replied 
the  wise  knight,  "  since  I  have  pledged  you 
my  word,  and  drank  your  blood  in  token  of 
fidelity,  I  will  proceed  with  you,  though 
against  my  better  judgment."  So  they  both 
went  the  same  pajth. 
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Their  progress  was  extremely  pleasant, 
till  they  reached  the  station  of  the  three 
soldiers^  who  honorably  and  magnificently 
entertained  them.  And  here  the  foolish 
knight  said  to  the  wise  one^  '*  Friend^  did 
I  not  tell  thee  how  comfortable  this  way 
would  be  found  ;  in  all  which  the  other  is  de- 
ficient?" "  If  the  end  be  well/'  replied  he, 
^  all  is  well ;  (64)  but  I  do  not  hope  it." 
With  the  three  soldiers  they  tarried  some 
time ;  insomuch  that  the  seneschal  of  the 
city^  hearing  that  two  knights,  contrary  to 
royal  prohibition,  were  approaching,  sent  out* 
troops  to  apprehend  them.  The  foolish  knight 
he  commanded  to  be  bound  hand  and  fix>t, 
and  thrown  into  a  well,  but  the  other  he  im* 
prisoned.  Now,  when  the  judge  arrived,  the 
malefactors  were  all  brought  before  him,  and 
amongst  the  rest,  our  two  knights — die  wiser 
of  whom  thus  spoke:  *'  My  lord,  I  complain 
of  my*  comrade,  who  is  the  occasion  of  my 
death.  I  declared  to  him  the  law  of  this  city, 
and  the  danger  to  which  we  were  exposed, 
but  he  would  not  listen  to  my  words,  nor 
abide  by  my  counsels.  *  I  will  trust  my 
eyes,'  said  he,  *  rather  than  you.*    Now,  be-. 
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cause  I  had  taken  an  oath  never  to  forsake 
him  in  prosperity  or  in  adversity^  I  accom- 
panied him  hither.  But  ought  I  therefore  to 
die?  Pronounce  a  just  judgment/*  Then 
the  foolish  knight  addressed  the  judge :  "  He 
is.  himself  the  cause  of  my  death.  For  every 
one  knows  that  he  is  reckoned  wise^  and  I  am 
naturally  a  fool.  Ought  he  then  so  lightly  to 
have  surrendered  his  wisdom  to  my  folly? 
And  had  he  not  done  so^  I  should  have  re- 
turned to  go  the  way  which  he  went,  even  for 
the  solemn  oath  which  I  had  sworn.  And 
therefore,  since  he  is  wise,  and  I  am  foolish, 
he  is  the  occasion  of  my  death."  The  judge« 
hearing  this,  spoke  to  both,  but  to  the  wise 
knight  first.  "  Dost  thou  deserve  to  be 
called  wise,  who  listened  so  heedlessly  to  his 
folly  and  followed  him  ?  and,  fool  that  thou 
art!  why  didst  thou  not  credit  his  word  ?  By 
your  own  egregrious  folly  ye  are  both  justly 
doomed.  And  both  shall  be  suspended  on 
the  cross."    Thus  it  wfts  done. 
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APPLICATION. 


My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  Christ ;  the  two 
knights,  body  and  soul ;  of  which  the  last  is 
the  wise  one.  In  baptism  they  were  united. 
They  drank  blood ;  that  is,  the  blood  in  the 
veins  prevents  their  separation,  and  preserves 
life.  The  two  ways  are  penitence  and  the 
world's  glory.  The  way  of  penitence  is  nar- 
jow,  but  the  other  is  broad  and  alluring. 
The  city  on  the  mountain  is  heaven ;  that  in 
the  valley  is  hell.  The  three  soldiers,  are  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  8cc.  8cc. 


TALE    LXVIir 


OP  MAINTAIKING  tRUTH  TO  THE  I^AflT. 


In  the  reign  of  Gordian,  there  was  a  certain 
noble  soldier  who  had  a  fair  but  vicious  wife. 
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It  happened  that  her  husband,  having  occa- 
Bion  to  travel,  the  lady  s^ait  for  her  gallant, 
and  rioted  in  every  excess  of  wickedness. 
'SoWf  one  of  her  handmaids,  it  seems,  was 
skilful  in  interpreting  Ae  song  of  birds ;  and 
itk  the  court  of  the  castle  there  were  three 
cocks.  (65)  During  the  night,  while  the  gal- 
limt  was  with  his  mistress,  the  first  cock  be- 
gan to  ctotr.  Tlie  lady  heard  it,  and  said  to 
her  Bertttnt,  ^'  Dear  ftiend,  what  says  yonder 
cock  V  She  replied,  '*  That  you  are  grosdly 
injuring  your  husband."  "  Then,"  said  the 
lady,  "  kill  that  cock  without  delay.'*  They 
did  so ;  but  soon  after,  the  second  cock  crew, 
and  the  lady  repeated  her  question.  "  Ma- 
dam," said  the  handmaid,  "  he  says,  *  My 
companion  died  for  revealing  the  truth,  and 
for  the  samd*  cause,  I  am  prepared  to  die.' " 
"  Kill  him,"  cried  the  lady, — ^which  they  did. 
After  this,  the  third  cock  crew  ;  "  What  says 
he  ?"  asked  she  again.  "  Hear,  see,  and  say 
nothing,  if  you  would  live  in  peace."  "  Oh, 
oh  !"  said  the  lady,  "  dont  kin  him." 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  God,  the  sol- 
dier^ Christ;  and  the  wife,  the  soul.  The 
gallant  is  the  deviL  The  handmaid  is  con- 
science. The  first  cock  is  our  Saviour^  who 
was  put  to  death  ;  the  second  is  the  martyrs; 
and  the  third  is  a  preacher  who  ought  to  be 
earnest  in  declaring  the  truth,  but,  being  de- 
l;erred  by  menaces,  is  afraid  to  utter  it. 


TALE    LXIX. 


OF  CHASTITY. 


Thb  emperor  Gallus  employed  a  singularly 
skilful  carpenter  in  the  erection  of  a  magni- 
ficent palace.  At  that  period,  a  certain  knight 
lived  who  had  a  very  beautiful  daughter ;  and 
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who,  perceiving  the  extraordinary  sagacity  of 
the  artificer,  determined  to  give  him  the  lady 
in  marriage.  Calling  him,  tiberefore,  he  said, 
"  My  good  friend,  ask  of  me  what  you  will ; 
so  that  it  be  possible,  I  will  do  it,  provided 
you  marry  my  daughter.'^  The  other  assented, 
and  the  nuptial  rites  were  celebrated  accord- 
ingly. Then  the  mother  of  the  lady  said  to 
the  carpenter,  "  My  son,  since  you  have  be- 
come one  of  our  family,  I  will  bestow  upon 
you  a  curious  shirt.  It  possesses  this  singu- 
lar property,  that  as  long  as  you  and  your 
wife  are  faithful  to  each  other,  it  will  neither 
be  rent,  nor  worn,  nor  stained.  But  if-— 
which  heaven  forbid !— either  of  you  prove 
unfaithful,  instantly  it  will  lose  its  virtue." 
The  carpenter,  very  happy  in  what  he  heard, 
took  the  shirt,  and  returned  great  thanks  for 
the  gift. 

A  short  while  afterward,  the  carpenter 
being'  sent  for  to  superintend  the  build* 
ing  of  the  emperor's  palace,  took  with  him 
the  yaluable  present  which  he  had  received. 
He  continued  absent  until  the  structure  was 
complete;  and  numbers,  observing  how  much 
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lie  labored^  admired  the  freelmeBS  and  apotleas 
purity  of  his  shirt.  Even  the  emperor  con- 
deAce^ded  to  notice  it,  and  said  to  hm>  ^'  My 
Blaster,  how  is  it  tlukt  in  decipite  of  your  la- 
borious  occupation,  and  the  constant  use  of 
your  shirt,  it  still  preserves  its  color  and 
beauty  ?"  "  You  must  know^  my  lord,"  said 
he,  *'  that  as  long  as  my  wife  and  I  continue 
faithful  to  each  other>  my  shirt  retains  its  ori* 
ginal  whiteness  and  beauty ;  but  if  either  of 
us  forget  our  matrimonial .  tows,  it  will  sully 
like  any  other  cloth."  A  soldier,  overhear- 
ing this,  instantly  formed  the  design  of  prov- 
ing the  fidelity  of  the  lady.  Wherefore, 
without  giving  any  cause  of  suspicion  to  the 
carpenter,  he  secretly  hastened  to  his  house, 
and  solicited  his  wife  to  dishonor.  Sh^  re- 
ceived him  with  an  appearance  of  pleasure, 
and  seemed  to  be  entirely  influenced,  by  the 
same  feelings.  "  But,"  added  she,  ^'  in  this 
place  we  are  exposed  to  observation;  come 
with  me,  and  I  will  conduct  you  into  a  private 
chamber."  He  followed  her,  and  closii^  the 
door,  she  said,  "  Wait  here  awhile ;  I  will 
return  presently."  Thus  she  did  every  day, 
all  the  time  supplying  him  only  with  brjead 
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wd  w^«r.  Without  regard  to  his  nrgj^ncy^ 
^he  compelled  him  to  endure  this  humiliating 
treatment;  and  before  long,  two  other  sol* 
diers  came  to  her  from  the  emperor's  courts 
with  the  same  evil  views.  In  like  manner^ 
she  decoyed  them  into  the  chamber,  and  fed 
them  with  bread  and  water. 

The  sudden  disappearance,  however,  of  the 
three  soldiers,  gave  rise  to  much  enquiry ;  and 
the  carpenter,  on  the  completion  of  his  labors, 
received  the  stipulated  sum,  and  returned  to  his 
own  home.  His  virtuous  wife  met  him  with  joy, 
and  looking  upon  the  spotless  shirt,  exclaimed, 
"Bessed  be  God!  our  truth  is  made  apparent — 
there  is  not  a  single  stain  upon  the  shirt."  To 
which  he  replied,  "  My  beloved,  during  the 
progress  of  the  building,three«oldiers,  one  after 
another,  came  to  ask  questions  about  the  shirt. 
I  related  the  fact,  and  since  that  time  nothing 
has  be^i  beard  of  tjiem.'^  The  lady  smiled, 
and  said,  **  The  soldiers  respecting  whom  you 
feel  anxious,  thought  me  a  fit  subject  for  their 
improper  solicitation,  and  came  hither  with 
the  vilest  intent.  I  decoyed  them  into  ja 
remote  chamber,  and  have  fed  them  with 
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bread  and  'water/'  The  carpenter,  delighted 
with  tUs  proof  of  his  wife's  fidelity,  spared 
their  lives,  and  liberated  them,  on  condition 
that  they  became  honest  men. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  God  ;  the  palace 
is  the  human  heart.  The  soldier  who  mar- 
ried his  daughter  to  the  carpenter  is  Christ ; 
the  carpenter  is  any  good  Christian,  and  the 
mother  is  the  Church.  The  shirt  is  faith; 
the  three  soldiers  are  pride,  lusts  of  the  eyes^ 
and  lusts  of  the  heart. 


TALE   LX}L. 

OF  THE  COMPUNCTIONS  OF  A  FAITHFUL 
MIND. 


A,  CERTAIN  king  had  a  beautiful  and  wise 
daughter,  whom  he  was  deisirous  of  marrying. 
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But  ahe  had  sworn  never  to  unite  herself  with 
any  but  upon  three  conditions.  First,  he 
was  to  state  accurately  and  succinctly  how 
many  feet  there  were  in  the  length,  breadth, 
and  depth  of  the  four  elements.  Secondly, 
what  would  change  the  north  wind.  And. 
thirdly,  by  what  means  fire  might  be  carried 
in  the  bosom  without  injury.  When  the  king,, 
thei^foie,  understood  his  daughter's  resolu- 
tion, he  proclaimed  it  through  the  kingdom, 
and  promised  to  give  her  in  marriage  to  whom- 
soever performed  the  conditions.  Many  en- 
deavoured, but  fiEiiled ;  until  at  length  a  cer- 
tain soldier  from  foreign  parts  beard  of  the 
girlV  oath.  He  hastened  to  the  palace,  con- 
veying with  him  a  single  attendant,  and  an 
e^emely  fiery  horse.  On  b^ing  admitted, 
into  the  king's,  presence,  he  said,  ''  I  am  de- 
sirous of  espousing  your  majesty's  daughter, 
and. I  am.  prepared  to  solve  the  questions 
which  have  be^en  proposed."  The  king  as- 
sented, and  the  soldier  calling  his  servant, 
commanded  him  to  lie  upon  the  earth.  And 
when. he  was  thus  laid,  his  master  measured 
bis  length,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
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When  lie  had  done  this,  be  said  to  the  krng, 
'*  My  lord,  yovrflrBt  (|u#tttioti  i»  resdred;^  I 
find  in  the  four  elements  scarcely  soren  feet/' 
*'  Howr  replied  the  king,  "  What  has  diis 
to  do  with  the  torn  elewientsr  "My  lord/* 
answered  the  soldier,  '^  eve^  man  as  well  as 
svery  animal,  is  composed  of  the  four  ek* 
ments.  *^  Amen,*'  said  th^  king,  *^  fom  have 
proved  this  very  satis&ctorUy*  Now  then  for 
the  second  condition ;  which  is  to  chaise  the 
wind.**  '  Immediaitely  he  caused  his  horse  to 
be  brought  into  the  area  of  the  court,  and 
tiiere  adminislared  a  potion,  by  whidi  the 
animal  was  made  perfectly  qEoiet  This  done 
fas  turned  his  horse's  head  toward  the  Eeuit, 
and  said,  ''  Observe,  my  lord,  the  wind  is 
changed  from  North  to  East,"  **  How?**  an- 
swersd  the  king, ''  what  is  this  to  ^t^  wind  ?*' 
''Sire/*  returned  the  soldier,  ''is  it  not  ob- 
vious to  your  wisdom  that  tiie  life  of  every 
animal  consists  in  his  breath,  which  is  air  ? 
As  long  as  he  remained  toward  the  North, 
he  raged  fiercely,  and  his  snorting  was  exces- 
sive. But  when  I  had  given  him  the  potion 
and  turned  him  toward  the  East,  he  became 
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qiiiet  and  breathed  less,  and  in  a  different 
direction;  wherefore,  the  wind  is  changed." 
**  This  also,"  said  the  king,  "  you  have  well 
proved ;  go  on  to  the  third."  "  My  lord," 
replied  the  soldier,  "  this,  so  please  you,  I 
will  perform  before  all  your  court."  Then, 
taking  up  a  handful  of  burning  coals,  he  de- 
posited them  in  his  bosom,  without  injury  to 
his  flesh.  "  Truly,"  exclaimed  the  king,  "  you 
have  done  very  well  in  these  matters :  but 
tell  me,  how  happens  it  that  you  are  unhurt 
by  the  fire."  "  It  was  not,"  returned  the 
soldier,  "  by  any  power  of  my  own,  but  by 
virtue  of  a  singular  stone,  which  I  always 
carry  about  with  me.  And  whosoever  pos- 
sesses  this  stone  is  able  to  resist  the  hottest 
fire."  The  king,  satisfied  that  the  conditions 
had  been  accurately  complied  with,  gave  or- 
ders for  his  marriage  with  the  lady.  He 
loaded  him  with  riches  and  honors,  and  they 
both  ended  their  days  in  the  greatest  happi-^ 
ness. 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  The  daughter  is  the  human  soul. 
To  measure  the  elements,  is  to  subdue  the 
lusts  of  the  flesh.  The  fiery  horse  is  any  sin- 
ner, whom  repentsince  changes.  The  fire  in 
the  bosom  is  luxury,  pride,  avarice,  &c.  and 
the  stone  is  a  true  and  lively  faith  in  Christ. 


TALE    LXXI. 


OF  AN  ETERNAL  RECOMPENCE. 


A  KING  made  a  great  feast,  and  despatched 
messengers  with  invitations,  in  which,  the 
guests  were  promised  not  only  a  magnificent 
entertainment,  but  considerable  wealth.  When 
the  messengers  had  gone  through  town  and 
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coBntry,  executing  every  where  the  com^ 
mands  of  their  king^  it  happened  that  there: 
dwelt  in  a  certain  city  two  men^  of  whom  one 
was  valiant  and  robustly  made^  but  blind  ; 
while  the  other  was  lame  and  feeble,  but  his 
sight  was  excelleht  Said  the  blind  man  to 
the  lame,  ''  My  friend,  our's  is  a  hard  case  ; 
for  it  is  spread  far  and  near  that  the  king 
gives  a  great  feast,  at  which  every  man  will 
receive  not  only  abundance  of  food  but  much 
wealth ;  and  thou  art  lame,  while  I  am  blind : 
how  then  shall  we  get  to  the  feast?"  *'  Take 
my  counsel,"  replied  the  lame  man,  *'  and  we 
will  obtain  a  share  both  of  the  dinner  and 
wealth."  '*  Verily,"  answered  the  other,  "  I 
will  follow  any  counsel  that  may  benefit  me." 
**  Well  then,"  returned  the  blind  man,  '*  thou 
art  stout  of  heart,  and  robust  of  body,  and 
therefore,  thou  shalt  carry  me  on  thy  back 
who  am  lame  and  weak.  My  eyes  shall  be 
as  thine ;  and  thus,  for  the  loan  of  thy  legs, 
I  will  lend  thee  my  eyes  ;  by  means  of  which 
we  shall  reach  the  festival  and  secure  the  re- 
ward." ''Be  it  as  thou  hast  said,"  replied  he 
of  the  legs ;  "  get  upon  my  back  immediately.^ 
M  5 
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He  did  to ;  the  lame  man  pointed  the  way, 
and  the  other  carried  him.  They  arrired  at 
the  feast,  and  received  the  same  recompence 
as  the  rest    (66) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  prepared  the  feast  of  eternal  life. 
The  blind  man  is  the  powerful  of  this  world, 
who  are  blind  to  their  future  safety.  The 
lame  man  is  any  devout  person,  who  has  no- 
thii^  in  common  with  the  man  of  the  world, 
but  sees  the  kingdom  which  is  to  come  *• 

*  The  latter  pert  of  thii  eianrf»*arioii  reoommends  '*  fideltter 
▼iris  ecdesiaiticis  decmuu  dare.  Si  hec  feceritis  nos  Tiri  reli- 
gieei  tenemer  vobis  Tiaiii  salatis  ostendere  quomodo  poteritis  ad 
▼itaw  eteniam  perroUre."  The  monks  aeTor  forgot  this—"  If 
yon  paj  oi,  we  will  shew  yon  the  way;  else,  find  it  ont  joor- 
self."    Snch  was  the  burden  of  their  song. 
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TALE    LXXn. 


OF  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  UNGRATEFUL 

MEN. 


A  CERTAIN  king  bad  an  only  ^on^  whom  be 
ardently  lo7ed.  When  the  boy  arrived  at 
man's  estate^  day  after  df^y  be  ^olipited  his 
father  to  resign  the  kingdom^  and  deliver  to 
himself  the  spvereign  power*  *'  My  dear  son," 
said  the  king,  "  if  I  were  satisfied  that  you 
would  treat  me  honourably  and  kindly  during 
the  remainder  of  my  life,  *  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  relinquish  the  throne  to  you.'' 
The  son  answered,  "  My  lord»  I  will  bind  my-^ 
self  by  an  oath  before  all  the  noblemen  of  the 
empire,  to  do  in  every  respect,  as  a  son  ovi^ht 
to  do.  Be  confident  that  I  will  shew  greater 
honour  to  you  than  to  myself.''  The  old  king 
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trusted  to  his  assurances,  and  resigned  the 
supreme  command.  But  no  sooner  was  he 
crowned,  and  seated  on  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors, than  his  heart  underwent  a  total 
change.  For  a  few  years  he  gave  due  honour 
to  his  indulgent  parent,  but  after  that  en- 
tirely neglected  him.  This  unexpected  and 
unmerited  treatment,  naturally  exasperated 
the  old  king,  and  he  began  to  complain  to  the 
wise  men  of  the  empire,  that  his  son  had 
broken  the  contract.  They,  therefore,  having 
sdways  loved  the  father,  reproved  the  son  for 
his  ingratitude.  But  the  new  king  spurned 
them  from  him  with  fury;  imprisoned  his 
fietther  in  a  castle,  and  permitted  not  the 
smallest  access  to  him.  Here  he  often  en- 
dured the  extremity  of  hunger,  and  every 
other  species  of  wretchedness; 

It  happened  that  the  king  himself  once  passed 
the  night  in  the  samecastle ;  and  the  father  sent 
to  him  the  following  message — ^  Oh  my  son, 
pity  thy  old  father  who  gave  up  every  thing  to 
thee.  I  suffer  thirst  and  hunger ;  and  deprived 
of-all  comfort-<-even  of  wine  to  cheer  me  in  my 
infirmity-^I  draw  out  my  life."    "  I  know 
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not,'*  said  the  kipg,  "  that  there  is,  wine  in 
this  castle."  He  was.  told  that  there  w^re, 
five  casks  reposited  in  tha,t  place,  but  that, 
without  his  permission  the  senesdial  refiased. 
to  draw  wine  from  them*  "  Suffer  me,  my. 
d^ar  son/'  said  ^the  unhappy  father,  ''  sufibr 
me  at  least  to  recruit  my  wasted,  fcmn  with, 
the  first  of  these  casks."  The  son  refused^ 
alleging  that  it  was  new,  and  therefore  preju*- 
dicial  to  old  men.  '^  Then,"  said  the  old 
man,  '^  give  me  the  secpnd  cask."  ''  I  will 
not  do  that,"  answered  the  king,  ^'  because  it 
is  kept  for  my  own  drinking,  and  for  the 
young  noblemen  who  attend  me."  "  Yet  you 
will  surely  permit  me  to  take  the  third,"  con- 
tinued his  father ;  *'  No,"  replied  the  other, 
*'  it  is  very  strong,  and  you  are  so  weak  and 
infirm  that  it  would  kill  you."  "  The  fourtfr 
cask  then  V  said  he,  "  give  me  that." 

"  It  is  sour,  and  would  do  you  much  injury." 
"  But,"  urged  the  father,  "  there  is  a  fifth, 
allow  me  to  retain  it."  "  Oh,"  said  the  king, 
"  it  is  nothing  Imt^regs;  the  noblemen  sent 
it  to  destroy  thee  in  case  thou  wert  permitted 
to  drink  of  it."  The  poor  father  hearing  ex- 
cuses like  these,  went  away  very  sorrowful ; 
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bat  leeleily  wrote  letters  to  the  noblemen, 
deekring  how  he  had  been  treated^  and  im- 
ploring diem  to  relieye  hun  from  the  misery 
he  was  compelled  to  endure.  His  ill  usage 
excited  their  pity  and  indignation ;  they  re- 
stored the  father,  and  threw  the  son  into  pri- 
son,  wh^e  he  died  *. 

APPLICATION. 

My  belored,  the  king  is  Christ ;  and  the  son 
is  any  bad  Christian. 


TALE    LXXIII. 


OF  AYARICS,  WHICU  Mi^KJ&S  MANY  BUND. 


A  CERTAIN  king  of  Rome  decreed,  that  every 
blind  man  should  annually  receive  a  hundred 

*  0«ur  BWMry^Vo^ki  ««ii(am  %  itorj  sot  oqUke  the  p^MoU 
A  father  resigns  his  estates  to  an  ungratefol  son,  and  is  driven 
into  the  garret,  and  left  to  neglect  and  poverty.  The  grandson 
pMes,  aad  by  a  pointed  speeoh— ^lardl/  characteristio  of  a  child 
-Hreprofes,  and  toudbos  bii  parent's  heart. 
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gs  from  the  emperor.  It  happened  ihat 
jnty-three  associates  came  into  the  city  and 
entered  a  tavern  to  drink.  They  remained 
there  seven  days,  both  eating  and  drinking; 
but  when  they  would  reckon  with  the  tavern- 
keeper^  they  had  not  sufficient  money  to  defray 
the  expence  of  what  they  had  consumed. 
^  Friends/'  quoth  mine  host,  '^  here  be  want* 
ing  a  hundred  shillings.  I  tell  you,  of  a  cer^ 
tainty,  ye  go  not  hence  till  ye  have  paid  the 
uttermost  farthing.**  This  rather  startled  ^he 
revellers,  who,  turning  to  one  another,  ex- 
claimed, "  What  shall  we  do?  We  cannot  pay 
so  large  a  sum."  At  length  one  of  them  ob- 
served, "  Listen  to  me ;  I  will  give  you  the 
best  advice.  The  king  of  this  country  has 
decreed,  that  whosoever  is  blind  shall  receive 
from  his  treasury  one  hundred  shillings.  Let 
us  then  cast  lots,  and  upon  whomsoever  the 
lot  falls,  we  will  deprive  him  of  sight,  and  send 
him  to  the  king  for  the  promised  benevolence. 
Thus  we  shall  depart  in  peace."  They  all 
agreed  that  the  counsel  was  excellent;  and 
casting  lots,  the  chance  fell  upon  the  con- 
triver of  the  expedient;  whose  eyes  they  im- 
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medidteiy  put  out.  He  was  then  led  to  the  pa- 
lace.. Arriving  at  the  gate,  they  knocked  and 
were  admitted  by  the  porter,  who  enquired  their, 
busihess.  The  blind  man  answered,  "  I  am 
one  eQtitl^d,  from  my  deficiency  of  sight,  to 
the  benefit  of  the  royal  donation/'  "  Well," 
said  the  porter,  "  I  will  inform  the  senes- 
chal.*' He  went  accordingly ;  but  the  wary 
seneschal  first  determined  to  examine  his  exte- 
rior before  he  delivered  the  money.  He  did  so, 
and  then  asked  what  be  wanted.  "  A  hun- 
dred shillings,"  replied  he,  '*  which  the  law 
gives  to  every*  blind,  man."  **  My  friend,", 
said  the  seneschal,  ^*  if  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 
taken, I  saw  you  yesterday  in  a  tavern  with 
both  eyes  perfect.  You  misinterpret  the  law. 
It  relates  to  those  who,  by  some  natuiial  infir-> 
mity,  or  by  accident,  become  blind — and 
against  which. there  was  no  defence.  Such 
the  law  protects  and  relieves.  But,  you,  who 
voluntarily  surrendered  your  eyes  to  liquidate 
a  debt  incurred  by  the  most  unwarrantable 
gluttony,  can  have  no.  claim  or  pretence  to  the 
royal  munificence.  Seek,  therefore,  consola- 
tion and  relief  elsewhere."    The  blind  man; 
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cursing  his  folly,  retired  in  great  confusion, 
from  the  palace. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  law  in  the  story  is  the  law 
of  God.  He  who  errs  by  natural  infirmity,  or 
through  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  and  re- 
pents, is  forgiven.  But  if  any  one,  from  pure 
malice,  shall  commit  sin,  and  fall  into  despair 
he  can  scarcely,  if  at  all,  be  pardoned..  The 
tavern-keeper  is  the  devil. 


TALE    LXXIV. 


OF  FORESIGHT  AND  CARE 


A  KINO  had  an  only  son,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved.    He  caused  a  golden  apple  to  be  made 
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at  an  iniiiiense  expend;  and  shortly  after  its 
fabrication  he  sickened.  Finding  his  end  i^ 
proach^  he  called  to  him  his  son,  and  spoke 
after  the  following  manner.  /^  My  dear  son, 
if  it  please  God  that  I  should  not  recover  from 
the  sickness  under  which  I  suffer,  on  my  bles- 
sing I  charge  you,  travel  through  town  and 
country,  and  take  with  you  the  golden  apple 
which  I  caused  to  be  made ;  find  out  the 
greatest  fool,  and  deliver  to  him  that  apple 
from  me/'  The  son  faithfully  promised  to  ex- 
ecute his  parent's  wish  ;  and  the  king,  turn- 
ing himself  toward  the  wall,  resigned  his  spi- 
rit. A  splendid  funeral  was  prepared,  and 
after  the  interment^  the  son  set  out  upon  his 
travels,  with  the  apple  in  his  possession. 

He  traversed  many  countries  and  kingdoms, 
and  found  abundance  of  fools,  but  none  whom 
bethought  quite  worthy  of  the  apple.  At  last  he 
entered  a  certain  province,  and  approached  its 
principal  city.  Observing  the  king,  very  mag- 
nificently attended,  riding  through  the  streets, 
he  asked  various  questions  respecting  the  per- 
son he  saw;  and  especiallyof  the  institutions  q{ 
the^ountry.  Hewas  answered,  that  according 
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to  tbeir  custom  the  tbrone  was  annually  va* 
c&ted  ;  and  that  the  iMe  possessor,  deprived  ol 
eyery  honour,  was  driren  into  banishment, 
where  he  died  hi  obiscnrity  and  poverty.  The 
tiraYelIer,hearing  this  account,  exckimed,'^  Tkh 
is  the  man ;  I  have  found  him  whom  I  sought  ;^ 
and  immediatelyhastening  to  the  palace,hebeQt 
his  knee,  and  cried, ''  Hail,  Oh  kingt  mj  do- 
oeased  father  bequeathed  to  you  this  golden 
apple  in  his  last  will."  The  kmg  received  the 
gift,  and  said,  "  My  fiiend,  how  can  this  be  t 
Your  royal  parent  knew  DOthingof  me,  nor 
have  I  ever  performed  any  service  to  biak 
Why  then  hath  he  left  me  so  valuable  a  pre« 
sent  ?"  "  The  king,  my  lord,"  replied  he, 
'^  bequeathed  it  not  more  to  you  than  to  an- 
other ;  but  on  his  blessing,  he  charged  me  to 
bestow  it  upon  the  greatest  fool  that  I  could 
find.  And  I  have  now  travelled  through  va- 
rious kingdoms  and  countries,  but  no  where 
have  I  discovered  so  exquisite  a  fool  and  mad- 
man. Therefore,  according  to  my  sire's  com- 
mand, I  resign  the  apple  to  your  most  gracious 
majesty/*  **  But,*'  said  the  king,  **  on  what  ac- 
count do  you  take  me  for  a  fool  ?*'  **  I  will  tell 
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you,  my  lord,'*  returned  the  other.  "  You  are 
king  for  one  year ;  and  then,  doomed  to  poverty 
and  exile,  you  perish  most  miserably.  I  declare 
toyou,  I  do  not  believe  thatthereisin  the  whole 
worlds  such  an  instance  of  egregious  folly.  For 
would  any  but  a  fool  choose  so  short  a  time  of 
splendour  for  an  en4  so  calamitous  ?*'  **  Why/' , 
replied  the  king, "  you  are  doubtless  right  •,  and 
therefore,  while  I  yet  reign,  I  will  prepare  for 
my  future  existence*  I  will  send  the  greater^ 
portion  of  my  wealth  into  a  remote  land,  upon 
which!  may  live  in  comfort,  when  I  am  driven 
into  exile.''  He  did  so ;  and  for  a  number  of 
yea^  enjoyed  great  prosperity,  and  ended  his' 
l|fe  in  peace. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king,  who  bequeathed  a 
golden  apple  to  fools,  is  God.  That  apple  is 
the  world.  The  king  who  reigned  for  a  year, 
is  any  man  who  lives  in  this  world  (considered, 
with  respect  to  futurity),  but  as  a  single  hour-. 
Let  us  then  make  provision  for  the  future. 
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TALE   LXXV. 


OF  WORLDLY  ANXIETY. 


There  formerly  lived  aj  king  who  had  threig 
fair  daughters.  He  married  them  to  three 
dukes ;  but,  unhappily,  all  their  husbands  died 
in  the  space  of  one  year.  The  king,  being 
made  acquainted  with  this  circumstance, 
would  have  had  his  daughters  marry  again, 
and  calling  the  first  into  his  presence,  he 
said  : — "  My  dear  daughter,  your  husband  is 
dead;  I  will  therefore  unite  you  to  another," 
But  she  would  by  no  means  consent,  and  as- 
signed for  it  this  reason.  "  If  I  marry  again, 
I  should  love  my  second  husband  equally 
with  the  first ;  perhaps  more,  or  it  might  be 
less.  This  ought  not  to  be ;  for  my  first  hus- 
band possessed  my  earliest  affection — my  vir- 
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gin  troth.  Therefore  the  second  ought  not  to 
be  loved  so  well.  But  I  might  love  him  rnore^ 
and  this  would  increase  the  evil :  on  the  other 
handy  if  I  loved  him  leas,  there 'would  exist 
only  contention  between  us.  So  that  I  re- 
solve never  to  be  espoused  again."  The  king, 
satisfied  with  wfaait  he  heard^  cidied  another  of 
his  daughters,  and  proposed  the  same  thing 
to  her  as  to  her  elder  sister.  She  replied, 
''My  lord,  I  also  decline  thii»  laaatter.  For 
should  I  coaxply«  it  muBt  be  either  for  riches, 
or  power,  or  beauty.  Now  of  riches  I  have 
quite  enough ;  my  friends  are  sufficiently  nu- 
merous to  defend  me ;  and  as  for  beauty,  I  do 
not  believe  there  was  so  beautiful  a  person  in 
the  world  as  my  late  hui^and.  Therefore,  I 
U>o  resolve  upon  a  single  state."  The  king 
then  applied  to  the  third  dau^ter,  and  she 
gave  the  following  reasons  for  refusing  his  re- 
quest. ''  If,"  said  she,  "  I  marry,  my  husband 
must  desire  me  either  for  .my  beauty  or  my 
wealth.  Now  it  cannot  be  for  the  former,  be- 
cause I  am  not  beautiful ;  then  it  must  be  for 
the  latter,  and  tarue  love  never  exi&ted  which 
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was  founded  upon  mercenary  feelings.  When 
wealth  flies,  love  flies  with  it  *^  Therefore,  i 
would  on  no  account  marry  again.  Moreover, 
the  Sacred  Writings  say,  that  a  husband  and 
wife  are  one  body  but  two  souls  ;  therefore 
the  body  of  my  husband  is  my  body,  and  the 
converse.  Every  day  I  visit  the  sepulchre  of 
my  deceased  lord,  and  he  is  ever  present  to  my 
mind.  For  all  these  causes,  I  determine  to 
remain  as  I  am."  The  king,  pleased  with  the 
virtuous  resolutions  of  his  daughters,  solicited 
them  no  more. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  God.  The  three 
daughters  are  the  soul,  which  image  the  Holy 
Trinity.  For  God  said,  *'  Let  us  make  man 
in  our  image  ;  therefore  the  Trinity  in  unity  is 
typified  by  the  soul,  and  the  soul  represented 
by  three  persons.  The  three  dukes  are  the 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh  ;  when  they  die, 

*  When  Poverty  comes  in  at  the  door,  Love  flies  out  at  the 
window.— English  Proverb,  .^^ 

1         ^' 
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Uiat  is,  when  the  soul  repents  of  her  sins,  do 
not  again  be  united  to  them. 


TALE    LXXVL 


OF  CONCORD. 


Two  physicians  once  resided  in  a  city,  who 
were  admirably  skilled  in  medicine;  inso- 
much, that  all  the  sick  who  took  their  pre- 
scriptions were  healed ;  and  it  thence  became 
a  question  with  the  inhabitants,  which  of 
them  was  the  best.  After  a  while,  a  dispute 
arose  between  them  upon  this  point.  Said 
one,  "  My  friend,  why  should  discord  or  envy 
or  anger  separate  us ;  let  us  make  the  trial, 
and  whosoever  is  inferior  in  skill  shall  serve 
the  other/'  "  But  how,''  replied  his  friend, 
''  is  this  to  be  brought  about?"    The  first 
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physician  answered,  '*  Hear  me.  I  will 
pluck  out  your  eyes,  without  doing  you  the 
smallest  injury,  and  lay  them  before  you  on 
the  table ;  and  when  you  desire  it,  I  will  re- 
place them  as  perfect  and  serviceable  as  they 
were  before.  If,  in  like  manner,  you  can  per- 
form this,  we  will  then  be  esteemed  equal,  and 
walk  as  brethren  through  the  world.  But,  re- 
member, he  who  fails  in  the  attempt  shall  be- 
come the  servant  of  the  other."  "  I  am  well 
pleased,"  returned  his  fellow,  **  to  do  as  you 
say."  Whereupon,  he  who  made  the  proposi- 
tion took  out  his  instruments  and  extracted 
the  eyes,  besmearing  the  sockets  and  the  outer 
part  of  the  lids  with  a  certain  rich  ointment. 
**  My  dear  friend,"  said  he,  "  what  do  you 
perceive  ?"  ^'  Of  a  surety,"  cried  the'4|^er, 
"  I  see  nothing.  I  want  the  use  of  my  eyes, 
but  I  feel  no  pain  from  their  loss.  I  pray  you, 
however,  restore  them  to  their  places  as  you 
promised."  "  Willingly,"  said  his  friend.  He 
again  touched  the  inner  and  outer  part  of  ^e 
lids  with  the  ointment,  and  then,  with  much 
precision,  inserted  the  balls  into  their  sockets. 
^*  How  do  you  see  now  ?"  asked  he.  **  Excel- 
yx>L.  I.  K 
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ho^pifLyr  returned  the  other,  '' nor  do  I  feel  the 
least  pain/'  "  Well*  than,"  co;itinued  thefixsrt^ 
'^  it.Diaw  femainB  for  you  to  treat  me  in  a  si- 
milar manner  *."  "  I  am  ready,"  said  th^  la*^ 
ter.  And  accordingly  taking  the  instruments, 
as  the  first  had  done^  he  smeared  the  upper 
and  under  parts  of  the  eye  with  a  peculiar 
ointment,  drew  out  the  eyes  and  placed  them 
upoQ  the  table.  The  patient  felt  no  pain ;  but, 
added,  *'  I  wish  you  would  hasten  to  re- 
store them."  The  operator  cheerfully  coqi- 
plied  i  but  as  he  prepared  his  implements,  a 
crow  entered  by  an  open  window,  and  seeing 
the  eyes  upon  the  table,  snatched  one  of  them 
up,  and  flew  away  with  it.  The  physician, 
vexed  at  what  had  happened,  said  to  himself^ 
"  If  I  do  not  restore  the  eye  to  my  companion 
I  mu^t  become  his  slave."  At  that  moment  a 
goat,  browsing  at  no  grecct  distance,  attracted 
his  observation^  Instantly  he  ran  to  \t,  drew  out 
one  of  its  eyes,  and  put  it  into  the  place  of  the  lost 
orb.  f  My d^ar  friend,"  exclaimed  the  operator, 

*  A  foolish  physician.  If  the  other  snoceeded,  he  aoknoir- 
ledged  bk  soperioritj,  or  eqaalitj,  at  least ;'  if  Bot>  be  lost  bis 
ejtes.    At  «dl  ey^ts,  he  poi^d  gain  nptbtpg  Vy  the  «zpemeot. 
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*'  how  do  things  appear  to  you  V  "  Neither  in 
extractingor  in  replacing/*  he  answered, ''  did 
I  suffer  the  least  pain  ;  but — bless  me ! — one 
eye  looks  up  to  tiie  trees !"  "  Ah  V*  replied 
the  first,  '*  this  is  the  very  perfection  of  medi- 
cine. Neither  of  us  is  superior ;  hencefor- 
ward we  will  be  friends,  as  we  are  equals  i  and 
banish  far  off  that  spirit  of  contention  which 
has  destroyed  our  peace/*  The  goat-eyed  man 
of  physic  acquiesced;  they  lived  from  this 
time  in  the  greatest  amity. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  two  physicians  are  the  new 
and  the  old  law.  Thus  the  Jews  and  Chris- 
tians contend :  the  extracted  eyes,  denote 
those  parts  of  the  old  law  which  Christians 
retain.  The  crow  is  tjj^e  devil ;  and  the  goat*s 
eye  typifies  those  cer.emonies  of  the  Jews  to 
which  they  attach  so  much  importance,  and 
by  which  they  are  not  able  to  discern  the 
truth*. 

*  This  is  to  lee  the  beam  in  a  neighboor'f  tyt,  and  forget 
tkatin  their  own.  The  Cfttholic  ceremoniet  are  open  to  the  tame 
oensnre,  and  are  eqnallj  prejudicial  in  their  conaeqnencei. 

ic2 
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TALE  LXXVIL 


OF  RICHES,  WHICH  ARE  NOT  TO  BE 
COVETED. 


A  CERTAIN  king  had  two  daughters,  one  of 
whom  was  extremely  beautiful,  and  very  much 
beloved.  The  other,  however,  was  of  a  dark, 
unprepossessing  complexion,  and  hated,  as 
much  as  her  sister  was  esteemed.  This  dif- 
ference in  their  appearance  caused  the  king 
to  give  them  characteristic  names.  He  called 
the  first  Rosamunda'*,  that  is,  the  fragrant 
rose ;  and  the  second,  Gratiaplena,  or  the  full 
of  grace. 

*  Or  Rota  mmdi,  rose  of  the  world.  There  are  two  monkish 
Latin  verses  inscribed  over  the  nnfortonate  paranonr  of  Henry 
II.  which  may  find  a  place  here : — 

'<  Hie  jacet  in  tnmba  Rosa  MaNDl,  non  Rosamunda; 

«  Non  redolet,  sed  olet,  quae  redolere  solet."— CamOEN« 
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A  herald  was  commaaded  to  proclaim, 
that  whosoever  would  marry  either  of  the  two 
daughters,  should  do  so  upon  the  following 
conditions.  First,  that  they  should  be  the 
worthiest  of  the  candidates;  secondly,  that 
whoever  chose  the  beautiful  girl,  should  have 
nothing  but  her  beauty  5  but  he  who  selected 
the  dark  girl  should  succeed  him  to  the  throne. 
Multitudes  flocked  to  the  summons;  but 
eyery  one  still  clung  to  the  fair  lady,  and  not 
even  the  temptation  of  a  kingdom  could  in- 
duce any  one  to  espouse  the  other.  Qratia- 
plena  wept  bitterly  at  her  unhappy  fate ;  "  My 
daughter,"  said  the  king,  "  why  are  you  so 
grievously  afliicted  ?"  "  Oh,  my  father,"  re- 
turned she,  ''no  one  visits  or  speaks  kindly 
to  me  ;  all  pay  their  attentions  to  my  sister, 
and  despise  me."  "  Why,  my  dear  daughter," 
said  the  father,  "  do  you  not  know,  that  who- 
soever marries  you  will  possess  the  crown  ?" 
This  was  touching  the  right  string  ;  the  lady 
dried  her  tears,  and  was  marvellously  com- 
forted. 

Not  long  after  a  king  entered  the  royal 
palace,  and  seeing  the  great  beauty  of  Rosa- 
n3 
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munda,  desired  her  in  marriage.  The  fa^er- 
kitig  consented,  and  she  was  e8p<msed  wil^ 
great  joy.  But  the  other  daughter  remained 
taiany  years  unbetrothedi  At  last,  a  certain 
poor  nobleihan  very  wisely  reflecting,  tKal 
thottgh  the  girl  was  abominably  tigly,  yet 
she  was  rich,  determined  to  marry  her.  Ho 
there^re  went  to  the  king,  and  solicited 
liis  consent;  wh6,  glad  enough  at  the  pro- 
posal, cheerfully  bestowed  her  upon  him; 
"And  afte^  Ms  decease,  bequeathed  him  the 
kingdom. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  Hosamundais  the  world,  which  every 
one  loves.  The  other  daughter,  Gratiaplena, 
so  abhorred  by  the  world,  is  poverty.  But 
the  poor  in  spirit  will  receive  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 
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OF  THE  CONSTANCY  OP  LOVE, 


Thb  beautiful  daughter  of  a  certain  king  was 
betrothed  to  a  noble  duke^  by  whom  she  had 
very  handsome  children.  The  duke  died,  and 
was  greatly  bewailed  by  the  whole  state. 
After  his  death  her  friends  earnestly  solicited 
the  lady  to  marry  a  second  tirxjte,  alleging  that 
her  youth  and  beauty  required  it.  But  she 
answered^ "  I  will  never  marry  again.  My  de- 
parted lord  wa9  so  good  and  kind ;  he  loved  me 
so  truly^  that  when  he  died  I  thought  I  could 
not  survive  him.  And  if  it  were  possible  that 
i  could  forget  what  he  has  been,  where  shall  I 
fittd  atiother  ?  Admitting  that  I  should  oMurry, 
peil^ps  my  second  husband  would  also  pre- 
cede me  to  the  grave  ?  Why  then,  my  grief 
would  be  awakened  a  second  time,  and  my 
n4 
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afflictions  be  as  heayy  as  before  \  MoreoTer, 
if  he  were  a  bad  man  ;  it  would,  indeed,  be 
torture  to  remember  him  who  was  good,  whOe 
one  so  inferior  had  succeeded  him.  I  am 
therefore  determined  to  remain  as  I  ^mJ'  ^ 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  God  ;  the  daughter 
the  soul,  betrothed  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


TALE    LXXIX 


OP  PREStJMPTION;^ 


Therb  was  a  certain  king  who  had  a  singular 
partiality  for  little  dogs  that  barked  loudly ; 
so  much  so,  indeed,  that  they  usually  rested 

*  See  Tale  LXXV.  which  is  similar  both  in  stnicture  and 
reasoning. 
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in  his  lap.  Being  long  accustomed  to  eat 
and  sleep  in  this  situation,  they  would  scarcely 
do  either  elsewhere:  seeming  to  take  great 
pleasure  in  looking  at  him,  and  putting  their 
paws  upon  his  neck.  Now  it  happened  that 
an  ass,  who  noticed  this  familiarity,  thought 
to  himself,  "  If  I  should  sing  and  dance  before 
the  king,  and  put  my  feet  round  his  neck,  he 
would  feed  me  also  upon  the  greatest  dainties, 
and  suffer  me  to  rest  in  his  lap.^'  Accordingly 
quitting  his  stable,  he  entered  the  hall,  and 
running  up  to  the  king,  raised  his  clumsy  feet 
with  difficulty  around  the  royal  neck.  The 
servants,  not  understanding  the  ass's  courteous 
intention,  imagined  that  he  was  mad;  and 
pulling  him  away,  belaboured  him  soundly. 
He  was  then  led  back  to  the  stable.  (67) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  Christ ;  the  bark- 
ing dogs  are  zealous  preachers.  The  ass  is 
any  one  who,  without  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions, presumes  to  take  upon  hioiself  the  in- 
terpretation of^the  word  of  God. 
n6 
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TALE   LXXX. 


OP  THE  CUNNING  OP  THE  DEVIL,  AND  OF 
THE  SECRET  JUDGMENTS  OP  GOD. 


Theke  formerly  liTcd  a  hermit,  who  in  a  re- 
mote caTe))ft8sed  night  andday  intiie  service 
of  Ood.  At  no  great  diistance  fVom  his  cell, 
a  shepherd  t^ndisd  his  flock.  Ithttpfj^ed 
that  this  perison  one  day  fell  into  a  d6€|>  bleep, 
and  in  the  mea6  time  a  robber,  perceiidng  his 
carelessness^  carried  off  his  sheep.  When  the 
keeper  awoke  and  discovered  the  theft,  he 
began  to  swear  in  good  set  terms  that  he  had 
lost  his  sheep ;  and  where  tfefey  werecdnveyed 
was  totally  beyond  his  knoWl^ge*  Nowthe 
lord  of  the  flock,  nothing  satisfied  with  hh 
keeper's  eloquence,  commanded  hiin  to  be 
put  to  death.  This  gave  great  tnnbrage  to 
2      '     ' 
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tte  kermit  before  nientioiied ;  '^  Oh  heaven,^ 
)Baid  he  to  himself,  '^  seest  thou  this  deed  ? 
the  innocent  su^rs  for  the  guilty  :  why  per* 
mitte&t  Aon  &noh  things  ?  If  thus  injustice 
triumph,  why  do  I  remain  here  ?  I  will  again 
enter  the  world,  and  do  as  other  men  do." 

With  these  feelings  he  quitted  hi«  hermitage, 
and  returned  into  the  world ;  but  God  willed 
not  that  he  should  be  lost :  an  angel  in  the 
form  of  a  man  was  commissioned  to  join 
him.  Accordingl]^,  crossing  the  hermiVi; 
path,  he  thus  accosted  hiud — "  My  friend, 
where  are  you  going?"  *'  I  go,"  said  th« 
other,  *'  to  the  city  before  us/*  *'  I  will  ac* 
company  you,"  replied  the  angel ;  "  I  am  a 
mei^enger  from  heaven,  and  come  to  be  di« 
asso<)iate  of  your  way,"  They  walked  on  to* 
ge^r  towards  the  city.  When  they  had  eft* 
tered,  they  entreated  for  the  love  of  God  * 
harbOui^age  during  tlie  night,  at  the  house  of 
a  certain  soldier,  who  received  them  with 
cheei^AltitosB,  and  entertained  them  with  much 


*  The  common  mode  of  stipplicatioD,  and  triH  be  i>eqaent}y 

n6 
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magnificenoe.  The  soldier  hsul  an  only  scto 
lying  in  the  cradle^  whom  he  exceedingly 
loved.  After  supper^  their  bed-chamber  wdt 
sumptuously  decorated^  and  the  angel  retired 
with  the  hermit  to  rest.  But  about  the  middle 
of  the  night  the  former  got  up  and  strangled 
the  sleeping  infant.  The  hermit,  horror- 
struck  at  what  he  witnessed^  said  within  him- 
self, "  Never  can  this  be  an  angel  of  God : 
the  good  soldier  gave  us  every  thing  that  was 
necessary ;  he  had  but  this  poor  innocent, 
and  he  is  strangled.^' — Yet  he  was  afraid  to 
reprove  him. 

In  the  morning  both  arose  and  went  for- 
ward to  another  city,  in  which  they  were  ho- 
nourably entertained  at  the  house  of  one  of 
the  inhabitants.  This  person  possessed  a 
superb  golden  cup  which  he  highly  valued ; 
and  which,  during  the  night,  the  angel  pur- 
loined. But  still  the  hermit  held  his  peace, 
for  his  apprehension  was  extreme.  On  the 
moiTow  they  continued  their  journey;  and 
as  they  walked  they  came  to  a  certain  river, 
over  which  a  bridge  was  thrown;  they  as- 
cended the  bridge,  and  about  mid«-way  a  poor 
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pilgrim  met  ihem.  '^  My  friend/'  said  the 
angel  to  him,  '*  shew  us  the  way  to  yonder 
city.'*  The  pilgrim  turned,  and  pointed  with 
his  finger  to  the  road  they  were  to  take ;  but 
as  he :  turned,  the  angel  seized  him  by  the 
shoulders,  and  precipitated  him  into  the 
atream  below.  At  this  the  terrors  of  the  her- 
mit were  again  aroused — "  It  is  the  devil," 
exclaimed  he  internally — "  it  is  the  devil,  and 
no  good  angel !  What  evil  had  the  poor  man 
done  that  he  should  be  drowned?'*  He  would 
.now  hayie  gladly  departed  alone ;  but  was 
afraid  to  give  utterance  to  the  thoughts 
of  his  heart.  About  the  hour  of  vespers 
they  reached  a  city,  in  which  they  again, 
sought  shelter  for  the  night ;  but  the  master 
of  the  house  to  whom  they  applied,  sharply 
jrefused  it.  '*  For  the  love  of  heaven,"  said  the 
angel,  "  afford  us  a  shelter,  lest  we  fall  a  prey 
to  the  wolves  and  other  wild  beasts.*'  The 
man  pointed  to  a  stye — "  That,*'  said  he,  "  is 
inhabited  by  pigs ;  if  it  please  you  to  lie  there 
you  may— rbut  to  no  other  place  will  I  admit 
you.**  **  If  we  can  do  no  better,"  returned 
the  angel,  *^  we  must  accept  your  ungracious 
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offer."  They  did  so ;  and  in  the  moming  the 
angtel  ptiling  their  host^  said^  '*  My  frited>I 
gire  you  this  cup ;"  and  he  prissented  to  hitt 
the  stolen  goblet.  The  hermit  moreand  nu»e 
astonished  at  what  he  saw^  said  to  kio^ei^ 
^'  Now  I  am  certain  this  is  the  deviL  Tfie 
good  man  who  recmed  us  withnll  kindnefls» 
he  despoiled^  and  gives  die  pihinder  to  this 
fellow  who  refused  us  a  lodging/'  Tomii^ 
to  the  angdy  he  exclaimed^  V  1  will  travel 
with  you  no  longer.  I  commend  jrou  to  God.^ 
•'  Dear  friend,"  answered  the  angel,  *'  First 
hear  me,  and  then  go  thy  way. 


THE    EXPLANATION. 

When  thou  wert  in  thy  hermitage,  the 
owner  of  the  flock  unjustly  put  to  death  bis 
servant.  True  it  is  he  died  innocently,  abd 
therefore  was  in  a  fit  state  to  enter  ano^ 
ther  world.  God  permitted  him  to  be  slmn, 
foreseeing,  that  if  he  lived  he  would  cominit 
a  sin,  and  die  before  repentance  followed. 
Btit  the  guilty  man  who  stole  the  sheep  wiM 
suffer  eternally,  while  the  owner  of  the  flodt 
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will  repair,  by  alms  and  ^ood  woitif,  that 
Hvliich  h6  ignoratttly  committed^  As  for  tte 
«on  of  the  hospitable  soldier,  whota  I  strangled 
ih  the  cradle,  know,  that  before  the  boy  ww 
born,  he  performed  namerfeuiS  i^rks  of  cfai^ 
nty  and  mercy;  but  afterwards  griewpanii- 
tnonious  and  covetous,  ih  <^tder  to  enricli 
th^  child,  of  which  he  Was  inordinately  fond, 
lliis  wais  the  cause  of  its  death ;  and  now  its 
distressed  parent  is  again  become  a  devoirt 
Christian.  Then,  for  the  cup  which  I  pur- 
loined from  him  who  received  us  so  kindly, 
know,  that  before  the  cup  was  made,  there 
was  not  a  more  abstemious  person  in  the 
world  ;  but  afterwards  he  took  such  pleasure 
in  it,  and  drank  from  it  so  often,  that  he  was 
intoxicated  twice  or  thrice  during  the  day. 
I  took  away  the  cup,  and  he  has  returned  to 
his  former  sobriety.  Again,  I  cast  the  pil- 
grim into  the  river ;  and  know,  that  he  whom 
I  drowned  was  a  good  Christian,  but  had  he 
proceeded  much  further,  he  would  have  fallen 
into  a  mortal  sin.  Now  he  is  saved,  and 
reigns  in  celestial  glory.  Then,  that  I  be- 
stowed the  cup  upon  the  inhospitable  citizen. 
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know^  nothing  is  done  without  reason.  He 
suffered  us  to  occupy  the  swine-house^  and  I 
gare  him  a  valuable  consideration.  But  he 
will  hereafter  reign  in  hell.  Put  a  guards 
therefore^  on  thy  lips^  and  detract  not  from 
the  Almighty.  For  He  knoweth  all  things." 
The  hermit,  hearing  this,  fell  at  the  feet  of  the 
angel  and  entreated  pardon.  He  returned  to 
his  hermitage,  and  became  a  good  and  pious 
Christian.    (68) 
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Note  1.    Page  4. 

"  The  latter  part  of  this  story  is  evidently  orientaL 
The  feudal  manners,  in  a  book  which  professes  to 
record  the  achievements  of  the  Roman  people,  are 
remarkable  in  the  introductory  circumstances.  But 
of  this  mkture  we  shall  s^e  many  striking  in- 
stances."—Warton, 


Note  2.    Page  6. 

"  Precums skin" 

Attempts^  like  the  present,  to  strain  every  dung 
into  an  allegory,  are  very  frequent  in  these  **  myst^ 
cal  and  moral  applications."  .  It  i^  for  this  reason, 
among  others,  that  I  thought  it  right  to  abridge 
them ;  for  while  £he  reader's  patience  was  exhausted, 
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his  feelings  would  revolt,  as  well  at  the  absurdity, 
as  at  the  apparent  impiety  of  the  allusion* 

Note  S.    Page  19. 

The  deliverance  of  theyouthby  the  lady,  resembles 
the  2d6th  Night  of  the  Arabian  tales.— The  Oest  is 
mentioned  by  Warton  as  the  second  tale  in  his  ana* 
lysis;  and  two  or  three  other  variations  occur. 
What  edition  he  followed  I  know  not.  I  have  ex* 
amined  five*. — ^The  sentiment  conveyed  by  this 
tale,  (p.  Id),  ihat  she  who  has'decieived  her  firther  will 
deceive  her  husband,  is  thus  expressed  by  Shak- 
spearC' 

*'  Look  to  her.  Moor ;  have  a  quick  eye  t6  See ; 
She  has  deceiveJ  her  father 9  and  may  ihe^.^ 

Othello,  Acti.Sci. 

*  In  an  ISino.  edition  of  the  Gbsta  Bomamorvm,  pnbliihed 
ftt  Leyden,  1655,  there  if  prefixed  to  the  fourth  tale,  by  way  of 
argunent,  the  following  remarkable  paisage.  "  Jostitia  nempe 
et  miiericordia Deonim maxiini  eat:  ad ^quot mom  fNMJioMweape- 
diiku  «f  proguiui  aee^dere,  qudm  hit  dmabut,"  Thia  ia  literally 
yfhtXSkfiBtp^m^  makea  PeHia  obaertn  in  the  '<  M^Mm  «f  F«- 

"  Bat  Meroy  is  above  this  sceptered  sway, 
•       ••••••• 

tiism4airihtletfGodkim»afs 

And  earthly  power  doth  then  show  Hkest  CMfs, 

Whom  morey  seatom  jatiice/''^ Aoi  TV.  So.  1. 
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'*  This  8tory»  but  with  a  difference  of  drcum- 
stances,  ends  like  the  beautiful  apologue  of  the  Pro- 
digal Son."— Wabton* 

.  Note  6.    Pa^e  ^2. 

This  fable  is  very  well  t<dd  by  Gower,  but  with 
some  variations. 

[The  letters  j[>rinted  in  Italics  are  to  be  ptonounced 
as  separate  syllables;  the  acute  mark  denotes  the 
emphasis.]    - 

Ere  Rom-e  came  to  the  crelbce ' 
Of  Christ-ef  faith,  it  fell  perchance 
Csesai^i  which  then  was  en^rour, 
Him  list-e  for  to  do  hon6ur 
Unt6  the  temple  ApoUinis  ; 
And  made  an  image  upon  this. 
The  which  was  cleped '  Apoll6, 
Was  none  so  rich  in  Rom-e  tho  \ 

Of  plate  of  gold,  a  beard  he  had, 
The  which  his  breast  all  over  spradde\ 

Of  gcddalsp,  withouten  feil, 
His  mantle  was  of  large  entayle  *. 

1  Belief  2  CaUed.  3  Then.  4  Spretd. 

6  Cat ;  from  the  Frenoli  atfrnOfr. 
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Be-set  with  penrey  *  all  about* 
Forth  right  he  stretched  his  finger  out. 
Upon  the  which  he  had  a  ring- 
To  see  it,  was  a  rich-e  thing, 
A  fine  carbuncle  for  the  nones  \ 
Most  precious  of  all  stones. 

And  fell  that^'thne  in  Rom-c  thus, 
There  was  a  derk,  one  Lucius, 
A  courtier,  a  famous  man ; 
Of  every  wit*  somewhat  he  can. 
Out-take^  that  him  lacketh  rule, 

His  own  estate  to  guide  and  rule ; 

How  so  it  stood  of  his  speaking. 

He  was  not  wise  in  his  doing ; 

But  every  riot-e  at  last 

Must  need-es  fidl,  and  may  not  last. 

After  the  need  of  his  desert j     • 

So  fell  this  clerk-e  in  poverte, 

And  wist  not  how  for  to  rise 

Whereof  in  many  a  sundry  wise 

He  cast  his  wit-e«  here  and  there, 

He  lookethnigh,  he  looketh  far. 

Fell  on  a  tim-e  that  he  come 

Into  the  temple,  and  heed  nome  * 

1  Pearls.       2  Purpose.       3  Knowledge.       4  Except. 
5  Took. 
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Where  that  the  god  ApoUo  stood ; 
He  saw  the  riches,  and  the  good '; 
And  thought  he  wold-^  by  some  way, 
The  treasure  pick  and  steal  away. 
And  thereupon  so  slily  wrought, 
That  his  purp6se  about  he  brought* 
And  went  away  unaperceived : 
Thus  hath  the  man  his  god  deceived — 
His  ring,  his  mantle,  and  his  beard. 
As*  he  which  nothing  was  afeard, 
All  privily  with  him  he  bare ; 
And  when  the  wardens  were  aware 
Of  that,  their  god  despoiled  wias , 
They  thought  it  was  a  wondrous  ca^, 
How  that  a  man  for  any  weal, 
Durst  in  so  h<^y  plac^  steal, 
And  ham-e-ly,  so  great  a  thing  I— 
This  tale  cam-e  unto  the  king. 
And  was  through  spoken  over-^all. 
But  for  to  know  in  special. 
What  manner  man  hath  done  the  deed. 
They  soughten  help  upon  the  need, 
And  maden  calculation. 
Whereof  by  demonstration 
The  man  was  found-e  with  the  good. 
In  judgment,  and  when  he  stood, 
1  Goods. 
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The  kingiiath  adkfid  of  him  thus~ 
//T  -  /w^     ««  Say,  thou  uns^ly  *  Lucius, 
^  Why  hast  thou  done  this  sacrilege?" 

*'  My  lord,  if  I  the  cause  allege," 
(Quoth  he  agaiiu)  '*  me-ihiuketh  this, 
That  I  have  done  nothing  amiss. 
Three  points  thi^e  be,  which  I  have  do, 
Whereof  the  first-e  point  stands  so, 
That  I  the  ring  have  ta'en  away— 
Unto  this  point  this  will  I  say. 
When  I  the  gpd  beheld  about, 
I  saw  how  he  his  hand  stretched  out. 
And  proffbred  me  the  ringto  yeve*; 
And  I,  which  wold<-«  gladly  live 
Out  of  povei^  thro'  his  largdss. 
It  underfang  ^  so  that  I  guess  ; 
And  thefefore,  am  I  nought  to  wite  ** 

And  evermore,  I  will  me  'qint  ^ 
Of  gold  that  I  ^e  mande  took : 
Gold  in  his  kind,  as  ssuih  the  book, 
Is  h^Bavy  both,  and  cold  also ; 
And  fSr  that  it  was  faeayy  so, 
Methought  it  was  no  gam-^ment* 
Unto  the  god  convenient, 

1  FooUib?       2  Gire*       S  Accepted.       4  fiUme; 
6  Aoqait.  6  Garment. 
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To  dqthen  him  the  summer  tide ': 
I  thought  upon  that  other  side, 
How  gold  is  cold^  and  such  a  cloUi 
By  reason  ought*^  to  be  lothe  * 
In  winter  tim-e  for  the  chiel.    , 
And  thus  thinking  thought-e«  fele  ^ 
As  I  mine  eye  abovt-e  cast. 
His  larg*e  beard*^  then  at  last 
I  saw ;  and  thou^t  anon  th^eibre 
How  that  his  father  him  before. 
Which  stood  upon  the  sam-e  place. 
Was  beardless,  with  a  young^y  &ce» 
And  in  such  wise,  as  ye  have  heard 
I  took  away  the  son-»e«  beard* 
For  that  his  father  had-e  none. 
To  make  him  like ;  and  hereupon 
I  ask  for  to  be  excused.'^ 

Lo,  thus  where  sacrilege  is  used, 
A  man  can  feign  his  conscience; 
And  right  upon  such  evidence 
In  \0Y-Hss  cause  if  I  shall  treaty 
There  be  of  sudi^  small  and  great. 
If  they  no  leisure  find-e  else. 
They  will  not  wend-«  fi>r  the  bells ; 

I  Time.  2  Warm.  8  Many. 
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Not  tho*  they  see  the  priest  at  mass- 
That  will  they  letten  over-pass: 
If  that  they  find  their  lov-e  there 
They  staad,  and  teUen  in  her  ear ; 
And  ask  of  God  none  other  grace, 
Whil-e  they  be  in  that  holy  place. 
But  ere  they  go,  some  advantage 
There  will  they  have ;  and  some  pillage 
Of  goodly  word,  or  of  behest ; 
Or  else  they  taken  at  the  least 
Out  of  her  hand  a  ring  or  glove, 
-rfL       So  nigh,  the  weder "  they  will  hove  *— 
As  who  saith,  **  She  shall  not  forget 
Now  I  this  token  of  her  have  get." 
Thus  hallow  they  thehigh-e  feast. 
Such  theft-emay  no  church  arrest  % 
For  all  is  lawful  that  them  liketh, ' 
To  whom  that  els-e  it  misHketh, 
And  Ah  right  in  the  self  kind  ^ 
In  great  cities  men  may  find. 
Thus  lusty  folk,  that  make  them  gay. 
And  wait  upon  the  holy-day, 
In  churches,  and  in  minsters  eke, 
They  go  the  women  for  to  seek, 

1  Madder.  8«l.  Vcban^  insaoire.       2  Heave  or  go. 
8  Stop.        4  Self-MOM  kind. 
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And  where  that  such  one  goeth  about, 
Before  the  fiiirest  of  the  rout ; 
Where  as  they  sitten  all  a  row. 
There  will  he  most  his  body  show ; 
His  crooked  kempt  *  and  thereon  set 
An  ouch-«*  with  a  chap-e-let. 
Or  else  one  of  green  leaves, 
Which  late  come  out-e  of  the  greves^ 
All  for  ^  he  should  seem  fresh ; 
And  thus  he  looketh  on  his  flesh. 
Right  as  .a  hawk  which  hath  a  sight 
Upon  the  fowl,  there  he  shall  light : 
And  as  he  were  a  faery, 
He  sheweth  him  before  her  eye, 
In  holy  plac-e  where  they,  sit, 
All  for  to  make  their  heaxt^s  flytte  '• 

His  eye  no  where  will  abide, 
But  look  and  pry  on  every  side. 
On  her  and  her,  as  him  best  liketh, 
And  other  while,  among  he  siketh  ^ ; 
Thinketh  **  One  of  them  that  was  for  me," 
And  so  there  thinketh  two  or  three ; 

1  t.  e.  His  crooked  or  diiordoilj  hair,  combed. 

2  Brooch.  3  Woods.  4  In  order  that 
5  Beat,  palpitate.                      6  Sigheth. 

VOL.  I.  O 
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And  yet  lie  k^th  nene  at  al], 
But  where  as  ever  kis  chanc-e  fall. 

And  natk^tf^ess  to  bbj  a  aooth 
The  cause  why  tJ»t  he  so  doth, 
Is  for  to  steal  a  heart  or  two, 
Out  of  the  church  ere  that  he  go. 
And  as  I  said  it  here  Bbove^ 
All  is  that  sacrilege  of  ]ove» 
For  well  tauy  be  diat  he  stealer  away, 
That  he  never  after  yield  may  \ 

**  TeU  me  for  thia,  my  son,  anon. 
Hast  thou  done  sacrilege,  or  none*, 
As  I  have  said  in  diis  manndr!" 

"  My  £Either,  as  of  this  mattfe, 
I  will  you  tellen  readily 
What  I  haw  done;  buttm-e-ly 
I  may  excus-e  mine  inteM 
That  I  n6f«r  yet  to  ch«rch  went 
In  such  mannir  as  ye  me  shrive', 
For  no  woman  that  is  alive. 
The  eause  why  I  have  it  laft^ 
May  be,  for  *  I  unto  that  craft, 
Am  nothing  able  for  to  steal. 
Though  tibere  be  womm  not  so  fble  \ 

1  Befton  agun.  2  Not  3  Confess  to  me. 

4  I^.  5  Becanse.  6  Never  so  miij. 
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But  yet  will  I  not  Bgy-^  tim, 
When  I  am  where  my  kdy  ig. 
In  whom  lieth  wholly  my  quarrel, 
And  she  to  church  or  to  chapil 
Will  go  to  matins  or  to  mess '» 
That  time  I  wadt**«  w«ll  and  guess. 
To  church  I  tsome,  and  there  I  stand, 
And  tho'  ^  I  take  a  book  in  hand, 
My  countensace  is  on  the  book. 
But  toward  l^r  is  all  my  look ; 
And  if  so  fallen '  thai  I  pray 
Unto  my  God,  and  somewhat  say 
Of  Pater  Noster,  or  of  creed. 
All  is  for  that  I  wM'^e  speed. 
So  that  my  bead  in  holy  tshuroh. 
There  might-e  some  miracle  wirche\ 
My  lady's  heart-e  for  to  change, 
Which  ever  hath  been  to  me  so  strange. 
So  that  all  my  devoti6n. 
And  all  my  contem|>lati6n, 
With  all  mine  heart,  and  my  cottrag6, 
Is  only  set  on  her  image. 
And  ever  I  wait-e  upon  the  tide. 
If  she  look  any  thing  aside, 

1  Utm.  2  If.  3  B^dko. 

4  Work. 
02 
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That  I  me  may  of  her  advise : 
Anon  I  am  with  covetise ' 
So  smit,  that  me  were  lefe* 
To  be  in  holy  church  a  thief. 
But  not  to  steal  a  vest-e-ment. 
For  that  is  nothing  my  talent ; 
But  I  would  steal,  if  that  I  might, 
A'  glad  word,  or  a  goodly  sight. 
And  ever  my  service  I  proffer, 
And  namely,  when  she  will  go,  offer ; 
For  then  I  lead  her,  if  I  may : 
For  somewhat  would  I  steal  away 
When  I  becUp  her  on  the  waist; 
Yet  at  least,  I  steal  a  taste. 
And  other  while  *  grant  mercy ',' 
She  saith.    And  so  were  I  thereby 
A  lusty  touch,  a  good  word  eke, 
But  all  the  rem-e-nant  to  seek. 
Is  from  my  purpose  wonder  far. 
So  may  I  say,  as  I  said  ere  *, 
In  holy  church  if  that  I  vow. 
My  con-«ct-ence  I  would  allow 
Be  so,  that  on  amend-e-ment, 
I  might-«  get  assign-e-ment  ^ ; 

1  Desire.  2  Fain.  3  Great  thanks. 

4  Before.  5  Assignation. 
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Where,  for  to  speed  in  othier  place, 
Sfwh  sacrilege  I  hold  a  grace« 

**  And  thus,  my  fether,  sooth  to  say, 
In  church-e  right  as  in  the  way, 
If  I  might  ought  of  lov-e  take 
Such  hansel  *  have  I  nought  forsake. 
But  finally,  I  me  confess, 
There  is  in  me  no  holiness. 
While  her  I  see  in  holy  stead ; 
And  yet  for  aught  that  ever  I  did. 
No  sacrilege  of  her  I  took. 
But  *  it  were  of  word  or  look. 

Or  els-e  if  that  I  her  fireed ', 

When  I  toward  offering*  her  lead, 

Take  thereof  what  I  take  may. 

For  els-€  bear  I  nought  away. 

For  tho*  I  wold-e  ought  else  have. 

All  other  thing-e^  be  so  safe, 

And  kept  with  such  a  privilege. 

That  I  may  do  no  sacrilege. 

God  wote  *  my  will  nath-e-less, 

Tho*  I  must  need-e«  keep-e  peace, 

1  "  Bstrein* ;  handsetted;  that  hath  the  handseU  or  first  use  of." 
COTORAVE.    The  word  is  stfll  extant. 

2  Except.  3  This  porhaps  signifies  made  free  wUh, 
4  Altar ;  place  of  offering.  5  Knows. 
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And  mangre  mme  «>  let  it  pass. 
My  will  thereto  is  not  the  lass  ^ 
If  I  might  othevwise  away* 

**  For  this,  my  father,  I  you  pray 
Tell  what  you  thinketh  therecrpon. 
If  I  th^feof  hove  gtiik  or  none.." 

"  Thy  will,  my  son,  is  for  to  Uame, 
The  rem-e-nant  is  but  a  game 
That  I  have  thee-told  as  yet. 
But  take  this  knre  mto  thy  wit, 
That  all  things  have  time  and  steads 
The  church  serreth  for  the  bead ', 
The  chamber  is  of  an  other  speech : 
But  if  thou  wistest  of  the  wreche'. 
How  sacrilege  it  hath  abought, 
Thou  woldest  better  be  bethought.*' 

Canfessio  Amantist  Lib.  V. 
fol.  12«,  ed.  \6S2. 

I  have  transcribed  the  whole  of  this  tale,  (though 
the  latter  part  of  it  is  but  the  moral)  because  of 
the  truth  and  nature  with  which  it  is  replete.  Our 
churches  are  filled  in  this  day  with  too  many  of  the 
characters  described  so  admirably  by  Gower. 

Ihid,  '*  For  two  especial  reasons  took  away  the 
beard.    The  first  was,  that  she  should  look  more  Hkc 

1  Less.  2  Pn^er*  3  Work. 
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her  author f' and  not  grow  too  proud  of  her  golden 
heard:'    P,  31. 

TUft  ideft  a«em&  to  have  tsmttL  ftovft  a  witticism 
o€  DionysiilB  the  tyrant  of  Syriciise»  recorded  by 
Valeriua  MaiuimuH  ^*  ^*  cap^  1.  esiu.  97. 

"  Idem  Ep^uri  JSsoidapio  barbamaureim  demi 
jtnsit :  quod  affirhiarct»  na»  convemr^  ptUrem  Apol" 
linem  Mberhem^  ipeusn  harhatum" 

Note  7.    Page  45. 

"  This  story  is  founded  on  the  twenty-eighth 
chapter  of  Aristotle's  Sbcretum  Sscjketorum:  in 
which  a  queen  of  India  is  said  to  have  treacherously 
sent  to  Alexander,  among  other  costly  presents,  the 
pretended  testimonies  of  her  friendship,  a  girl  of 
exquisite  beauty,  who  having  been  fed  with  serpents 
from  her  infancy,  partook  of  their  nature.  If  I 
recoUect  right,  in  Pliny,  there  are  accounts  of  na* 
tions  whose  natural  fiK)d  was  pcMson.  Mithridates, 
king  of  PontuSt  the  land  of  venomous  herbs,  and 
the  country  of  the  sorceress  Medea,  was  supposed 
to  eat  poison.  Sir  John  Mandeville's  Tiavelsi  I 
behere,  will  afford  other  iaifcanees.'* — Wabtok* 


o  4 
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Note  8.     Page  49. 

The  Churdi  of  England  holds  the  same  doctrine 
which  this  beautiful  tale  inculcates.  ''  Although  in 
the  visible  Church,  the  evil  be  ever  mingled  with 
the  good,  and  sometimes  the  evil  have  chief  autho- 
rity in  the  ministration  of  the  word  and  sacraments ; 
yet  forasmuch  as  they  do  not  the  same  in  their  own 
name,  but  in  Christ's,  and  do  minister  by  his  com- 
mission and  authority,  we  may  use  their  ministry* 
both  in  hearing  the  word  of  God,  and  in  receiving 
of  the  Sacraments.  Ndther  is  the  effect  of  Christ's 
ordinance  taken  away  by  their  wickedness,  nor  the 
grace  of  God's  gifts  diminished  from  such  as  by 
faith,  and  rightly,  do  receive  the  sacraments  minis- 
tered unto  them;  which  be  effectual  because  of 
Christ's  institution  and  promise,  although  they  be 
ministered  by  evil  men."    Article  XXVI. 

NoTB  9.    Page  51. 

"  A  medicinal  tongue" 

Lovell,  in  his  Panzoolooicomiks&alooia  has  enu- 
merated all  the  rare  pr(^perties  which  ancient  medi- 
cine attributed  to  dogs ;  but  what  particular  virtue 
the  tongue  was  held  to  possess,  does  not  apjpear. 
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This  must  have  been  a  work  of  immense  labor ;  yet 
it  is  very  useless. 

Note  10.     Page  59. 

"  This  story  is  in  the  Speculum  Hi^toriale  of 
Vincent  of  Beauvais,  who  wrote  about  the  year 
1250."     Warton. 

Note  11.     Page  61. 

"  Is  not  the  possession  of  one  thing  better  than  the 
expectation  of  two  ?*' 

The  Latin  text  is,  "  Quotiens  ita  est  qudd  aliquid 
est  aequale  duobus  ei  qui  est  prsesens;  magis  est  ad* 
hserendum."  Literally,  "  How  often  does  it  happen 
that  one  thing  is  valued  as  much  as  two  by  him  who 
is  present :  [or,  by  him  who  has  it  in  possession :]  It 
is  therefore  to  be  adhered  to  the  most."  The  sense 
answers  to  the  English  proverb,  "  A  bird  in  the 
hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush." 

Note  12.    Page  77. 

''  AUexius,  or  Alexis,  was  canonised.    This  story 

is  taken  from  his  legend.     In  the  metrical  **  Lives 

of  the  Saints,"  his  life  is  told  in  a  sort  of  measure 

different  from  that  of  the  rest,  and  not  very  com- 
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men  in  the  eazlier  stages  of  our  poetry.    It  begins 
thus : — 

**  Listeneth  all,  aod  hearkeneth  me, 
Young  and  old-e,  bond  and  free, 

And  I  you  tellen  soon, 
How  a  stout  man,  gent  and  free. 
Began  this  world-e^  weal  to  flee, 

Ybom  he  was  in  Rome. 

**  In  Rom-e  was  a  doughty  man. 
That  was  y-cleped  Eufemian, 

Man  of  much  might ; 
Gold  and  silver  he  had  enows. 
Hall  and  bowers,  oxen  and  plows, 

And  Tcty  well  it  dight." 

When  Alexius  returns  home  in  disguise,  and  asks 
his  father  about  his  son,  the  father's  feelings  are  thus 
described^ 

'*  So  soon  as  he  spake  of  his  son, 
The  good  man,  as  was  his  wone ', 

Gan  to  sigh  sore ; 
His  heart  fell  as  cold  as  stone. 
The  tears  £dlen  to  his  ton% 

Ob  his  b^Ard  ho«r, 

1  WoBt  3  Toes. 
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At  his  burial,  mmy  tturtcles  Are  wrotight  on  thfe 
sick* 

*'  With  znochel '  aighs,  and  mochel  song, 
That  holy  corsie,  them  all  among 
Bishops  to  ehurch-e  bare. 

"  Amidst  right  the  high  street, 
So  much  folk  him  gone  meet. 

That  they  rest  a  stonde  ^ 
All  they  sighed  that  to  him  come^ 
And  healed  were  very  soon, 
Of  feety  and  eke  of  honde," 

"  The  history  of  Saint  Alexius  is  told  entirely 
in  the  same  words  in  the  Gesta  Romakorum,  and 
in  the  Legenda  Aurea  of  Jacobus  de  Voraigne '; 
translated  through  a  French  medium,  by  Caxton. 
This  work  of  Jacobus  does  not  consist  solely  of  the 
legends  of  the  saints,  but  is  intersperMd  multis  aliis 
pukherrimis  et  peregrinis  historm^  with  many  other 
most  beautiful  and  strange  histories  *" — Warton. 

As  it  may  bo  amusing  to  the  reader  to  compare 

1  Many.  2  A  moment. 

I  «  Hystor.  bnxjx.  fol.  cMu*  edit  1479^  lii^.  lOid  in  Vinceat  of 
Besnvau,  who  qttotet  Gesta  Alsxii  Spscou  Hist.  Libs.  xvui» 
cq>.43.seq.t241.6."    Warton. 

4  Warton  aueaaaa  to  be  in  trsor  tt^^ooting  ^t  wnA,  wbioh  b* 
•onfoonds  with  "  THE  Lives  of  th£  FAtiiERd,.  tnsriaMd  oat  of 
o6 
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the  translation  in  the  text  with  that  executed  by  the 
venerable  patriarch  of  the  press,  William  Caxton, 
in  the  fif^nth  century,  I  am  tempted  to  transcribe 
it.  There  are  many  little  additional  touches  of 
manners  which  tbe  antiquary  will  value ;  and  while 
the  general  reader  smiles  at  the  primitive  simplicity 
with  which  the  story  is  narrated,  he  will,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, derive  some  pleasure  from  the  strong  con- 
trast afforded  by  the  past  and  the  present  aera — 
from  the  elevated  situation  on  which  he  may  seem 
to  stand :  a  being,  as  it  were,  of  another  sphere ; 
asserting  the  pre-eminence  of  civilization  over  un- 
cultivated life:  the  polite  refinement  of  modem 
manners,  over  the  rude  character  of  remote  and 
barbarous  times. 


line  aUHftl  t|f  Ifife  of  MStit  aUTi0* 
And  fyrst  of  his  name. 

Alexis  is  as  moche  as  to  saye  as  goynge  out 
of  the  lawe  of  maryage  for  to  keep  virginite  for 

FreoMlM  iBto  Eai^lMlie  by  WOliam  Caxton  of  Wettaiiiister,  Hke 
deed,  andfjmMheditat  tfaeUtft  dayof  hyslyff."  TheGoLDElf 
Legend  (properly  so  caUed)  consiits  wkoUy  of  the  legends  of  the 
SttBts;  but  ^  Lives  of  the  Fathers  It  interspersed  witli  stories 
of  the  dMnelar  givfln  abore* 
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goddes  sake,  and  to  renounce  all  the  pomp  and 
rychesses  of  the  worlde  for  to  lyue  in  pouerte. 


In  the  tyme  that  Archadius  and  Honorius  were 
emperours  of  Rome,  there  was  in  Rome  a  ryght 
noble  lord  named  Eufemyen,  which  was  chefe  and 
aboue  all  other  lordes  aboute  the  emperours,  and 
had  under  his  power  a  thousande  knyghtes.  He  was 
a  moche  iust  man  to  all  men,  and  also  he  was 
pyteous  and  mercyfull  unto  y®  poore.  For  he  had 
dayly  thre  tables  set  and  couered  for  to  fede  y*  or- 
phans, poor  wydowes,  and  pylgryms.  And  he  ete 
at  the  houre  of  none  with  good  and  religyous  per- 
sones.  His  wyfe  y^  was  named  Aglaes  ledde  a 
religyous  lyfe.  But  bycause  they  had  no  childei 
they  prayed  to  god  to  send  them  a  sone  y^  myght  be 
theyr  heyre  after  them,  of  theyr  honour  and  goodes. 
It  was  so  that  god  herde  theyre  prayers,  and  beheld 
theyre  bounte  and  good  lyvynge,  and  gave  unto 
them  a  sone  which  was  named  Alexis,  whome  they 
dyd  to  be  taught  and  enfourmed  in  all  scyences  and 
honours.  After  this,  they  maryed  hym  unto  a  fayre 
damoysel,  which  was  of  y*  lygnage  of  y*  emperour 
of  Rome.  Whan  the  daye  of  y*  weddynge  was 
comen  to  even,  Alexis  bcynge  in  the  chambre  w^ 
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his  wyfe  alone,  began  to  enfourme  and  enduee  ber 
to  drede  god  and  terue  hym,  and  wore  aU  that  night 
togyder  in  right  good  doctryne,  and  fynably  he  gave 
to  his  wyfe  his  rynge  and  the  buckle  of  golde  of  hys 
gyrdle,  bothe  bounden  in  a  ly  tel  cloth  of  purple,  and 
sayd  to  her.  Fayre  sister,  haue  this,  and  kepe  it  as 
longe  as  it  shall  please  our  lord  god,  and  it  shall  be 
a  token  bytweene  us,  and  he  gyue  you  grace  to 
kepe  truly  your  virgynitie.  After  this  he  toke  of 
golde  and  syluer  a  grete  aomme,  and  departed  alone 
fro  Rome,  and  founde  a  shyppe  in  which  he  sayled 
in  to  Grece.  And  fro  thens  went  in  to  Surrye', 
and  came  to  a  city  called  Edessia^  and  gaue  there 
all  his  money  for  the  loue  of  God,  and  clad  hym  in 
a  cote,  and  demaunded  almes  for  goddes  sake  lyke  a 
poore  man  tofore  the  chirche  of  our  lady,  and  what 
he  lefte  of  the  almesses  aboue  his  necessity,  he  gaue 
it  to  other  for  goddes  sake,  and  euery  sondaye  he 
was  houseled  and  receyved  the  sacrament,  suche  a 
lyfe  he  ladde  longe.  Some  of  y*"  messengers  y*  his 
father  had  sent  to  seche  hym  through  all  the  partyes 
of  the  world  came  to  seek  hym  in  the  sayd  cyte 
of  Edyssia  and  gaue  unto  hym  theyr  almes,  he 
syttynge  tofore  the  chirche  with  other  poore  people, 
but  they  knew  hym  not,  and  he  knewe  well  them, 

1  Syria. 
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and  thanked  our  Lord,  sayenge— I  thank  the  fayte 
lorde  Jesu  Cbryit  y^  thou  vouehest  safe  to  call  nie» 
and  to  take  almes  in  thy  name  of  my  seruants»  I 
praye^the  to  perfburm  in  me  that  which  thou  hast 
begon.  Whan  the  messengers  were  returned  to 
Rome,  and  Eu&myen  his  fader  sawe  they  had  not 
foundmi  his  sone,  he  layd  hym  down  upon  a  matres 
stratdiynge  on  the  erth»  waylynge  and  sayd  thus,  I 
shal  bolde  me  here  and  abyde  tyll  y^  I  have  tyd* 
ynges  of  my  sone.  And  y*  wyfe  of  his  sone  Alexis 
sayd  wepynge  to  Eufemyen,  I  shal  not  departe  out 
of  your  hoos,  but  shal  make  me  semblable  iuid  lyke 
to  the  turtiby  whidie  after  y^  she  hath  lost  her  felowe 
wyl  take  none  other,  but  all  her  lyfe  after  lyveth 
chaste.  In  lyke  wyse,  I  shall  refuse  all  felowshyp 
unto  y*  tyme^y*  I  shall  knowe  where  my  ry^He 
swete  frende  is  becomeif<  After  that  Alexis  had 
done  his  penaunce  by  ryght  grete  poverte  in  y^  sayd 
cyte,  and  ledde  a  ryght  holy  lyfe  by  y^  space  of 
xvij  yere,  diere  was  a  voyce  herde  y*  came  fro  god 
unto  die  ehirdie  of  our  lady  and  said  to  the  porter, 
Make  the  man  of  god  to  entre  in,  for  he  is  worthy 
to  haue  die  kingdome  of  heven,  smd  the  spiryte  of 
god  resteth  on  hym.  Whan  the  derke  eoude  not 
fynde  ne  knowe  hym  amonge  the  other  poor  men, 
he  prayed  unto  god  to  shewe  to  hym  who  it  was. 
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And  a  voyce  came  from  heren  and  saydi  he  sytteth 
without  tofore  the  entre  of  the  chirche.  And  so  the 
clerke  founde  hym,  and  prayed  hym  humbly  that  he 
wolde  come  into  y*  chirche.  Whan  this  myrade 
came  to  the  knowlege  of  the  peoplei  and  Alexis 
sawe  that  men  dyd  to  hym  honour  and  worshyp^ 
anone  for  to  eschewe  vaynglory  he  departed  fro 
thens  and  came  into  Ghrece  when  he  toke  shyppe, 
and  entred  for  to  go  to  Cecyle  \  but  as  god  wold 
there  arose  a  grete  wynde  which  made  the  shyppe  to 
arryue  at  the  porte  of  Rome.  When  Alexis  sawe 
this,  anone  he  sayd  to  hymselfe,  By  the  grace  of 
god  I  wyl  charge  no  man  of  Rome,  I  wyl  go  to  my 
V  fader's  hous  in  suche  wyse  as  I  shal  not  be  beknowen 
of  ony  person.  And  when  he  was  within  Rome  he 
mette  Eufemyen  his  fader  which  came  fro  y*  palays 
of  y*  emperours  w*  a  grete  meyny  *  folio wynge  hym. 
And  Alexis  hys  sone  a  poore  man  ranne  cryenge 
and  sayd.  Sergeaunt  of  god  haue  pyte  on  me  that 
am  a  poor  pylgrym,  and  receyve  me  into  thy  hous 
for  to  haue  my  sustenaunce  of  y"  relefe  y'  shall  come 
fro  thy  borde,  that  god  [may]  blysse  the,  and  haue 
pyte  on  thy  sone,  which  is  also  a  pylgrynu  Whan 
Eufemyen  herde  speke  of  his  sone,  anone  his  herte 
began  to  melt  and  sayd  to  hys  senrauntes,  Whiche 

1  Sicily.  2  Many  j  Norm.  Fr«  Commonl  j  a  household. 
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of  you  wyl  haue  pyte  on  this  man,  and  take  y^  cure 
and  charge  of  hym.  I  shall  deliver  hym  from  hys 
serrage  and  make  him  free,  and  shall  gyve  hym 
of  myn  herytage.  And  anone  he  commysed^ 
hym  to  one  of  his  servauntes,  and  commaunded 
y'  his  bedde  sholde  be  made  in  a  corner  of  y* 
hall,  whereas  comers  and  goers  myght  se  hym. 
And  the  servaunt  to  whom  Alexis  was  commaunded 
to  kepe  made  anone  his  bedde  imder  the  stayr  and 
steppes  of  the  hall.  And  there  he  lay  right  like  a 
poore  wretche,  and  sufired  many  vylanyes  and  d^ 
spytes  of  the  servauntes  of  his  fader,  which  ofl 
tymes  cast  and  threwe  on  hym  y®  wasshynge  of 
disshes  and  other  fylth,  and  dyd  to  h3naa  many  euill 
turnes,  and  mocked  hym,  but  he  neuer  complayned, 
but  suffered  all  pacyently  for  the  loue  of  god. 
Finally  whan  he  had  ledde  this  right  holy  lyfe 
w4n  his  faders  hous  in  fastynge,  in  prayenge,  and 
in  penaunce  by  the  space  of  vij  yere,  and  knewe 
that  he  sholde  soon  dye,  he  prayed  the  servaunt  y^ 
kepte  hym  to  gyve  hym  a  pece  of  parchement  and 
ynke.  And  therein  he  wrote  by  ordre  all  hys  lyfe 
and  how  he  was  maryed  by  the  commaundement  of 
his  fader,  and  what  he  had  sayd  to  hys  wife,  and  of 
the  tokens  of  hys  rynge  and  bocle  of  hys  gyrdell> 

1  Committed. 
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Uiat  he  liad  gfatn  to  her  at  hk  departynge^  and 
what  he  had  suffered  for  goddes  sake.  And  all 
dds  djrd  he  fin:  to  make  his  &deK  to  uaierstaBde 
that  he  was  bu  sooe*  After  thk  whan  it  pleased 
god  £oE  to  thewe  and  manTfest  the  yyctenry  of  our 
lorde  Jcsii  Ghriat  in  his  servaimt  Alexis.  On  a 
tjme  on  a  sondaye  after  masse  herjnuge  all  the  peo- 
ple in  the  chirdiey  there  was  a  voyce  herde  from 
god  cryenge  and  sayenge  as  ia  sayd  Mathei  ondc- 
dmo  ei^ttuk).  Come  unto  me  ye  that  lahour  and 
he  trauaykdy  I  shall  comfort  you.  Of  which  voyce 
all  the  people  were  abasdied,  whiche  an<me  fell  downe 
unto  the  erth.  And  the  royce  sayd  agayne.  Sedie 
ye  the  serviumt  of  god»  for  he  prayeth  for  all  Rome. 
And  they  sought  hym,  hi^  he  waa  not  fbunden. 

ff  Alexis  in  a  momynge  on  a  good  frydaye  gane 
his  soul  to  god,  and  departed  out  of  this  worlde. 
And  y*  same  daye  ail  ihe  people  assen^ded  at  Saynt 
Peters  churche  and  prayed  god  y'  he  wolde  shewe 
to  them  where  the  man  of  god  myght  be  foonden 
y^  prayed  for  Rome.  And  a  voyoe  was  herde  that 
came  fro  god  that  sayd.  Ye  shall  fynde  hj^m  in  the 
hous  of  Eufemyen.  And  the  people  said  unto  £u* 
femyen,  Why  hast  thou  hydde  firo  us,  thou  hast 
suche  grace  in  thy  hous.  And  Eufemyen  answered. 
God  knoweth  that  I  knowe  ho  thynge  therof. 
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f[  Archadiiis  and  H<MK>riu8  y^  were  emperoiirs  a( 
Rome»  and  also  y®  pope  Innocent  oommaunded  y^ 
men  sbold  go  unto  Eofmnyens  houa  for  to  enquyre 
diligently  tydynges  of  the  man  of  god.  Eufoaayen 
went  tofore  with  his  servauntes  for  to  make  redy 
his  hous  agaynst  the  comynge  of  the  P<^  and  em- 
peroiira.  And  whan  Alexis  wy£e  nnderstode  the 
cause,  and  how  a  voyee  was  herde  that  came  fro 
godj  sayenge.  Seche  ye  y®  man  of  god  in  Eufe- 
myena  hous,  anon  ahe  sayd  to  Eufemyen.  Syr  se 
yf  this  poore  man  that  ye  have  so  long  kepte  and 
herberowed  be  the  same  man  of  god,  I  have  well 
marked  that  he  hath  lyued  a  right  fayre  and  holy 
ly&*  He  hath  euery  sondaye  receyved  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  awter.  He  hath  ben  ryght  leligyous 
in  £Eistyi^,  in  wakynge,  and  in  prayer,'  and  hath 
suffired-^pacyently  and  debcmayrly  of  our  servaufites 
many  vylanyes.  And  when  EUifemyen  had  herde 
jdl  this,  he  ran  toward  Alexia  and  founde  hym  deed. 
He  dyscpuered  his  visage^  whiche  shcme  and  was 
bryght  as  y^  face  of  an  aungell.  And  anone  he 
returned  towarde  y^  emperours  and  sayd.  We 
have  founden  the  man  of  god  that  we  sought.  And 
lolde  unto  them  how  he  had  herberowed  hym»  and 
how  the  holy  man  had  lyued,  and  also  how  he 
was  deed,  and  that  he  helde  a  byll  or  lettre  in  his 
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hande  which  they  might  not  drawe  out.  Anone  the 
emperoura  with  the  pope  went  to  Eufbmyetis  houBy 
and  came  tofore  the  bedde  where  Alexis  lay  deed 
and  sayd.  How  well  that  we  be  synners,  yet  neuer- 
theless  we  governe  y*  worlde,  and  loo  here  is  y* 
pope  the  generall  fader  of  all  the  chirche,  and  g3rTe 
us  the  lettre  y^  thou  holdest  in  thyn  hwdej  for*  to 
knowe  what  is  the  wrytyng  of  it.  And  the  pope 
wente  tofore  and  toke  the  lettre>  and  toke  it  to  his 
notary  for  to  rede.  And  y*  notary  redde  tofore  the 
pope,  the  emperours  and  all  the  peo|de.  And  whan 
he  came  to  the  poynt  that  made  meneyon  of  his 
fader  and  of  his  moder,  and  also  of  his  wyfe»  and 
that  by  the  enseygnes  *  that  he  had  gyuen  ta  hifl 
wyfe  at  his  departynge,  his  rynge  and  bocle  of  his 
gyrdle  wrapped  in  a  lytell  purple  clothe  at  his  de* 
partynge.  Anone  Eufemyen  fell  downe  in  a  swoone, 
and  whan  he  came  a/gayne  to  hymselfe  he  began  to 
draw  his  heres  and  bette  his  brest  and  fell  downe  on 
the  corps  of  Alexis  his  sone»  and  kyssed  it,  wep3^g 
and  cryenge  in  ryght  grete  sorrowe  of  herte,  say- 
enge.  Alas  ryght  swete  son  wherefore  hast  thou 
made  me  to  sufTre  suche  sorowe,  thou  sawest  what 
sorowe  and  heuynes  we  had  for  the,  alas  why  haddest 
thou  no  pite  on  us  in  so  long  tyme,'  how  myghtest 

1  Signs,  tokens. 
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ihott  tin&e  thy  moder  and  thy  father  wepe  so  moche 
for  the,  and  thou  sawest  it  well  without  takyng 
pyte  on  us.    I  supposed  to  have  herd  some  tyd« 
ynges  of  the,  and  now  I  se  the  lye  deed,  whiche 
sfaoldest  be  my  solace  in  myne  age,  alas  what  solace 
may  I  haue  that  se  my  right  dere  son  deed,  me 
were  better  dye  than  lyve.     Whan  the  mod^  of 
Alexis  sawe  and  herd  this,  she  came  rennynge  lyke 
a  lyonesse  and  cryed,  Alas !  alas !   drawing  her 
heere  in  grete   sorrowe,   scratchynge  her  pappes 
with  her  nayles  sayenge.   These  pappes  haue  gyven 
the  souke,  and  whan  she  myght  not  come  to  the 
corps  Sat  the  foyson  of  people  y^  was  come  ihyder, 
she  cned  and  said.    Make  rome  and  waye  to  me 
Borrowfull  moder  y^  I  may  se  my  desyre  and  my 
dere  son  that  I  have  engendered  and  nourisshed. 
And  as  soon  as  she  came  to  the  body  of  her.  sone, 
she  fell  downe  on  it  pyteously  and.  kyssed  it,  say- 
enge thus.    Alas  for  sorowe  my  dere  son,  y*  lyght 
of  myn  age,  why  hast  thou  made,  us  suffire  so  moche 
sorow,  thou  sawest  thy  fader,  and  me  thy  sorowe* 
full  moder  so  ofle  wepe  for  the,  and  woldest  neuer 
make  to  us  semblaunt  of  sone '.     O  all  ye  y^  haue 
y*  hert  of  a  moder,  wepe  ye  with  me  upon  my  dere 
sone,  whome'  I  haue  had  in  my  hous  vij«  yere  as  a 

I  Thai  iB-^hiw  that  thou  wert  oar  son. 
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poore  nan,  to  whome  my  servauntei  hwe  done 
inocfae  yylany.    A!   fayre  aone  thou  hast  sufiied 
^kem  right  swetely  ahd  ddbonayrly.     Alaa,   thou 
Uiat  were  my  trust,  my  comforte,  and  my  aolace  ia 
myn  olde  age,  how  mightest  thou  hyde  y*  from  me, 
that  am  thy  sorowfull  rooder,  who  shall  gyve  to  myn 
eyen  fhnn  hens  forth  a  fountayn  of  teres  for  to 
make  payne  unto  y^  sorowe  of  my  herte.   And  after 
this  came  the  wyfe  of  Alexis  in  wepyng  tiurowynge 
herselfe  upon  the  body,  and  with  grete  syghesiand 
heuyness   sayd,    Right  swete  firende  -and  ^qpouae 
whome  longe  I  haue  desyred  to  se,  and  chastely  I 
baue  to  y*  kept  myselfe  lyke  a  turtle  y^  alone  with- 
out make '  wayleth  and  wepeth,  and  loo  here  is  my 
ryght  swete  husbonde,  whome  I  have  desyred  to  se 
ailyue,  and  now  I  se  hym  deed,  &o  hens  fi>r«h  I 
wote  not  in  whome  I  shall  haue  fyaunoe  ne  hope. 
Certes  my  solace  is  deed,  and  in  sorowe  I  diall  be 
unto  y*  deth.     For  now  fortho'  I  am  y"  most  un- 
happy amonge  all  women,  and  rekened  amonge  the 
sorowfuU  wydowes.     And  after  these  pyteous  com- 
pkyntes  y*  people  wepte  for  the  deth  of  Alexis. 
The  pope  made  the  body  to  be  taken  up  and  to  be 
put  into  a  shryne,  and  borne  unto  y®  chirche.     And 
whan  it  was  borne  through  y*  cyte  ryght  grete 

1  PartB8r,  oompaBMo.  fi  Heaetforward. 
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feyton '  of  people  came  agaynst  it  and  sayd.  The 
maa  of  god  is  founden  y*  the  cyte  sought.  What- 
somever  sike  body  myght  touch  the  shryne,  he  wai 
anone  heled  of  his  malady. 

There  was  a  blynde  man  y^  recouered  hys  syght, 
and  lame  and  other  he  heled.  The  emperour  made 
gtete  fbyson  of  golde  and  syluer  to  be  tSirowen 
amonge  y^  people  for  to  make  waye  y^  the  shryne 
myght  passe.  And  thus,  by  grete  labour  and  reue* 
reoce,  was  borne  the  body  of  Saint  Alexis  unto  the 
<diurche  of  Saynt  Bonyface,  y*  glorious  mart3rr. 
And  there  was  the  body  put  in  a  shryne  moche  ho- 
nourably made  of  golde  and  syluer,  y*  senenth  dajre 
of  Juyll'.  And  al  the  people  rendred  thankynges 
and  laudes  to  our  lorde  God  fi>r  his  greke  mjrrades, 
unto  whome  be  gyuen  honour,  laude  and  glory  in 
seeula  seculorum.    Amen  \ 


From  the  preceding  narratives,  the  reader  may 
discover  some  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  Ro* 
man  Catholic  worship.  Let  us  glance  at  the  story. 
H^e  is  a  young  man  connected  by  the  closest  of  all 

1  Plenty,  namber.  2  July. 

S  From  the  Golden  Legend,  Ed.  1627.  Printed  by  Wynkyn 
4e Weide, '*  atiht mfgm  of  tht Sanm" in  Fleet-ttreet 
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ties  to.  a  deserving  female,  whom  he  marries  to  read 
a  theological  lecture,  and  then  leave  a  prey  to  irre- 
mediable regret.  He  associates  with  a  number  of 
squalid  wretches,  and  exists  on  the  precarious  bounty 
of  strangers  in  the  most  unprofitable,  not  to  say 
knavish  indolence.  In  the  mean  time  his  broken 
Jiearted  parents  are  devoured  by  an  intense  anxiety, 
of.  which  Ihe  is  totally  regardless.  I  pass  the  mira- 
culous part  of  this  veritable  history ;  if  Prince  Ho- 
henlohe's  marvels  deserve  credit,  it  would  be  incon- 
gruous and  inconsistent  to  refase  it  here.  Our 
**  pious  iBneas,"  disguised  in  the  accumulated  filth 
of  seventeen  years,  returns  to  his  father's  house. 
Here  he  breeds  a  race  of  vermin;  and  luxurioudy 
battens  upon  the  garbage,  which  the  servants,  aware 
of  his  peculiar  taste,  plentifully,  and  one  might  think, 
properly,  communicated.  All  this  while  he  is  an  eye- 
witness, and  an  ear- witness,  of  the  misery  his  ab- 
sence occasions  ;  and,  as  if  to  complete  the  perfec- 
tion of  such  a  character,  he  leaves  behind  him  a  scroU, 
of  which  the  only  effect  must  necessarily  be  to  arouse 
a  keener  agony,  and  to  quicken  a  dying  despair. 
And  this  is  the  monstrous  compound,  which  a  voice 
from  Heaven  proclaims  holy,  and  which  miracles  are 
called  in  to  sanction !  This  is  to  be  emphatically,  a 
"  Man  op  God  !"    He,  who  neglects  every  relative 
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diify ;  he  who  is  a  cruel  apd  ungrateful  smt,  a  bad 
husbandt  and  careless  master ;  he  whose  whole  life 
is  to  consume  time,  not  to  employ  it«-*to  vegetate^ 
but  not  to  exist — to  dream  away  life,  with  every 
sense  locked  up,  every  capability  destroyed,  every 
good  principle  uncultivated — and  that  too  in  the 
most  loathsome  and  degraded  condition — this,  is 
to  be  a  Man  of  God! 

That  the  story  before  us  contains  a  faithful  picture 
of  the  times,  and  of  many  succeeding  times ;  that  it 
describes  the  prevailing  tenets  of  Popery,  will  be 
generally  admitted.  Some,  indeed,  whose  charity 
''  hopeth  the  best,'*  will  be  ready  to  believe,  that  the 
colours  of  an  imaginative  mind  have  been  scattered 
along  it ;  and  that,  however  correspondent  the  out- 
line may  be,  the  sketch  has  been  filled  up  by  the  aid 
of  exaggeration,  while  embellishment  has  stepped 
into  the  place  of  truth.  But  we  have  unfortunately 
too  many  prototypes  in  nature ;  history  is  too  co- 
pious in  examples  to  oblige  us  to  have  recourse  to 
fiction  for  an  illustrative  comment.  The  life  of  Ig- 
natius Loyola,  the  founder  of  the  order  of  Jesus, 
presents  a  very  singular  and  apposite  confirmation 
of  the  remark ;  and  I  am  happy  to  have  received 
a  most  obliging  permission  to  extract  an  able  ar- 
ticle on  this  subject  firom  a  late  number  of  the  Retro- 
spective Review— a  work,  which  I  have  no  hesita- 

TOt.  t.  p 
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Ikmin  coMmeiidhig»  f^dwther  for  die  aotiiMlncaB  of 
its  pnnoiples,  the  depth  and  accuracy  of  its  rt* 
aoarchea,  or  the  hi|^  inteQectual  tiqperiori^  with 
ffhich  it  has  hitherto  been  conducted  \ 


**  We  must  commence  our  history  in  die  year 
1491,  which  was  rendered  important  by  the  birth  of 
Ignatius,  who  first  saw  the  light  in  Spain,  in  die  dis- 
trict called  Guipuscoa.  Being  descended  from  an 
ancient  family,  the  lords  of  Ognez  and  Loyola,  and 
moreover  well-shaped  and  of  a  lively  temper,  his 
&ther  destined  him  for  the  court,  where  he  was  sent 
at  an  early  age  as  page  to  king  Ferdinand.  Incited, 
however,  by  the  example  of  his  brothers,  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  army,  and  his  own 
love  of  glory,  he  soon  grew  weary  of  the  inactivity 
of  a  court  life,  and  determined  to  seek  renown  in 

1  Thb  prodnctioii  deserres  ertfrj  sbar?  of  public  f«?oiur ;  an^ 
large  as  the  present  sale  is  said  to  be»  I  haye  no  doabt  of  its  in- 
orease.  The  nature  of  the  pubfioation,  confined  as  it  is  to  past 
afes  ef  literatore,  will  probably  preclude  that  eircidation  to  which 
itsx^eidts  justly  entitle  it;  but  no  nn,  who  takes  anintflvestin 
the  progress  of  the  human  mind,  and  who  would  know  aomething 
of  works  formerly  so  popular,  though  now  suljected  to  the  nnte- 
biiities  of  human  ci^rice,  "  to  time  and  chance,  which  happeneth 
to  all/'  win  neglect  an  occasion  of  acquiring  as  much  as  Inyestl- 
fitio9  ean  achieyt ,  or  ability  eommmneailia.  In  siipppvt^f  thaas 
remarka  I  refer  to  aa  a^ele  on  Chaucer  contained  in  the  Sevea- 
teenth  Number— not  perhaps  as  the  b$si,  but  as  one  among  many 
good. 
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war.  He  appli^  himself  mOn  great  ataiai%  and 
aucceas  tp  hia  miUtaay  exerciaea,  and  aiM>D  qualified 
Wmwlf  f<«  the  aervice  of  hia  prince.  Itsaaaid,  i^iat 
on  all  oceasiona  he  displayed  gieat  braTcry  asd  con- 
duct; but  die  writera  of  hia  life  bemg  more  inte* 
wated  in  thedetaS  of  hia  Oieoiogieal  wnftre/hai^ 
paaaed  over  hia  militaiy  aohieyenenta  with  a  a%lk 
ooliee,  except  the  affiar  whidi  waa  the  more  iiimie« 
diale  oanae  rf  what  is  called  hia  conveimon.  Thia 
waa  the  io^e  of  Pampduna  by  the  Frendi ;  on 
which  occaaion  Don  Ignatina,  dien  about  thirty 
yeara  of  age,  dii^dayed  gveat  gaUantry,  and  waa 
wounded  by  a  aplinter  in  hia  left  leg,  and  hts  right 
waa  ahnoat  at  the  same  moment  brc^enbyacannon 
shot.  The  wounds  were  fer  a  time  considered  dan- 
gerous; and  the  physicians  declared,  that  unless  a 
change  look  place  before  the  middle  of  the  ni^t 
they  would  prove  fatal :  it  waa  therefcnre  thought  ad« 
viseaUe  that  the  aacrament  ahould  be  administered 
to  hfcn.  This  fortunately  happened  to  be  theeve  of 
St*  Peter,  .for  whom  Ignatius  had  a  apedal  venera- 
tk^B  and  in  whlase  priiise  be  had  £>rmady  indited 
certain  Spanish  verses.  This  early  pie^,  seya  Ma£> 
&{,  produced  too  mnall  fruit,  for  before  the  critical 
time  of  Uie  night  arrived*  Ae  apoatk  af^ieared  to 
hSm  in  a  viaioa,  bringwg  *  healing  on  M|  winga.' 
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**  Another  of  his  Inographen  conjectores  thatllfi^ 
prince  of  the  apostles  effected^  his  restoration  to 
health,  because  he  had  a  special  interest  in  the  cnre 
of  a  man  destined  by  heaven  to  maintain  the  atrtho- 
rity  of  the  Holy  See  against  heresy.  However  this 
may  be,  Ignatins  assuredly  recovered,  although  a 
slight  deformity  remained  on  his  leg,  caused  by  the 
protrusion  of  a  bone  under  the  knee.  Grievously 
afBicted  that  the  symmetry  of  his  person  should  be 
thus  spoiled,  he  determined  to  have  the  obnoxious 
bone  cut  off,  and  the  operation  was  performed  almost 
without  producing  a  change  of  countenance  in  the 
hardy  soldier.  Notwithstanding  all  his  care,  how- 
ever, his  right  leg  always  remained  somewhat 
shorter  than  the  left.  Restrained  from  walking,  mid 
confined  to  his  bed,  he  requested,  in  order  to  amuse 
himself,  to  be  furnished  widi  some  books  of  chival- 
ry, the  sort  of  reading  which  chiefly  occupied  the 
attention  of  people  of  quality  at  that  time ;  but  in- 
stead of  Palmerin  of  England^  or  Amadis  of  Owskl^ 
they  brought  him  The  Lives  of  the  Saints.  At  first 
he  read  them  without  any  other  view  ^an  that  of 
beguiling  the  time ;  but  by  degrees  hie  began  to  re- 
lish them,  and  at  length  became  so  absorbed  in  the 
study  of  asceticism,  that  he  passed  whole  days  in 
__  studying  The  Lives  of  the  Saints^  and  finally  made  a 


d  by  Google 


itsolutioii  to  imitate  men  who  had  so  diatbiguiahed 
themaelves  by  wamDg  against  dieir  own  flesh  and 
Uood*    These  aspirations  were  succeeded  by  his 
fi>fmer  desire  for  military  glory  ;  but  after  various 
mental  conflicts,  and  a  great  deal  of  reflection^  the 
charms  of  penance  at  loigth  completely  triumphed* 
"  For  thepurpose  of  gratifying  this  passion,  he  de- 
termined to  go  barefoot  to  tiie  Hdy  Land,  to  clothe 
himself  in  sackcloth,  to  live  upon  bread  and  water, 
to  sleep  on  ^e  bare  ground,  and  to  choose  a  desert 
for  his  abode ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  as  his  leg  was 
not  sufficiently  well  to  allow  him  to  carry  his  wishes 
into  effect,  in  order  in  a  slight  degree  to  satisfy  the 
longings  of  his  soul,  he  spent  part  of  the  night  in 
weeping  for  his  sins;  and  one  night,  prostrating 
himself  before  an  image  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  he 
consecrated  himself  to  the  service  of  her  and  her 
Son.     Immediately  he  heard  a  terrible  noise.     The 
house  dftook,  the  windows  were  broken,  and  a  rent 
made  in  the  wall,  which  was  long  after,  and  probably 
may  at  this  day  be  seen.  These  extraordinary  signs 
are  not  noticed  by  Mafiei ;  but  his  less  cautious 
brother,  Ribadeneira,  relates  the  fact,  although  he  is 
in  some  doubt  whether  it  was  a  sign  of  the  approba-* 
tion  of  the  Deity,  or  of  the  rage  of  the  devils,  at  see* 
ing  their  prey  ravished  &om  Chem. 
?3 
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'*  Aatdwr  nigiit  Ihe  VocgM  appMral  to  Iim»  b^^ 
mg  her  Son  ia  her  arms ;  a  i^^  wfaidi  aa  rafla 
mUbtd,  hifli  witk  sfnikual  unctiii^  duit  frooa.  flMie 
tiaae  fiirwwdhu  sold  became  punfiedy  and  aDimiil^ 
ef  aenauid  ddigfat  were  fat  ever  raiedfironi  hiaiiiiiid« 
He  &k  khnaelf  re-created,  aad  spent  ill  hia  tiow  m 
seadingy  wiitingi  and  nseditadlQ^  <»  peri^MiDing 
aomething  extraordinary*  At  loigt)i  be  saliied 
forth  from  Loyiila,  yrhne  be  bad  been  eomreyod  after 
the  siege  of  Pampehmay  and  took  the  road  to  Mom- 
senraty  a  monastery  of  BeoedictineB,  at  that  time  fin- 
nunis  for  the  demotions  of  pilgrims,  maldag  by  the 
way  a  vow  of  perpetual  ehastityi  one  of  the  instnfr- 
meots  with  which  he  proposed  to  arm  himseif  in  his 
eontemi^atied  combats.  He  had  not  ridden  fiur  be* 
fore  he  feU  in  with  a  Moor,  with  whom  he  entered 
mto  conversation,  and  amongst  other  topics  engi^fed 
in  an  argument  about  the  immaculate  poriQr  of  the 
Messed  Virgin.  The  Moor  agreed,  that  imtii  the 
burth  of  Christ,  Mary  preserved  her  virgimty ;  bat  he 
maiaktained,  that  vthm  she  became  a  mother  she 
ceased  to  be  a  virgin.  The  knight  heard  this  tree- 
son  agamst  his  lady  with  the  greatest  horror ;  and 
the  Moor,  perceiving  die  diseussion  was  tending  to 
a  disagreeable  point,  set  spurs  to  hia  horse  and  made 
off*    The  champion  of  the  honour  of  the  blessed 
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«Vifgks  mbtstn,  tvMl6  it^  ddtlbt  wheih^  it  wa^  re- 
ffaaated  of  faim  t<>  tetetag^  Ai^  bliusjAketMied  of  I3ie 
Moor.  He,  bowser,  followed  Mm,  untO  he  Arrived 
ftt  ft  phict  where  the  rond  patted,  one  branch  of  it 
ieacteg'to  Montserrat,  and  the  other  to  a  viDage  whi* 
tiier  the  Moor  Wfti  gohig ;  and  being  mindful  of  the 
eitpedient  which  errant  knightu  of  old  frequently 
adopted  to  ncire  a  doubt,  he  very  wisely  determined 
to  be  guided  by  his  horse,  and  if  the  animal  took  the 
teatne  road  as  the  Moor,  to  take  vengeance  on  him ; 
if  nof^  dieft  to  pursue  hits  way  in  peace  to  Montser- 
irat.  The  horse  being  of  a  peaceable  disposition, 
took  ^be  road  to  Montserrat ;  and  having  arrived  at 
a  villi^,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on  which  the 
ttionadtery  stands,  his  rider  purchased  the  etpiipage 
of  a  pilgrim,  and  proceeding  to  the  monastery,  sought 
out  an  able  spiritual  director,  and  confessed  his  sins, 
whieh  he  did  in  so  full  and  ample  a  manner,  and  in- 
terrupted it  with  such  torrents  of  tears,  that  his  con* 
ftssion  lasted  diree  days.  The  next  step  which  Ig- 
natius took  was  to  seek  out  a  i>oor  man,  to  whom, 
stripping  himself  to  his  shirt,  he  privately  gave  all 
his  clothes ;  then,  putting  on  his  pilgrim's  weeds,  he 
returned  to  the  church  of  the  monastery '.     Here, 

I  Let  the  render  here  turn  to  the  "  Life  of  Alexins/'  and  parti* 
«alarlj  to  pages  G6|  67,  of  this  Tolmne. 
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jremembcriag  that  it  was  cnaUatmey  fat  paraons  4d 
watch  a  whole  night  in  their  anna,  {Hrevioiialy  to 
their  being  knighted,  he  determined,  in  like  mamoa 
to  keep  hi«  vigil  before  the  altar  of  hit  Lady ;  and 
impending  his  sword  upon  a  pillar,  in  token  of  Us 
renouncing  secular  war&re,  he  continued  in  prayer 
the  whole  night,  devoting  himself  to  the  Saviour  and 
the  blessed  Virgin,  as  their  true  knight,  according 
to  the  practice  of  chivalry. 

"  Early  in  the  morning  he  departed  from  Montser** 
rat,  leaving  his  horse  to  the  monastery,  and  receiv- 
ing in  exchange  certain  penitential  instrum^ts  from 
his  ghostly  father.  With  his  staff  in  his  hand,  his 
scrip  by  his  side,  bare-headed,  one  foot  unshod,  (the 
other  being  still  weak  from  his  wound)  he  walked 
briskly  to  Manreaa,  a  small  town  about  three  leagues 
from  Montserrat.  Resolved  to  make  Manre^  illus* 
trious  by  his  exemplary  penance,  he  took  up  hi» 
abode  at  the  hospital  for  pilgrims  and  sick  persons ; 
he  girded  his  loins  with  an  iron  chain,  put  on  a  hair 
shirt,  disciplined  himself  three  times  a  day,  laid  upon 
the  bare  ground,  and  lived  upon  bread  and  water 
for  a  week.  Not  content  with  these  mortifications, 
he  sometimes  added  to  his  hair  shirt  a  girdle  of  cer- 
tain herbs  full  of  thorns  and  prickles.  He  qpent 
seven  hours  every  day  in  prayer,  and  frequently 
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continued  a  length  of  time  without  motion.  Consi- 
dering, however,  that  this  maceration  of  his  body 
would  advance  him  but  a  little  way  to  heaven,  he 
next  resolved  to  stifle  in  himself  all  emotions  of  pride 
and  self-love,  and  for  this  end,  he  studiously  ren- 
dered himself  disgusting,  neglecting  his'person,  and, 
to  hide  his  quality,  assuming  a  clownish  carriage. 
With  his  face  covered  with  dirt,  his  hair  matted,  and 
his  beard  and  nails  of  a  fearful  length,  but  his  soul 
filled  with  inward  satisfaction,  he  begged  his  bread 
from  door  to  door,  a  spectacle  of  scorn  and  ridicule 
to  all  the  inhabitants  and  children  of  Manreza  '• 
He  persevered  in  this  course,  notwithstanding  the 
suggestions  of  the  wily  enemy  of  mankind,  w)io 
wished  to  tempt  him  to  the  world  again,  until  a  re- 
port was  circulated  that  he  was  a  person  of  quality, 
and  the  feelings  of  the  people  were  converted  from 
scorn  and  ridicule  to  admiration  and  reverence, 
whereupon  he  retreated  to  a  cave  in  the  neighbour- 
hood '.  The  gloom  of  his  new  abode  excited  in  him 
a  lively,  vigorous  spirit  of  penance,  in  which  he  re- 
velled with  the  utmost  fervour,  and  without  the  least 
restraint.     He  chastised  his  body  four  or  five  times 

1  Compile  witii  this  aoconnt  wh«t  is  wii  of  Alenns  io  page  6Tt 
%  Vide  page  60.  ^ 
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a  day  with  hi»  iron  chokii  abstained  firdm  feod  mdSL 
exhauMed  nature  compelled  hiiti  to  refireA  Imnself 
with  a  toff  TootMf  and  instead  of  praykig  aevenhomrs 
aday,  he  did  nothing  but  pray  from  momii^  wM 
nkf^tf  and  again,  ftrom  night  until  monung,  lament 
ing  hie  transgressions,  and  praising  the  mercies  of 
God.  These  excessive  indnlgencies  mightily  iii»- 
paired  his  health,  and  brought  on  a  dis^Me  of  the 
stomadi,  which  at  intervals  afflicted  him,  unt3  the 
time  of  his  death  :  the  spiritual  joye  which  they  had 
fbrmeriy  brought,  suddenly  disappeared,  he  became 
melancholy,  had  thoughts  of  destroying  himself,  and 
then  reelecting  to  have  read  of  a  hermit  who,  hav- 
ing fruitlessly  petitioned  for  a  favour  from  Ood,  de*- 
termined  to  eat  nothing  until  Ins  prayers  were  heard, 
he  also  resolved  to  do  the  same ;  he  persevered  for 
a  week,  and  then  at  the  command  of  his  spiritual 
director  left  off  fasting*  His  troubles  ceased,  and 
he  now  began  to  wax  into  a  samt.  He  had  a  vituon 
of  the  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  of  whidi  he 
spoke,  although  he  could  only  just  read  and  write, 
with  so  much  light,  and  with  such  suUime  expre»* 
sions,  that  the  most  ignorant  were  instructed,  md 
the  most  learned  delighted.  Nay,  he  wrote  down 
his  conceptions  of  this  mystery,  but  we  lament  to 
say,  that  his  manuscript  was  unfortunately  lost*  Hia 
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vnkmfr  began  to  iiHilti]^»  the  most  rmnarkaUe  of 
which  was  an  extacy,  whidi  lasted  eight  days,  nei- 
ther more  nor  less*  These  illuminations  were  so 
conviilOHig,  that  lie  was  heard  to  say,  that  had  the 
revelations  never  been  recorded  in  Scripture,  he 
would  still  have  maintained  them  to  the  last  drop 
of  his  blood.  The  heavenly  favours  he  thus  re- 
ceived he  opened  in  part  to  his  ghostly  directors, 
but  with  this  exception,  he  shut  them  up  in  his  own 
heart.  His  efforts  to  conceal  himself  from  the  eyes 
of  men  were  vain,  his  austerities  and  extacies, 
aided  by  the  belief  of  his  being  a  man  of  quality 
in  disguise,  attracted  crowds  of  people  to  see  and 
hear  him,  and  he  was  pronounced — ^a  saint. 

**  Notwithstanding  that  the  necessary  consequence 
of  actions  like  these  was  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  world,  he  is  described  as  being  desirous  of  with- 
drawing himself  from  the  notice  and  esteem  of  men, 
and  he  resolved  to  carry  into  execution  a  design, 
which  he  had  long  nourished,  of  visiting  the  Holy 
Land.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to  Barcelona, 
where  he  embarked  on  board  a  ship  about  to  sail 
for  Italy,  landed  at  Gayeta  in  15$8,  and  proceeded 
on  foot  to  Rome,  where  he  received  the  Pope's  be» 
loediction,  and  obtained  permission  to  make  a  pil» 
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gnmage  to  Jernaalem.  From  Rome  he  went  M 
Venice,  where  he  embarked,  and  arrived  at  Jenisa-r 
lem,  on  the  4th  of  September  in  that  year. 

"  Here  his  heart  was  touched  widi  themost  ten** 
der  devotion,  and  he  began  to  deliberate  whether 
he  should  fix  his  residence  on  the  illustrious  soil  of 
Judssa,  and  apply  himself  to  the  conversion  of  the 
infideb.  For  his  greater  satisfaction,  he  consulted 
the  si^>erior  of  the  Franciscans,  who  had  the  care 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre ;  the  superior  remitted  him 
to .  the  Father  Provincial,  who  counselled  him 
to  return  to  Europe,  but  Ignatius,  having  some 
acrufdes  about  abandoning  his  design,  answered 
the  Provincial,  that  nothing  but  the  fear  of  dis« 
pleasing  God  should  make  him  leave  the  Holy 
Land.  **  Why  then,"  said  the  Provincial,  "  you 
shall  be  gone  to-morrow ;  I  have  powar  from  the 
holy  see  to  send  back  what  pilgrims  I  please,  and 
you  cannot  resist  me  without  offending  God."  Ig« 
natius  submitted  without  another  word,  leftJeru- 
salem  on  the  following  day,  and  arrived  at  Venice 
about  the  end  of  January,  1524.  A  Spanish  mer-» 
^hant  at  this  place  forced  him  to  take  fifteen  or  six- 
teen reals,  but  on  his  coming  to  Ferrara  he  gave  a 
real  to  the  first  beggar  that  held  out  his  hand,  a 
second  came,  and  he  ^^ave  him  another.    Thes^ 
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libaraUties  drew  all  die  beggars  to  hinii  and  he  re-* 
fiiaed  none  no  long  as  his  money  lasted,  and  when  he 
had  done,  he  b^fan  to  beg  himself,  whereupon  they 
cried  out,  A  saints  a  simt '  /  He  needed  no  moris 
to  make  him  leave  the  place;  he  continued  his 
journey  through  Lombardy  to  Genoa,  where  he 
embarked  for  Barcelona,  During  his  voyage  from 
the  Holy  Land,  he  had  reflected  a  good  deal  on 
the  subject  of  converting  the  infidels,  and  consider* 
ing  that  without  the  aid  of  human  learning  his 
eQbrts  would  be  comparatively  inefficacious,  he  de- 
termined to  put  himself  under  the  care  of  Ardebalo, 
the  master  of  the  grammar  school  at  Barcelona; 
He  was  now  thirty-three  years  of  age.  On  his 
arrival  at  Barcelona,  he  fell  to  the  study  of  the  ru« 
diments  of  the  Latin  language,  and  went  every  day 
to  school  with  the  little  children ;  but  whilst  his 
master  was  explaining  the  rules  of  grammar,  he 
was  deeply  engaged  with  the  mysteries  of  taith. 
This  distraction  of  attention  he  ascribed  to  the 
powers  of  darkness,  and  made  a  vow  to  continue 
his  studies  with  greater  application,  nay,  he  re* 
quested  of  Ardebalo  to  require  the  same  task  from 
him  as  the  rest  of  the  boys,  and  if  he  did  not  per-i 
form  it,  to  punish  him  as  he  punished  them,  by  re- 
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prkmiidi  and  ttripei^  We  dd  sot  hwn  wlietlMr 
die  nMter  was  ttceeantated  to  quicken  his  ■clk>)ar^9 
diligenee  in  tbe  way  snggdsted,  bat  it  if  eertain 
dm  lie  now  pioceeded  in  lus  stoats  widi  mttdi 
greater  fecBity.  About  this  time,  be  read  tbe  JSit- 
ddridion  MUkis  Christiani  of  Erasmus,  wbicb  had 
been  recomniended  to  him,  but  finding  that  it 
wanted  fenrour,  and  in  fact,  dimmisbed  bis  devotion 
atid  exercises  of  piety,  (and  was  probably  reducing 
him  to  a  reasonable  Christian)  he  threw  away  die 
book,  and  conceived  such  a  hcHTor  of  it,  that  he 
would  never  read  it  more,  and  when  he  became 
General  of  die  Jesuits,  ordered  diat  the  societ7 
should  not  read  the  works  of  Erasmus.  Being  re« 
established  in  his  health,  he  renewed  his  austerities, 
but,  for  the  sake  of  study,  retrenched  a  part  of  his 
seven  hours  of  prayer.  John  Pascal,  a  devout 
youth,  the  son  of  die  woman  with  whom  he  lodged, 
would  fluently  rise  in  the  night  to  observe  what 
Ignatius  was  doing  in  his  chamber,  and  somedmes 
he  saw  him  on  his  knees,  at  others,  prostrate  on  the 
ground,  and  once  he  thought  he  saw  him  elevated 
from  die  eardi,  and  surrounded  widi  light,  or  aa 
Buder  expresses  it  m  his  Hudibnis, 

**  Hang  like  Mahomet  in  th'  air. 
Or  Saint  Ignatias  at  Ma  prayer/' 
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^*  Bot  whikt  Igntfios  was  Ubonring  after  kit  own 
perfeetioiv  he  did  not  neglect  that  of  hia  neig^dioniv 
employing  thofNi  hours  which  were  not  deroted  to 
study,  in  withdrawing  sonls  from  vice,  by  str&ing 
examples  and  edifying  discourses.^  Remarkable 
instances  of  his  success  are  related,  apd  on  one 
occasion  his  interference  cost  him,  to  his  inward  de« 
light,  a  soiHid  external  bastinado,  which  occasioned 
ifty  days  of  sickness  and  pain.  Having  continued 
nearly  two  years  at  Barcelona,  he  was  advised  to 
pursue  a  course  of  philosophy  at  the  University  of 
Alcala,  to  which  place  he  went  accompanied  by 
three  young  men,  whom  he  had  brou^t  into  the 
way  of  virtue,  and  who  had  desired  to  accompany 
him :  to  them  he  added  a  fourth  on  his  arrival  at 
Alcala.  He  had  no  sooner  arrived  than  he  began 
to  study  with  such  extreme  eagerness,  applyii^ 
himself  to  so  many  sciences  at  once,  that  his  under- 
standing became  confused,  and  his  labour  produced 
no  fruits.  Disheartened  with  his  little  progress,  he 
employed  his  time  in  prayer,  in  catechising  children^ 
and  attending  the  sick  in  the  hospital.  The  mar- 
velous changes  effected  by  Ignatius  in  Al(»da 
durough  his  preaching  and  remonstrances,  at  length 
gave  rise  to  a  rumour  that  he  was  either  a  magician 
or  a  heretiey  which  cofqxing  to  the  ears  of  ^he  inqui* 
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sitors  at  Toledo,  they  were  induced  to  believe  that 
he  was  an  Uluminato  or  Lutheran,  vni  in  order  to 
investigate  the  matter,  they  came  to  Alcala  to  take 
his  examination  upon  the  spot.  After  an  exact  in-* 
quiry,  Ignatius  was  pronounced  innocent,  but  was 
admonbhed  by  the  Grand  Vicar,  that  he  and  hia 
companions,  not  belonging  to  any  religious  order, 
must  not  dress  in  uniform  habits,  and  he  forbid 
him  to  go  bare-foot,  with  both  which  commands  he 

complied,  and  ever  after  wore  shoes. 

♦     ^  #         »         ♦        ♦        ♦ 

**  About  this  time,  Ignatius  being  afflicted  with 
indisposition,  partly  from  his  austerities,  and  partly 
from  the  climate  of  Paris,  was  advised  by  his  phy- 
sicians to  try  the  benefit  of  his  native  air ;  an  ad* 
vice  which  he  the  more  readily  adopted,  partly 
because  three  of  his  companions  had  some  business 
to  transact  in  Spain  before  they  could  absolutely 
renounce  all  their  worldly  goods;  and  partly  that 
he  might  repair  the  scandal  of  his  youth  by  his  pre- 
sent virtuous  demeanour.  Having  committed  the 
care  of  the  society  to  Faber,  he  departed  for  his 
native  country ;  making  use,  however,  of  a  horse, 
on  account  of  the  weakness  of  his  foot.  He  went 
to  Azpeda,  a  town  near  the  castle  of  Loyola,  where 
the  clergy,  hearing  of  his  approach,  assembled  tQ 
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i«oeive  hmi.  He  refused,  howerer,  to  take  up  his 
abode  with  his  brother.at  die  castle  of  Loyoh ;  and 
instead  of  making  use  of  the  bed  and  provisions 
which  he  sent  to  hiln  at  the  hospital,  he  chose  to  lie 
on  the  bed  of  a  poor  man,  taking  care,  howcTer^ 
every  morning  to  disarrange  the  other,  as  if  he  had 
slept  in  it ;  and  distributed  the  provisions  he  re- 
ceived firom  Loyola  amongst  the  poor,  and  heggti 
his  bread  about  the  town.  Once  only  he  went^ 
'  upon  compulsion,'  to  visit  the  inmates  of  Loyola, 
the  sight  of  which  renewed  the  memory  of  his  for- 
mer life,  and  inspired  him  with  an  ardent  love  of 
xnortification*  In  consequence,  he  forthwith  put  on 
a  sharp  hair  shirt,  girded  himself  with  a  great  chain 
of  iron,  and  disciplined  himself  every  night.  He 
catechised  the  children,  he  preached  every  Sunday, 
and  two  or  three  times  in  the  week  besides ;  until, 
the  churches  not  being  able  to  contain  the  great 
crowds  who  came  to  hear  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
hold  forth  in  the  open  fields,  '  et  auditores  arbores 
complere  cogerentur.'  The  first  time  he  preached^ 
he  told  the  assembly  that  he  had  been,  for  a  long 
time,  grievously  afiBiicted  by  a  sin  of  his  youth  r— 
he  had,  he  said,  with  other  boys,  broken  into  a 
garden,  and  carried  ofi*  a  quantity  of  fruit;  an 
offence  for  which  an  innocent  person  was  sent  to 
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prison,  AttdcondeBBiMl  to  pftydttBi^^  *"!,  thmiE- 
love,"  ie  proceeded,  '*  am  the  oflbudfflr ;  he  is  tlie 
ipnoceiit  peraoa :  I  hove  simed-^I  htLV€  Mred !" 
mi  he  oaUed  bdfore  hkn  Che  «iaa,  who  by  diance 
.WM  pcesent^  and  gaiFe  hiin,  before  the  piiblfe,  two 
fiorms,  wluch  belonged  to  him.  We  shall  pass  ove^ 
the  partioalar  eireamstatices  of  soeeess  which  at- 
tended his  preadni^:  it  will  be  suflkieiit  to  appnse 
our  readers,  that  as  soon  as  he  pte*^hed  agunst  the 
immodest  attore  of  the  women,  it  disappeared ;  ^t 
the  same  day  he  denounced  gaming,  the  gamesters 
threw  their  dice  mto  the  river ;  that  the  eonrteaans 
made  holy  jnlgrimages  on  feot,  and  the  blasphekners 
ceased  to  curse. 

*'  Although  this  sketch  of  the  life  of  Ignatius 
Loyola  bears  no  pr<^rnon  to  the  details  which 
have  been  given  of  it  by  about  twenty  biographers, 
it  is,  we  conceive,  sufficiently  ample  to  enable  the 
reader  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  his  character. 
It  has  been  thought  that  the  society  of  Jesuits  owed 
its  or^m  to  the  enthusiasm,  rather  than  the  policy, 
of  ite  founder  '•  Let  the  reader  trace  him  from 
his  conversion  to  his  death,  follow  him  throu^  his 
jr^;orous  injection  of  sdf-punishtnent,  his  festbgs 

1  Robertson's  Charles  V.,  v.  iii.  b.  6,    Bayle,  Art.  Loyola. 
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wM  ^klitiisted  nitwre  Wan  ready  to  sidi  under  liis 
aerofe  Hustentw^  has  rohintary  beggaryi  his  grow- 
ing reputetioti  jfbr  Mnctity,  lii»  flig^ht  ffotti  pnUic 
BOttee  and  re?er^noe  whilst  he  purswdd  the  very 
means  to  obtAio  tiiem,  his  being  stamped  a  saint, 
his  applicatum  to  human  learning,  the  unfolding  of 
hk  news,  die  alteration  in  his  austerities,  in  his 
habits  of  life  and  mode  of  dress,  and  he  win  pro* 
bably  be  of  a  different  opinion.  Enthusiasm  was 
dcHibtless  the  inspiring  fountain  at  which  he  first 
dras^;  not  so  much,  howevw,  the  en^usiasm  of 
an  ardent  and  noble  nitnd,  as  a  preternatural  exdte* 
ment  caused  by  the  sort  of  leading  to  which  acci* 
dent  imrited  him,  working  on  a  debilitated  and 
feverish  frame.  His  enthusiasm,  after  the  first 
ebullition,  seems  to  have  had  a  method  in  it ;  it 
led  him  to  just  so  much  voluntary  suffering  as  was 
necessary  to  gain  him  the  reputation  of  a  saint,  and 
it  was  probably  at  that  species  of  fame  that  he  at 
first  aimed :  his  affected  humility  was  ostentation ; 
his  pretended  seclusion,  notoriety ;  he  did  not  eon* 
ceal  from  his  lefb  hand  what  his  right  hand  did,  he 
distributed  the  alms  he  had  acquired  to  beggars, 
said  as  soon  as  he  had  done  hegan  to  beg  himsdf, 
to  the  admiration  of  the  professors  of  mendicity ; 
and  it  was  no  wonder  they  should  cry  out,  a  saint, 


S9^  Koim. 

A  SAiKT !  He  did  not  retire  into  traddeift  deaerts 
Hke  the  *  eremites'  of  old,  but  like  a  retiring  beanty, 
sttiBnred  his  flight  from  the  world  to  be  seen,  and 
was  shocked  when  he  was  followed.  Whilst  render- 
ing  himself  an  object  of  loathing  and  disgust,  and 
attenuating  his  body  to  the  proper  point  of  sanctity, 
it  was  swelling  with  holy  pride  and  inward  gratula- 
tion ;  but  as  soon  as  this  part  of  his  object  was 
once  accomplished,  he  threw  off  his  tattored  robes, 
and  iron  chain,  lie  diminished  his  hours  of  prayer, 
and  grander  prospects  and  mightier  power  began  to 
open  before  him*  Not  that  he  Would  have  hesitated 
to  continue  them  for  the  purpose  of  preserring  his 
reputation  or  securing  an  important  object;  but 
what  is  to  be  remarked,  is,  that  those  things  which 
he  had  formerly  considered  indispensable,  were  now 
no  longer  thought  so>  and  that  without  any  diange  ' 
of  the  circumstances  which  originally  made  them 
necessary,  and  it  is  not  sufficient  to  resort  to  visions 
to  account  for  the  change.  For,  although  an  enthu- 
siastic imagination  might  see  such  things  '  in  dim 
perspective,'  the  whole  of  the  conduct  of  Ignatius 
marks  him  to  be  a  cool  persevering  and  calculating 
politician  *,  and  the  visions  themselves  ceased,  when 

1  ThoQgli  his  biographers  considered  him  of  an  ardent  tempera- 
ment, his  physicians  thought  him  of  a  phlegmatic  constitution. 
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IM>  laager  i^uired  to  i^read  his  name  and  consc^* 
date  his  power.  Though  influenced  hy  motives  of 
ambition,  they  were  not  those  of  wealth  or  rank, 
but  of  real,  substantial  power ;  and,  although  some 
obscure  thoughts  of  framing  a  religious  Order  might 
have  obtruded  upon  his  meditations  at  Manreza,  it 
is  probable  that  the  precise  nature  of  it  was  only 
gradually  unfolded,  and  not  completed  until  he  was 
about  to  leave  Paris  *.** 


The  latter  part  of  the  life  of  Ignatius  Loyola,  bears 
no  proportion  to  its  outset.  Enthusiasm  had  abated, 
and  policy  was  the  cynosure  of  his  subsequent  ca« 
reer.  In  this  he  differs  from  Alexius ;  as  he  be- 
came more  active,  he  became  less  a  Saint  ;  and  as 
his  mind  opened,  and  reason  assumed  her  proper 
station,  he  gradually  lost  the  fanatic  in  the  designing 
founder  of  a  sect.  What  he  retained  of  fanaticism 
was  chiefly  external,  and  artificial ;  but  the  leading 
features  of  his  life,  accord  surprizingly  with  the  le- 
gendary character  of  the  text.  Had  Loyola  re. 
mained  always  ignorant,  he  had  been  always  a  bigot ; 
and,  judging  by  the  commencement  of  his  life,^ 
*  Retrospsctive  Review,  No.  XVIL 
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would  baj^e  died  as  umImb  and  at  bmdoiaosie  ta 
society  as  tlie  son  of  the  scnatov  Enfiwniafi. 

Note  13.    Page  80. 

'<  What  I  expended^  I  have ;  fvhat  J  gOM  mma^t  / 
hate:' 

From  hence,  in  all  probability,  Robert  Byrkes 
derived  the  quaint  epitaph,  which  is  to  be  found,  ac- 
cording to  Gough,  in  Doncaster  church,  ''  new  cut " 
upon  his  tomb  in  Roman  capitals. 

"  How*  :  Howe  -:  who  is  kearo  : 
I,  Robin  of  DoooMter,  tnd  MATffreft  nj  fisro  1« 

Thatltpmittthaltllua: 
Thai  I  gav9,  thai  J  have: 
That  I  left,  that  I  lost. 

A.D.  1ST9. 

Q«od  Robertas  Bjrkes, 

who  in  this  worlda 

did  reygpie  thre 

score  yeares  and  seaven, 

and  jet  lived  not  one.^ 

Note  14.     Page  81. 
The  story  seems  h^e  to  be  defectiire;  "  what  I 
egq^nded>  I  have:  what  I  gave  away^  I  have,"  re* 

t  Wife— properlj  oompainon,  oomrade. 
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cgjyei  na  inrpimnriogu  It  may  be  filki  i^  thus ; 
"  What  I  expended,  I  have/'  that  tt»  hamg  ex^ 
pendedmy  property  with  judgment,  I  have  received 
various  benefits  which  remain  to  me  in  my  posterity. 
**  What  I  gave  away,  I  have,**  that  is,  my  donations 
have  ptocured  for  me  the  tfaai^k^  of  the  poor,  wid  the 
blessinjif  of  heavepou 

Note  15.    Page  86. 
**  Must  and  vmegar" 

Must^  is  new  wine.  *^  Vinum  igitur  mustum^  quo* 
roodo  Cato  loquitur,  idem  est,  quod  funtm^  sive 
oivoc  fno^x^^^i'  Nonius :  Mustum^  non  solum  vinum, 
veri\m  novellum  quicquid  est,  recte  dicitur." 

Vinegar^  Lat  acetum.  *'  Optimum,  et  laudatis- 
simum  acetum  a  Romanis  habebatur  iBgyptum, 
quod  acrimoniam  quidem  habebat  multam,  sed  mix- 
tam  tamen  dulcedipe  aliqua,  quae  asperitatem  toUerit, 
nee  horrorem  gustandi  injiceret/'  FaccioL  The  vi- 
negar spoken  of  in  the  text,  ^as  probably  sweet- 
ened* 

Note  16.    Page  90. 

There  are  several  popular  stories  not  iinlike  the 
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present ;  but  they  will  probably  occur  to  the  me* 
nory  of  most  readers. 


Note  17.    Page  92. 

There  is  a  curious  defence  of  transubstantiation 
in  this  moral ;  and  we  may  admire  its  ingenuity 
while  we  reprobate  the  absurd  doctrine  it  is  designed 
to  advocate. 

"  You  ask,"  says  the  writer  of  the  Gest,  "  by 
what  means  bread  may  be  converted  into  the  real 
body  of  Christ*  Observe  how  the  mother  nourishes 
her  child.  If  she  hunger,  abd  want  milk,  the  in- 
fant, deprived  of  its  proper  sustenance,  languishes 
and  dies.  But  if,  in  her  greatest  extremity,  she 
drink  but  the  lees  of  wine,  those  lees,  taken  by  the 
mouth,  become  changed  into  blood,  and  supply  milk 
and  nutriment  to  the  child.  If  nature,  then,  exert 
so  much  power  over  the  woman,  how  much  more 
shall  the  virtue  of  the  sacramental  rite,  operating  by 
the  mouth  of  the  priest,  (that  is,  by  the  words  of 
Christ  proceeding  from  his  mouth),  convert  bread 
into  flesh,  and  wine  into  blood." 
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Note  17».    Page  93. 

"  The  widow  of  a  Castellan" 

The  CasteHan  was  a  military  guardian  of  a  castle ; 
and  of  the  same  dignity  as  the  viscount.  See  Du- 
<:ange« 

Note  18.    Page  96. 

"  This  story  is  told  in  Caxton's  Golden  Le- 
GENDE  t,  and  in  the  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints. 
Hence  Julian,  or  Saint  Julian,  was  called  hospitator, 
or  the  gode  herberjour ;  and  the  Pater  Noster  be- 
came famous,  which  he  used  to  say  for  the  souls  of 
his  father  and  mother  whom  he  had  thus  unfortu- 
nately killed.  The  peculiar  excellencies  of  this 
prayer  are  disjdayed  by  Boccace.     Chaucer,  speak- 

.  *  This  notation  is  an  error  of  the  Press. 

t  "  Fol.  00.  ed.l4W."— TTar/on.  There  were  a  great  many 
Saints  of  this  name.  "  Of  this  Sajnt  Jnljen  some  saje  this  is  he 
that  pjlgryms  and  wayfarying  men  call  and  reqnyre  for  good  her- 
borowe,  because  our  Lorde  was  lodged  in  his  boas.  Bat  it  seem* 
eth  better  that  it  is  he  jt  slewe  his  fader  and  moder  ignorantly,  of 
wh(Ane  the  hystory  is  hereafter/'  Cax.  Oolden  Leg,  fol.  85.  ed. 
1527. 

VOL.  I.  a 


d  by  Google 


83S  K0TKEL 

ing  of  the  hospitable  disposition  of  his  Frankelein, 
says— 

'*  Saint  Jolitn  he  wag  in  his  own  conntre  K 

*'  This  history  is,  like  the  last,  related  by  our 
compilers  in  the  words  of  Juiam*s  L^pead,  as  it 
stands  m  Jaootos  de  Vonigiiie.  Bofisoiklm  has  m* 
serted  Antoninus's  account  of  this  saint,  whieh  ap- 
pears also  to  be  Hterally  the  same.  It  is  told,  yet 
not  exactly  in  the  same  words,  by  Vincent  of  Beau- 
vais." — Wartoh. 

The  passage  in  Boccacio,  above  dfaided  to,  is  as 
follows  I 

**  FaUing  from  one  discourse  to  lanodier,  they 
began  to  talk  of  such  prayers  as  men  (in  journey) 
use  to  aakte  God  with  aU:  and  one  of  the  thieves 
(they  being  three  inimmber)  spake  dius  to  Rinaldo. 
Sir,  let  it  be  no  offence  Aai  I  deshre  to  know,  what 
prayer  you  most  use  when  you  travel  on  the  way  ? 
Whereto  Rinaldo  replied  in  this  manner.  To  tell 
you  true,  sir,  I  am  a  man  gross  enough  in  such 
divine  matters,  as  meddling  move  with  merchandize, 
than  I  do  with  books.  KevodJiekss,  at  ail  times, 
when  I  am  thus  in  journey,  in  the  morning  before  I 
depart  my  chamber,  I  say  a  Pater  Nosier  and  an 

lProl.y«842. 
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dm  Mwria  tot  Ae  aoob  of  die  iather  and  mother 
of  St«  hsuAXt;  find  after  that^  I  pcay  God  and 
St.  Mian  to  tend  me  a  good  lodging  at  niglit. 
And  let  me  tell  jou,  dt,  diat  rery  ofteottmes  here* 
tofove,  I  Junre  met  vrkh  many  great  dangers  upon 
the  way,  from  all  which  I  escaped,  and  evermore 
(when  night  drew  on)  I  came  to  an  exceeding  good 
lodging*  Which  makes  me  believe  that  Saint 
JvLiAN  (in  honour  of  whom  I  speak  it)  hath  begged 
of  God  auch  great  grace  for  me :  and  methinks, 
that  if  any  day  I  should  fail  of  this  prayer  in  the 
momii^,  I  cannot  travel  seeurelyt  not  come  to  a 
good  lodging.  No  doubt  dien,  sir*  (quoth  the 
other)  bmt  you  have  said  that  prayer  this  morning  ? 
I  would  be  sorry  ebe ;  said  Rmaldo,  such  an  espe- 
cial  matter  is  not  to  be  neglected."  first  Dayt 
NwlIL    16S4u 


Note  19.    Page  99. 

Thtt  story  Is  evidently  built  upon  a  oonfiued  tra* 
dition  of  CSaesm:  and  Pompey.  ''  It  was  impossible,^ 
says  Warton,  **  lihat  t!ie  Roman  History  eouM  pass 
through  ihe  dark  ages  without  being  infected  with 
many  romantic  oorropttons.  fodeed,  the  Roman 
was  almost  the  only  ancient  history  which  the 
q2 
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readers  of  those  ages  knew :  and  what  related  even 
to  pagan  Rome,  the  parent  of  the  more  modem 
papal  metropolis  of  Christianity,  was  r^^ded  with 
a  superstitious  veneration,  and  often  magnified  with 
mhraculous  additions."    Diss,  on  the  €fest.  Rom.    . 


Note  20.     Page  104. 

**  This  story  is  told  by  Caxton  in  the  Golden 
Leoende,  under  the  life  of  Pelagian  the  pope,  en- 
titled, Here  folorveth  the  lyf  of  Saynt  Pelagyen  the 
)pope^  with  many  other  hystoryes  and  gestys  of  the 
LonihardeSi  and  of  Machometet  with  other  cronycles. 
The  Gesta  Longobabdokuh  are  fertile  in  legendary 
matter,  and  furnished  Jacobus  de  Voragine,  Caxton's 
original,  with  many  marvellous  histories.  Caxton, 
from  the  gestis  of  the  Lomhardis,  gives  a  wonderful 
account  of  a  pestilence  in  Italy,  under  the  reign  of 
king  Gilbert." — Warton.  The  Golden  Legende 
enters  somewhat  into  the  life  of  the  emperor  Henry 
after  he  came  to  the  throne.  Amongst  other  mat- 
tersy  he  "  put  out  of  his  countree  all  the  juglers  and 
gave  to  poor  people  all  y'  was  wont  to  be  giuen  to 
mynstrelles."— Fol.  cccbcii.  Whence  it  would  ap- 
peiur  ihaXjuggkrs  and  minstrek  were  the  s^mie. 


d  by  Google 


NOTES.  341 

Note  21.     Page  105. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  investigate  how  much  of 
this  story  is  recorded  by  Justin. 

Note  22.    Page  110. 
"  Covered  it  with  theriaque." 

Theriaque  is  an  antidote.  "  Tyriacum  antidotum, 
pro  theriacum,  quod  vulgo  theriaque  dicimus." — Du- 
CANGE.  "  Certaine  trochisks  *  there  be  made  of  a 
viper,  called  by  the  Greeks  theriaci :  for  which  pur- 
pose they  cut  away  at  both  ends  as  toward  the  head 
as  the  taile,  the  breadth  of  foure  fingers,  they  rip 
her  bellie  also,  and  take  out  the  garbage  within : 
but  especially  they  rid  away  the  blew  string  or  veine 
that  sticketh  close  to  the  ridge-bone.  Which  done, 
the  rest  of  the  bodie  they  seeth  in  a  pan  with  water 
and  dill  seed,  until  such  time  as  all  the  flesh  is  gone 
from  the  chine  :  which  being  taken  away,  and  all  the 
pnckie  bones  thereto  belonging,  the  flesh  remaining 
they  incorporate  with  fine  flower,  and  reduce  into 
troches^  which  being  dried  in  the  shade,  are  re- 

1  A  trochisk  [Latin,  Trociscos]  is  a  kind  of  medicinal  pill  or 
pastille. 
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served  for  diverse  uses,  and  enter  into  many  sove* 
raigne  antidots  and  confections.  But  here  it  is  t» 
bee  noted,  that  although  these  troches  bee  called 
theriaci  \  yet  are  they  made  of  tiper's  flesh  onely* 
Some  there  be,  who  after  a  viper  is  cleansed,  as  is 
above  said,  take  out  the  fat,  and  seeth  it  with  a  sex* 
tar  of  oile  untill  the  one  halfe  bee  consumed :  which 
serveth  to  drive  away  all  venomous  beasts,  if  three 
drops  of  this  ointment  be  put  into  oile,  and  there- 
with the  bodie  be  anointed  all  over."— P^my'*  Nat, 
Ht«^.  b.  29*  e.  iv.  trans»  by  Philemon  Holland.  Ed; 
1601.  ' 

Note  23.     Page  112. 

This  figment  is  cleariy  eastenu  There  is  a  maa* 
lar  story  in  the  veritable  *'  Voyaget  and  Travds  of 
Sir  John  Mahdevile." 

"  There  was  a  man  that  was  called  Catoionapes,. 
he  was  ful  rich,  and  had  a  fair  castle  on  a  hill,  and 
strong,  and  he  made  a  wal'  all  about  y^  hill  right 
strong  and  fajrre,  within  he  had  a  fair  gardeme 
wherin  Were  many  trees  bearing  all  maner  of  Bruits 
y^  he  might  fynd,  and  he  had  planted  therinal  maner 
of  herbs  of  good  smel  and  that  bare  flowers,  and 

1  Deriyed  from  $np  or  9n9*0K,  a  wild  beast. 
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ther  wev  rmny  fidve  webr  aod  1^  thfini  w^  mule 
msaiy  hals  and  chaaibers  wel  digbt  w^  gold  aod 
sameg  and  he  had  made  there  d]piF^se  s^cmea  of 
beastea  sad  bkda  y'  song  and  tutaed  by  en^B  and 
orbage  as  th^  had  been  ^uiek*  aad  he  had  in  his 
gardeine  al  thing  that  miglrt  b^  to  man  aolaoe  and 
comfbrty  he  had  ako  in .  thalf  gaTdeine  maydenst 
widna  y*  9ge  of  xv  yeare^  the  fiurest  y^  he  myght 
find,  and  men  duhken  of  the  same  a§e,  and  they 
were  dothcd  with  ch>tk  c^  gold,  and  he  said  that 
ibey  were  auagels,  and  he  caused  to  beiooade  certain 
hilt  and  oidosed  them  about  w^  preeious  stones  of 
jasper  and  chriataly  and  set  in  gold  ^d  peacb,  and 
other  mmer  of  stones^  and  her  had  made  a  amdiite ' 
under  y*  eavfeh,  sa  that  whan  he  wdd  y®  wa23  ran 
sometune  with  milke»  sonieftim&  with  wkie»  seme* 
time  with  honey,  and  this  plaee  is  tmUed  Paxadisei 
and  v^n  any  yong  bachelor  of  the^countrey,  knight 
or  sqyer,  cometh  to  him  for  sriaee  and  di^^ort,  he 
lededi  them  into  his  paradise,  and  diew^  them 
these  things  as  the  iRmgs  of  birds,  and  his  damosels^ 
and  wels ;  and  he  did  strike  diuerse  instruments  of 
musykOi  in  a  high  tower  that  might  be  heard,  and 
sayd  they  were  aungels  of  god,  and  that  place  was 
paradise,  that  god  hath  graunted  to  those  that  be<^ 

1  Conduit. 
Q.4 
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leued,  when- he  eayd  tbntf :  •  Ddbo  vMstemmJIuen^ 
iem  lacte  et  meUe;  that  is  to  say,  I  riiall  give  you 
land  flowing  widi  mylk  and  hony.    And  dian  this 
rych  man  dyd  thete  men  drinke  a  maner  of  drinker 
6f  whidi  they  weve  dronken,  and  he  sayd  to  them, 
if  they  wold  dye  Ibr  his  sidce,  when  they  were  ^ead, 
they  shoid  come  to  his  paiadiie,  and  they  should  be 
of  the'age  of  those  mj^dens,  and  shold  dwell  alway 
with  them,  and  he  shold  put  them  in  a  £i3rrer  para* 
dise  where  they  should  se  god  in  j<^,  and  in  his 
maiesty:  and  then  they  graunted  to  do  that  he 
wold«  and  he  bade  them  go  and  skay  such  a  lord, 
or  a  man  of  the  countrey  that  he  was  wroth  with, 
and  that  they  shold  haue  no  dread  of  no  man.  And 
if  they  were  slaine  themselfe  for  his  sake»  he  sludde 
put  them  in  his  paradise  when  they  were  dead.  And 
^  went  these  bachelors  to  sleay  great  lords  of  the 
countrey,  and  were  slain  themselfe  in  hope  to  have, 
that  paradise,  and  thus  he  was  avenged  of  bis  ene- 
mies thro  his  desert,  and  when  rich  men  of  the 
countrey  perceived  this  cautell  and  malice,  and  the 
will  of  this  Cotolonapes,  they.gathered  them  toge- 
ther and  assayled  the  castel  and  slew  bym  and  de- 
stroyed all  his  goods  and  his  faire  places  and  riches 
that  were  in  his  paradise ;  and  the  place  of  the  walls 
is  there  yet,  and  some  other  things,  but  the  riches 
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are  noti  and  it  is  not  long  ago  since  it  was  de- 
stroyed."   Chap,  xc 

The  latter  part  of  this  fiible  is  the  story  of  die 
Assassins,  whose  Iman  or  leader  was  known  by  the 
appellation  of  the  "  Old  Man  of  the  Mountains." 

From  Mandeville  (or  rather  from  Purchases  "  Pil- 
grim/' where  similar  accounts  are  met  with,)  Mr. 
Southey,  in  his  splendid  poem  of  **  Thalaba,"  has 
borrowed  the  idea  of  Aloadin's  enchanted  garden. 
See  Book  VII. 


Note  24.    Page  112. 

Gay  appears  to  have  taken  the  idea  of  his  xlii 
fable  from  the  moral  of  this  tale.  **  Talis  ponit 
scuteDam,"  says  the  Latin,  **  et  nihil  ponit  intus  : 
interim  fabulatur  et  tru&t  et  ludificat  circumstan- 
tes  :  postea  quoerit  quid  estibi :  et  apparent  denarii. 
Distribuit  et  dat  circumstantibus.  Accipiunt  gra* 
tanter ;  et  cum  dauserint  manus,  credentes  se  habere 
denarium :  posteil  aperientes  manus  nihil  inveniunt." 

[Such  a  one  lays  down  a  dish,  but  he  puts  nothing 
in  it.  In  the  mean  time  he  prates,  cheats,  and  mocks 
the  spectators.  Presently  he  enquires  what  is  there  ? 
and  a  number  of  pennies  appear,  which  he  distri-^ 
butes  to  the  standers-by.  They  receive  them  gratc- 
<k5 
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fafly ;  dose  their  hands,^  and  believe  ihat  ^ey  Bold 
them  fast.  By  and  by,  they  open  their  hand»  and 
find  nothing*] 

**  Trick  after  trick  deludes  the  train. 
He  shakes  his  bag,  and  shews  all  fair. 
His  fingers  spread,  and  nothing  there, 
Then  bids  it  rain  with  showers  of  gold  j 
And  now  his  ivory  eggs  are  told. 

A  purse  she  to  a  thief  exposed ; 
At  once  his  ready  fingers  closed. 
He  opes  his  fist,  thd  tre9Biire's  ded. 
He  sees  a  halter  in  his  stead." 

Note  25.    Page  119. 
This  i»  tlie  twentyniixth  chapter  in  Wart<m'» 

Note  26.    Page  124. 

The  demon-hunter  in  Boeeacio  fsLbtought  to  mind 
by  this  story.  There  the  Iwi/s  apprehensionsr 
"  grew  so  pbwcrM  upon  het,  that  to  prerent  the 
like  heavy  ^oom  from  Iklling  on  h^r,  i^e  studied 
(and  therein  bestowed  all  the  nfght  season)  how  to 
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cbange  Her  hatred  into  kind  love,  wbich  at  length 
she  fully  obtained."-^l>eca»ter(wi,  5th  Day,  Nov.  8» 
The  catastrc^he  in  the  text  I  have  added,  as  afibrd- 
ing  a  better  moraL  The  same  story  occurs  in  the 
12th  chapter  of  Alphonsus  de  Clertcali  Disciplina* 
It  appears  in  an  English  garb  amongst  a  collection 
of  ^op's  Fables^  published  in  1658.  Mr.  Ellis, 
or  rather  Mr.  Douce  in  his  Analysis  of  Alphonsus 
(see  Ancient  Metrical  Romances)  ha»  not  noticed 
tiiis  translation. 


Note  27.    Page  128. 

"  Licence  was  given,  upon  that  day  of  triumph,  to  • 
utter  the  most  gaUing  reproaches,  and  the  most 
cutting  sarcasms" 

Privileges  of  tliis  kind  were  permitted  to  the 
Roman  slaves,  on  the  celebration  of  their  Satur* 
nalia.  In  the  seventh^  satire  of  the  second  book, 
Horace  gives  us  an  example. 

**  Age,-libertate  Decembrii 
(Quando  ita  majores  voluerunt)  utere :  narra." 

Davus  spares  not  hir  master ;  and  in  all  proba- 
bility, many  a  long  treasured  grudge  would,  on 
these  occasions^  be  vented  in  the  bitterest  sarcasms. 
q6 


d  by  Google 


348  KOni. 

NoTx  28.    Pjige  131. 

Seneca's  obsenratioiui  are  singular :  **  lUiid  asqud 
inter  annotanda  ponas  licet*  quod  et  hominum,  et 
coeterorum  animalium  quae  icta  sunt,  caput  spectat 
ad  exitum  fulminis :  quod  omnium  percussarum  ar- 
borum  ccmtra  fulmina  hastulae  aurgunt.  Quid, 
qu6d  malorum  serpentium,  et  aliorum  animalium, 
quibus  mortifera  ria  inest,  cum  fulmine  icta  sunt, 
Tenenum  omne  consumitur?  Unde,  inquit,  scis? 
In  venenatis  carparihus  vermis  non  nascUur.  J^iinme 
ictdf  intra  paucos  dies  vermttiaii^."— -  Nat.  Quaest. 
lib.  ii.  31. 

Note  29.    Page  133. 

This  curious  anecdote  is  recorded  by  Cicero,  in 
his  second  book,  **  De  Oratore/'  from  whom,  pro- 
bably, Valerius  Masdmus  copied  it»  if  it  be  in  his 
work.    I  cannot  find  it. 

**  Salsa  sunt  etiam,  quae  habent  suspicionem  ridi- 
culi  absconditam ;  quo  in  genere  est  illud  SicuU, 
cum  familiaris  quidam  quereretur,  quod  diceret, 
uxorem  suam  suspendisse  se  de  ficu.  Amaho  te^  in- 
quit,  da  mhi  ex  istd  arhore^  quos  seram,  surculosJ* — • 
Lib.  ii.  278. 
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Note  50.    Page  134. 

*'  This,  I  think,  is  from  the  Secrsta  Sscre- 
TORUM.  Ariitotlei  for  two  reasons,  was  a  popular 
charaeter  in  the  dark  ages.  He  was  the  fiuher  of 
their  phfloaqphy ;  and  had  been  the  preceptor  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  one  of  the  principal  heroes  of 
romance.  Nor  was  Aristode  himself  widiout  his 
romantic  history ;  in  which  he  fidls  in  love  with  a 
queen  of  Greece^  who  quickly  confutes  his  subtlest 
syllogisms/'— Wartok. 

Note  31.    Page  142. 

This  fiible  of  the  partridge  is  popular ;  but  it 
seems  more  applicable  to  the  lapwing. 

Note  32.    Page  142. 

Here  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  or  plagiarism. 
Pope  has  given  a  complete  and  literal  version  of  the 
passage  in  this  moral. 

**  Ecce  quomodo  mundus  suis  servitoribus  reddit 
mercedem.^ 

*'  See  how  the  world  its  veterans  rewards!" 

Moral  Essays.  On  the  Character 
of  Women. 
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NoTS  53.    Page  U2r 

"  Solimu." 

ScUbus  mote  *'  De  MkAiibtts  Mtt&di.''  He 
WM  a  Ladn  gramnarian ;  but  the  period  ia  yMah 
he  flottridied  m  doubtfuL  Moeeri  says,  his  work 
was  entided  PonvsnTOB^  ^  qui  eat  im  reeueii  dea 
choaea  lea  phia  n&nonUea  qu-'oB  ink  en  dhrera 


Note  34.    Page  143. 
This  story  does  not  appear  in  Pliny. 

Note  35.    Page  144^ 
«<  Serpent  eaUed  Pema.*' 

There  is  no  such  monster  in  Pliny.  He  uses  the 
word  for  a  scion  or  graft,  bo<&  17.  c.  x.  and  it  also 
signifies  a  kii^d  of  sheU-fish»  according  to  BasiL 
Fabsb« 

Note  36.    Page  144^* 

«  AchaUs:' 
Achates  It  the  LstiA  name  A>r  agate.    '*  Found  it 


V  first  in  Sidliey  near  unto  a  river  called  likewise 
Achates;  hot  afterwarda  in  many  other  places." 
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**-  People  aore  persuaded  tbat  it  avafledi  much  digabiBi 
the  sting  of  venomous  spiders  and  scorpions :  wHich 
propertie  I  could  very  well  believe  to  be  in  the 
Sicilian  agaths,  for  that  so  soone  as  scorpions  jcome 
within  the  aire,  and  breath  of  the  s^id  province  of 
Sicilie,  as  venomous  as  they  bee  otherwise,  they  die 
thereupon."  "  In  Persia,  they  are  persuaded,  that 
a  perfume  of  agathes  turneth  away  tempests  and  all 
extraordinarie  impressions  of  th&iBfe,  as  also  staieth 
the  violent  streame  and  rage  of  rivers.  But  to 
know  which  be  proper  for  this  purpose,  they  use  to 
cast  thein  into  a  cauldmt^of  wMihiiig  water.:  for  if 
they  coole  the  same».^is  an  argumenl  that  thc^bee 
right.*'— P/tny,  NaU  Hist,  xxxvii.  10. 

Note  87.     Page  146. 
"  The  emperor  Julius" 

'*  We  must  not  forget  that  there  was  the  romance 
of  Julius  Casar.  And  I  bdieve  Antony  and  Cleo- 
patra were  more  known  charactess  in  the  dark  ages, 
than  is  commonly  supposed.  Shakspeare  is  thought 
to  have  fbnncd  his  {day  oh  thi^'stoiy  firom  North's 
tnttslatioii  of  Amyous  anMHtitiVP.re»Bli.gkitircfa, 
pubti^ed  at  LondmLia  l&7ik" 

From  such  sources,  in  dljmdaltSbff  thenMSika 
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derived  the  little  they  knew  of  the  Gbsta  Romak- 

ORUX* 

Note  SB.    Page  U8. 

Macrobiiis,  I  believe,  furnishes  no  relation  re- 
sembling  the  present :  nor  is  it  likely,  perhaps. 

NofBd9.    Page  150. 

«  Cosdras:' 

By  Cotdrmif  u  meant  Conavs,  the  last  king  of 
Athens.    See  Justin  ii.  eh*  6  and  7. 

Note  40.    Page  152. 

There  is  no  foundation  in  Valerius  Maximus  for 
this  story. 

NoTB  41*    Page  154. 

"  Marcus  Aurelius,'* 

MAECUt  CoEnvs  was  the  name  ct  the  youth  who 
devoted  himsd^  aeooci£ng  to  Roman  History.  The 
condition  upcm  which  the  sacrifice  was  to  be  per- 
formed, is  purdy  monastic. 
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Note  42.    Page  156. 

"  Obtained  the  surname  o/*  Bacchus," 

The  orgies  of  Tibanus  imght  qualiiy  lum  for  this 
title ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  ever  con- 
ferred«  Seneca  said  pleasantly  of  this  emperor,  that 
*'  he  never  was  drunk  but  once ;  and  that  once  was 
all  his  life." 

NoTB  43.    Page  157. 

.  **  This  piece  of  history,  which  appears  also  in 
Cornelius  Agrippa  Ds  vanitate  Sciektia&um,  is 
taken  from  Pliny,  or  rather  from  his  transcriber 
Isidore  \  Plinyy  in  relating  this  story,  says,  that 
the  tonperature  of  glass,  so  as  to  render  it  flexible, 
was  discovered  under  the  reign  of  Tibcdus. 

**  In  the  same  chapter  Pliny  observes,  that  glass 
is  susceptible  of  all  colours.  *  Fit  et  album,  et  mur- 
rhenum,  aut  hyacinthos  sapphirosque  imitatum,  et 
omnibus  aliis  coloribus.  Nee  est  alia  nunc  materia 
sequador,autetiam|Mc<iir^accommodi0ltor.  Max- 
imus  tamen  honor  in  candido  '•'  But  the  Rdomuhs, 
as  the  last  sentence  pardy  proves,  probably  nev^ 

1  Isidore  was  a  faTonrite  repertory  of  the  middle  agea. 

2  Pliny  Nat  Hist,  xxxvi.  26. 
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used  any  coloured  glass  for  windows*  The  first 
notice  of  windows  of  a  church  made  of  coloured 
glass, '•ccurs  in  Chronicles  quoted  hy  Muratori.  In 
the  year  802,  a  pope  built  a  church  at  Rome,  and 
*  fenestras  ex  vitro  divmrsis  coloribuaconclusit  atque 
decoravit*'  And  in  856  he  produces  *  fenestra  vero 
▼itreis  colar&nxsf*  &e.  Tlis,  howsfver,  was^a  sort  of 
Mosaic  m  glass.  To  expMss  figmrea  in  glass,  or 
what  we  now  call  the  art  of  painting  in  glass,  was  a 
very  diiSerent  work  t  and,  I  beHeve,.  I  can  shew  it 
was  brought  from  Constantinople  to  Rome  before 
die  t^nth  century,^  widi  other  ornamental  arts. 
GuiocardiBt,  who  wrote  about  I5M,  in  his  Descrit'" 
tiom  de  tutti  Pom  Bam^  aacribes  the  invention  of 
baking  colours  m  glass  fi»  chnrch-windows  to  the 
NedkerlaadenKf  but  he  docs^  not  mention  the  pe- 
riod, and  I  thmk  he  must  be  mlstahcii.  It  ia  cmr-- 
tain  that  this  art  owed  muck  to  the  hdborious^  and 
medianioal  geniM  of  the  Gemians ;  and,  in  parti- 
cular^ 1km  de^  ressarobcs  and^experiniaits  in  che- 
imstry,  which  th^  eultivated  in  the  daric:  ages  witli^ 
die  most  inde&tigable  assiduity,  must  hare  g^re^y 
asnsted  its  operations.  I  could  give  very  early 
anecdotes  of  this  art  in  England."— Wa&tok. 
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Note  44*    Pag^  1^. 

This  tale,  containing  an  i^ppeal  to  natural  afibc« 
tion,  in  all  probability  takes  its  rise  from  the  judg- 
ment of  Solomon.  But  whether  or  loot,  the  analogy 
k  su£Sciait]y  striking  to  betray  its  eastern  deriya* 
tion. 

NoTS  45*    Page  U2. 

We  have  here  a  curious  instance  of  the  anoma- 
lous introduction  of  saints.  The  three  Magi  one 
would  have  thought  not  exactly  fitted  for  the  Giris- 
tian  Calendar. 

Note  46.    Page  163. 

''Pyx." 

Pyx,  is  pn^tiy  a  box*  **  iro(ic,o^  r»-rtMf«c  quod 
nomen  buxnm  significac,  imde  <t  pfsiden  hueulum 
Itali  vocant." — Fab.  Thbs.  The  Roman  Catholics 
put  the  Host  into  this  kind  of  box. 

Note  47.    Page  164. 
**  And  as  the  dew  moistens  theherbage^  and  promotes 
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a  large  tncrease  of  fertility  ^  so  the  clemency  of  a 
kbug  lifU  Urn  ahwe  the  stars" 

The  Latin  original  is  as  foUows :'"  Sicut  rosher- 

bam  irrigat  ut  crescat;  sic  dulcis  dementia  regis 

^^.-^wque  ad  sydera  ptovehit  et  exaltat,"  which  c<Mn- 

cides  remarkably  with  a  passage  in  the  "  Merchant 

of  Venice." 

**  The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  strained ; 
It  droppethf  as  the  gentle  rain  from  heaven^ 
Upon  the  place  beneath" — Act  IIL  Sc.  1. 

Note  48.    Page  166. 

"  As  Qauiivshas  observed" 

Who  Quidius  was  I  am  unable  to  say.    The  sen* 
timent  here  referred  to  b  Ovid's— 

"  Neque  enim  lex  sequtor  ulla, 
Quito  necis  artifices  arte  perire  avA." 

De  arte  Amandi. 

But  it  is  very  probable  that  we  should  read  Ovi- 
x>ius  for  Quidius  above. 
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Note  49.    Page  167. 

'*  Paulus  the  historian  of  the  Longobardi.'/   . 

**  Paulus,  that  is,  Paulus  Diaconus,  the  historian 
of  the  Lofigohards  is  quoted.  He  was  chancellor  of 
Desiderius,  the  last,  king  of  the  Lombards ;  with 
whom  he  was  taken  captive  by  Charlemagne.  The 
history  here  referred  to  is  entitled  Gssta  Lonoobar- 
DORUM  *•" — Warton. 

Note  50.    Page  167. 

"  The  town  q/*  Julius." 

Warton  calls  it  **  Foro^Juli"  because  the  Latin  is 
"  inforo  JuUiJ*  In  all  probability  the  same  place 
is  meant  as  in  the  following  extract  from  the  old 
play  of** Promos  and  Cassandra"  "  In  the  cytie 
of  Julio  (sometime  under  the  dominion  of  Corvinus, 
king  of  Hungarie,  and  Boemia)"  &c.  1578. 

1  There  are  some  fine  circumstances  of  distress  In  Paolns's  de- 
scription of  the  siege. 
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Zaleucus^  not  Zelongus^  was  the  name  of  the 
king  who  performed  this  striking  act  of  justice.  It 
is  thus  told  by  Valerius  Maximus.  **  Zaleucus, 
urbe  Locrensium  h  se  saluberrimis  atque  utilissimis 
legibus  munita,  cum  filius  ejus  adulterii  crimine  dam- 
natus,  secundum  jus  ab  ipso  constitutum,  utroque 
oculo  carere  deberet,  ac  tota  civitas  in  honorem  pa- 
tris  poense  necessitatem  adolescentulo  remitteret,  ali- 
quamdiu  repugnavit.  Ad  ultimum  precibus  populi 
evictus,  suo  prius^  deinde  filii  ocnii  eruto,  usum  vi- 
dendi  utrique  reliquit,  Ita  debitum  supplicii  modum 
legi  reddidit,  sequitatis  admirabili  temperamento,  se 
Inter  miscdoordem  patrem  et  justum  legiidatorem 
fMtkitt«"-»Iiib.  tL  c.  5.  Ex.  3. 

Note  52.    Page  172. 

I  have  ami  mth  asimSflr  story  inamodem  book 
of  &ble8  under  the  following  form. 

**  One faot^by  in  suamieri  a  boar^  coveved  with 
wounds,  threw  himself  beneath  the  shadow  of  a 
large  treei  where  he  was  grievously  tormented  by 
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innumerable  swarms  of  flies.  A  fox,  who  was  pass* 
*ing  by,  drew  ntar;  and  gaod-Aaturedly  offered  to 
drive  away  the  olmoxious  insects.  *  Let  them  alone, 
my  friend,'  said  the  boar;  *  these  flies  are  glutted, 
and  unable  to  do  me  much  further  injury.  But  if 
they  are  driven  of?  others  will  supply  their  places* 
and  at  this  rate,  I  shall  not  have  a  drop  of  blood  left 
in  my  body**  ** 

Note  6S.    Page  175. 

The  occasion  of  this  noMe  proceeding  is  thus  de* 
tailed.  **  Captives  ab  Annibale  interposita  pactione 
nummorum  receperat.  Qui  cum  a  senatu  non  prae« 
starentur,  misso  in  Urbem  filio,  fundum,  quem  uni« 
cum  possidebat,  vendidit,  ^usque  pretium  Annibali 
protinus  numeravit.  Si  ad  calculos  revocetur,  par- 
vum»  utpote  septem  jugeribus,  et  hoc  in  Pupinia 
addictis,  i<edacttim  :  si  animo  erogantis,  omni  pecu<- 
nia  miyus.  Se  enim  patrimonii,  quam  patriam  fidei, 
inopem  esse  maluit :  eo  quidem  majore  commenda- 
tiooey  quod  proni  studii  ceriius  indicium  est  supra 
vkes  TUJdf  quam  viribus  ex  faciU  uti«  Alter  enim 
quodpotest^ptmitat :  ^Uer^tiam  plus  quam  potest." 
V4deriHs  MmmuSf  Lib.  iv.  c  B.  Ex*  1 . 
The  Fabm  <of  whom  this  is  told,  is  Fabxus  Max- 

IHUS. 
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NoTs54«    Pagem* 

The  anecdote  is  thus  recorded  by  the  historian : 
**  Senectutis  ultimse  quaedam,  Syracusanis  omnibus 
Dionysii  tyranni  exitum,  propter  nimiam  morom 
acerbitatem  et  intolerabiliaonera,  votis  expetentibosy 
sola  quotidie  matutino  tempore  deosy  ut  incolumis 
ac  sibi  superstes  esset^  orabat.  Qttod  ubi  is  cogno- 
vit, non  debitam  sibi  admiratus  benevolentiamy  ar- 
cessit  eam,  et  qtdd  ita  hoc,  out  quo  suo  meritofaceret, 
interrogavit.  Tum  ilia,  certa  est,  inquit,  ratio  pro^ 
positi  mei.  puella  enim,  cum  gravem  tyrannum  habc" 
remuSf  carere  eo  cttpiebam  :  quointerfecto,  aUquanto 
tetrior  arcem  occupavit.  Ejus  quoque  fimri  dominO" 
tionem  magni  cestimaham:  iertium  te  st^perioribus 
importuniorem  habere  ccepimus  rectorem.  Itaque 
timens,  ne,  ti  iu  Jueris  absumptus,  deterior  in  hcum . 
tuum  succedat,  caput  meam  pro  tua  salute  devoveo. 
Tam  facetam  audaciam  Dionysins  pmiire  erubmt.'* 
FaL  Max.  Lib.  vu  c.  2.  Ex.  2. 

This  must  remind  the  reader  of  JEsop's  &ble  of 
ihe  frogs  who  desired  a  king.  Wl^eh  is  the  origi- 
nal ?  It  occurs  among  some  translated  Dutch  fiMes, 
by  De  Witt,  under  the  tide  of  "  A  woman  praying 
for  the  long  Life  ofDionysius  the  Tyrant.*'  See  the 
Appendix. 
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**  I  wonder  there  are  not  more  romances  extant 
cm  the  lives  of  the  Roman  Emperors  in  ^ermanjr ; 
many  of  whom,  to  say  no  more,  were  famous  in  the 
crusades.  There  is  a  romance  in  old  German  rhyme, 
called  TxUERDANK,  on  Maximilian  the  first,  written 
by  Melehior  Pfinzing,  his  chaplain.  Printed  at 
Nuremberg  in  1517." — Warton. 

NoTB  56.    Page  188. 

"  Caxton  has  the  history  of  Albrone,  a  king  of 
the  Lombards,  who  having  conquered  another  king, 
^Me  awaye  wytb  hym  Rosamounde  his  wyf  in  cap- 
4ytyte,  bnt  after  he  took  hyr  to  hys  wyfe,  and  he 
dyde  make  a  cuppe  of  the  skulle  of  that  kynge, 
and  dosed  in  fyne  golde  and  syluer,  and  dranke  out 
of  it*.'"  Gold.  Leg.  f.  ccclxxxvii.  a.  edit.  1499. 
"  This,  by  the  way,  is  the  old  Italian  tragedy  of  Met* 
8^  Giovanni  Rucellai,  planned  on  the  model  of  the 
antienfs,  and  acted  in  the  Rucellai  Gardens,  at  Flo- 
vence^  before  Leo  the  Tenth  and  his  Court  in  the 

1  This  11  an  bistorioal  fa6t,  and  maj  be  fonnd  in  Gibbon'a 
"  DaoHne  sad  Fall  of  the  Roun  Bnpire.''  YoL  VIII.  pftge  189. 
IWl. 
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year  1516.  Davenant  has  also  a  tragedy  on  the  same 
subject,  called  Albovikb,  king  f>fiks  Lombards,  Ids 
Tragedy. 

''  A  most  sanguinary  scene  in  Slutkaj^care's  Tnu^ 
Akd&onicuSi  an  incident  in  Dryden's,  cac  Boccace's 
Tancred  and  Sigismonda,  and  the  ^tastrophe  of 
the  beautiful  metrical  romance  of  the  Laox  of 
Faguel,  are  founded  on  the  same  horrid  ideas  o£ 
inhuman  retaliation  and  savage  revenge :  but  in  the 
last  two  pieces,  the  circumstances  are  so  ingeniously 
imagined,  as  to  lose  a  considerable  degree  of  their 
atrocity,  and  to  be  productive  of  the  most  pathetic 
-i^pd  interesting  situatipns." — W^tok« 

HefTs57.    Pageia^. 
"  J^€  ca/fed  Virgil." 

The  Latm  original  says,  Magistrum  Virg^mnj 
Master  Tkgfl,  sigmfymg  one  skilfid  hi  the  occult 
flci^ces. 

<<  This  story  is  IB  the  old  bteck^letteved  history t»f 
theNecromaneer  Virgil,  m  Mr.  Oaniek^  eottsctioD; 

*'  Vinoent  d  B^uvais  relates  many  wionderftl 

tliu^gs»  wkahiliter  actitata^  don^  by  the  poet  Virgil, 

wbtm  .^  aspiaesents  as  11  iBQi^ciiai.   AnKiQg  othersi 

he  says,  that^  Virgil  &bricated  those  brazen  statues 

0     .  .: 
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at  Rome,  called  Sakacio  Ramcp,  which  were  the 
gods  of  the  provinces  conquered  by  the  Romans. 
Every  one  of  these  statues  held  in  its  hand  a  bell, 
framed  by  magic  \  and  when  any  province  was  me- 
ditating a  revolt,  the  statue  or  idol  of  that  country 
struck  his  bell," — Warton. 

The  following  ingenious  hypodiesis  may  explsui^ 
the  cause  of  the  necromancy  so  universally  attri- 
buted to  Virgil  during  the  dark  ages* 

"  Maxum  ilium,  avum  Virgihi,  exemplaria  vitse 
omnia  Magwn  vocant.  At  c«tm  ejus  filia,  Virgilii 
mater,  juxta  omnes  Maia  dicta  sit :  omnind  Maise 
pater  fuit  Mains,  non  Magus :  ihdequ^  ortum  exis- 
timo,  ut  Virgilius  magids  artilus  imbutus  Juisse 
cnedUw  sit  ab  EHnando  mohacho  aliis^ue  sequidris 
fleculi  scr^>toribu8 :  quod  et  Edc^  ae^tinA  ma^oa 
queedam  sacra  descripsissetjetperhns  essetmidtMrtHi 
artium,  et  prsecipu^  avum  hidminw  MAflWMdiocr* 
etur."— i^M<.  P.  Firg.  Mii^.  d  Cat.  Rikto. 

Note  57 '.    P^e  i03. 

fcsset  are  the  leather  sti^  ^th  ttrhidl  a  luMvt 
WM  confti^.    It  is  not,  hdWeVielr,  iftthd  IM^ 

-) 

1  Inaoounte  notation. 
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NoTX  58.    Page  208. 

**  On  this  there  is  an  ancient  French  Moralits, 
entitled,  *  L'OrgueU  et  Presamptian  de  VEmpereur 
JoYiNiAN.'  This  is  also  the  story  of  Robk&t  king 
of  Sicily,  an  old  English  poem  or  romance^" — 
Warton. 

An  entertaining  abstract  of  this  old  romance  is 
here  added,  from  Mr.  Ellis's  Specimens. 

«  ROBERT  OF  CYSILLE. 

**  Rdbert  king  of  Sicily,  brother  to  PopeUrban  and 
to  Valenumd  emperor  of  Germany,  was  among  the 
most  powerM  and  valorous  princes  of  Eurc^ ;  but 
bis  arrogance  was  still  more  coni^uous  than  his 
power  or  his  valour.  Constantly  occupied  by  the 
survey  of  his  present  greatness,  or  by  projects  for 
its  future  extension,  he  considered  the  performance 
of  his  rdigious  duties  as  insufferably  tedious ;  and 
never  paid  his  adorations  to  the  Supreme  Being 
iriljb^ut  eivideBt  rduct«nc^  %Dd  disgust.  His^  guilt 
was  .gveat ;  and  his  punishment  was  speedy  jtiad 
exemplary. 
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**  Once  upott  a  time,  bang  present  dming  yespen 
on  the  eve  of  St.  John,  his  attention  was  excited  hf 
the  following  passage  in  the  Magnificat ;  '  de^powut 
potentet  de  sede,  et  exaltavit  hmniles.'  He  inquired 
of  a  ckrk  the  mnraig  of  these  words ;  and,  having 
keard  the  explanation,  replied  that  such  esqpressiona 
were  very  foolish,  since  he,  being  the  very  flowar  of 
chivalry,  was  too  mighty  to  be  thrown  down  fironv 
his  seat,  and  had  no  apprdiension  of  seeing  others 
exalted  at  his  expense.  The  clerk  did  not  presume 
lo  attempt  any  remonstrance ;  the  service  continued  ; 
Robert  thought  it  longer  and  more  tedious  thaa 
ever ;  and  at  last  fell  &8t  asleep* 

^Mlis  slumber  was  not  interrupted,  nor  indeed 
noticed  by  any  of  the  congregation,  bedause  an 
angel  having  in  the  mean  time  assumed  his  features, 
together  with  the  royal  robes,  had  been  attended  by 
the  usual  officers  to  the  palace,  where  supper  waa 
immediately  served.  Robert,  however,  awaked  at 
^e  dose  of  day;  was  much  astonished  by  tha 
darkness  of  the  churdi,  and  not  less  so  by  the  soli* 
tude  which  surrounded  him.  He  began  to  aXl 
loudly  for  his  attendants,  and  at  length  attracted  tiie 
ilo6ee  of  the  sexton,  who,  conceiving  kim  to  be  a 
thief  accreted  in  the  dnirdt  for  the  purpose  of  steal- 
ing the  sacred  ornaments,  approached  the  door  with 
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liiffamhdie.ktyfj^le.  Btob^JMigiiiiidjrieHBfd 
th»  neciMfrtiBi  ajpODUig  dkul  li^  was  fAit  king  ^ 
«pitwfcidLthemuoi^  p«iiiaded  dmt  1«0  had  lost 

■aoi  mdgr  hii<ait»  o|W(Bd  t^e  doat^'^mi  tmifglaril 
l»  «•  lk»  anpfOB^d  UApiftG  nw  #kh  iU  i^Medt-ta 
tliepdUoe*.  .But  the  pahqe  gates  weva  9h^\  and 
( .Iraiper  waa  xneveg  ve^  kidmuriBg,  aad 
[  fcMfftf rated  by  rage  aad^mg^^irakdy  at^ 
ky  threau  of  imprisoiinienty  aad  area  af 
deadly  to  tnhdoe  the.  (xmtaiiiacy  of  the  povtev. 
While  the  metamorphoaed  monarch  was  venting  kta 
safe  at  the  gafte,^  diia  officer  hastened  to  the  haD, 
and»  idling  p&kis  kaees,.  requested  his  so^eudgn'a 
9idara  ttDOdecoing  a  nadnaan^  who  loudly  asBcrtad 
liiaii|^Jt9<tkatktone.  The  aagel  directed  that  he 
should  he  inunediatidy  admitted;  and  RioJMKt  aft 
length  ^qppeared^  covered  with  miid,  ia  cQasequence 
af.anafibiyin  whkh  he  had  flattened  the  poster'a 
MMM^  and  had  heea htmsdf  roUed  »'a  puddle  hy 
ihe  porter'a  assiabants. 

^  Withoat  wpxkg  the  least  attantioa  to  the  aeci« 
deatalaircumi^ifuiceB,oc  th/»  olan^ouraof  tbs  wounded 
man*  whaloqdly  deanandad  jlvtitei  he  inished  uptor 
the  throne ;  and  though  a  good  deid  stnrded  at 
finding  not  only  that,  and  all  the  attributes  of  roy- 
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«lty»  but  (mm.  kit  mmspkte  Mt  of  featintet»  in  the 
po6ses«ioii  of  anodieri  he  boWy  pm<Ee^ed  to  treat 
the  angd  as  ao:  impoitor^  threatefiing  him  with  the 
voAgeance  of  thepope  and^^^the  empeMr^  who,  he 
thought,  could  not  fail  of  distinguishing  the  true 
£rmii  the  fictitioiis  soyonq^ii  of  Sic%. 

"  *  Thou  art  my  fool  V  said  the  angel; 
'  Thou  shalt  be  shorn,  every  deal 

*  Like  s^  fool,  a  fool  to  be ; 

*  For  thou  hast  now  no  dignity. 

*  Thine  counsellor  shall  be  an  ape ; 

*  And  o  *  clothing  you  shall  be  shape.— 

*  He  shall  ben  thine  own  fere : 

'  Some  wit  of  him  thou  might  lere, 

*  Hounds,  how  so  it  befalle, 

<  Shall  eat  with  thee  in  tlie  hall. 

*  Thou  shalt  eaten  on  the  ground ; 
'  Thy  'sayer  shall  bmi  an  hound, 

'  To  assay  thy  meat  before  thee ; 
'  For  thou  hast  lore  thy  dignity^' 

He  clqped  a  barber  him  before. 
That,  as  a  foo^he  nbovid  be  shores 
All  around  like  a  frere. 
An  A«iui0-^eife  *  above  liie  ear ; 

1  One  ^  t.«.  tn  one.  2  <'  A  hand's  breadth. 

r4 
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And  OB  hb  CMwn  makcn  a  croM  ^ 
He  gpn  dry  and  make  ocMse ; 
And  said  they  ihould  all  abye» 
That  did  him  swich  TiUainy,  &c. 

*'  Thus  was  Robert  reduced  to  the  lowest  state 
of  human  degradation ;  an  object  of  contempt  and 
derision  to  those  whom  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
despise ;  often  suffering  firom  hunger  and  thirst ; 
and  seeing  his  sufferings  insph'e  no  more  compas- 
sion than  those  of  the  animals  with  whom  he  shared 
his  precarious  and  disgusting  repast.  Yet  his  pride 
and  petulance  were  not  subdued.  To  the  frequent 
inquiries  of  the  angel,  whether  he  still  thought  him- 
self  a  king,  he  continued  to  answer  by  haughty  de- 
nunciations of  vengeance,  and  was  incensed  almost 
to  madness,  when  this  reply  excited,  as  it  constantly 
did,  a  general  burst  of  laughter. 

'*  In  the  mean  time,  Robert's  dominions  were  ad- 
mirably governed  by  his  angelic  substitute.  The 
country,  always  firuitful,  became  a  paragon  of  fer- 
tility ;  abuser  were  checked  by  a  severe  administra- 
tion of  equal  justice ;  «kd,  for  a  tkne»  all  evil  pro- 

**  1  The  onstpm  of  s^riog  fiH»IsK  fa  at  t^  pM9  thm  in  tome 
measare  the  appearanoe  of  friars,  is  freqnentlj  noticed  in  our 
oldest  romances." 
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penskies  •eemed  to  be  eradicated  SnmH  the  hearts  of 
the  happy  Siciliaii»— 

"  Every  man  loved  well  other ; 
Better  love  was  never  with  brother. 
In  his  time  was  never  no  strife 
Between  man  and  his  wife : 
Theti  was  this  a  joyful  thing 
In  land  to  have  swich  a  king. 

"  At  the  end  of  about  three  years  arrived  a  so- 
lemn embassy  from  Sir  Valemond  the  emperor^ 
requesting  that  Robert  would  join  him  on  holy 
Thursday,  at  Rome,  whither  he  proposed  to  go  on 
a  visit  to  his  brother  Urban.  The  angel  welcomed 
the  ambassadors  ;  bestowed  on  them  garments  lined 
with  ermine  and  embroidered  with  jewels,  so  exqui- 
sitely wrought  as  to  excite  universal  astonishment ; 
and  departed  in  their  company  to  Rome. — 

"  The  fool  Robert  ako  w«it, 
Clothed  in  loathly  gamement, 
With  fox-tails  riven  all  about : 
Men  might  him  knowen  in  the  t<mu 
An  ape  rode  of*  his  clothing ; 
So  foul  rode  never  king.  .^'^ 

1  Tb. 

^4  -  .  * 
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parallded  roagnificence  of  the  aagolilHt  hifv^tt^*. 
ants,  produced  infinite  merriment  among  the  spec- 
tators,  whose  shouts  of  admiration  were  enlivened 
by  frequent  peals  of  laughter. 

**  Robert  witnessed,  in  sullen  silence,  the  demon- 
strations of  affectionate  regard  with  which  the  pope 
and  the  emperor  welcomed  their  supposed  brother ; 
but,  at  length,  rushing  forward^  bitterly  reproached 
them  for  thus  joining  in  an  unnatural  conspiracy 
with  the  usurper  of  his  throne.  This  violent  sally, 
however,  was  received  by  his  brothers,  and  by  the 
whole  papal  court,  as  an  undoubted  proof  of  his 
madness  ;  and  he  now  learnt  for  the  first  time  the 
real  extent  of  his  misfortune.  His  stubbornness 
and  pride  gkve  way,  and  were  succeeded  by  senti- 
ments of  remorse  and  penitence. 

"  We  have  already  seen,  that  he  was  not  very 
profoundly  versed  in  scripture  history,  but  he  now 
fortunately  recoUefjted  two  e»w(lplla(  which  he  con- 
sidered as  nearly,  similar  to  his  owii ;  those  of  Ne-' 
buchadnessar  and  Holofemei.  Recalling  to  his 
mind  their,  i^atness  .and  degradation,  he  observed 
that  God  alon^  had  bestoiv^  od  ^eau  that  power 
which  he  afterwards  annihilated.— 

*  So  hath  he  mine,  for  my  gult ; 
<  Now  am  I  full  loWe  pult ; 
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*  And  diat  is  rig^t  tihat  I  80  be : 

*  Loxd,  on  Uiy  fi>ol  have  dxm  pH^I 

*  That  error  hath  made  me  to  smart 
'  That  I  had  in  my  heart; 

*  Lord,  I  leved  not  on  thee : 

*  Lord,  on  thy  fool  have  thou  pitd. 

'  Holy  writ  I  bad  in  despite ; 
'  Therefore  'reaved  is  my  right ; 
'  Therefore  is  right  a  fool  that  I  be : 

*  Lord,  on  thy  fool  have  thou  pitd/  &c. 

*'  The  sincerity  of  his  contrition  is  evinced,  in 
the  original,  by  a  long  series  of  such  stanzas,  with 
little  variation  of  thoiight  or  expression ;  but  the 
foregoing  specimen  will,  perhaps,  suffice  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  reader. 

'  "  After  five  weeks  spent  in  Rome,  the  emperor, 
and  the  supposed  king  of  Sicily,  returned  to  their 
respective  dominions,  Robert  being  still  accoutred 
in  his  fox-tails,  and  accompanied  by  his  ape,  whom 
he  now  ceased  to  consider  as  his  inferior.  When 
returned  to  the  palace,  the  angel,  before  the  whole 
court,  repeated  his  usual  question;  but  the  peni- 
tent, far  from  persevering  in  his  former  insolence, 
humbly  replied,  '  that  he  was  indeed  a  fool,  or 
worse  than  a  fool;  but  that  he  had  at  least  acquired 
»6 
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a  perfect  indifferanee  for  all  wqrldly  dignities/  The 
attendants  were  now  ordered  to  redre:  md  the 
angel,  being  ]e£t  alone  with  Robert,  infom^  him 
that  his  sins  were  forgiven ;  gave  him  a  &w  salu- 
tary admonitions,  and  added, 

'  I  am  an  angel  of  renown 

*  Sent  to  keep  thy  regioun. 

*  More  joy  me  shall  &11 

'  In  heaven,  among  mine  feren  all, 

*  In  an  hour  of  a  day, 

*  Than  here,  I  thee  say, ' 

*  In  an  hundred  thousand  year ; 

*  Though  all  the  world,  far  and  near, 

*  Were  mine  at  my  liking : 

*  I  am  an  angel ;  thou  art  king !' 

"  With  these  words  he  disappeared ;  and  Robert, 
returning  to  the  hall,  received,  not  without  some 
surprise  and  confusion,  the  usual  salutations  of  the 
courtiers. 

**  From  this  period  he  continued,  during  three 
years,  to  reign  with  so  much  justice  and  wisdom 
that  his  subjects  had  no  cause  to  regret  the  change 
of  their  sovereign ;  after  which,  being  warned  by 
the  angel  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  he  dictated 
to  his  secretaries  a  full  account  of  his  former  per- 
verseness,  and  of  its  strange  punishment;   and, 
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having  sealed  it  with  the  royal  signet,  ordered  it  to 
be  sent,  for  the  edification  of  his  brothers,  to  Rome 
and  Vienna.  Both  received,  with  due  respect,  the 
impcNFtant  lesson :  the  emperor  often  recollected  with 
tenderness  and  compassion  thie  degraded  situation; 
of  the  valiant  Robert ;  and  the  pope,  besides  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  story  in-  a  number  of  sermons 
addressed  to  the  faithful,  caused  it  to  be  carefully 
preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Vatican,  as  a  con- 
stant warning  against  pride,  and  an  incitement  to  the 
performance  of  our  religbus  duties/' 

The  story  of  "  The  King  of  Thibet  and  the 
Princess  of  the  Naimans,"  in  the  Persian  and  Turkish 
Tales,  presents  an  incident  somewhat  similar.  But 
the  assumption  of  another's  likeness,  is  a  common 
eastern  figment. 

Note  59.     Page  212. 

"  This  is  evidently  a  Gothic  innovation  of  the 
classical  tale  of  Atalanta.  But  it  is  not  impos- 
sible, that  an  oriental  apologue  might  have  given 
rise  to  the  Grecian  fable." — Wakton. 

The  story  of  Atalanta,  I  consider  the  origin  of 
many  subsequent  fables.  Amongst  these,  the  '*  Hare 
and  the  TQrtoi$e"  may  be  noticed. 
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Note  60.    Page  214. 

The  iotroductimi  of.  Alexander  tbe  Great,  So* 
erates,  and  a  Roman  emperori  is  a  strange  jumUe 
of  times  and  persons. 

NoTB$l.    Page  228. 

"  Beware  that  ycu  lose  not  the  thread/' 

A  fine  moral,  which  might  be  oftener  remembered 
with  advantage.  The  Gospd.is  to  the  ChristiaB, 
what  the  ball  of  thread  was  to  the  knight :  pity  that 
it  should  so  frequently-  be  lost ! 

Note  62.    Page  ££4* 

"  Here  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  Medea^s  bis- 
tory.** — Warton.  It  is  surely  more  analogous  to 
die  story  of  the  Minotaur,  and  the  clue  furnished 
by  Ariadne  to  her  loTer«  Warton  should  have  ex- 
plained the  resemblance  he  has  fancied. 

Note  63.    Page  £34. 

**  My  friendt  let  us  go  through  the  world  as  other 
\    •  Imghii  are  wor^  to  dd" 

c  <<  Sicnt'oteteri  mffiees."    Here  we  discover  those 
features  of  chivalry,  so  admirably  ridiculed  by  C&c^ 
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vantes.  But,  in  times  of  oppression,  when  every 
one  followed 

"  the  sJinple  plan, 
That  he  may  take  who  has  the  power, 
And  he  may  k^p  who  can," 

the  wandering  hero,  ever  ready  to  risk  his  life  in 
defence  of  the  injured,  was  governed  hy  a  noble  and 
useful  institution. 


Note  64^    Page  236. 

"  If  the  end  he  well^  all  is  well" 

**  Si  finis  bonus  est,  totum  bonum  erit."  This 
gives  tw  the  origin,  probably,  of  the  proverb, "  AWs 
fv€ll  that  ends  weU**  **  Finis  coronat  opus,"  is  of  a 
similar  character* 

Note  ©5.     Page  239. 

The  interpretation  of  the  language  of  birds,  is 
clearly  an  oriental  fiction ;  several  instimces  of 
which  are  furnished  by  the  Arabian  Tales.  It  has 
since  been  made  the  vehicle  of  many  instructive 
fables.  See.Spectator,  Vol.  VII.  No.  512.  which  is 
copied  from  the  "  Si<yry  of  the  two  Owls/*  in  the 
Turkish  TJiles, 
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Note  6$.    Page  ftSO. 
This  fable  has  crept  in  our  story-books. 

NoTB  67.    Page  27S* 
We  have  here  a  new  version  of  an  ^sopian  fable. 

Note  68.    Page  280. 

••  This  is  the  fable  of  Pamell's  Hermit,  which 
that  elegant  and  original  writer  has  heightened  with 
many  masterly  touches  of  poetical  colouring,  and  a 
happier  arrangement  of  circumstances.  Among 
other  proo&  which  might  be. mentioned  of  ParnelFs 
genius  and  address  in  treating  this  subject,  byre- 
serving  the  discovery  of  the  angel  to  a  critical 
period  at  the  dose  of  the  fable,  he  has  found  means 
%o  introduce  a  beautiful  description,  and  an  interest- 
ing surprise." — Warton. 

That  the  reader  may  compare  the  two  stories  the 
more  readily,  it  is  inserted  here. 

"  THE  HERMIT. 

V  Far  in  a  wildy  unknown  to  pubhc  view. 
From  youth  to  age  a  reverend  hermit  grew. 
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The^moss  his  bed,  the  cav^  his  humble  cell, 
His  food  the  firtutSy  his  drink  die  ^stal  well : 
ReiQote  irom  men,  with  God  he  pass'd  his  days, 
Pray'r  ^1  his  business,  all  his  pleasure  praise. 

**  A  life  so  saored,  such  serene  repose, 
Seem'd  heaven  itself,  till  one  suggestion  rose ; 
That  vice  should  triumph,  virtue  vice  obey,— 
This  sprung  some  doubt  of  Providence's  sway : ,    . 
His  hopes  no  more  a  certain  prospect  boast^ 
And  all  the  tenour  of  his  soul  was  lost : 
So  when  a  smooth  expanse  receives  imprest 
Calm  nature's  image  on  its  wat'ry  breastf    ; 
Down  bend  the  banks,  the  trees  depending  grow. 
And  skies  beneath  with  answering  colours  glow : 
But  if  a  stone  the  geiitle  sea;  dividb. 
Swift  ruffling  circles  curl  on  every  side, 
And  glimmering  fragments  of  a  broken  sun. 
Banks,  trees,  and  skies  in  thick  disord^  run. 

',*  To  clear  this  doubt,  to  know  the  w«rld  by  sights 
To  find  if  books,  or  swains,  report  it  right, 
(For  yet  by  swains  alone  the  world  he  knew. 
Whose  feet  came  wand'ring  o'er  the  nightly  deiy) 
He  qu^ts  his  cell ;  the  pilgrim's  stafiP  he  bore» 
And  fix'd  the  scallop  in  his  hat  before ; 
Then  with  the  sun  a  rising  journey  went^ 
Sedate  to  think,  and  watching  each  event. 
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*'  The  ittom  was  watted/ in  die  peAIess  gtmn. 
And  long  and  leaesoae  was  tiie  wild  to  pass ; 
But  when  die  southem  aim  had  wairm'd  die  day, 
A  youth  came  p#tcing  o*er  the  eresiing  way  I 
His  raiment  deoenty  his  eomptexiioH  fiiir, 
And  soft  in  gnu^fid  kinglets  waVd  hi»  hair. 
Then  near  approaehing,  Father,  haft  I  he  cried. 
And  hnlf  my  son,  die  revVend  sire  replied  ; 
Words  ibUow'd  words,  horn  qfuestiott  answer  flowed. 
And  talk  of  "variotts  kind  deeeiVd  the  road, 
Till  each  widi  odier  pleas'd,  and  lodi  to  part, 
While  in  their  age  diey  diffisr,  join  in  heart. 
Thus  stands  anilged  dm  in  ivy  bound. 
Thus  youthfiil  iry  daqpa  am  dm  as ovnd* 

"  Now  sunk  thesan ;  the  closing  hour  of  day, 
Came  onward,  mantled  o^er  with  sober  grey : 
Nature  ia  silence  Wd  the  world  repose ; 
When  nesor  the  road  a  stately  paiace  rose ; 
There  by  the  moon  thn>'  ranks  of  trees  they  pass, 
Whose  verdure  crown'd  their  skping  sides  with  grass. 
It  chanc'd  die  noble  master  of  the  dome, 
Stin  made  his  house  the  wand'ring  stranger's  home : 
Yet  stiH  the  kindness,  from  $  diirst  of  praise, 
Prov'd  the  vain  flourii^  of  expensive  ease. 
The  pair  arrive ;  the  liVry'd  servants  wait ; 
Their  lord- receives  them  at  the  pompeias'  gate. 
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Tbe  lable  jgtowM  with  coil^y  piles  of  food, 
An4  all  ia  move  than  hoflpitnUy  good. 
Then  led  to  rest,  the  dey's  long  toU  they  drown, 
Deep  sunk  in  sle^  «nd  silk,  and  heapa  of  dowiu 

*'  At  length,  'tis  mom,  wcA  at  the  dt^vm  of  day^ 
Along  the  wide  canals  the  xepkyrs  pbjr : 
Fresh  o'er  the  gay  parterres  fbe  hreesee  oreet^ 
And  shake  the  nrigUbouriiig  wood  tO'  banidh  sleep. 
Up  rise  the  gvraata,  obedient  to  the  eall ; 
An  early  banquet  decked  the  splendid  haU ; 
Rich  luscious  wine  itfpVisn  goblet  gcac!d, , 
Which  the  kind  master  forc'd  his  guests  to  taste* 
Then  pleas'd  and  thankfiiU  &om  t^e  porch  <^y  go ; 
Andy,  but  the  landlord,  none  had  cause  for  woe  t 
His  eup  was  Tanish'd>  for  in  seeret  guise, 
The  youngev  guest  pialoin'd  the  ^tterhig  priise* 

".As  one  who  spies  a  serpent  in  his  way, 
Glist'ning  and  basking  in  the  sunny  ray, 
Diso^er'd  stops  to  shun  the  danger  near,. 
Then  walks  with  fainmess  on,  and  looks  with  fear  t 
So  seem'd  the  sire ;  when,  far  upon  the  road^ 
The  shining  spoil  his  wily  patina  shew'd : 
He  stopp'd  witii  silence,  walk'd  with  trembling  heairti 
And  much  he  wisVd,  but  durst  npt  ask,  to  p$rt ;     . 
Murmjoring  he  lifts  his  eyes,  and  thinks  it  haid» 
That  genexous  a<^Qns  meet  a  bas^  reward. 
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*'  WbQe  thus  they  pass,  the  suii  Us  glory  shroads. 
The  changing  skies  hang  out  their  sable  clouds  $ 
A  sound  in  air  presag'd  approachmg  rain. 
And  beasts  to  covert  scud  across  the  plain. 
Wam'd  by  the  signs,  the  wand'ring  pair  retreat. 
To  seek  for  shelter  at  a  neighVring  seat 
Twas  built  with  turrets  on  a  rising  ground, 
And  strong,  and  large,  and  unimprov'd  around ; 
Its  owner's  temper,  tim'rous  and  severe. 
Unkind  and  griping,  caus'd  a  desert  there. 

*'  As  near  the  miser's  heavy  ^Uxirs  they  drew, 
Fierce  rising  gusts  with  sudden  fury  blew ; 
The  nimble  light'ning  mix'd  with  show'rs  began. 
And  o'er  their  heads  loud  rolling  thunders  ran. 
Here  long  they  knock,  but  knock  or  call  in  vain, 
Driv'n  by  the  wind,  and  batter'd  by  die  rain. 
At  length  some  pity  warm'd  the  master's  breast, 
('Twas  then  his  threshold  first  receiv'd  a  guest.) 
Slow  creaking  turns  the  door  with  jealous  care. 
And  half  he  welcomes  in  the  shivVing  pair ; 
One  frugal  faggot  lights  the  naked  walls, 
And  nature's  fervour  thro'  their  limbs  recalls : 
Bread  of  the  coarseist  sort,  with  eager  *  wine, 
(Eaich  hardly  granted)  serv'd  them  both  to  dine ; 
And  when  the  tempeist  first  appear'd  to  cease, 
A  ready  warning  bade  them  part  in  peace. 

1  Sour. 
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*<  WiA  idll  remark  the  pond'ru^r  h^'Wt  Ykw'd^ 
In  one  so  ridi,  a  life  so  poor  and  nide ; 
And  why  should  sucb,  witliin.  himself  he  cry'd* 
Lock  the  lost  wealth  a  thousand  want  beside  ? 
But^  what  new  marks  of  wonder  soon  took  fhce. 
In  every  settling  feature  of  his.face ; 
When  from  his  vest  the  young  companion  bore 
That  cup  the  generous  lan<Uord  own'd  before> 
And  paid  profusely  with  the  precious  bowl 
The  stinted  kindness  of  the  churlish  soul. 

**  But  now  the  clouds  in  airy  tumult  fly ; 
The  sun  emerging  o];»es  an  asure  sky ; 
A  fresher  green  the  smelling  leaves  display, 
And^  glitt'ring  as  they  tremble,  cheer  the  day ; 
The  weather  tempts  them  from  the  poor  retreat, 
And  the  glad  master  bolts  the  wary  gate. 
While  hence  they  walk,  the  ^Igrim's  bosom  wrought 
With  all  the  travel  of  uncertain  thought ; 
His  partner's  acts  without  their  cause  appear, 
Twas  there  a  vice  and  seem*d  a  madness  here ; 
Detesting  that,  and  pityiog  this,  he  goes, 
Lost  and  confounded  with  the  various  shows. 

"  Now  night's  dim  shades  again  involve  the  aky,x 
Again  the  wand'rers  want  a  place  to  lie ;  i 

4gain  they  sefurch,  and  find  a  Jodgii^.  nigh.  3 

The  soil  improv'd  around*  the  mjemsion  nej»t. 
And  neither  poorly  low,  nor  idly  great : 
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It  seeaa'd  l»  tpc»k  its  mtMir'i  lorn  of  iaind« 
Conteot, — and  not  fov  yvaiie,  b«it  i^tae  kiad. 

<<  Hitlier  the  waUttrt  turti  witk  weary  feet, 
Then  blesi  die  maiiBiini,  and  the  naaat^  greet : 
Their  greeting  ftir,  beste^'d  mik  ttbdeat  gnifle. 
The  modest  master  hears^  and  thva  vepHea : 

<<  Withoat  a  vam,  mthout  a  grudging  heart, 
To  him,  who  gives  us  aU,  I  yield  a  part ; 
From  him  you  come,  for  him  accq>t  it  here, 
A  frank  and  sober,  more  than  eosdy  cheer. 
He  spoke,. and  bid  the  wetcome  table  spread. 
Then  talk'd  of  vhrtae  till  ihe  time  of  bed. 
When  the  grave  household  round  his  hall  repair, 
Wam'd  by  a  bell,  and  close  the  hours  with  pray'r. 
At  length  the  world,  renew'd  by  calm  repose. 
Was  strong  for  toil,  the  dappled  mom  arose ; 
Before  the  pi^pcims  part,  the  youngear  crejp 
Near  the  dosed  cradle,  where  an  inAtnt  slept, 
And  writh'd  his  neck :  Uie  landlord's  little  pride, 
O  strange  return !  grew  black,  and  gasp'd,  «id  died. 
Horror  of  horrors !  what  I  his  cmty  son ! 
How  look'd  the  hermit  when  the  foot  was  done ; 
Not  he^y  tho'  hell's  Made  jaws  m  sunder  paort. 
And  breathe  blue  fore,  could  m(Mre  assault  his  heail. 

''  ConfWd,  and  struck  with  silwuoe  at  ^e  deed,^ 
He  flies,  but  tzeoMkfg  fads  to  iy  wiA  q^eed. 
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His  steps  the  yftHUbpurmiea;  the  cmialiy  Uy 
Perplex'dwidKaraaids^.  4  s^nrant  «faow'd  the  way :    ^ 
A  river  cr^sa'^  the  path ;  the  passage  e'er 
Was  nice  t«  find ;  ^the  servant  trod  before ; 
liong arma  of  vnk anopen bridge avpply'dt 
And  deep  the  v^veis  beneath  the  bending  branch«e 

glide. 
The  youth,  wbtt^aeem'd  tof  watch  a  dine  for  aiii, 
Ap^oach*d  the  careless  gmde,  and  thrust  him  in : 
J^lunging  he  Mh,  mi  rising  lifb  hia  bead, 
Then  Qmhmg  iUrm^  andrsiaks  amongst  ^  dead. 
Wild,  sparkling  rage  mllameB  the  facer's  eyca, 
He  bursts  the  bands  of  fbar,  and  madly  cries, 
Detested  wrtJlch^hiat  scarce  hia  speech  began, 
Whei^  the  atiwge  partner  seetn'd  no  longer  nten.  ' 
His  youthftd  face  grew  more  serenely  sweet ; 
His  robe  tttm'd  white  and  flow'd  upon  his  feet ; 
Fair  rounds  of  radiant  p^unts  invest  his  hair ; 
Cde^ial  odours  breathe  tlm>'  pu^  air ; 
And  wings,  whose  colours  glittered  on  the  day, 
Wide  at  his  b«eh  thdr  gradual  plumes  di^y. 
The  form  etberiid  bursts  upon  his  m^ 
And  moves  in  all  the  migesty  of  li^t. 

«Tho'lo„da*fimtbepagrim'apassk)ngrfew, 
Sudden  hegaa'd,  und  wiat  not  what  to  da; 

Surprize  in  aecm  cbnina  We  wwda  gu^iciik. 
And  in  a  catai  Wa  aeUlH«  Kmver  ends. 
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But  silence  here  the  beauteous  angel  broke, 
(The  Tdiee  of  music  ravish'd  as  he  spoke.) 

"  Thy  pray'r,  thy  praise,  thy  life  to  vice  unknow^ 
In  sweet  memorial  rise  before  the  throne : 
These  diarms  success  in  our  bright  region  find. 
And  force  an  angel  down  to  cahn  thy  mind ; 
For  this  commissioned,  I  forsook  the  sky:— « 
Nay  cease  to  kneel— thy  fellow-senrant  I. 

**  Then  know  the  truth  of  government  divine. 
And  let  these  scruples  be  no  longer  thine. 
The  Maker  justly  claims  the  world  he  made, 
In  this  the  right  of  Providence  is  laid ; 
Its  sacred  majesty  thro'  all  depends. 
On  using  second  means  to  work  bis  ends ; 
*Tis  dius,  withdrawn  in  state  from  human  eye. 
The  Power  exerts  his  attributes  on  high. 
Your  actions  uses,  nor  controuk  your  will. 
And  bids  the  doubting  sons  of  men  be  still. 

"  What  strange  events  can  strike  widi  more  sur- 
prize. 
Than  those  which  lately  struck  thy  wondering  eyes? 
Yet,  taught  by  these,  confess  the  Almighty  just. 
And,  where  you  can't  unriddle,  learn  to  trust ! 

**  The  great  vain  man,  who  iar'd  on  costly  food. 
Whose  life  was  too  luxurious  to  be  good  ^ 
Who  made  his  iv'ry  stands  with  goblets  shine, 
And  forc'd  hts  guests  to  mori^Bg  dran^jfats  of  wine. 
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Has,  with  Ae  cup,  the  graceless  custom  lost, 
And  stni  he  welcomes,  but  with  less  of  cost. 

"  The  mean,  su^icious  wretch,  whose  bolted  door 
Ne'er  mov'd  in  pity  to  the  wand'ring  poor ; 
With  him  I  left  the  cup,  to  teach  his  mind 
That  heav'n  can  bless,  if  mortals  will  be  kind. 
Conscious  of  wanting  worth,  he  views  the  bowl, 
And  feels  compassion  touch  his  grateM  soul. 
Thus  artists  melt  the  sullen  ore  of  lead, 
With  heaping  coals  of  fire  upon  his  head ; 
In  the  kind  warmth  the  metal  learns  to  glow. 
And  loose  from  dross  the  silver  runs  below. 

"  Long  had  our  pious  friend  in  virtue  trod. 
But  now  the  child  half-weaned  his  heart  from  God ; 
(Child  of  his  9ge)  for  him  he  liv'd  in  pain. 
And  measur'd  back  his  steps  to  earth  again. 

To  what  excesses  had  his  dotage  run  ? 

But  God,  to  save  the  father,  took  the  son. 

To  all,  but  thee,  in  fits  he  seekn'd  to  go, 

(And  'twas  my  ministry  to  deal  the  blow,) 

The  poor  fond  parent,  humbled  in  the  dust, ; 

Now  owns  in  tears  the  punishment  was  just. 
But  how  had  all  his  fortunes  felt  a  wrack, 

Ibd  that  false  servant  sped  in  safety  back; 

This  night  his  treasur'd  heaps  he  meant  to  steal, 

And  what  a  fund  of  charity  would  fail  t 

VOL.  I.  s 
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Thus  hfBiv'n  instntcts  thy  mind :  tlut  triil  o'er, 
Depart  in  peace,  resign  and  sin  no  more. 

"^  On  sounding  pinions  here  the  youth  witbdievF^ 
The  sage  stood  wond'ring  as  the«en^  flew. 
Thus  look'd  Elisha,  when  to  mount  on  high. 
His  Master  took  the  chariot  of  the  sky ; 
The  fiery  pomp  ascending  left  the  view ; 
The  proj^et  gaz'd,  and  wish'd  to  follow  too. 

''  The  hendiDg  hermit  here  a  pray*r  b^^n, 
Lord,  as  in  Hbay'k,  on  Earth  thy  wilc  be  bonk* 
Then,  gladly  turning,  sought  his  ancient  place. 
And  pass'd  a  life  of  piety  and  peace." 

r 

**  The  same  apologue  occurs,  with  some  dight 
additions  and  variations  for  the  worse,  in  Howell's 
Letters  ;  who  professes  to  have  taken  it  froni^  the 
speculative  Sir  Philip  Herbert's  Conceptions  ta  his 
Son,  a  book  which  I  have  never  seen.  These  Letters 
were  publi^ed  about  the  year  1650.  It  is  also 
found  in  the  Divine  Dialogues  of  Doctor  Henry 
More,  who  has  illustrated  its  important  moral  with 
the  follotling.fine  reflections. 

"  <  The  a&irs  of  this  world  are  like  a  curious, 
but  intricately  contrived  comedy;  and  we  cannot 
judge  of  the  tendency  of  what  is  past,  Or  acting  pi 
pesent,  befbre  the  entrance  of  the  tot  act,  n^ch 
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shallbrii^ia  ri^teonsness  in  triumph :. who,  though 
she  hath  abided  many  a  brunt,  and  has  been  very 
<»rttdly  and  despitefully  used  hitherto  in  the  world, 
yet  at  last,  according  to  our  desires,  we  shall  see  the 
knight  overcome  the  giant.  For  what  is  the  reason 
we  are  so  much  pleased  with  the  reading  romances 
and  the  fictions  of  the  poets,  but  that  here,  as 
Aristotle  says,  things  are  set  down  as  they  should 
be;  but  in  the  true  history  hitherto  of  the  world, 
things  are  recorded  indeed  as  they  are,  but  it  is  but 
a  testimony,  that  they  have  not  been>as  they  should 
be  ?  Wherefore,  iil  the  upshot  of  aU,  when  we  shall 
see  that  come  to  pass,  that  so  mightily  pleases  us  in 
the  reading  th^  most  ingenious  plays  and  heroic 
poems,  that^  long  afflicted  virtue  at  last  comes  to 
the  crown,  the  mouth  of  all  unbelievers  must  be  for 
ever  stopped.  And  for  my  own  part,  I  doubt  not 
but  that  it  will  so  come  to  pass  in  the  close  of  the 
world.  But  impatiently  to  call  for  vengeance  upcm 
every  enormity  before  that  time,  is  rudely  to  over* 
turn  the  stage  before  the  entrance  into  the  fifUi  act, 
out  of  ignorance  of  the  plot  of  the  comedy ;  and 
to  prevent  the  solemnity  of  the  general  judgment 
by  more  paltry  and  particular  executionsi' 

**  Pamell  seems  to  have  chiefly  followed  the  story 
as  it  ii  told  by  this  Platonic  theologist,  who  had  not 
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less  imagiiuitiofi  dian  learaing*  Pope  used  to  say, 
^t  it  was  originally  written  in  Spanish.  This  I  do 
not  believe :  but  from  the  early  connection  between 
the  l^paniardf  and  Arabians,  this  assertion  tends  to 
confirm  the  suspicicm,  that  it  was  an  (oriental  tale '." 
-— WAaroN. 


1  *'  I  nnst  not  forget,  that  it  ocean,  ti  toM  in 
•BODf  •  ooltootion  of  LadB  ^>ologiiet,  quo*- ' 
46S.  foL  8.  a.    The  nibric  is,  Jh  an^lo 
dherta  HojpttM,'*— -Warton. 
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ERRATA  TO  VOL.  I. 

Page  xxxix,  line  9,  Asiatics,    After  this  word  insert  a  reference 

to  the  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page. 
Page  18,  line  9,  dele  ought. 
Page  30,  line  13,  for  obliged  me  to  refuse  it  read  obliged  me  NoT  to 

refitseit. 
Page  89,  line  14,  for  and  laboring  read  laboring,  &c. 
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